
 

 

BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament 

Saint Paul, his Life and Service 
BIBLE BASICS

 

Who is St. Paul? 

Saint Paul, born Saul of Tarsus, holds a prominent place in Christian history as an apostle who spread 
the teachings of Jesus Christ throughout the Roman Empire. His journey from a persecutor of 
Christians to a passionate advocate for the faith is a testament to the transformative power of divine 
intervention. Born into the tribe of Benjamin in Tarsus, Cilicia (modern-day Turkey), St. Paul was a 
Hebrew and an Israelite of the lineage of Abraham. He embraced the Pharisaic tradition, strictly 
adhering to Jewish law and customs. Alongside his religious pursuits, St. Paul pursued practical skills, 
becoming a tent-maker by trade (Acts 18:3) . 

St. Paul's Roman citizenship, acquired by birth through his father's wealth, granted him privileges and 
connections within the empire. His education in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, a renowned scholar in the 
Sanhedrin and member of the Jewish high council, further enriched his knowledge of Jewish theology 
and the Old Testament. Gamaliel had a place in the Temple, his disciples would all gather in a specific 
area in the Temple to study and learn. St. Paul had studied and mastered Greek, which was the 
language of the time, all the Philosophy and contemporary teachings of the time. St. Paul described 
himself as a Hebrew, an Israelite of the seed of Abraham (2 Cor. 11:22) 

In his early twenties, St. Paul witnessed the persecution of Christians by Jewish authorities. While the 
exact location of St. Paul during Christ's crucifixion is unknown, he was aware of the Christian 
movement and the identity of Jesus. St. Paul's zeal for the Jewish faith led him to join in the 
persecution of Christians. He actively participated in public beatings and trials, even overseeing the 
stoning of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr: “And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet 
of a young man named Saul.” – Acts 7:58 

However, a life-changing encounter on the road to Damascus transformed St. Paul's life. As he 
journeyed to Damascus, seeking permission to apprehend Christians who had fled Jerusalem, a 
blinding light enveloped him, and he heard the voice of Jesus, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?" … “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (Acts 
9:4-5) Overwhelmed, St. Paul fell to the ground and asked Jesus what he should do. Instructed to enter 
Damascus  (Acts 9:5-6) , St. Paul was led by hand, blind, to the house of Ananias, a Christian leader. 

Ananias, initially hesitant due to St. Paul's reputation as a persecutor, was reassured by Jesus that Paul 
was chosen to bear His name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel: “Go, for he is a chosen 
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him 
how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” (Acts 9:15-16). With the laying on of hands, Paul 
regained his sight, was baptized, and accepted the Christian faith. St. Paul's understanding of the Old 
Testament prophecies and his knowledge of the Jewish faith made him receptive to Christianity. He 
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recognized Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and embraced his teachings with unwavering devotion. 
As a devout and religious Jew he was closer to Christianity than anybody else because he knew what 
to look for, all their hope was waiting for the Messiah, he just needed a little push and he would easily 
become a Christian. “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these 
are they which testify of Me.” – John 5:39.  

St. Paul’s Ministry 

From Damascus, St. Paul began his ministry, focusing initially on preaching to the Jewish population. 
However, his message and success in converting many Jews angered the Jewish leaders, who plotted 
to kill him. St. Paul escaped to Jerusalem, where he was initially met with suspicion by the Christian 
leaders due to his past actions. Barnabas, a fellow apostle, vouched for St. Paul, and he was accepted 
into the Christian community. Yet, the Jewish authorities remained hostile, forcing St. Paul to flee 
Jerusalem once again. 

St. Paul spent the next three years in the Arabian desert, reflecting on his life and divine calling. During 
this time, he contemplated the profound implications of the gospel message and prepared himself for 
the significant work that lay ahead. Emerging from the desert, St. Paul returned to preaching, this time 
in the Jewish regions. He landed in Antioch, the third most important city in the Roman Empire and 
the capital of Syria. There, he preached and converted many people, leading to the growth and 
strengthening of the church under his guidance. 

At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the church in Antioch designated St. Paul and St. Barnabas for a 
new mission to spread the gospel beyond Jewish communities (Acts 13:1-3) . This marked the 
beginning of Paul's missionary journeys, which would take him across the Roman Empire, establishing 
and nurturing Christian communities while facing numerous challenges and persecutions. 

Throughout his journeys, Paul wrote letters to the churches he founded, providing guidance, 
encouragement, and theological insights that continue to shape Christian beliefs and practices to this 
day. His teachings on faith, grace, and the redemptive work of Jesus Christ have had a profound 
impact on countless individuals and communities over the centuries. 
 

St. Paul’s Missionary Trips 

St. Paul then embarked on three significant missionary journeys that profoundly impacted the 
spiritual landscape of Europe. These journeys were instrumental in establishing deep roots of 
Christian spirituality across the continent and left an enduring legacy. The missionary endeavors 
began in Antioch, a city near modern-day Turkey. Filled with divine purpose, he set out to spread the 
message of Jesus Christ, traveling extensively throughout Europe. With each step, he encountered 
both fervent believers and fierce opposition. Despite facing persecution, death threats, and 
tribulations, St. Paul's unwavering faith and unwavering determination spurred him and his followers 
forward. 

During his journeys, St. Paul visited numerous cities, preaching in synagogues and marketplaces. His 
sermons captivated audiences, igniting a spark of faith in the hearts of many. He established churches 
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in various locations, ordaining priests and bishops to shepherd and guide the growing Christian 
communities. In addition to his preaching and teaching, St. Paul also wrote letters to the churches he 
had established during his trips to follow up on their progress and offer guidance and encouragement. 
These letters, which later became known as the Pauline epistles, provide valuable insights into the 
early Christian communities and the spiritual concerns of the time. 

Each of St. Paul's missionary trips spanned three to four years, characterized by tireless travel, fervent 
preaching, and unwavering dedication. He tirelessly traversed challenging terrain, facing perils and 
hardships along the way. His passionate preaching, coupled with his profound understanding of the 
Scriptures, resonated deeply with people from all walks of life. Through his efforts, countless 
individuals embraced the teachings of Jesus Christ, transforming their lives and shaping the cultural 
and spiritual fabric of Europe. 

Upon completing his missionary journeys, St. Paul returned to Antioch, where he continued to 
minister to the church and provide guidance to the communities he had established. His tireless 
efforts left an indelible mark on Christianity, and his legacy continues to inspire and guide believers to 
this day. 
 
 

1st Missionary Trip (Acts 13:4 -14:26) 

St. Paul, accompanied by Barnabas and John Mark, embarked on their first missionary journey, guided 
by the Holy Spirit's call to service (Acts 13:2). This trip commenced in Seleucia, where they set sail for 
Cyprus. Upon arrival in Salamis, they traversed the island until they reached Paphos. From there, they 
sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John Mark decided to depart from the group (Acts 13:13). 

Continuing their journey, Paul and Barnabas arrived in Antioch in Pisidia. Here, they began 
preaching to the entire city, extending their message beyond the confines of the synagogue. This act of 
inclusivity evoked envy among the Jews, who stirred up persecution against St. Paul and St. Barnabas. 
Undeterred, the word of God spread throughout the entire region (Acts 13:44-49). 

After Antioch, St. Paul and St. Barnabas traveled to Iconium. In this city, a significant division 
arose between the new believers and the Jews. The animosity escalated to the point where the locals 
plotted to stone St. Paul and St. Barnabas. Recognizing the imminent danger, they fled to Lystra and 
Derbe, where they continued preaching (Acts 14:1-6). 

