
 

 

BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament 

Service in the Epistle of St. James 
BIBLE BASICS

 

Who is St. James? 

The New Testament refers to three figures named James, and careful distinction is necessary to 
understand the authorship and authority of the Epistle attributed to him. 

First, James, son of Zebedee, also referred to as St. James the Greater. He was one of the Twelve 
Apostles and the brother of St. John the Evangelist. Together they were called by Christ while mending 
their nets with their father, Zebedee, responding immediately to the Lord’s invitation to become 
“fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18–22), marking the beginning of their discipleship. St. James's 
unwavering commitment to Christ led to his martyrdom under Herod Agrippa I, making him the first 
apostle to lay down his life for the Gospel (Acts 12:2). 

Second is James, son of Alphaeus. He is also recognized as one of the twelve apostles. He is 
traditionally known as St. James the Lesser, a designation that refers to distinction, not dignity. Likely 
indicating age or stature rather than importance. While the Gospels don't provide extensive details 
about his life and ministry, his inclusion underscores his significance in the early Christian movement.  

The third figure is James the Just, commonly called James the brother of the Lord. Before the 
Resurrection, he did not openly believe in Christ’s mission (John 7:1–5). However, after the 
Resurrection, when Christ appeared to him personally (1 Corinthians 15:7), James underwent a 
transformation. He emerged as a pillar of the Church in Jerusalem and played a decisive role in 
guiding the early Christian community (Acts 1:13–14; Acts 15).  

Within Orthodox tradition, supported by patristic testimony, James the brother of the Lord, is 
identified with James the son of Alphaeus, also called “the Lesser.” St. Jerome relates that in Mark 
15:40, it is written, “Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses.” “The Less” means comparing 
between two persons, so there is no third James.  

In this understanding, the term brother reflects close familial relation, most commonly understood as 
cousin, rather than biological sibling, in keeping with the Church’s teaching on the perpetual virginity 
of St. Mary.  

His newfound faith propelled him into a position of leadership within the early church in Jerusalem. 
He is traditionally believed to be the author of the Epistle of James, a New Testament letter that 
emphasizes practical Christian living. St. James addresses how faith in Christ is lived concretely within 
the Church—through obedience, humility, mercy, self-control, and endurance.  
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St. James’ impact and legacy 

St. James, the Brother of the Lord and First Bishop of Jerusalem 

St. James, often referred to as "James the Just" or "James the Righteous," was chosen to lead the 
Church in Jerusalem, becoming its first bishop. He was called James the Righteous because he loved 
worship. His commitment to prayer and worship was renowned; it was said that his knees were 
calloused like a camel's from his constant kneeling in prayer, setting stage for the Book of James, a 
practical book teaching to approach God justly. 

In approximately 52 A.D., St. James presided over the Council of Jerusalem, the first apostolic council 
of the Christian Church. This council was convened to address the question of whether Gentile 
converts to Christianity needed to adhere to Jewish law, including circumcision. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit, St. James formed a resolution that affirmed salvation through Christ while freeing Gentile 
believers from the burden of Jewish ritual law. The council's decision, as recorded in Acts 15, was 
crucial in shaping the future of Christianity and its expansion beyond its Jewish roots. 

St. James’ authority within the early Church was widely recognized. Paul the Apostle refers to him as a 
“pillar” of the Church, alongside Peter and John (Galatians 2:9), affirming his central role in shaping 
Christian life and order. As bishop, St. James embodied the unity of faith and practice: steadfast 
doctrine rooted in prayer, expressed through righteous living. 

Martyrdom and Legacy 

St. Jerome mentioned that the Jews greatly feared him and hastened to touch his clothes. One time, 
they brought him to the top of the temple to witness against Christ, so he told them, “Christ now is 
sitting in the highest at the right hand of the Father, and He will judge the people.” When they heard 
him, some screamed, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The scribes and Pharisees attacked him while 
saying, “The righteous has strayed.” Then they threw him from the top to bottom. After falling, he knelt 
on his knees asking for forgiveness for them, but they hastened and stoned him. Then a man came and 
struck him with a hammer on his head. Instantly, he was martyred around the year 62 A.D., and was 
buried at the place of his martyrdom close to the Temple. 

