Hlolical
Studies



Modite Tpe

SIBLICAL STUDIES

LESSON LIST

BIBLICAL STUDIES 1
Unit1l 3
1.0 Introduction to the Bible 4
Authenticity of the Bible 4

The Deuterocanonical Books 17

1.1 Overview of the Old Testament 25

OT Overview: Creation till United Kingdom 25

OT Overview: United Kingdom 33

OT Overview: Divided Kingdom till Exile 39

OT Overview: Exile to Christ 49

1.2 Divine Judgment 55
The Fall of Man 55

The Flood 63

God of NT vs. God of OT 71

1.3 Introduction to the New Testament 78
Introduction to the Gospels 78

Saint Paul, his Life and Service 86

Service in the Book of James 96
Revelation 108

1.4 Kings & Leaders 116
Kings: Seeing Christ in David 116

Kings: Josiah leads Israel to Serve 126
Leadership of Nehemiah 134

Service in the life of Mordecai 145

Unit 2 153
2.1 New Testament: From Resurrection to Redemption 154
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 154
Appearances of the Resurrected Lord 163
Judgment Day 173

Unit3 184
3.1 Patriarchs 185
Service in the life of Abraham 185

Service in the life of Isaac 195



Service in the life of Jacob
Service in the life of Joseph
Service in the life of Moses
3.2 Christ and Salvation in OT
Christ in the Sacrifices of the Old Testament
The Law of Purification for Leprosy
Christ in the Jewish Feasts
Symbols and Prophecies about the Holy Cross
3.3 Prophets
Major Prophets: Isaiah
Major Prophets: Jeremiah
Major Prophets: Ezekiel
Major Prophets: Daniel
Minor Prophets: Hosea
Powerpoint Presentations

References

202
212
221
231
231
241
251
275
287
287
299
312
326
339
352

353



JNit |



1.0 Introduction to the Bible

Authenticity of the Bible

BIBLE BASICS

Myth vs. Reality

For centuries, the Bible has stood as the cornerstone of faith, worship, and moral guidance for billions.
Yet, in an age dominated by skepticism and inquiry, questions arise: Can this ancient text, compiled
over millennia, truly be trusted? How do we know it has not been altered, misinterpreted, or diluted
over time? Is the Bible, as it claims, the inspired Word of God, or is it merely a human artifact?

The Bible is no stranger to controversy. For centuries, it has been revered as the Word of God, yet
simultaneously criticized, misunderstood, and attacked. Some dismiss it as a relic of ancient
superstition, others accuse it of being manipulated for political gain, and still others declare it
incompatible with modern science and morality. These critiques are often fueled by
myths—misconceptions that distort the Bible’s true nature and purpose. Some of these myths are:

The texts are fictional and non-factual.
There are textual Inconsistencies.
There are textual myths.

It is non-historically accurate.

There are textual misinterpretations.

The Bible has consistently been attacked most especially the last 200 years. Many objections, many
Allegations of Contradictions, Claims of Unreliability, or that even Dismissal as Mythology. Even within
other Christian circles, there have been debates about the Bible's interpretation. For instance, the
Catholic Church has acknowledged that certain elements within the Book of Genesis, such as the
creation story, may contain mythological aspects. This position has further fueled discussions about
the Bible's literal versus symbolic meaning.

These challenges to the Bible's authority and authenticity have sparked many ongoing debates among
theologians, scholars, and believers. The church today continues to defend the Bible's inerrancy and
historical accuracy.

The Weight of Responsibility

The servant is synonymous with sacrifice. Just as Christ gave Himself fully for the sake of humanity, so
too must the servant be willing to give of themselves. This sacrifice is not limited to time, though it
certainly includes it. A true servant sacrifices comfort, leisure, and even personal preferences to be
with God, to grow in knowledge, and to serve His people.

To be a servant is to be a student of God’s Word, constantly learning and growing, ready to defend the
faith against attacks and to nourish others with the truth. It is to know the spiritual battles that rage in
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the hearts of those we serve and to prepare for these battles through prayer, study, and a life of purity.
The most dangerous servant is the one who feels no responsibility—the one who is indifferent to the
needs of their class, unconcerned with their own spiritual growth, and careless about how their life
outside of church reflects Christ. Such behavior is not only sad but spiritually perilous, for it leaves the
servant and those they serve vulnerable.