In Lystra, Paul and Barnabas performed a miraculous healing of a paralyzed man. Initially, the 
people of Lystra revered them as gods and prepared to offer sacrifices in their honor (Acts 14:8-13). 
However, as the two disciples proclaimed the message of Jesus Christ, the crowd's sentiments shifted, 
and they turned against them, stoning them. Undeterred, Sts. Paul and Barnabas proceeded to Derbe, 
where they preached and made disciples (Acts 14:19-21). Afterward, they retraced their steps, 
revisiting Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the faith of the disciples and ordaining priests 
along the way. Their journey continued through Pisidia and Pamphylia before arriving in Attalia. From 
there, they sailed back to Antioch, their home base (Acts 14:21-26). This entire area, known as Galatia, 
was preached to and cared for by St. Paul. He eventually passed by on his following journeys as well as 
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wrote a letter to the Galatians to correct false teachings about the Law and Christian freedom that had 
spread after his departures. 

During his time in Antioch, the Judaism movement gained momentum, prompting St. Paul and 
St. Barnabas to travel to Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-2). Upon arrival, they reported all the remarkable things 
that God had accomplished among the Gentiles (Acts 15:4). Recognizing the need to address the 
concerns surrounding Judaism, the Jerusalem Council was convened under the leadership of St. 
James, the Bishop of Jerusalem, around 50 AD (Acts 15:6-29). 
 

 

2nd Missionary Trip (Acts 15:40 - 18:22) 

After the Jerusalem Council, St. Paul chose Silas as his companion for his second missionary 
journey. Together, they set out to strengthen the churches in Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:40-41). They 
visited Derbe and Lystra, where they met St. Timothy, a young man who would later become a disciple 
of St. Paul. St. Paul circumcised St. Timothy to make him acceptable to the Jewish communities they 
would encounter. From there, St. Paul and Silas intended to preach in Asia, but the Holy Spirit forbade 
them. Instead, they were led by a vision to Macedonia (Acts 16:1-9). They sailed from Troas to 
Samothrace, then to Neapolis, and finally to Philippi, a major city in Macedonia (Acts 16:11-12). 

In Philippi, Paul and Silas encountered Lydia, a businesswoman who converted to Christianity along 
with her household. Their ministry in Philippi faced challenges, including harassment from a 
possessed servant girl. Paul's subsequent exorcism resulted in trouble with her masters, leading to the 
arrest and imprisonment of Paul and Silas.  While in prison, they sang hymns and praised God. In the 
middle of the night, a great earthquake shook the prison, and all the doors were opened. The jailer, 
thinking that all the prisoners had escaped, was about to kill himself when Paul called out to him, 
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assuring him that everyone was still there. Impressed by this, the jailer and his household were 
baptized (Acts 16:13-34). The next morning, the magistrates ordered St. Paul and Silas to be released, 
but Paul refused, asserting his rights as a Roman citizen. The magistrates then came to apologize and 
pleaded with them to leave the city (Acts 16:35-40). Despite these difficulties, St. Paul's teachings on 
faith, love, and unity greatly influenced the Philippian church. His letters to the Philippians 
emphasized their partnership in the gospel, urging them to remain steadfast in their faith, support one 
another, and live in harmony as followers of Christ (Philippians 1:5, 2:1-4, 4:1-3). St. Paul's teachings 
inspired the Philippians to become a vibrant and supportive Christian community. 

Sts. Paul, Silas, and Timothy traveled on to Amphipolis and Apollonia, eventually reaching 
Thessalonica. In Thessalonica, they preached in the synagogue, and many people, including some 
Jews, believed in Jesus. However, their success aroused the jealousy of the unbelieving Jews, who 
stirred up persecution against them. The believers sent St. Paul and Silas away to Berea. (Acts 17:1-10) 
However, St. Paul maintained a strong relationship with the Thessalonians, writing them two letters, 
known as the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, from Corinth. In these letters, St. Paul 
expressed his love and concern for the Thessalonians, providing them with guidance and 
encouragement in their faith. The Thessalonians' had unwavering faith and love for one another, and 
thus he commending them for their steadfastness in the face of adversity. And encourages them to the 
importance of living a holy and upright life, urging the Thessalonians to abstain from sexual 
immorality, covetousness, and dishonesty. Similarly, St. Paul writes to them a second epistle which 
dives deeper into theological matters, addressing concerns and questions raised by the Thessalonians. 
He clarifies misconceptions about the end times, emphasizing that the Day of the Lord will not come 
without certain events unfolding first. St. Paul also addresses the importance of remaining steadfast in 
faith, regardless of the challenges and trials that may arise. 

St. Paul then traveled to the city of Berea in ancient Greece (Acts 17:10-14). The Bereans were known 
for their willingness to examine the scriptures and test the teachings of others against them. This is 
evident in their response to Paul and Silas' preaching. When Paul and Silas came to Berea, they 
preached in the synagogue and many people, both Jews and Greeks, responded positively to their 
message. However, when news of their success reached the Jews in Thessalonica, they came to Berea 
and stirred up the crowd against them. Paul was forced to leave Berea, but Silas and Timothy 
remained behind. The Bereans' willingness to examine the scriptures and test the teachings of others 
against them is a model for all believers. We should always be willing to test what we are taught 
against the scriptures to make sure that it is true. 

St. Paul traveled on to Athens, the center of Greek philosophy. He was deeply troubled by the 
city's idolatry and preached boldly in the synagogue and the marketplace, proclaiming the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He was invited to speak at the Areopagus, the council that oversaw religious matters in 
Athens. There, he delivered a powerful speech, arguing for the existence of one true God and the need 
for repentance and faith in Jesus. (Acts 17:15-34) 

From Athens, St. Paul went to Corinth, where he met Aquila and Priscilla, a Jewish couple who had 
been expelled from Rome. They were tentmakers like Paul, and together, they worked and preached in 
Corinth. On the Sabbath, Paul reasoned in the synagogue, persuading both Jews and Greeks to believe 
in Jesus (Acts 18:1-4). He stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching and strengthening the 
church. Eventually, St. Paul left Corinth and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Aquila and Priscilla (Acts 
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18:11,18). St. Paul maintained his love and relationship with them and wrote two letters to the 
Corinthians. In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addressed various issues within the church, 
including divisions, sexual immorality, and the proper use of spiritual gifts. He also provided guidance 
on marriage, divorce, and the resurrection of the dead. In his second letter to the Corinthians, many 
started questioning the apostleship of St. Paul . St. Paul wrote this letter defending his ministry and 
apostleship against false accusations and criticisms. He also expressed his deep love and concern for 
the Corinthian church and urged them to remain steadfast in their faith. 

After sailing to Syria, they stopped at Ephesus and left Priscilla and Aquila there. St. Paul 
continued on to Caesarea and then to Antioch, where he reported to the church about his missionary 
journey. (Acts 18:1-22) 
 

3rd Missionary Trip (Acts 18:23 - 21:16) 

 

Following his successful ministry in Corinth, St. Paul set out on his third missionary journey, departing 
from Antioch and traveling through the region of Galatia and Phrygia (Acts 18:23). His primary 
destination was Ephesus, a major city in the Roman province of Asia. Upon arriving in Ephesus, St. Paul 
encountered a group of disciples who had been baptized by John the Baptist. Recognizing the 
importance of receiving the Holy Spirit, St. Paul baptized them, and they experienced the outpouring 
of the Spirit's gifts (Acts 19:1-7). The word of God spread rapidly among the believers in Ephesus, and 
many people came to faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 19:10). 