St. Jerome, Church Father and historian, wrote that James was deeply respected, even feared, by the 
Jewish community in Jerusalem. His unwavering faith and commitment to Christ made him a target 
for those who opposed Christianity. St. James was eventually brought before the Jewish authorities 
and pressured to denounce Christ. Instead, he boldly proclaimed Jesus's divinity and ascension to the 
right hand of God: “Christ now is sitting in the highest at the right hand of the Father, and He will judge 
the people.” When they heard him, some screamed, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The scribes and 
Pharisees attacked him while saying, “The righteous has strayed.” Then they threw him from the top to 
bottom. After falling, he knelt on his knees asking for forgiveness for them. In their fury, they stoned 
him and finally struck a fatal blow to his head with a hammer. St. James was martyred around 62 A.D. 
and was buried near the Temple, close to the place of his martyrdom. His death marked a significant 
loss for the early Church. 

A Catholic Epistle, Written for all 
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The Epistle of Saint James, along with the first and second epistles of Saint Peter, the three epistles of 
Saint John, and the epistle of Saint Jude, are collectively known as the Catholic Epistles. This 
designation come from their broad and general nature, as they were not addressed to a specific 
church, city, or individual. Instead, they were intended for a broader audience, encompassing the 
entire Christian community. 

The Epistle of Saint James was written to the twelve tribes of Israel who were dispersed throughout 
the Roman Empire. These Jewish Christians, known as the Diaspora, faced unique challenges and 
tribulations due to their dual religious and cultural identities. The epistle sought to encourage and 
strengthen their faith amidst these hardships. 

Saint James's central message was that Christians should remain steadfast in their practical faith. He 
emphasized the importance of living out one's faith through righteous actions and deeds. According to 
Saint James, true faith is not mere intellectual assent or verbal profession, but rather a dynamic force 
that manifests itself in a life of virtue and charity. 

The epistle also addresses the concept of living faith and its correlation with deeds. Saint James 
argues that faith without works is dead. He exhorts Christians to demonstrate their faith through their 
actions, such as caring for the poor, visiting the sick, and showing hospitality to strangers. 

He warns against certain sins, particularly pride, envy, and boasting. Saint James emphasizes the 
destructive nature of these sins and encourages Christians to cultivate humility, contentment, and 
gratitude. He also highlights the importance of controlling one's tongue, as words have the power to 
uplift or wound. 

The Division of the Epistle 

While the Book of St. James can be broken down and studied chapter by chapter, we will breakdown 
the book and extract the teachings that are most applicable to service. The general purpose of the 
book is to encourage Christians to endure tribulations with wisdom and be steadfast in the faith with 
good works. He, additionally warns of the dangers of some sins. 

1.​ Faith and Temptations (Chapter 1) 
2.​ Faith and Works (Chapter 2) 
3.​ Faith and the Tongue (Chapter 3) 
4.​ Faith and inner peace (Chapter 4) 
5.​ Faith in all circumstances (Chapter 5) 

Chapter 1: Faith and Temptations | The Wise Servant 

Temptations can be categorized into two main types: external and internal.  

●​ External temptations: Comes from the external world and can include enticements 
from other people, alluring situations, or the appeal of material possessions.  

●​ Internal temptation: Originates from within ourselves and can stem from our own 
desires, thoughts, and emotions. 
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Facing trials and temptations requires an approach that involves both spiritual and practical 
strategies. St. James teaches his readers that to be complete, lacking nothing, one must ask God for 
heavenly wisdom.  

“But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, 
with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by 
the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord” 
(James 1:4-7)  

Perfection, completeness, is rooted in wisdom from, which in turn is rooted in humility. St. James 
elaborates on this in Chapter 3:13-18 comparing this heavenly wisdom against earthly wisdom:  

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his 
works are done in the meekness of wisdom, But if you have bitter envy and 
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does 
not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and 
self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 

True wisdom, according to St. James, manifests itself in "good conduct" and deeds performed with a 
spirit of meekness and humility. True wisdom is then contrasted with a false, worldly wisdom driven by 
"bitter envy" and "self-seeking." Those who possess this kind of wisdom, the passage warns, are prone 
to boasting, dishonesty, and a denial of truth. This type of wisdom is described as "earthly, sensual, 
demonic" - it does not originate from a divine source, but rather from a place of baser human instincts. 

