BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament

Revelation

BIBLE BASICS

The Book of Revelation

The Holy Bible begins with the beauty of creation and humanity’s calling to communion with God.
From the very first pages of Genesis, God creates the heavens and the earth so that humanity might
find joy and fulfillment in fellowship with Him (Genesis 2:15). However, sin fractured that communion,
and humanity lost paradise.

The Book of Revelation, written at the close of the New Testament canon, shows how God’s plan for
salvation is completed and perfected. It reveals that the destiny of creation and of humanity is not
abandonment, but restoration, communion, and eternal life with God. This book opens for us “the
door of heaven,” showing Jesus Christ as the victorious King and Bridegroom of the Church,
triumphing over all spiritual opposition and bringing His people into everlasting glory.

Revelation is therefore not a foreign appendix to Scripture, but the culmination of the entire biblical
story:

What was lost in Genesis, fellowship with God, is restored (Revelation 21:1-4).

What was broken by sin, our union with the Father, is renewed through Christ’s victory.
What was promised in prophecy, the Kingdom of God, is fully revealed (Revelation 1:1).
What was hidden from human sight is now unveiled in glory and worship.

In this way, Revelation reveals the fullness of God’s love, mercy, and plan, showing that God does not
abandon history to chance, but governs it with wisdom and purpose.

Authorship and Historical Context

The Book of Revelation begins with a clear introduction: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave Him to show His servants, things which must shortly take place” (Revelation 1:1). St. John the
Beloved, once the fisherman called by Christ, now receives a heavenly vision while exiled on the island
of Patmos, banished for his witness to Jesus Christ.

That St. John openly names himself four times in the text (Revelation 1:1, 1:4, 1:9, 22:8) reflects both
humility and authority. In his Gospel and Epistles, he often refrains from personal reference, but here
he affirms his identity because the visions he will record are not private dreams, they are prophetic
unveiling of divine truth.

Historically, the book was written in the late first century, around the end of the reign of Emperor
Domitian (81-96 A.D.), during a time of persecution and pressure for Christians to conform to imperial
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demands of worship. The messages to the churches (Revelation 2-3) show how church communities of
believers were tested by external oppression and internal weakness.

The early Church universally accepted the book as canonical. Fathers such as St. Justin the Martyr, St.
Irenaeus of Lyons, Tertullian, and others cited it; Leaders in Alexandria and Rome affirmed its apostolic
authority. Even those who found its imagery challenging still embraced its theological power.

Why is Revelation Often Misunderstood?

Revelation contains approximately 300 symbolic images, each with meaning beyond literal
interpretation. These symbols are not meant to confuse believers, but to dig into the deeper spiritual
realities that ordinary language cannot express.

Symbols, numbers, beasts, scrolls, and visions are all part of a heavenly language: a language that
calls believers beyond the surface of daily life into the deeper truth of Christ’s sovereignty over history
and eternity. Numbers, for example, are primarily spiritual, not mathematical: seven signifies fullness,
twelve points to the Church, and “incomplete” numbers teach that evil is always limited and
temporary.

Rather than a cryptic code for predicting dates or timelines, Revelation is a book of encouragement,
worship, and hope:

Itis the “book of hope”: Comforting the faithful amid trials.

Itis the “book of victory”: Showing Christ’s triumph over evil.

Itis the “book of praise”: Drawing hearts to heavenly worship.

Itis the “book of heavenly life”: Revealing eternal communion with God.

The Title and Meaning of the Book

The very Greek word for “Revelation” (amokaAuvig - apokalypsis) means unveiling or revealing. The
title given, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, indicates two things:

1. Thefocus of the book is Christ Himself: His person, work, and triumph.
2. The contentis not an abstract future show, but God’s plan revealed to His servants, for their
encouragement, not their confusion.

Thus, everything in Revelation points to Christ’s victory over sin, Satan, and death. A victory secured by
His Blood and presented to His Church as both hope and inheritance.

Revelation begins and ends with Christ:

e Beginning: Christ revealed in glory among the lampstands — symbolizing His presence in the
Church (Revelation 1:12-13).

e End: Christ as the Lamb — victorious, worshiped, and reigning eternally (Revelation 5:12;
22:13).
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Christ is not an abstract figure. He is:

e The conqueror who overcomes Satan and his forces,
e The Lamb who was slain yet lives for ever,
e The Bridegroom welcoming His beloved Bride: The Church (Revelation 19:7)

The Structure and Message of the Book of Revelation

The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Chapter 1)

The book opens with a vision of the risen and glorified Christ. He is no longer presented in humility,
as in the Gospels, but in divine majesty and authority. He stands among the lampstands, which
represent the churches, signifying that He is present in the midst of His people, guiding, sustaining,
and protecting them.