The sense of responsibility is not optional for a servant; it is foundational. A servant who truly feels
responsible for their role will naturally desire to make a difference. They will strive to bring others to
Christ, not as a duty but as a calling driven by love. To serve is not to punch a spiritual timecard; it is to
remain “checked in” until the day we are “checked out” and reunited with God in heaven.

St. Paul exemplifies this sense of responsibility. This one man, through his tireless efforts, his steadfast
faith, and his unwavering love, changed not just individuals but entire nations. He bore his
responsibility with honesty and courage, enduring hardships and persecutions, yet never waveringin
his mission. Paul’s life is a testament to what God can accomplish through one servant who takes their
calling seriously.

We, too, are called to bear this responsibility with the same honesty and fervor. We must be
ready—ready to face attacks, ready to defend the faith, and ready to serve others in love. Love, after all,
is the cornerstone of our defense. Without love, even the most eloquent arguments fall flat, for without
God—who is love—we cannot hope to bring others closer to Him.

Ready to give a Defense

The attacks on the Bible, whether through myths or outright rejection, place a solemn responsibility
on the shoulders of every Christian servant. The responsibility of the servant extends beyond teaching
or leading a class. As stewards of God’s Word, we are called not only to believe in its truth but to
defend it with wisdom, grace, and conviction. The attacks on faith are not abstract concepts; they are
real, persistent, and diverse. As Christians, and especially as servants, we must be aware of these
attacks:

e What are the challenges everyone hears in the world today?
e What are the specific doubts and questions young people face?
e What are the cultural and philosophical arguments that undermine faith?

It is not enough to dismiss these questions or to rely on simple, surface-level logic. The servant must
seek educated, well-reasoned answers rooted in Scripture and the teachings of the Church. This
requires humility, effort, and a willingness to engage with challenging ideas. The apostle Peter exhorts
us: "Always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you,
with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).

This readiness is not optional—it is a command. In a world filled with skepticism, misunderstanding,
and spiritual confusion, every servant must be prepared to stand firm, articulating the truth of
Scripture with clarity and compassion.

Eyewitness Accounts



The accounts in scripture are not a myth, they are a reality. The authenticity and credibility of the Bible
are deeply rooted in the direct testimonies of its authors. The New Testament, in particular, provides
compelling eyewitness accounts from those who encountered, followed, and learned directly from
Jesus Christ. These authors did not write based on hearsay or myths; they documented what they saw,
heard, and experienced firsthand, often at great personal cost. Their writings reflect their unwavering
conviction in the truth they witnessed, a truth that transformed their lives and the world around them.

St. John the Apostle begins his first epistle with a powerful affirmation of the reality of Jesus Christ's
life and ministry:

"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the
Word of life—the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and
declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to
us—that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy may be full” (1 John 1:1-4).

St. John emphasizes that their faith was not based on abstract ideas but on tangible realities: they saw
Jesus with their own eyes, heard Him speak, and even touched Him. This eyewitness testimony is not
just a personal experience but a declaration to others so that they, too, may believe and share in the
eternal joy and fellowship with God.

Similarly, St. Luke underscores the importance of eyewitness accounts in his Gospel:

"Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things
which have been fulfilled among us, just as those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us, it seemed good to me
also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to
you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty
of those things in which you were instructed” (Luke 1:1-4).

St. Luke’s purpose is clear: to provide an accurate, well-researched, and orderly account based on
firsthand witnesses. St. Peter, too, refutes the idea that the apostles followed fabricated tales or
myths: "For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).

Why Eyewitness Testimony Matters

In a world filled with competing claims to truth, the Bible stands apart as a historical record based on
firsthand accounts. This is a crucial distinction from many other religious and philosophical systems,
where truth is often asserted without the backing of direct evidence. The Christian faith is unique in
that it rests on God revealing Himself to humanity in a tangible, observable way, with witnesses who
documented their experiences for future generations.

Consider this analogy: if hundreds of people described the sky as green and wrote books asserting it,
their collective belief would not make the claim true. Truth is not determined by consensus but by
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reality. The authors of the Bible did not write based on subjective beliefs; they wrote because they
encountered the Truth in Jesus Christ. It is because this Truth is real that we believe, not the other way
around.