The consequences of this worldly wisdom are "confusion and every evil thing." Envy and self-seeking 
breed chaos and negativity. In stark contrast, the wisdom that comes from above is characterized by 
purity, peacefulness, gentleness, and a willingness to yield. It is full of mercy and good fruits, impartial 
and sincere. 

St. Paul's visit to Athens provides a compelling example of wisdom in action.  He didn't simply 
condemn the Athenians for their idolatry; he observed their culture, found common ground (the 
"unknown god" altar), and tailored his message accordingly. “Then Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was 
passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you.” 
(Acts 17:22-23) This approach allowed him to engage the Athenian intellectuals respectfully, peacefully 
and thoughtfully, opening doors for the Gospel. 

Our service often goes beyond preaching or teaching. Visiting someone in need, offering practical help, 
or simply being present requires wisdom. Discerning the right words, actions, and timing can make all 
the difference in effectively ministering to others. Whether interacting with fellow servants, reaching 
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out to the lost, or building relationships within the community, wisdom is essential. It helps us 
navigate conflicts, understand different personalities, and respond with love and grace in every 
situation. 

 

Key Aspect of 
Wisdom in 

Service 

Description Supporting Biblical Verse 

Discernment Understanding the needs of 
others and the appropriate 
response. 

“For the Lord gives wisdom; 
From His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding”- Proverbs 2:6 

Empathy Connecting with people on an 
emotional level and showing 
genuine care. 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 
those who weep.” - Romans 12:15 

Humility Recognizing our limitations and 
relying on God's guidance. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean 
not on your own understanding; In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, 
And He shall [a]direct your paths.“ - Proverbs 
3:5-6 

Flexibility Adapting our approach to 
different situations and 
individuals. 

“For though I am free from all men, I have made 
myself a servant to all, that I might win the more” 
- 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Patience Trusting God's timing and not 
forcing outcomes. 

“To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose under heaven:” - 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Courage Speaking the truth in love, even 
when it's difficult. 

“ but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in 
all things into Him who is the head—Christ—” - 
Ephesians 4:15 

By seeking wisdom and applying it in our service, we can become more effective instruments of God's 
love and grace, impacting lives and advancing His Kingdom. 

Chapter 2: Faith and Works | The Doer Servant & Partiality 
The Doer Servant 

In James 1:22-25, St. James focuses on the importance of being a doer of God's word and not just a 
hearer. He warns against the self-deception that comes from merely hearing the word without putting 
it into practice: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he 
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into 
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the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 
one will be blessed in what he does.” 

The Bible serves as our mirror, reflecting our true selves. When we read and study it, we see our 
strengths and weaknesses, our virtues and vices. This self-examination should not lead to despair but 
to repentance and change. Just as we use a physical mirror to adjust our appearance, we use the Bible 
to adjust our lives to align with God's will. 

In the following chapter, St. James elaborates on the natural state of such works that come from true 
faith. True faith, the kind that saves, is not merely intellectual assent or emotional sentiment. It is a 
complete faith that encompasses both trust in God and a life lived in obedience to His commands. This 
means that genuine faith will inevitably produce good works. As Jesus said, "You will know them by 
their fruits" (Matthew 7:16).This is not to say that we are saved by our works, but rather that works are 
the evidence of true faith. Just as a tree is known by its fruit, so a Christian is known by their actions. 

Even demons believe in God, but their belief does not lead to salvation. They know that God exists, but 
they do not love Him or obey Him. Their faith is dead, because it is not accompanied by works. They 
tremble before God, not out of reverence but out of fear. Those who look into the perfect law of liberty 
and continue in it, who are not forgetful hearers but doers of the work, will be blessed in what they do. 
They will experience the joy of obedience, the peace of God's presence, and the fulfillment of His 
promises. Their lives will be a testimony to the power of the Gospel, and they will be a blessing to 
those around them. 

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily 
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but 
you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 
17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will 
say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I 
will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. 
Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, 
that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working 
together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is 
justified by works, and not by faith only. 

Accordingly, a servant is not just a teacher, he (or she) is a helper, guide and teacher. The helper role 
directly relates to the actions of a "doer" servant. A helper actively assists and supports others, 
prioritizing their needs above their own comfort. Similarly, the guider role can also be connected to 
the doer servant concept. While guiding involves offering advice and direction, it can also include 
actively helping individuals navigate challenges and make informed decisions. The teacher role, while 
not solely focused on doing, can also involve active participation in helping others learn and grow. The 
teacher, by living faith, becomes an example of the word preached. While there are works done in 
research and study going into preparation, the elements of a true teacher is evident in the true faith of 

 

101 



 

 

the teacher’s day to the day life. And while the helping, guiding and teaching in and of themselves are 
not the works of faith, they are the results of true faith.  