However, St. Paul's ministry in Ephesus was not without its challenges. A silversmith named 
Demetrius, whose business was dependent on the production of idols, stirred up anger against St. 
Paul. He incited a mob of craftsmen and artisans, leading to a riot in the city. St. Paul was forced to 
leave Ephesus and continue his journey to Macedonia and Achaia (Acts 19:23-41). He maintained his 
relationship with the Ephesians and wrote them a letter encouraging unity in the church and 
explaining the nature of the Church.  
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While in Macedonia, St. Paul received news of a plot against him by the Jews. He decided to 
return to Asia, but instead of going directly to Ephesus, he went to Troas. It was in Troas that the 
dramatic incident of Eutychus occurred. One evening, as St. Paul was preaching in an upper room, a 
young man named Eutychus fell from the third story and died. St. Paul rushed to his side and prayed 
for him, and miraculously, Eutychus was brought back to life. (Acts 20:1-12) After this event, St. Paul 
resumed his travels and visited Assos, Mitylene, and Miletus. In Miletus, he summoned the elders of 
the Ephesian church and gave them a farewell address, encouraging them to remain steadfast in their 
faith and to shepherd the flock of God. (Acts 20:13-38) 

From Miletus, St. Paul sailed to Ephesus and spent some time strengthening the believers. He 
then continued his journey, visiting the islands of Cos and Rhodes and the cities of Patra and 
Phoenician. Finally, he arrived in Tyre, where he greeted the brethren and stayed for a while before 
proceeding to Caesarea and then to Jerusalem. (Acts 20:15-21) St. Paul's third mission trip covered a 
vast area and spanned several years. Through his tireless efforts, the gospel of Jesus Christ was spread 
to new regions, thousands of people were converted, and churches were established throughout the 
Roman world. (Acts 20:22-38) 
 

St. Paul Imprisonment: Acts 21:27 - 28:31 

Shortly after arriving in Jerusalem at the conclusion of his third missionary trip, St. Paul found 
himself embroiled in a tumultuous turn of events. As he ventured into the city, a mob of angry Jews, 
stirred up by religious zealots, violently assaulted him. The situation quickly escalated, and St. Paul 
was apprehended by the Roman commander, Claudius Lysias. Initially, the commander intended to 
scourge St. Paul as a means of extracting information and quelling the public unrest. However, a 
startling revelation emerged when St. Paul boldly declared his Roman citizenship. This declaration 
held immense significance, as Roman law strictly prohibited the scourging of a Roman citizen without 
a fair trial. (Acts 21:27-36) 

Recognizing the gravity of the situation, the commander decided to transfer St. Paul to 
Caesarea, the provincial capital, where he was to be held in custody and await trial. During his time in 
Caesarea, St. Paul faced various legal proceedings and political maneuvering. He was initially put 
under the authority of Governor Felix, who, despite being aware of St. Paul's innocence, kept him 
imprisoned for two years in an attempt to curry favor with the Jewish leaders. (Acts 23:23-24:27) 
However, a change in leadership occurred when Felix was succeeded by Governor Festus. Recognizing 
the injustice of St. Paul's prolonged detention, Festus offered him the opportunity to present his case 
before the Roman emperor, Caesar. Eager to seek justice and vindication, St. Paul eagerly embraced 
this chance and appealed to Caesar's judgment. (Acts 25:1-12) 

Thus, St. Paul embarked on a perilous journey to Rome, accompanied by a group of prisoners and 
Roman soldiers. The voyage was far from smooth, encountering fierce storms, shipwrecks, and various 
dangers along the way. Despite the challenges, St. Paul remained steadfast in his faith, providing 
comfort and guidance to his fellow travelers. Upon reaching Rome, St. Paul was granted a form of 
house arrest, allowing him to live under the guard of a single Roman soldier. During this time, St. Paul 
continued his missionary work, preaching the gospel and converting many to Christianity. His 
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influence spread throughout the city, reaching even members of the imperial household. (Acts 
27:1-28:31) 

After a period of relative freedom, St. Paul was re-imprisoned under tighter security. During this 
second imprisonment, he authored several of his epistles, providing guidance and encouragement to 
the early Christian communities. It is believed that St. Paul eventually visited Crete, Ephesus, and 
Macedonia during the time between his two imprisonments.  
 

His Epistles 

St. Paul authored 14 epistles, which constitute a significant portion of the New Testament. These 
letters, addressed to various churches and individuals, provide valuable insights into his theological 
teachings, pastoral guidance, and personal experiences. 

During his missionary journeys, St. Paul wrote several epistles. On his second missionary trip, he 
penned two letters to the church in Thessalonica, known as the First and Second Epistles to the 
Thessalonians. These letters focused on eschatological themes, such as the resurrection of the dead 
and the return of Christ. 

On his third missionary trip, St. Paul wrote a series of doctrinal epistles to address theological issues 
and provide guidance to the churches. These epistles include the Epistle to the Galatians, the First and 
Second Epistles to the Corinthians and the Epistle to the Romans. During his first imprisonment in 
Rome, St. Paul also wrote several personal epistles. The Epistle to the Colossians and the Epistle to the 
Ephesians as well as the Epistle to the Philippians and the Epistle to Philemon. 

Between his first and second imprisonments, St. Paul wrote additional epistles. The Epistle to the 
Hebrews, though its authorship is debated, addresses Jewish Christians and emphasizes the 
superiority of Christ over the Old Covenant. The First Epistle to Timothy and the Epistle to Titus, 
known as the Pastoral Epistles were also written. 

During his second imprisonment in Rome, St. Paul wrote his final epistle, the Second Epistle to 
Timothy. This letter reflects his unwavering faith and encourages Timothy to remain steadfast in the 
face of persecution. 

St. Paul's epistles, written in response to specific situations and concerns within the early church, have 
had a profound impact on Christian theology and practice. They offer timeless wisdom and guidance 
for believers of all generations. Below is an overview of all the epistles: 

 

Epistle Theme Relationship Objective Issues Addressed 

Romans Righteousness by 
faith, the gospel of 
Christ 

Paul had not yet 
visited Rome; he 
planned to visit 

To explain salvation 
through the gospel 
and unify believers 

Tension between 
Jewish and Gentile 
Christians; 
misunderstanding of 
the gospel 
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1 Corinthians Christian conduct, 
church unity 

Paul founded the 
church in Corinth 

To address divisions, 
immorality, and 
questions about 
Christian living 

Divisions, sexual 
immorality, lawsuits 
among believers, 
confusion over 
spiritual gifts 

2 Corinthians Defense of 
apostleship, comfort 
in suffering 

Follow-up to the first 
letter, after painful visit 

To defend his 
apostleship and 
encourage the church 

False apostles 
questioning Paul's 
authority, 
reconciliation issues 

Galatians Justification by faith, 
freedom from the Law 

Paul founded the 
churches in Galatia 

To correct false 
teachings about the 
Law and Christian 
freedom 

False teachings about 
the necessity of 
circumcision and the 
Law 

Ephesians The Church as the 
body of Christ, unity in 
Christ 

Paul had a close 
relationship with the 
church in Ephesus 

To encourage unity in 
the church and 
explain the nature of 
the Church 

Possible loss of first 
love, spiritual warfare, 
divisions 

Philippians Joy in Christ, humility, 
and service 

Paul had a deep 
affection for the 
church in Philippi 

To encourage joy, 
humility, and 
perseverance despite 
suffering 

Disunity, external 
persecution, and 
internal challenges 

Colossians Supremacy of Christ, 
combating heresy 

Paul had not visited 
Colossae but was 
connected through 
others 

To combat heretical 
teachings and affirm 
Christ's supremacy 

False teachings, 
syncretism, and 
misunderstanding of 
Christ's nature 

1 Thessalonians Encouragement, the 
second coming of 
Christ 

Paul founded the 
church in 
Thessalonica 

To encourage 
faithfulness and clarify 
teachings on Christ's 
return 

Confusion about the 
second coming, 
persecution, moral 
concerns 

2 Thessalonians Clarification on the 
second coming, 
perseverance 

Follow-up to the first 
letter 

To correct 
misunderstandings 
about the second 
coming 

Misconceptions about 
the Day of the Lord, 
idleness, and disorder 

1 Timothy Church order, 
leadership 
qualifications 

Paul mentored 
Timothy, who was 
leading the church in 
Ephesus 

To instruct Timothy on 
leading the church 
and dealing with false 
teachings 

False doctrines, 
leadership challenges, 
moral conduct in the 
church 

2 Timothy Endurance in ministry, 
faithfulness to the 
gospel 

Paul’s final letter to 
Timothy during 
imprisonment 

To encourage Timothy 
to remain faithful in 
the face of 
persecution 

Persecution, potential 
for false teachings, 
Paul's imminent 
martyrdom 

Titus Church leadership, 
sound doctrine 

Paul left Titus in Crete 
to organize the church 

To instruct Titus on 
appointing leaders 

Disorder in the church, 
false teachings, moral 
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and teaching sound 
doctrine 

issues 

Philemon Forgiveness, Christian 
brotherhood 

Paul wrote to 
Philemon regarding 
his runaway slave, 
Onesimus 

To encourage 
Philemon to forgive 
Onesimus and receive 
him as a brother 

The issue of slavery 
and Christian 
brotherhood 

Hebrews Christ as the ultimate 
high priest, faith 

The audience is 
Jewish Christians; 
Paul’s authorship is 
debated 

To encourage Jewish 
Christians to remain 
faithful to Christ 

Temptation to return 
to Judaism, 
persecution, wavering 
faith 

 