Christ declares Himself to be the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end of history. This
affirmation assures believers that all events—past, present, and future—are under His sovereign
control. Nothing occurs outside His providence.

The Seven Churches: The Church in the Present Age (Chapters 2-3)

Christ addresses seven churches located in Asia Minor: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. These churches were real historical church communities, each facing
unique challenges, temptations, and spiritual struggles.

At the same time, they represent the Church in every age and in every spiritual condition. In each
message, Christ reveals Himself in a manner suited to the needs of that particular church. He
commends faithfulness where it exists, rebukes complacency and compromise, calls for repentance,
and promises eternal reward to those who overcome. They represent every spiritual condition that can
exist in the Church across all ages. Christ’s words are therefore not only historical judgments, but
ongoing spiritual evaluations addressed to the Church today including those preparing for service.

A repeated phrase in these messages is Christ’s assurance: “I know...”. This is not mere observation
but divine pastoral care. He knows the Church’s visible works and her hidden struggles; He sees what
is faithful, what is wounded, and what is compromised. His rebuke is therefore never random or harsh,
but a physician’s diagnosis meant to heal and restore.

Church Christ’s Evaluation Spiritual Implication for
Meaning Pre-Servants
Ephesus Sound doctrine and hard work, Orthodoxy Serve from love for Christ,
but love has grown cold; withoutlove not routine or duty alone

abandoned first love
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Smyrna

Pergamos

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea

Faithful
rebuke

amid suffering; no

Loyal to Christ, yet tolerates
false teaching

Growing in love and service,
but tolerates sin

Reputation of life, but

spiritually dead

Faithful with little strength

Lukewarm and self-reliant

Each message reveals that:

Enduring faith
under persecution

Compromised
truth

Love without

discipline

Appearance
without inner life

Humble
obedience

Complacent faith

Christ knows the inner condition of His Church,
Activity does not replace repentance,
Orthodoxy does not excuse lovelessness,
Love does not excuse compromise,
Suffering does not imply abandonment,
Success does not imply approval.

For pre-servants, this table functions as a spiritual mirror:

e Which warning applies to my service?

Measure success by
faithfulness, not comfort or

outcome

Guard doctrine and morals
with discernment. Love does
not mean silence.

Balance compassion with
holiness. Compassion
without accountability harms

souls. True pastoral care
includes correction.
Prioritize personal prayer

and repentance over activity

Trust God’s work

visibility or size.

over

Serve with repentance and
dependence on Christ, not
resources or status.

e Which promise encourages me?

Christ’s repeated command “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” is not
optional. It is a call to self-examination, repentance, and renewal, especially for those preparing to
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serve others. Christ walks among the churches, correcting them not to condemn but to heal and
restore them.

The Heavenly Vision and the Church’s Struggle (Chapters 4-5)

The scene then shifts from earth to heaven, where St. John beholds the throne of God. This heavenly
vision reveals that despite the chaos and suffering experienced by the Church on earth, heaven
remains ordered, peaceful, and governed by divine love.

At the center of the vision stands the Lamb who was slain ... a victory revealed through sacrifice rather
than force, teaching that the Church overcomes by sharing in Christ’s humble, suffering love.

Revelation is profoundly liturgical. The heavenly throne room reflects the Church’s worship on earth:
the altar, incense, hymns, white garments, and prostrations reveal that the Church already participates
mystically in heavenly worship.

The Lamb opens the sealed scroll of history, revealing the unfolding of God’s plan. The seals, trumpets,
and bowls depict the spiritual and historical trials faced by humanity and the Church: persecution,
false teachings, moral decay, and divine warnings. These are not random catastrophes but part of
God’s call to repentance and transformation.