The credibility of the eyewitness accounts in the Bible is further underscored by their alignment with
historical and archaeological evidence. When we trust textbooks, history books, or sociology reports,
we do so because they are based on research, firsthand sources, and verifiable facts. The Bible
deserves the same level of trust, if not more, because its foundation lies in the testimonies of those
who lived the events it describes and were willing to die for the truth they proclaimed.

The Bible constantly attacked

In addressing the authenticity and divine origin of the Bible, numerous critics have raised objections
throughout history, challenging its integrity, reliability, and truthfulness. These attacks often arise
from various ideological, philosophical, or religious perspectives and have been formulated in
different forms. The table below presents some of the most common criticisms leveled against the
Bible, highlighting the nature of the challenge along with specific quotes from a variety of figures who
have voiced these objections.

These critiques touch on several key areas: claims that the Bible's narratives are borrowed from earlier
pagan myths, assertions of its historical and literary unreliability, accusations of human corruption
and revision, and criticisms of its theological concepts. Understanding these attacks is crucial for those
who seek to defend the faith, as it equips them to respond effectively with knowledge and reasoned
arguments.

Type of Attack Description Quote

Pagan Myth Claims that the Bible's “The Bible is not ‘the word of God, but a steal from
Borrowing narratives are plagiarized pagan sources. Its Eden, including Adam and Eve,
from earlier pagan myths.  were taken from Babylonian accounts; its Flood and
Deluge is but an epitome of some four hundred

flood accounts.” - Lloyd M. Graham

Poor Literary Asserts that the Bible is “We find collected in this book [The Bible] the

and  Historical unreliable, superstitious, superstitious beliefs of the ancient inhabitants of

Quality and poorly written. Palestine...historical chronicles as dry as they are
unreliable and miscellaneous poems...frequently
marked by coarseness.” - Max Nordau

Human  Origin Argues that the Bible is a “The Bible is a product of man...It has evolved

and Corruption  human invention that has through countless translations, additions, and
evolved through revisions. History has never had a definitive version
translations and revisions.  of the book.” - The Da Vinci Code (p. 231)



Primitive
Theology

Islamic
Corruption
Claim

Flood Narrative
as Myth

Critiques the central tenets
of the Bible, such as the
cross, as outdated or
barbaric concepts.

States that the Bible has
been corrupted and altered
from its original divine
form.

Suggests that the biblical
flood story is just one of
many cultural myths about

“The view of the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of
the world is a barbarian idea based on primitive
concepts of God and must be dismissed.” - Bishop
John Spong

“The books now circulated among Christians as the
Old and New Testament are not, in their present
state, those to which the Koran refers, for they have
become corrupted.” - The Missionary Review of the
World (Volume 37, Part 2)

“In 95 percent of the more than two hundred flood
legends, the flood was worldwide; in 88 percent, a
certain family was favored; in 70 percent, survival

a deluge, lacking
uniqueness.

was by means of a boat.” - James Perloff

The Evidence of Age - The Historical Reliability of the Bible’s
Manuscripts [Old Testament]

One of the most frequent criticisms leveled against the Bible is that its content has been corrupted or
altered over time, casting doubt on its authenticity. A key argument in this critique revolves around the
idea that the Bible is too old to be considered reliable. Critics suggest that through the ages, the text
could have been distorted beyond recognition. However, a closer examination of the age and
preservation of biblical manuscripts reveals compelling evidence that affirms the Bible’s reliability as a
historical document.

There are not nearly as many Old Testament manuscripts that still exist as we have today for the New
Testament, nor do the ones that exist date very close to the time of the author’s original document.
The Old Testament was written sometime between 1500-400 BC. Until recently, with the discovery of
the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest complete Old Testament manuscript was dated about 900 AD. This
made a time gap of 1300 years between when the Old Testament was completed (around 400 BC) and
the earliest manuscript (around 900 AD).

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 was a pivotal moment in biblical scholarship. These
ancient manuscripts, dating back to approximately 200 BCE to 100 CE, were found in the 1940s and
1950s in a series of caves near the Dead Sea, in what is now the West Bank, near the ancient settlement
of Qumran. A young Bedouin shepherd named Muhammad edh-Dhib was tending his flock of goats
near the ancient ruins of Qumran. While searching for a lost goat, he stumbled upon a cave in a
cliffside, and inside, he found several large clay jars containing rolled-up scrolls. At first, he and his



companions weren’t sure of the scrolls' significance, but they eventually brought some of them to a
local antiquities dealer.