 Review Questions 

1.​ What was St. Paul’s name before he converted? Saul 
2.​ How did he learn the Jewish Law? At Gamalie, the famous Jewish teacher 
3.​ Why was St. Paul going to Demascus when Jesus appeared to him? To grab the 

christian who escaped persecution in Jerusalem.  
4.​ How many Epistles did St. Paul write? 14 
5.​ Who accompanied St. Paul on his 1st missionary trip? St. Barnabas & St. Mark 
6.​ When did St. Mark depart them? After they arrived at Perga in Pamphylia 
7.​ Who accompanied St. Paul on his second missionary trip? St. Silas 
8.​ When did St. Timothy join them? On the second missionary trip at Lystra  
9.​ Whom did St. Paul meet at Corinth? Aquila and Priscilla  
10.​ What was St. Paul trait? Tentmaker 
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BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament 

Service in the Epistle of St. James 
BIBLE BASICS

 

Who is St. James? 

The New Testament refers to three figures named James, and careful distinction is necessary to 
understand the authorship and authority of the Epistle attributed to him. 

First, James, son of Zebedee, also referred to as St. James the Greater. He was one of the Twelve 
Apostles and the brother of St. John the Evangelist. Together they were called by Christ while mending 
their nets with their father, Zebedee, responding immediately to the Lord’s invitation to become 
“fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18–22), marking the beginning of their discipleship. St. James's 
unwavering commitment to Christ led to his martyrdom under Herod Agrippa I, making him the first 
apostle to lay down his life for the Gospel (Acts 12:2). 

Second is James, son of Alphaeus. He is also recognized as one of the twelve apostles. He is 
traditionally known as St. James the Lesser, a designation that refers to distinction, not dignity. Likely 
indicating age or stature rather than importance. While the Gospels don't provide extensive details 
about his life and ministry, his inclusion underscores his significance in the early Christian movement.  

The third figure is James the Just, commonly called James the brother of the Lord. Before the 
Resurrection, he did not openly believe in Christ’s mission (John 7:1–5). However, after the 
Resurrection, when Christ appeared to him personally (1 Corinthians 15:7), James underwent a 
transformation. He emerged as a pillar of the Church in Jerusalem and played a decisive role in 
guiding the early Christian community (Acts 1:13–14; Acts 15).  

Within Orthodox tradition, supported by patristic testimony, James the brother of the Lord, is 
identified with James the son of Alphaeus, also called “the Lesser.” St. Jerome relates that in Mark 
15:40, it is written, “Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses.” “The Less” means comparing 
between two persons, so there is no third James.  

In this understanding, the term brother reflects close familial relation, most commonly understood as 
cousin, rather than biological sibling, in keeping with the Church’s teaching on the perpetual virginity 
of St. Mary.  

His newfound faith propelled him into a position of leadership within the early church in Jerusalem. 
He is traditionally believed to be the author of the Epistle of James, a New Testament letter that 
emphasizes practical Christian living. St. James addresses how faith in Christ is lived concretely within 
the Church—through obedience, humility, mercy, self-control, and endurance.  
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St. James’ impact and legacy 

St. James, the Brother of the Lord and First Bishop of Jerusalem 

St. James, often referred to as "James the Just" or "James the Righteous," was chosen to lead the 
Church in Jerusalem, becoming its first bishop. He was called James the Righteous because he loved 
worship. His commitment to prayer and worship was renowned; it was said that his knees were 
calloused like a camel's from his constant kneeling in prayer, setting stage for the Book of James, a 
practical book teaching to approach God justly. 

In approximately 52 A.D., St. James presided over the Council of Jerusalem, the first apostolic council 
of the Christian Church. This council was convened to address the question of whether Gentile 
converts to Christianity needed to adhere to Jewish law, including circumcision. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit, St. James formed a resolution that affirmed salvation through Christ while freeing Gentile 
believers from the burden of Jewish ritual law. The council's decision, as recorded in Acts 15, was 
crucial in shaping the future of Christianity and its expansion beyond its Jewish roots. 

St. James’ authority within the early Church was widely recognized. Paul the Apostle refers to him as a 
“pillar” of the Church, alongside Peter and John (Galatians 2:9), affirming his central role in shaping 
Christian life and order. As bishop, St. James embodied the unity of faith and practice: steadfast 
doctrine rooted in prayer, expressed through righteous living. 

Martyrdom and Legacy 

St. Jerome mentioned that the Jews greatly feared him and hastened to touch his clothes. One time, 
they brought him to the top of the temple to witness against Christ, so he told them, “Christ now is 
sitting in the highest at the right hand of the Father, and He will judge the people.” When they heard 
him, some screamed, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The scribes and Pharisees attacked him while 
saying, “The righteous has strayed.” Then they threw him from the top to bottom. After falling, he knelt 
on his knees asking for forgiveness for them, but they hastened and stoned him. Then a man came and 
struck him with a hammer on his head. Instantly, he was martyred around the year 62 A.D., and was 
buried at the place of his martyrdom close to the Temple. 

St. Jerome, Church Father and historian, wrote that James was deeply respected, even feared, by the 
Jewish community in Jerusalem. His unwavering faith and commitment to Christ made him a target 
for those who opposed Christianity. St. James was eventually brought before the Jewish authorities 
and pressured to denounce Christ. Instead, he boldly proclaimed Jesus's divinity and ascension to the 
right hand of God: “Christ now is sitting in the highest at the right hand of the Father, and He will judge 
the people.” When they heard him, some screamed, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The scribes and 
Pharisees attacked him while saying, “The righteous has strayed.” Then they threw him from the top to 
bottom. After falling, he knelt on his knees asking for forgiveness for them. In their fury, they stoned 
him and finally struck a fatal blow to his head with a hammer. St. James was martyred around 62 A.D. 
and was buried near the Temple, close to the place of his martyrdom. His death marked a significant 
loss for the early Church. 

A Catholic Epistle, Written for all 
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The Epistle of Saint James, along with the first and second epistles of Saint Peter, the three epistles of 
Saint John, and the epistle of Saint Jude, are collectively known as the Catholic Epistles. This 
designation come from their broad and general nature, as they were not addressed to a specific 
church, city, or individual. Instead, they were intended for a broader audience, encompassing the 
entire Christian community. 

The Epistle of Saint James was written to the twelve tribes of Israel who were dispersed throughout 
the Roman Empire. These Jewish Christians, known as the Diaspora, faced unique challenges and 
tribulations due to their dual religious and cultural identities. The epistle sought to encourage and 
strengthen their faith amidst these hardships. 

Saint James's central message was that Christians should remain steadfast in their practical faith. He 
emphasized the importance of living out one's faith through righteous actions and deeds. According to 
Saint James, true faith is not mere intellectual assent or verbal profession, but rather a dynamic force 
that manifests itself in a life of virtue and charity. 

The epistle also addresses the concept of living faith and its correlation with deeds. Saint James 
argues that faith without works is dead. He exhorts Christians to demonstrate their faith through their 
actions, such as caring for the poor, visiting the sick, and showing hospitality to strangers. 

He warns against certain sins, particularly pride, envy, and boasting. Saint James emphasizes the 
destructive nature of these sins and encourages Christians to cultivate humility, contentment, and 
gratitude. He also highlights the importance of controlling one's tongue, as words have the power to 
uplift or wound. 