We need to always measure our deed, and words according to what the Lord is teaching us in the 
prefect law of liberty.  This perfect law of liberty, rooted in love and grace, calls us to live not according 
to our own desires or the dictates of the world, but in accordance with the truth and wisdom of God. 

One powerful example of Christ's servant leadership is found in his encounter with the Samaritan 
woman at the well. Despite the cultural and social barriers that separated them, Jesus took the time to 
engage with her, offering her the living water of salvation. This act of kindness and compassion not 
only transformed the Samaritan woman's life but also challenged the prejudices and assumptions of 
those around him. Similarly, St. Paul dedicated his life to spreading the Gospel, traveling extensively 
and enduring hardship and persecution for the sake of those he served. His example of unwavering 
commitment and self-sacrifice serves as a powerful reminder that the Christian life is not about 
seeking our own comfort or success, but about following in the footsteps of Christ, who came not to be 
served but to serve. 

In light of these examples, we are called to examine our own lives and motivations, asking ourselves 
whether we are truly living as servants of Christ. Are we willing to go the extra mile, to put the needs of 
others before our own, to sacrifice our own comfort and convenience for the sake of the Gospel? These 
are not easy questions, but they are essential if we are to live in accordance with the perfect law of 
liberty and fulfill our calling as followers of Christ. 
 
Partiality in Service 

The apostle then introduces the concept of the "law of liberty," which he describes as the second 
greatest commandment of Christ. This law calls upon believers to love their neighbors as themselves. 
James highlights that showing partiality is a transgression of this law and is incompatible with 
upholding "the whole law." 

One of the most damaging sins in service is the sin of partiality. St. James speaks on the subject clearly 
at the start of Chapter 2. In this passage, James addresses the issue of partiality within the Christian 
church. He cautions against showing favoritism based on outward appearances, particularly wealth 
and social status. He illustrates the sin of partiality with a hypothetical scenario: If a wealthy, 
well-dressed individual and a poor, poorly clothed person enter a gathering, and the well-dressed 
person is given preferential treatment, this demonstrates partiality and a judgment based on evil 
thoughts. 

God often chooses the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of His kingdom. Showing 
partiality towards the rich and dishonoring the poor not only disregards God's chosen people but also 
aligns oneself with those who oppress and blaspheme God's name. The true fulfillment of the law lies 
in loving one's neighbor as oneself. Showing partiality contradicts this royal law and results in sin and 
transgression. 

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in 
fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you 
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pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a 
good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my 
footstool,” have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those 
who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress 
you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that noble name by 
which you are called. If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; but if you show partiality, 
you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressor. 

It is of highest importance that servants beware of personal favoritism. Partiality is a sin. St. Paul 
likewise says in Romans 2:1: “For there is no partiality with God”. Similarly in Acts 10:34: “Then Peter 
opened his mouth and said: “I perceive that God shows no partiality”. Servants shouldn’t show 
favoritism based on appearance, relationship, expected gains, spirituality or evident sins! Who doesn’t 
desire to be loved? If the church which teaches unity and love, omits certain children due to different 
circumstances, what does this ‘work’ and ‘fruit’ teach them? 

Chapter 3: Faith and the Tongue 
The Tongue and the Teacher 

James 3:1-12 warns that teachers will be judged more strictly than others. A position of leadership or 
influence carries greater responsibility, and what we say reveals who we are. Only through the work of 
the Holy Spirit can the tongue be brought under control. Is it fair to have stricter judgment for 
teachers? Certainly, it is fair to have stricter judgment for teachers because they can cause more 
damage and are expected to know more. Christ said during the Sermon on the Mount, "By the same 
measure it will be measured to you." We establish rules and ask people to follow them, and as 
teachers, we should be held to the same standard. Additionally, Luke 12:48 states, "For everyone to 
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him 
they will ask the more." 