As the scrolls gained attention, scholars from around the world, especially from institutions such as
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, began examining the texts. In 1952, a group of scholars led by Dr.
John C. Trever published the first photographs of the Dead Sea Scrolls. These included some of the
more significant manuscripts, such as the Isaiah Scroll, one of the best-preserved and most important
scrolls found in Cave 1. The scrolls were soon identified as ancient manuscripts, sparking the interest
of scholars, archaeologists, and collectors. In the following months and years, additional caves in the
Qumran area were discovered, containing more scrolls and fragments, leading to a much larger and
more significant discovery than anyone could have imagined.

The dead sea scrolls include portions of nearly every book of the Old Testament. Remarkably, they
were found to closely align with the Hebrew Scriptures we have today. For instance, the Book of Isaiah
found in the Dead Sea Scrolls is virtually identical to the version in our modern Masoretic Text, with
only minor variations in spelling and word order, which are to be expected in the copying process.

The Dead Sea Scrolls offer proof that the Old Testament texts were transmitted with incredible
precision over the centuries. If the Bible had undergone significant alterations or corruptions, the
differences between the ancient scrolls and later manuscripts would be substantial, but this is not the
case. The consistency of the text underscores the careful preservation and faithful transmission of
God’s Word across generations.

The Evidence of Age - The Historical Reliability of the Bible’s
Manuscripts [New Testament]

The age of the New Testament manuscripts is equally impressive. The earliest surviving manuscripts of
the New Testament, such as the John Rylands Fragment (P52), date back to the early second
century—only a few decades after the original writings. This proximity in time to the original events
recorded in the Gospels is crucial, as it allows us to trace the Bible's development with remarkable
accuracy.

In contrast, many classical works of antiquity—such as those by Homer, Plato, and Aristotle—exist only
in copies that are much more removed from their original versions. The Bible, however, benefits from
the wealth of early manuscripts that demonstrate a remarkably short gap between the events and the
writings, providing strong evidence of its historical reliability.

Historiography refers to the study of how history is written and the methods used to evaluate historical
sources. In the context of the New Testament (NT), historiography provides a framework for evaluating
the historical reliability of the texts, their authors, and the events they describe. The criteria of
historiography are tools that historians use to assess the authenticity and accuracy of historical
writings. These criteria are especially important in evaluating ancient texts, like the New Testament,
which are often scrutinized in terms of their historical reliability.

The criteria of historiography are methods used by historians to assess the reliability and authenticity
of historical sources. These include:



e Multiple attestation: the idea that if an event is confirmed by several independent
sources, it is more likely to be true.
Early date: events described closer to the time they occurred are more reliable.
Dissimilarity: if an event or saying is unexpected or out of place for the author’s
community, it is likely genuine.
Contextual credibility: whether an event fits within its historical and cultural context.
Coherence: whether the account aligns with other known facts.
Embarrassment: if a detail is potentially damaging to the author or group, it is more
likely to be authentic.
Corroboration: support from mdependent sources.

Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900 1000
Josephus A.D. 80 A.D. 950 870 7
Plato (Tetralogies) A.D. 427-347 A.D. 900 1200 7
Tacitus (Annals) A.D.100 A.D. 1000 900 1
Pliny the Younger (History) A.D.61-113 A.D. 850 750 1
Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D. 1000 1400 193
Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D. 1100 1500 9
Demosthenes 383-322 B.C. A.D. 1100 1300 200
Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D. 1100 1400 49
New Testament A.D.45-100 1 A.D. 125 25-250 5300

The New Testament has been preserved with even greater accuracy. The abundance of early
manuscripts—more than 5,000 Greek manuscripts alone—means that scholars can compare different
translations and versions to ensure consistency. One of the most significant examples of this
consistency is the reliability of the texts from the earliest translations, such as the Latin Vulgate, the
Syriac Peshitta, and the Coptic translations. These early versions closely reflect the original Greek New
Testament, and their alignment supports the claim that the New Testament text has remained
remarkably stable over time.

The reliability of the New Testament manuscripts is also supported by the writings of the early Church
fathers. Suppose that the New Testament had been destroyed, and every copy of it lost by the end of
the third century (that’s 100 years before the Synod of Hippo canonized the New Testament), how
much of it could be collected from the writings of the fathers of the second and third centuries? The
answer is stunning! All of it except for 11 verses. In contrast to many historical texts, with very early
copies, and an abundance of them, while also meeting historiography requirements, the New
Testament is the best attested book of antiquity by far!