The Division of the Epistle 

While the Book of St. James can be broken down and studied chapter by chapter, we will breakdown 
the book and extract the teachings that are most applicable to service. The general purpose of the 
book is to encourage Christians to endure tribulations with wisdom and be steadfast in the faith with 
good works. He, additionally warns of the dangers of some sins. 

1.​ Faith and Temptations (Chapter 1) 
2.​ Faith and Works (Chapter 2) 
3.​ Faith and the Tongue (Chapter 3) 
4.​ Faith and inner peace (Chapter 4) 
5.​ Faith in all circumstances (Chapter 5) 

Chapter 1: Faith and Temptations | The Wise Servant 

Temptations can be categorized into two main types: external and internal.  

●​ External temptations: Comes from the external world and can include enticements 
from other people, alluring situations, or the appeal of material possessions.  

●​ Internal temptation: Originates from within ourselves and can stem from our own 
desires, thoughts, and emotions. 
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Facing trials and temptations requires an approach that involves both spiritual and practical 
strategies. St. James teaches his readers that to be complete, lacking nothing, one must ask God for 
heavenly wisdom.  

“But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, 
with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by 
the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord” 
(James 1:4-7)  

Perfection, completeness, is rooted in wisdom from, which in turn is rooted in humility. St. James 
elaborates on this in Chapter 3:13-18 comparing this heavenly wisdom against earthly wisdom:  

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his 
works are done in the meekness of wisdom, But if you have bitter envy and 
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does 
not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and 
self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 

True wisdom, according to St. James, manifests itself in "good conduct" and deeds performed with a 
spirit of meekness and humility. True wisdom is then contrasted with a false, worldly wisdom driven by 
"bitter envy" and "self-seeking." Those who possess this kind of wisdom, the passage warns, are prone 
to boasting, dishonesty, and a denial of truth. This type of wisdom is described as "earthly, sensual, 
demonic" - it does not originate from a divine source, but rather from a place of baser human instincts. 

The consequences of this worldly wisdom are "confusion and every evil thing." Envy and self-seeking 
breed chaos and negativity. In stark contrast, the wisdom that comes from above is characterized by 
purity, peacefulness, gentleness, and a willingness to yield. It is full of mercy and good fruits, impartial 
and sincere. 

St. Paul's visit to Athens provides a compelling example of wisdom in action.  He didn't simply 
condemn the Athenians for their idolatry; he observed their culture, found common ground (the 
"unknown god" altar), and tailored his message accordingly. “Then Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was 
passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you.” 
(Acts 17:22-23) This approach allowed him to engage the Athenian intellectuals respectfully, peacefully 
and thoughtfully, opening doors for the Gospel. 

Our service often goes beyond preaching or teaching. Visiting someone in need, offering practical help, 
or simply being present requires wisdom. Discerning the right words, actions, and timing can make all 
the difference in effectively ministering to others. Whether interacting with fellow servants, reaching 
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out to the lost, or building relationships within the community, wisdom is essential. It helps us 
navigate conflicts, understand different personalities, and respond with love and grace in every 
situation. 

 

Key Aspect of 
Wisdom in 

Service 

Description Supporting Biblical Verse 

Discernment Understanding the needs of 
others and the appropriate 
response. 

“For the Lord gives wisdom; 
From His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding”- Proverbs 2:6 

Empathy Connecting with people on an 
emotional level and showing 
genuine care. 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 
those who weep.” - Romans 12:15 

Humility Recognizing our limitations and 
relying on God's guidance. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean 
not on your own understanding; In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, 
And He shall [a]direct your paths.“ - Proverbs 
3:5-6 

Flexibility Adapting our approach to 
different situations and 
individuals. 

“For though I am free from all men, I have made 
myself a servant to all, that I might win the more” 
- 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Patience Trusting God's timing and not 
forcing outcomes. 

“To everything there is a season, 
A time for every purpose under heaven:” - 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Courage Speaking the truth in love, even 
when it's difficult. 

“ but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in 
all things into Him who is the head—Christ—” - 
Ephesians 4:15 

By seeking wisdom and applying it in our service, we can become more effective instruments of God's 
love and grace, impacting lives and advancing His Kingdom. 

Chapter 2: Faith and Works | The Doer Servant & Partiality 
The Doer Servant 

In James 1:22-25, St. James focuses on the importance of being a doer of God's word and not just a 
hearer. He warns against the self-deception that comes from merely hearing the word without putting 
it into practice: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he 
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into 
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the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 
one will be blessed in what he does.” 

The Bible serves as our mirror, reflecting our true selves. When we read and study it, we see our 
strengths and weaknesses, our virtues and vices. This self-examination should not lead to despair but 
to repentance and change. Just as we use a physical mirror to adjust our appearance, we use the Bible 
to adjust our lives to align with God's will. 

In the following chapter, St. James elaborates on the natural state of such works that come from true 
faith. True faith, the kind that saves, is not merely intellectual assent or emotional sentiment. It is a 
complete faith that encompasses both trust in God and a life lived in obedience to His commands. This 
means that genuine faith will inevitably produce good works. As Jesus said, "You will know them by 
their fruits" (Matthew 7:16).This is not to say that we are saved by our works, but rather that works are 
the evidence of true faith. Just as a tree is known by its fruit, so a Christian is known by their actions. 

Even demons believe in God, but their belief does not lead to salvation. They know that God exists, but 
they do not love Him or obey Him. Their faith is dead, because it is not accompanied by works. They 
tremble before God, not out of reverence but out of fear. Those who look into the perfect law of liberty 
and continue in it, who are not forgetful hearers but doers of the work, will be blessed in what they do. 
They will experience the joy of obedience, the peace of God's presence, and the fulfillment of His 
promises. Their lives will be a testimony to the power of the Gospel, and they will be a blessing to 
those around them. 

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily 
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but 
you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 
17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will 
say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I 
will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. 
Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, 
that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working 
together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is 
justified by works, and not by faith only. 

Accordingly, a servant is not just a teacher, he (or she) is a helper, guide and teacher. The helper role 
directly relates to the actions of a "doer" servant. A helper actively assists and supports others, 
prioritizing their needs above their own comfort. Similarly, the guider role can also be connected to 
the doer servant concept. While guiding involves offering advice and direction, it can also include 
actively helping individuals navigate challenges and make informed decisions. The teacher role, while 
not solely focused on doing, can also involve active participation in helping others learn and grow. The 
teacher, by living faith, becomes an example of the word preached. While there are works done in 
research and study going into preparation, the elements of a true teacher is evident in the true faith of 
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the teacher’s day to the day life. And while the helping, guiding and teaching in and of themselves are 
not the works of faith, they are the results of true faith.  

We need to always measure our deed, and words according to what the Lord is teaching us in the 
prefect law of liberty.  This perfect law of liberty, rooted in love and grace, calls us to live not according 
to our own desires or the dictates of the world, but in accordance with the truth and wisdom of God. 

One powerful example of Christ's servant leadership is found in his encounter with the Samaritan 
woman at the well. Despite the cultural and social barriers that separated them, Jesus took the time to 
engage with her, offering her the living water of salvation. This act of kindness and compassion not 
only transformed the Samaritan woman's life but also challenged the prejudices and assumptions of 
those around him. Similarly, St. Paul dedicated his life to spreading the Gospel, traveling extensively 
and enduring hardship and persecution for the sake of those he served. His example of unwavering 
commitment and self-sacrifice serves as a powerful reminder that the Christian life is not about 
seeking our own comfort or success, but about following in the footsteps of Christ, who came not to be 
served but to serve. 

In light of these examples, we are called to examine our own lives and motivations, asking ourselves 
whether we are truly living as servants of Christ. Are we willing to go the extra mile, to put the needs of 
others before our own, to sacrifice our own comfort and convenience for the sake of the Gospel? These 
are not easy questions, but they are essential if we are to live in accordance with the perfect law of 
liberty and fulfill our calling as followers of Christ. 
 