The tongue has the power to direct, destroy, and delight. Proverbs 18:6-8 speaks of the destructive 
power of a fool's speech, comparing it to a snare that leads to destruction. ““A fool’s lips enter into 
contention, And his mouth calls for blows. A fool’s mouth is his destruction, And his lips are the snare 
of his soul. The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, And they go down into the inmost body”As 
mentioned in verses 3-4, like a bit in a horse's mouth or a rudder on a ship, the tongue needs the 
control of a strong hand—the hand of God—to direct it properly. The tongue also has the power to 
destroy through anger, rumors, and lies, which can spread and cause harm to both ourselves and 
others.  

Similarly, in Colossians 4:6, St. Paul reminds us to “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” Conversely, the tongue can also 
delight and nourish like a fountain or a fig tree, offering blessings to those we serve. 

Psalm 141:3-4 and James 1:19 emphasize the importance of guarding our speech and being slow to 
speak and slow to wrath. The wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Proverbs 10:11 
and 18:4 highlight the contrast between the words of the righteous and the wicked, stating that the 
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mouth of the righteous is a well of life and a source of wisdom, while violence covers the mouth of the 
wicked. Proverbs 10:11 “The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, But violence covers the mouth of 
the wicked.” Proverbs 18:4 “The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; The wellspring of wisdom is 
a flowing brook.” 

Everyone will give an account for every idle word we speak on the day of judgment. Our words should 
be well tamed both inside and outside the classroom. and by our words, we will be justified or 
condemned: “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:35-37) Working on preserving the tongue, even 
while outside the classroom, indirectly works at the heart of the servant. The heart of the servant, 
bonded to God, is the fruit of service desired. 

Chapter 4: Faith and Inner Peace | The Patient Servant 

In the hustle and bustle of modern life, the pursuit of inner peace often feels elusive. We live in a world 
where external noise, inner conflict, and the pressures of daily living can easily stir up restlessness in 
our hearts. Yet, the Scriptures, particularly James Chapter 4, offer timeless wisdom on how we can 
cultivate both inner peace and patience in service to others. As servants, individuals who are seeking 
to serve God and others, these qualities are essential for maintaining a healthy, harmonious, and 
effective service.  

St. James writes to believers who were struggling with conflict, worldly desires, and a lack of peace. 
His words remind us that peace is not something we can create by our own effort alone; it is a fruit of 
humility, submission to God, and selfless service. He opens Chapter 4 with a stark observation about 
the source of conflict: "Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 
desires for pleasure that war in your members? " (James 4:1, NKJV). 

For servants, this verse reveals an essential truth: our internal struggles often give birth to external 
conflict. The desires that battle within us - pride, selfish ambition, envy, and greed - can disrupt our 
peace and hinder our ability to serve with patience and humility. These internal battles are the result 
of our human nature, which pulls us toward self-centered living rather than selfless service. It may 
express itself in the service as a resistance towards other servants, a desire to lead, a desire to decide, 
a desire to object out of selfish ambition mistaken as ‘zeal’. The antidote to internal conflict is found in 
James' call for humility and submission. He writes: “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” (James 4:7-8, NKJV). 

Humility is the foundation of inner peace. When we submit ourselves to God, we acknowledge that He 
is in control and that His ways are higher than ours. This submission doesn’t mean passivity or 
resignation; rather, it’s an active surrender of our will to His. It involves choosing God’s will over our 
own desires, which often leads to inner peace. Submission to God also requires resisting the devil, who 
stirs up desires that lead to conflict. The devil tempts us with pride, selfish ambition, and other vices 
that can disturb our peace. But when we resist these temptations and draw near to God, He promises 
to draw near to us, offering us the peace that surpasses understanding. 
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St. James also addresses the tendency to plan without considering God’s will. He writes:“Come now, 
you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, 
and make a profit”; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even 
a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” (James 4:13-14, NKJV). As servants, our 
peace is often disrupted when we try to control the future or live with a sense of entitlement. Planning 
with humility involves acknowledging that we don’t know what the future holds and submitting our 
plans to God’s will. We may set goals, but we trust God with the outcomes, knowing that He is 
sovereign. 

Patience is another hallmark of inner peace in service. St. James calls believers to wait on the Lord, to 
trust in His timing, and to persevere through difficulties. He writes: “Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” (James 5:7, NKJV). Servants are often called to 
long-term service, where the fruits of their labor may not be immediately visible. This requires 
patience and trust in God’s timing. We may not always see immediate results, but we are called to 
remain faithful, trusting that God is working in ways we cannot always perceive. 