Bibliographic Evidence - Evidence

Another major critique against the Bible is its alleged inconsistency, given that it was written by over
40 different authors over a span of 1,500 years, in three different languages. Skeptics often argue that
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such a vast timeline and range of authors would naturally lead to contradictions and errors. However,
a deeper examination of the Bible’s internal consistency reveals a striking harmony and coherence
that points to its divine origin.

A Unified Message Despite Diverse Authors

The Bible was written across centuries by authors from different backgrounds: kings, fishermen,
prophets, scholars, and tentmakers. It was also written in three languages with many literary styles;
Hebrew (majority of OT), Aramaic (some of OT) and Greek (NT). Despite their varied professions and
the vast temporal gap between them, the Bible presents a unified and consistent message about God’s
creation, His relationship with humanity, and His redemptive plan through Jesus Christ. This
consistency in message across such a diverse group of authors speaks to the Bible’s divine inspiration.
The diversity of authors alongside the unified message is an argument supporting the authenticity not
againstit!

Fulfilled Prophecies

One of the most compelling pieces of evidence for the Bible’s consistency is the fulfillment of
prophecies. Over 300 prophecies in the Old Testament point to events in the life of Jesus Christ, such
as His birth, death, and resurrection. The mathematical probability of a single individual fulfilling just
eight of these prophecies is staggering. Dr. Peter Stoner, in his book Science Speaks, calculated that the
chance of any one person fulfilling just eight of the prophecies, based on a variety of variable, is 1 in
1071T:

“Let us try to visualize this chance. If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all of the tickets in
a hat, and thoroughly stir them, and then ask a blindfolded man to draw one, his
chance of getting the right ticket is one in ten. Suppose that we take 1017 silver dollars
and lay them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet deep. Now
mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state.
Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up
one silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of
getting the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of
writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from
their day to the present time, providing they wrote using their own wisdom.”

External Corroboration of Biblical Events

The Bible’s internal consistency is also corroborated by external sources. Archaeological discoveries
and historical writings support the accuracy of the biblical narrative. The Tel Dan Stele, for instance,
contains a reference to the "House of David," affirming the biblical claim that David was a historical
figure. Additionally, ancient historians such as Josephus, Suetonius, and Tacitus provide non-biblical
testimony to key events in the New Testament, including the existence of Jesus, His crucifixion under
Pontius Pilate, and the early Christian movement. The consistency between biblical and secular
accounts adds weight to the Bible’s historical accuracy.
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Source

Sellin
Carl

Ernest
and
Watzinger

Tel Dan Stele

Josephus (Titus
Flavius
Josephus)

Suetonius

Cornelius
Tacitus

Discovery or Context

Excavated Jericho
between 1907-1909.

Discovered in 1993 in
Tel Dan by Gila Cook
under Avraham Biran's
team.

First-century
Romano-Jewish
historian
Jerusalem.

born in

Roman historian (c. AD
69-122).

Roman historian and
politician (c. AD
56-120). Tacitus is
considered to be one of

Description

Found remains of two walls that they initially
suggested supported the biblical account of Jericho's
destruction.

A 9th-century BCE inscription detailing that an
individual killed Jehoram, the son of Ahab, king of
Israel and the king of the house of David,
corroborating biblical passages in the Second Book of
Kings regarding the lineage of Israelite kings.

Wrote about Jesus as a wise man, His works,
crucifixion under Pontius Pilate, and resurrection on
the third day, corroborating key elements of the
Gospel accounts.

“There was about that time Jesus a wise man if it be
lawful to call him a man for he was a doer of wonderful
works a teacher of such man has received the truth with
pleasure, he drew over to him both many of the Jews
and many of the Gentiles to Him and when Pilate, at
the suggestion of the principle men amongst us, had
condemned him to the cross those that loved him at
first did not forsake him. For he appeared to them alive
on the third day as the divine prophets had foretold
these and ten thousand other wonderful things
concerning him the historical and the tribe of Christians
so named from him are not extinct to this day.”

Mentions early Christians in Lives of the Twelve
Caesars, referencing disturbances caused by
"Chrestus," which many scholars interpret as Christ,
though brought into question due to a potential
textual error.