Partiality in Service 

The apostle then introduces the concept of the "law of liberty," which he describes as the second 
greatest commandment of Christ. This law calls upon believers to love their neighbors as themselves. 
James highlights that showing partiality is a transgression of this law and is incompatible with 
upholding "the whole law." 

One of the most damaging sins in service is the sin of partiality. St. James speaks on the subject clearly 
at the start of Chapter 2. In this passage, James addresses the issue of partiality within the Christian 
church. He cautions against showing favoritism based on outward appearances, particularly wealth 
and social status. He illustrates the sin of partiality with a hypothetical scenario: If a wealthy, 
well-dressed individual and a poor, poorly clothed person enter a gathering, and the well-dressed 
person is given preferential treatment, this demonstrates partiality and a judgment based on evil 
thoughts. 

God often chooses the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of His kingdom. Showing 
partiality towards the rich and dishonoring the poor not only disregards God's chosen people but also 
aligns oneself with those who oppress and blaspheme God's name. The true fulfillment of the law lies 
in loving one's neighbor as oneself. Showing partiality contradicts this royal law and results in sin and 
transgression. 

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in 
fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you 
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pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a 
good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my 
footstool,” have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of 
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those 
who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress 
you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that noble name by 
which you are called. If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; but if you show partiality, 
you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressor. 

It is of highest importance that servants beware of personal favoritism. Partiality is a sin. St. Paul 
likewise says in Romans 2:1: “For there is no partiality with God”. Similarly in Acts 10:34: “Then Peter 
opened his mouth and said: “I perceive that God shows no partiality”. Servants shouldn’t show 
favoritism based on appearance, relationship, expected gains, spirituality or evident sins! Who doesn’t 
desire to be loved? If the church which teaches unity and love, omits certain children due to different 
circumstances, what does this ‘work’ and ‘fruit’ teach them? 

Chapter 3: Faith and the Tongue 
The Tongue and the Teacher 

James 3:1-12 warns that teachers will be judged more strictly than others. A position of leadership or 
influence carries greater responsibility, and what we say reveals who we are. Only through the work of 
the Holy Spirit can the tongue be brought under control. Is it fair to have stricter judgment for 
teachers? Certainly, it is fair to have stricter judgment for teachers because they can cause more 
damage and are expected to know more. Christ said during the Sermon on the Mount, "By the same 
measure it will be measured to you." We establish rules and ask people to follow them, and as 
teachers, we should be held to the same standard. Additionally, Luke 12:48 states, "For everyone to 
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him 
they will ask the more." 

The tongue has the power to direct, destroy, and delight. Proverbs 18:6-8 speaks of the destructive 
power of a fool's speech, comparing it to a snare that leads to destruction. ““A fool’s lips enter into 
contention, And his mouth calls for blows. A fool’s mouth is his destruction, And his lips are the snare 
of his soul. The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, And they go down into the inmost body”As 
mentioned in verses 3-4, like a bit in a horse's mouth or a rudder on a ship, the tongue needs the 
control of a strong hand—the hand of God—to direct it properly. The tongue also has the power to 
destroy through anger, rumors, and lies, which can spread and cause harm to both ourselves and 
others.  

Similarly, in Colossians 4:6, St. Paul reminds us to “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” Conversely, the tongue can also 
delight and nourish like a fountain or a fig tree, offering blessings to those we serve. 

Psalm 141:3-4 and James 1:19 emphasize the importance of guarding our speech and being slow to 
speak and slow to wrath. The wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Proverbs 10:11 
and 18:4 highlight the contrast between the words of the righteous and the wicked, stating that the 
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mouth of the righteous is a well of life and a source of wisdom, while violence covers the mouth of the 
wicked. Proverbs 10:11 “The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, But violence covers the mouth of 
the wicked.” Proverbs 18:4 “The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; The wellspring of wisdom is 
a flowing brook.” 

Everyone will give an account for every idle word we speak on the day of judgment. Our words should 
be well tamed both inside and outside the classroom. and by our words, we will be justified or 
condemned: “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:35-37) Working on preserving the tongue, even 
while outside the classroom, indirectly works at the heart of the servant. The heart of the servant, 
bonded to God, is the fruit of service desired. 

Chapter 4: Faith and Inner Peace | The Patient Servant 

In the hustle and bustle of modern life, the pursuit of inner peace often feels elusive. We live in a world 
where external noise, inner conflict, and the pressures of daily living can easily stir up restlessness in 
our hearts. Yet, the Scriptures, particularly James Chapter 4, offer timeless wisdom on how we can 
cultivate both inner peace and patience in service to others. As servants, individuals who are seeking 
to serve God and others, these qualities are essential for maintaining a healthy, harmonious, and 
effective service.  

St. James writes to believers who were struggling with conflict, worldly desires, and a lack of peace. 
His words remind us that peace is not something we can create by our own effort alone; it is a fruit of 
humility, submission to God, and selfless service. He opens Chapter 4 with a stark observation about 
the source of conflict: "Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 
desires for pleasure that war in your members? " (James 4:1, NKJV). 

For servants, this verse reveals an essential truth: our internal struggles often give birth to external 
conflict. The desires that battle within us - pride, selfish ambition, envy, and greed - can disrupt our 
peace and hinder our ability to serve with patience and humility. These internal battles are the result 
of our human nature, which pulls us toward self-centered living rather than selfless service. It may 
express itself in the service as a resistance towards other servants, a desire to lead, a desire to decide, 
a desire to object out of selfish ambition mistaken as ‘zeal’. The antidote to internal conflict is found in 
James' call for humility and submission. He writes: “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” (James 4:7-8, NKJV). 

Humility is the foundation of inner peace. When we submit ourselves to God, we acknowledge that He 
is in control and that His ways are higher than ours. This submission doesn’t mean passivity or 
resignation; rather, it’s an active surrender of our will to His. It involves choosing God’s will over our 
own desires, which often leads to inner peace. Submission to God also requires resisting the devil, who 
stirs up desires that lead to conflict. The devil tempts us with pride, selfish ambition, and other vices 
that can disturb our peace. But when we resist these temptations and draw near to God, He promises 
to draw near to us, offering us the peace that surpasses understanding. 
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St. James also addresses the tendency to plan without considering God’s will. He writes:“Come now, 
you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, 
and make a profit”; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even 
a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” (James 4:13-14, NKJV). As servants, our 
peace is often disrupted when we try to control the future or live with a sense of entitlement. Planning 
with humility involves acknowledging that we don’t know what the future holds and submitting our 
plans to God’s will. We may set goals, but we trust God with the outcomes, knowing that He is 
sovereign. 

Patience is another hallmark of inner peace in service. St. James calls believers to wait on the Lord, to 
trust in His timing, and to persevere through difficulties. He writes: “Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” (James 5:7, NKJV). Servants are often called to 
long-term service, where the fruits of their labor may not be immediately visible. This requires 
patience and trust in God’s timing. We may not always see immediate results, but we are called to 
remain faithful, trusting that God is working in ways we cannot always perceive. 

Chapter 5: Faith in all circumstances| Serving the Lost Sheep 

In the closing chapter of the epistle, we find a powerful call to action for spiritual servants: the pursuit 
of the lost. This mission is both urgent and deeply rooted in the compassion of Christ. St. James ends 
his letter with a plea for believers to turn their attention to those who have wandered from the truth, 
encouraging them to bring them back to the fold, instead of focusing on worldly riches and worldly 
matters. James 5:19-20 serves as the foundation for our calling to “seek the lost sheep.” We can 
examine how the act of seeking, restoring, and saving the lost connects to the heart of God, the 
mission of the Church, and the role of the patient servant in the process of reconciliation. 

St. James writes in the final verses of his letter: “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, 
and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save 
a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20, NKJV). This is a direct call to action for 
believers to reach out to those who have strayed from the faith. The image of the "lost sheep" is deeply 
rooted in Scripture, from the parables of Jesus to the prophetic words of Ezekiel. God’s heart is for the 
lost, and His desire is that none should perish. Spiritual servants are invited into this mission: an act of 
love, mercy, and grace. 