Chapter 5: Faith in all circumstances| Serving the Lost Sheep 

In the closing chapter of the epistle, we find a powerful call to action for spiritual servants: the pursuit 
of the lost. This mission is both urgent and deeply rooted in the compassion of Christ. St. James ends 
his letter with a plea for believers to turn their attention to those who have wandered from the truth, 
encouraging them to bring them back to the fold, instead of focusing on worldly riches and worldly 
matters. James 5:19-20 serves as the foundation for our calling to “seek the lost sheep.” We can 
examine how the act of seeking, restoring, and saving the lost connects to the heart of God, the 
mission of the Church, and the role of the patient servant in the process of reconciliation. 

St. James writes in the final verses of his letter: “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, 
and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save 
a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20, NKJV). This is a direct call to action for 
believers to reach out to those who have strayed from the faith. The image of the "lost sheep" is deeply 
rooted in Scripture, from the parables of Jesus to the prophetic words of Ezekiel. God’s heart is for the 
lost, and His desire is that none should perish. Spiritual servants are invited into this mission: an act of 
love, mercy, and grace. 

In the context of St. James' letter, the "lost" could refer to believers who have turned away from the 
truth, fallen into sin, or become distracted by the cares of the world. This challenges us to recognize 
that the mission of restoration is not just the work of a few; it is the calling of the entire Church, the 
body of Christ. 

James 5:19-20 calls not only for prayer for the lost but for active involvement in bringing them back. 
It’s not enough to acknowledge someone’s spiritual wanderings from afar; spiritual servants are called 
to take action. The act of "bringing back" someone who has wandered is a proactive, intentional 
pursuit. It may involve reaching out, listening with empathy, offering biblical counsel, or simply being 
present in their time of need. This calling is not just for priests or church leaders, but for all believers 
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who have the heart of a servant. It requires courage, humility, and a deep sense of responsibility for 
the spiritual well-being of others. 

St. Paul echoes this sentiment when he writes in Galatians 6:1: “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted.” (NKJV). As servants, we are invited to participate in the gentle restoration of those 
who have fallen away, always mindful of our own need for grace. 

When we actively participate in restoring someone to the truth, we are doing far more than offering 
advice or comfort. We are playing a role in the salvation of their soul. The imagery of "saving from 
death" speaks not just to physical death but to eternal separation from God. The urgency of this 
mission cannot be overstated. The act of bringing someone back also has a redemptive quality—it 
“covers over a multitude of sins.” This phrase evokes the language of atonement and forgiveness 
found throughout Scripture, particularly in the work of Christ. When we restore someone to the fold, 
we bring them back into a place of grace and mercy, where their sins are forgiven, and they are made 
right with God. As servants, we are invited into this holy work of reconciliation. It is not just about 
offering forgiveness to the wayward but also about creating a space for healing, restoration, and new 
life in Christ. 

Seeking the lost is not always an immediate or easy task. There are often setbacks, misunderstandings, 
and emotional challenges in the process. The lost may resist, or the process of restoration may take 
longer than we anticipate. This is where the patient servant comes in. In his letter, James speaks to the 
importance of perseverance in trials. He writes earlier in Chapter 5: “Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” (James 5:7, NKJV). 

The analogy of the farmer points to the long, often slow process of restoration. Just as a farmer cannot 
control the timing of the harvest, neither can we control the timing of someone’s return to the faith. 
But we are still called to patiently work, trusting that God is at work in the hearts of those we seek. 

 
The Epistle of St. James - Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

     

 Review Questions 

1.​ Who is the writer of this Epistle? (St. James the Brother of the Lord) 
2.​ To whom this Epistle was written? (To the twelve tribes in the dispersion) 
3.​ How could we endure temptation according to the Epistle of St. James? (Through 

Wisdom & Humility) 
4.​ Does God tempt with evil? (No) 
5.​ Why is work important according to the Epistle of St. James? (It’s a proof of faith) 
6.​ Why should we refrain from counseling others with our own wisdom? (Our wisdom is 

earthly, full of pride, not from God. Teachers will be judged more strictly on the 
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judgment day. 
7.​ What causes disruption in the Church? (lack of faith & works & worldly desires) 
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