References Jesus' crucifixion under Pontius Pilate and
describes early Christians' persecution under Nero in
his Annals (book 15, chapter 44), confirming key
Gospel events from a non-Christian perspective.
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the greatest Roman
historians.

Thallus who’s not a Christian is
1st-century historian,
quoted by  Julius
Africanus, Extant
Writings, XVIII in the
Anti-Nicene Fathers,
vol. VI, 130

“Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened
the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a
class hated for their abominations, called Christians by
the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its
origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of
Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators,
Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition,
thus checked for the moment, again broke out not
only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in
Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from
every part of the world find their center and become
popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all
who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the
crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind.-
Tacitus on Christ [Annals (written ca. AD 116), book 15,
chapter 44.]

Described a "fearful darkness" and earthquakes during
Jesus’ crucifixion, which Africanus criticized as
inaccurately attributed to a solar eclipse, indirectly
corroborating the biblical description of events during
the crucifixion.

“On the whole world there pressed a most fearful
darkness; and the rocks were rent by an earthquake,
and many places in Judea and other districts were
thrown down in this darkness.”

Thallus, in the third book of his History, calls, as
appears to be without reason, an eclipse of the sun

Bibliographic Evidence - Translations

The accuracy and consistency of biblical translations over time provide compelling evidence for the
reliability of Scripture. Despite centuries of transmission, the Bible’s core teachings and beliefs remain
unaffected, with less than 1% of textual variants affecting meaning—and none altering key doctrines.
The transmission of biblical texts through translations such as the Septuagint, the Masoretic Text, and
the Vulgate demonstrates both the meticulous care of scribes and the enduring preservation of God’s

Word.

The Septuagint, meaning "seventy," was translated between the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC and is the

earliest known Koine Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. According to tradition, it was produced by
72 scholars—six from each of the twelve tribes of Israel—who worked independently, yet astonishingly
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produced identical translations. This consistency was seen as a divine confirmation of the text’s
accuracy. The Septuagint not only provided access to the Hebrew Scriptures for the Greek-speaking
Jewish diaspora but was also quoted extensively by our Lord Jesus Christ, further affirming its
significance.

The Masoretic Text, produced between the 7th and 10th centuries AD, represents the authoritative
Hebrew and Aramaic text of the Tanakh for Rabbinic Judaism. The Masoretes, a group of Jewish
scholars, were renowned for their meticulous attention to detail, implementing rigorous systems of
textual preservation to ensure accuracy. Their work serves as the foundation for most modern
translations of the Old Testament.

The Vulgate, translated into Latin by St. Jerome in the 4th century AD, became the official Bible of the
Roman Catholic Church. As Latin was the common language of the Western Roman Empire, the
Vulgate made Scripture accessible to countless believers for centuries. This translation remains in
liturgical use within the Catholic Church today.

Remarkably, the Septuagint, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Masoretic Text demonstrate an
extraordinary level of agreement, despite being separated by centuries and cultural contexts. For
example, the Dead Sea Scrolls, which date to as early as the 3rd century BC, align closely with the
Masoretic Text and confirm the reliability of the Septuagint. This alignment across manuscripts and
translations underscores the divine preservation of Scripture, ensuring that its central message
remains intact.

Through these translations, the Bible has transcended languages, cultures, and centuries, continuing
to proclaim God’s truth to every generation. Their consistency and integrity testify to the diligent work
of those entrusted with preserving the Word of God and to the divine hand guiding its transmission.

Revisiting the Myths

Myth Claim Evidence Supporting the Bible
Myth 1: The texts are Critics argue that biblical stories, Historical ~and  archaeological
fictional and characters, and events are evidence, such as the Tel Dan Stele
non-factual. entirely fictional and lack any (confirming "House of David"),
historical basis. Josephus' writings, and Jericho

excavations.

Myth 2: There are textual Critics highlight contradictions Apparent inconsistencies are often

inconsistencies. between different biblical minor and can be explained by
accounts as evidence of varying authors, perspectives, or
unreliability. literary genres, while the core

message remains unified.
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Myth 3: There are textual
myths.

Myth 4: It is
non-historically
accurate.

Myth 5: There are textual
misinterpretations.

Myth 6: The Bible is a
plagiarized work.

Myth 7: Translations
have corrupted the
Bible.

Myth 8: Jesus' existence
is fabricated.

Myth 9: The resurrection
is fictional.