In the context of St. James' letter, the "lost" could refer to believers who have turned away from the 
truth, fallen into sin, or become distracted by the cares of the world. This challenges us to recognize 
that the mission of restoration is not just the work of a few; it is the calling of the entire Church, the 
body of Christ. 

James 5:19-20 calls not only for prayer for the lost but for active involvement in bringing them back. 
It’s not enough to acknowledge someone’s spiritual wanderings from afar; spiritual servants are called 
to take action. The act of "bringing back" someone who has wandered is a proactive, intentional 
pursuit. It may involve reaching out, listening with empathy, offering biblical counsel, or simply being 
present in their time of need. This calling is not just for priests or church leaders, but for all believers 
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who have the heart of a servant. It requires courage, humility, and a deep sense of responsibility for 
the spiritual well-being of others. 

St. Paul echoes this sentiment when he writes in Galatians 6:1: “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted.” (NKJV). As servants, we are invited to participate in the gentle restoration of those 
who have fallen away, always mindful of our own need for grace. 

When we actively participate in restoring someone to the truth, we are doing far more than offering 
advice or comfort. We are playing a role in the salvation of their soul. The imagery of "saving from 
death" speaks not just to physical death but to eternal separation from God. The urgency of this 
mission cannot be overstated. The act of bringing someone back also has a redemptive quality—it 
“covers over a multitude of sins.” This phrase evokes the language of atonement and forgiveness 
found throughout Scripture, particularly in the work of Christ. When we restore someone to the fold, 
we bring them back into a place of grace and mercy, where their sins are forgiven, and they are made 
right with God. As servants, we are invited into this holy work of reconciliation. It is not just about 
offering forgiveness to the wayward but also about creating a space for healing, restoration, and new 
life in Christ. 

Seeking the lost is not always an immediate or easy task. There are often setbacks, misunderstandings, 
and emotional challenges in the process. The lost may resist, or the process of restoration may take 
longer than we anticipate. This is where the patient servant comes in. In his letter, James speaks to the 
importance of perseverance in trials. He writes earlier in Chapter 5: “Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” (James 5:7, NKJV). 

The analogy of the farmer points to the long, often slow process of restoration. Just as a farmer cannot 
control the timing of the harvest, neither can we control the timing of someone’s return to the faith. 
But we are still called to patiently work, trusting that God is at work in the hearts of those we seek. 

 
The Epistle of St. James - Fr. Tadros Y. Malaty 

     

 Review Questions 

1.​ Who is the writer of this Epistle? (St. James the Brother of the Lord) 
2.​ To whom this Epistle was written? (To the twelve tribes in the dispersion) 
3.​ How could we endure temptation according to the Epistle of St. James? (Through 

Wisdom & Humility) 
4.​ Does God tempt with evil? (No) 
5.​ Why is work important according to the Epistle of St. James? (It’s a proof of faith) 
6.​ Why should we refrain from counseling others with our own wisdom? (Our wisdom is 

earthly, full of pride, not from God. Teachers will be judged more strictly on the 
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judgment day. 
7.​ What causes disruption in the Church? (lack of faith & works & worldly desires) 
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2.1  New Testament: From Resurrection to Redemption 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
BIBLE BASICS

 

Overview 

The Christian life after the Resurrection is not a moral program, nor a philosophical system. It is life in 
the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, there is no true faith, no repentance, no sanctification, no 
confession of Christ, and no growth in holiness. Everything that the Church lives, teaches, and 
transmits flows from the presence and work of the Holy Spirit within her. 

How Do We Obtain the Grace of the Holy Spirit? 

The Lord Himself directs us to the primary doorway through which the grace of the Holy Spirit enters 
the human heart: prayer rooted in trust and humility. 

“Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”​
(John 16:24b, NKJV) 

This asking is not casual. It is the asking of a child who knows that the Father desires his salvation 
more than he desires it himself. 

“…what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if 
he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask Him!”​
(Matthew 7:9–11, NKJV) 

The “good things” Christ speaks of are not worldly comforts, but the grace of the Holy Spirit Himself. 
Therefore, the grace of the Holy Spirit comes to us through prayer, especially prayer that is 
accompanied by repentance, humility, and obedience. 

What Are the Functions of the Holy Spirit? 

The Holy Spirit is not optional in the Christian life. He is essential. Christ calls Him the Comforter 
(Parakletos), meaning the One who stands beside us, defends us, guides us, and strengthens us. 

“But the Comforter (Gr. Parakletos), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to 
you.”​
(John 14:26, NKJV) 
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The Holy Spirit: 

●​ Teaches us divine truth 
●​ Reminds us of Christ’s words 
●​ Preserves sound doctrine 
●​ Guards the Church from error 

Christ further explains that the coming of the Holy Spirit is directly tied to His own departure: 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”​
(John 16:7–8, NKJV) 

The Holy Spirit convicts, not to crush, but to heal, as an act of divine mercy. 

The Spirit is also the agent of sanctification: 

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and belief in the truth.”​
(2 Thessalonians 2:13, NKJV) 

Without the Holy Spirit, holiness is impossible. 

And even the most basic confession of faith depends entirely on Him: 

“Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”​
(1 Corinthians 12:3, NKJV) 

What Are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit? 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are manifestations of His grace, given not as rewards for holiness, but as 
tools for service, growth, and the edification of the Church. 

The prophet Isaiah reveals the sevenfold grace of the Spirit resting upon the Messiah: 

“The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,​
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,​
The Spirit of counsel and might,​
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.”​
(Isaiah 11:2, NKJV) 

These gifts are not abstract qualities. They shape the soul: 

●​ Wisdom orders life toward God 
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●​ Understanding penetrates divine truth 
●​ Counsel discerns the right path 
●​ Might strengthens perseverance 
●​ Knowledge aligns life with God’s will 
●​ Fear of the Lord humbles the heart before God 

Saint Paul explains that these gifts appear concretely in the Church: 

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all…”​
(1 Corinthians 12:7–10, NKJV) 

These gifts differ, but their source is one Spirit, and their purpose is one Body. 

“And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers…”​
(1 Corinthians 12:28, NKJV) 

The gifts are entrusted to us as stewardship: 

“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.”​
(1 Peter 4:10, NKJV) 

Gifts without humility become dangerous; gifts without love become noise. 

The Gifts According to Isaiah: A Patristic Vision 

Here the Church listens carefully to the Fathers. 

St. Gregory the Great teaches: 

“There are seven steps to the gate because the way to heavenly life is opened to us 
through the sevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit…​
‘The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and strength, the Spirit of 
knowledge and piety, and the Spirit of the fear of the Lord will fill Him.’​
[Isaiah] is speaking here from the perspective of heaven, clearly numbering the steps in 
descending rather than ascending order… because it is written, ‘The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.’​
…The way consists beyond doubt in ascending from fear to wisdom… for wisdom surely 
has perfect charity. It is also written: ‘Perfect charity casts out fear.’​
The prophet, therefore, because he reasoned from heavenly realities to the lower things, 
began with wisdom and descended toward fear.” 

This teaches us a vital spiritual law: 

●​ Grace descends from God 
●​ Growth ascends in the soul 
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We begin with fear, and are perfected in love. 

The Four Sins Against the Holy Spirit 

Before enumerating the sins against the Holy Spirit, it is essential to understand a foundational truth: 
the Holy Spirit is the active agent of salvation in the human heart. He leads to faith, convicts of sin, 
grants repentance, sanctifies the believer, preserves sound doctrine, and comforts the soul. Therefore, 
sins against the Holy Spirit are not merely moral failures; they are direct resistance to the very work by 
which God saves us. 

For this reason, Scripture presents these sins not as isolated acts, but as a progressive spiritual 
descent. Each stage represents a deeper, more entrenched rejection of divine grace. The danger 
increases not because God becomes less merciful, but because the human heart becomes less 
responsive. 