The Seven Seals (Revelation 6-8): The Church’s Journey Through Suffering

Seal Vision Spiritual Meaning Meaning for the Church & the Servant

1st  White horse Christ conquers and leads His Christ remains sovereign; servants serve under His
Church victory

2nd  Red horse Persecution and martyrdom Suffering is part of faithful witness

3rd  Blackhorse Material and spiritual famine Servants guard true doctrine and spiritual

nourishment

4th  Palehorse Death, disease, spiritual decay Separation from Christ leads to death

5th  Souls of Cryfordivinejustice Faithfulness is precious before God
martyrs

6th  Cosmic Collapse of worldly powers Earthly authority is temporary
upheaval

7th  Silence in  Awe before divine judgment God’s timing invites reverence and trust
heaven
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The Seven Trumpets (Revelation 8-11): Divine Warnings and Calls to Repentance

Trumpet Vision
1st Fire and hail
2nd Burning mountain

3rd

4th

5th

6th

Tth

Falling star

Darkened lights

Demonic locusts

Vast army

Kingdom proclaimed

Spiritual Meaning

Destruction of earthly security

Rise of violent powers

Spread of heresy

Loss of spiritual clarity

Inner torment and deception

Escalation toward final conflict

God reigns eternally

Meaning for the Church & the
Servant

Creation itself testifies against sin

Earthly rulers are judged by God

False teaching poisons spiritual life

Without Christ, hope grows dim

Sin enslaves from within

God permits, but controls, history

Christ’s victory is final and sure

The Seven Bowls (Revelation 15-17) Final Judgment and the End of Repentance

Bowl

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Vision

Painful sores

Sea becomes blood

Waters become blood

Scorching sun

Darkness

Spiritual Meaning
Exposure of false allegiance

Widespread death

Loss of spiritual refreshment

Tyrannical power

Spiritual blindness
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Meaning for the Church & the Servant

Sin ultimately reveals its bitterness

Evil destroys what sustains life

Rejecting truth brings despair

Authority without God oppresses

Separation from God is true darkness



6th Euphrates dries Fall of Babylon Evil collapses under God’s judgment

Tth Earth shaken Finaljudgment No further opportunity to repent

Revelation also portrays Christ as the King and the Reaper (Rev. 14:14-20): when the earth’s “harvest”
is fully ripe, He reaps, signifying the final separation between truth and deception, righteousness and
rebellion!

The seals, trumpets, and bowls are not merely chronological events but spiritual lenses:

e Seals > describe the experience of the Church in the world
e Trumpets > serve as warnings calling humanity to repentance
e Bowls > reveal final judgment when repentance is rejected

Throughout these visions, the Church is persecuted by evil forces symbolized as the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet. Yet despite their apparent power, their defeat is certain. Evil is permitted to act
for atime, but it is never victorious.

The Final Judgment and the Defeat of Evil (Chapter 20)

Satan, the deceiver, is shown as bound, revealing that his power is not equal to God’s and that
deception is permitted only within divine limits. After a final, brief outbreak of rebellion, he is cast
down forever, and Death and Hades are thrown into the lake of fire, proclaiming the complete and
irreversible end of death’s dominion. Evil is not merely restrained, it is destroyed.

This chapter affirms that history is moving toward a definitive conclusion, where justice is fulfilled and
God’s righteousness is revealed.

The Heavenly Jerusalem: The Church Glorified (Chapters 21-22)

The Book of Revelation concludes with a vision of the Heavenly Jerusalem, the eternal dwelling place
of God and His people. The Church appears as the Bride of Christ, radiant and purified, dwelling
forever in the presence of God.

There is no sorrow, pain, or death. God wipes away every tear. Humanity’s deepest longing, to dwell
with God, is finally fulfilled. The Bible ends not with fear, but with hope, not with judgment alone, but
with communion and joy.

.l Bootia Os Supplementary Material

An Introduction to the Book of Revelation by https://suscopts.org/diocese/bishop/bible
Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty -study/holy-book-of-revelation/
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https://archangelmichaelchurch.net/Books_Newsletter/Fr%20Tadros%20Malaty_English/EB_TM_An%20Introduction%20to%20the%20Book%20of%20Revelation.pdf
https://archangelmichaelchurch.net/Books_Newsletter/Fr%20Tadros%20Malaty_English/EB_TM_An%20Introduction%20to%20the%20Book%20of%20Revelation.pdf
https://suscopts.org/diocese/bishop/bible-study/holy-book-of-revelation/
https://suscopts.org/diocese/bishop/bible-study/holy-book-of-revelation/

E Review Questions

1. Who wrote the Book of Revelation? St. John the Beloved
To whom the Book of Revelation was addressed? To the seven churches of Asia

3. What are the four living creatures & what do they symbolize? Like a lion for the
power, Like a calf for sacrifice, like a man for humanity, and like an eagle for
spirituality

4. What does number 7 symbolize? The fullness of time.

5. What does the woman clothed with the sun symbolize? The church.
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