E Review Questions

The Bible incorporates myths
and legends that critics say lack
historical credibility, such as the
creation or flood stories.

Critics claim  the Bible
inaccurately describes historical
events.

Critics argue that historical
misinterpretations of the Bible
have led to false doctrines or
unreliable teachings.

Claims that the Bible "stole"
from pagan myths, such as
Babylonian flood stories or
Egyptian customs, and lacks
originality.

Critics suggest translations and
textual transmission have caused
significant alterations over time.

Claims exist that Jesus is a
mythological figure with no

historical evidence.

Critics argue that the
resurrection of Jesus is an
invented story with no factual
basis.

15

Stories like Noah's flood align with
global flood narratives found in over
200 cultural accounts and convey
moral and spiritual truths.

Archaeological findings confirm
historical details, such as accounts
of Egypt, Babylonia, and Persia, and
align with biblical descriptions.

When interpreted in its historical
and cultural context, the Bible
presents clear and consistent
teachings across centuries.

The Bible provides unique
theological depth and a cohesive
narrative of salvation history, with
differences from pagan myths
emphasizing its divine origin.

Textual evidence, such as the
consistency between the
Septuagint, Dead Sea Scrolls, and
Masoretic Text, demonstrates
remarkable preservation of the
original message.

Non-Christian historians such as
Josephus, Tacitus, and Suetonius
provide corroborating accounts of
Jesus' existence, works, and
crucifixion.

Historical accounts (e.g., Josephus
and Tacitus) and the transformation
of early Christians support the
credibility of the resurrection claim.



10.

What are some of the myths about the Holy Bible? [Texts are fictional and
non-factual, textual inconsistencies, textual myths, non-historically accurate, textual
misinterpretations]

How many translations were made of the Old Testament? [three: Septuagint,
Masoretic, Vulgate]

What are the Dead Sea Scrolls? Where were they found? [They are manuscripts found
in 1947, which were hidden in a cave to protect them from being destroyed by the
Romans. They were at the Quarum caves.]

Over how many years was the Old Testament written? [It was written between 1500
and 400 B.C.]

What year was the oldest Old Testament manuscript before the Dead Sea Scrolls?
[900 AD]

If the Holy Bible was destroyed, how much of the Holy bible can be reconstructed
from the church Fathers writing? [All but 11 verses]

What does Septuagint mean? [the number 70. Six scholars from each of the 12 tribes
of Israel.]]

How many authors wrote the Holy Bible? [40 authors]

What is the difference between the different Old Testament translations?
[Septuagent is in Greek. Masoretic is in Hebrew and Aramaic. Vulgate is in Latin.]
Provide some verses from Isaiah 53 that reference the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus
Christ? Isaiah 53:5-7 “But He was wounded for our transgression, He was bruised for
our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we
are healed...He was oppressed and He was afflicted; He was led as lamb to the
slaughter, as as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.”
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BIBL100 - Introduction to the Bible

The Deuterocanonical Books

BIBLE BASICS

Apocrypha vs Deuterocanonical

When one opens the pages of Holy Scripture, the words within are not just text but a divine symphony,
resonating with the wisdom and love of God. Yet, as one journeys through the history of Christianity,
an intriguing question arises: How many books are in the Bible?

Isit:

e 39 0ld Testament and 27 New Testament books as accepted by many Protestant traditions?
e 46 0ld Testament and 27 New Testament books as embraced by the Catholic Church and
Orthodox traditions?
e 49 0ld Testament and 32 New Testament books where 32 NT books were considered in the
composition NT canon in some locations of the early church
o Note: Some of the early church canons included 1, 2 Clement, Shepherd of Hermas,
Epistle of Barnaba and Didache.
e 46 0ld Testament and 31 New Testament books an unusual count unique to other traditions?

At the heart of this question lies the difference between what is often called the Deuterocanonical
Books and the Apocrypha. For some, these terms are used interchangeably, but in the context of the
Coptic Orthodox Church, they bear very distinct meanings.

The Deuterocanonical Books, meaning "second canon," are those texts found in the Greek Septuagint
but absent from the Hebrew Bible. These include books like Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach,
Baruch, and the Maccabees. These writings have been cherished by the ancient Church, used in
worship, and affirmed as Scripture within the Coptic Orthodox tradition. They are considered part of
the divinely inspired canon, seamlessly integrated into the life and teachings of the Church.