The four sins against the Holy Spirit revealed in Scripture are: 

1.​ Resisting the Holy Spirit 
2.​ Grieving the Holy Spirit 
3.​ Quenching the Holy Spirit 
4.​ Blaspheming against the Holy Spirit 

“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; 
as your fathers did, so do you.”​
(Acts 7:51, NKJV) 

The Holy Spirit works to lead us to repentance, to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His divinity, to 
sanctification, to sound doctrine, and to divine comfort. To resist Him, therefore, is to resist salvation 
itself. 

1. Resisting the Holy Spirit 

Resisting the Holy Spirit is the first and most common sin against Him. It occurs when a person 
actively or passively rejects the Spirit’s work in the heart, especially at moments of conviction, 
teaching, or calling. 

When I resist the Holy Spirit, I resist: 

●​ Faith 
●​ Repentance 
●​ Sanctification 
●​ Sound doctrine and true teaching 
●​ Comfort 

This resistance is not always loud or dramatic. Often, it begins quietly through delay, rationalization, or 
stubborn attachment to sin. Yet its consequences are very real. 
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A. Resisting Faith and the Confession of Christ 

St. Paul teaches clearly that faith itself is impossible apart from the Holy Spirit: 

“Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”​
(1 Corinthians 12:3, NKJV) 

If I resist the Holy Spirit, I cannot truly confess the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not merely a 
verbal confession, but a confession of heart, mind, and life. 

“By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is not of God.”​
(1 John 4:2, NKJV) 

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”​
(1 John 4:15, NKJV) 

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father 
who is in heaven.”​
(Matthew 10:32, NKJV) 

To resist the Holy Spirit is to resist the very power that enables this confession. 

B. Resisting Conviction of Sin 

Another essential work of the Holy Spirit is conviction, not condemnation, againt loving exposure of 
sin for the sake of healing. 

“And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment.”​
(John 16:8, NKJV) 

The Holy Spirit convicts me before I fall into sin and after I fall into sin, calling me back to repentance. 
When I resist this conviction, sin becomes habitual, the conscience dull, and the heart hardened. 

Scripture describes the end of such resistance starkly: 

“How much less man, who is abominable and filthy,​
Who drinks iniquity like water!”​
(Job 15:16, NKJV) 

“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; 
for a tree is known by its fruit… For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”​
(Matthew 12:33–34, NKJV) 
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What I repeatedly resist, I eventually normalize. 

C. Resisting the Filling of the Heart with Good Treasure 

The Lord teaches that the heart is a treasury, not an empty space. 

How do I make the tree of my life good?​
I must fill it with the Holy Spirit. 

The Church prays in the Third Hour litanies, addressing the Holy Spirit as: 

“…the treasury of good things and the Life-Giver.” 

This “good treasure” is the Holy Spirit Himself. 

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out 
of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his 
mouth speaks.”​
(Luke 6:45, NKJV) 

If I resist the Holy Spirit, my heart will not remain neutral. It will be filled instead with iniquity, sinful 
imagination, corrupt thoughts, harmful words, and disordered desires. These will inevitably manifest 
in my behavior, relationships, speech, and conduct. 

D. Resisting His Word by Trusting My Own Mind 

The Holy Spirit is not only the Comforter; He is the Teacher. 

“But the Comforter (Gr. Parakletos), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to 
you.”​
(John 14:26, NKJV) 

When I resist the Holy Spirit, I begin to listen to my own mind, my own desires, and my own self-made 
doctrines instead of the sound doctrine revealed by God. 

St. Augustine explains this distinction with great clarity: 

“So then the Son speaks, the Holy Spirit teaches. When the Son speaks, we take in the 
words; when the Holy Spirit teaches, we understand those words.” 

Scripture warns against relying on self-derived wisdom: 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding.”​
(Proverbs 3:5, NKJV) 
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“A fool has no delight in understanding, But in expressing his own heart.”​
(Proverbs 18:2, NKJV) 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness… Professing to be 
wise, they became fools…”​
(Romans 1:18, 21–22, 25, NKJV) 

To resist the Holy Spirit here is to make oneself one’s own god. 

E. Resisting Sanctification and Losing Comfort 

The Holy Spirit is the sanctifier of the believer: 

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, 
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and belief in the truth.”​
(2 Thessalonians 2:13, NKJV) 

When I resist the Holy Spirit, I resist holiness itself. The heart becomes defiled, impure, and restless. 
And because the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, resisting Him results in the loss of peace, joy, hope, and 
consolation—fruits that only He can produce. 

2. Grieving the Holy Spirit 

If resistance becomes persistent, it deepens into grieving the Holy Spirit. 

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.”​
(Ephesians 4:30, NKJV) 

This grief is not weakness in God, but sorrow born of love. Like a father who repeatedly instructs a 
stubborn son, the Holy Spirit grieves when His guidance is consistently rejected. 

Christ Himself wept over Jerusalem: 

“If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your 
peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes… because you did not know the time of 
your visitation.”​
(Luke 19:41–44, NKJV) 

Grieving the Holy Spirit means ignoring the time of visitation, the moments when grace knocks on the 
door of the heart. 

3. Quenching the Holy Spirit 

 

160 



 

 

If grieving continues unchecked, the heart reaches the stage of quenching the Holy Spirit. 

At this stage, the Spirit no longer rebukes or convicts as before. The person is left to his own will, not as 
freedom, but as judgment. 

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly 
gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit…”​
(Hebrews 6:4–6, NKJV) 

“For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it… but if it bears thorns 
and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed…”​
(Hebrews 6:7–8, NKJV) 

Saint Paul says “near”, not “beyond,” indicating that repentance is difficult but not impossible. 

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone 
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”​
(Ezekiel 36:26, NKJV) 

St. John Chrysostom teaches us how to avoid reaching this stage: 

“But let us all humble our own souls by almsgiving and forgiving our neighbors their 
trespasses… for he knew himself to be a man, and inasmuch as his heart had been made 
contrite, he continued mourning.” 

4. Blaspheming Against the Holy Spirit 

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is final, persistent, unrepented resistance until the end of life. 

“Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy 
against the Spirit will not be forgiven men…”​
(Matthew 12:31–32, NKJV) 

This is not a single word or act, but a lifelong refusal to repent. 

If I speak against the Son of Man, the Holy Spirit can still lead me to repentance. But if I resist the Holy 
Spirit who leads me to repentance, who then will lead me to repentance? 

St. Augustine explains with great precision: 

“Against this unmerited gift… it is unrepentance that is a blasphemy against the Spirit… 
This refusal to repent has absolutely no forgiveness, neither in this age nor in the age to 
come, because repentance obtains forgiveness in this world in preparation for the next.” 

Where there is no repentance, there can be no forgiveness. 
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 Review Questions 

1.​ Why are sins against the Holy Spirit considered especially dangerous?   
[Because the Holy Spirit is the One who leads us to faith, repentance, sanctification, and 
salvation.] 

2.​ What is the common theme behind all sins against the Holy Spirit?  
[They are all forms of resisting the saving work of the Holy Spirit in the human heart.] 

3.​ What are the four sins against the Holy Spirit mentioned in Scripture? 
[Resisting, grieving, quenching, and blaspheming against the Holy Spirit.] 

4.​ What does it mean to resist the Holy Spirit?  
[To reject His work in faith, repentance, sound doctrine, sanctification, and comfort.] 

5.​ Why is confession of Christ impossible without the Holy Spirit?  
[Because no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.] 

6.​ What happens when a person continually resists the conviction of the Holy Spirit?  
[The heart becomes hardened, sin becomes habitual, and repentance becomes difficult.] 

7.​ What does it mean to grieve the Holy Spirit?  
[To repeatedly ignore or reject His guidance, causing sorrow because His saving work is 
refused.] 

8.​ What is meant by quenching the Holy Spirit?  
[Reaching a stage where the Holy Spirit no longer convicts or rebukes because of persistent 
resistance.] 

9.​ Why is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit not forgiven?  
[Because it is final refusal to repent, and without repentance there can be no forgiveness.] 

10.​ What gives hope even to those who have quenched the Holy Spirit?  
[God’s power to give a new heart and restore repentance if the person returns to Him.] 
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