In contrast, the term Apocrypha, meaning "hidden" or "no genuine," traditionally refers to texts that
are not included in the canon of Scripture. These writings, while valuable for historical or moral
reflection, are not regarded as inspired by the Holy Spirit and are therefore not read in the Church’s
liturgical life. “Apocrypha” is a misnomer, because the word “Apocrypha” means “concealed” and
refers to books that contain hidden superstitions and nonsense contrary to Christian morals which
were not accepted by the Church as part of the Canon. While the Protestant Reformation labeled the
deuterocanonical books as "Apocrypha," the Coptic Orthodox Church firmly distinguishes between
these inspired texts and non-canonical writings.

This difference in terminology and perception of these books has profound implications for how we
understand the Scriptures. The Protestant Bible contains 39 Old Testament books, reflecting the
Hebrew Bible, while the Coptic Orthodox Bible includes the broader 46 books of the Septuagint. The
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New Testament, consistent across all traditions, comprises 27 books, but the richness of the Old
Testament differs greatly depending on one's canon.

Old Testament
Canon Books Notable Differences

Includes Deuterocanonical books like 1 and 2 Maccabees, Tobit, Judith, Baruch,
Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, the Prayer of Manasseh, Psalm 151 and additions

Coptic Orthodox 46 to Daniel and Esther.
Includes Deuterocanonical books like 1 and 2 Maccabees, Tobit, Judith, Baruch,
Catholic 46 Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, and additions to Daniel and Esther.
Protestant 39 Excludes Deuterocanonical books, considering them Apocrypha.

Includes additional Old Testament books like 1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, 3 Maccabees,
Greek Orthodox 49 and 4 Maccabees (appendix).

Includes unique Old Testament books like 1 and 2 Ezra, Book of Enoch, Longer
Jeremiah (including Lamentation & Baruch), Josippon, and a longer version of
Orthodox Tewahedo 46 Jeremiah.

Development of the Printed Canon

During the 16th century Martin Luther sought to make the Scriptures accessible to the common people
by translating them into their native languages. His translation of the Bible into German was an
achievement in this endeavor. However, the process of translation involved critical decisions regarding
the source texts to be used.

For the Old Testament, Luther chose to rely primarily on the Hebrew Masoretic Text. This text,
meticulously preserved and transmitted by Jewish scholars known as Masoretes, had become the
standard Hebrew text of the Jewish community. Luther's decision to use the Masoretic Text was
significant because it differed in some respects from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible that had been widely used by Christians for centuries. In contrast to the Masoretic text,
the Septuagint included the Deuterocanonical books. However, Luther, along with other Protestant
reformers, questioned their canonical status. They argued that these books were not found in the
Hebrew Masoretic Text and, therefore, should not be included in the Protestant Old Testament canon.

Luther's decision to exclude the Deuterocanonical books from his German translation reflected a
broader trend in Protestantism towards a more streamlined and focused biblical canon. This emphasis
on the Hebrew Masoretic Text as the authoritative source for the Old Testament had significant
implications for the development of the Protestant Bible and its subsequent translations.

It is important to note that Luther's approach was not universally accepted within the Protestant
movement. Some Protestant denominations, particularly those with closer ties to the Anglican
tradition, continued to include the Deuterocanonical books in their Bibles, although often in a
separate section. Nevertheless, Luther's translation and his emphasis on the Hebrew Masoretic Text
had a profound and lasting impact on the shape of the Protestant biblical canon and the way in which
the Bible was understood and interpreted by millions of Christians.
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The printing press, a revolutionary invention of the 15th century, played a crucial role in disseminating
Luther's German Bible and other vernacular translations. This newfound accessibility to the Scriptures
in the common language empowered individuals to engage directly with the biblical text, fostering a
sense of personal faith and religious autonomy. The combination of Luther's translation efforts and
the printing press had a transformative effect on European society, contributing to the spread of
literacy, religious reform, and the rise of individualism.

Categorization of the New Testament Canon

The formation of the New Testament canon, the authoritative collection of Christian scriptures, was a
complex and gradual process that spanned several centuries. From the early days of the Church until
at least 397 AD, there was significant diversity among different Christian communities regarding which
books were considered canonical and which were not.

The Church at Antioch treated the Didache and 1st Clement as "scripture" during this period. However,
they rejected several books that are now part of the New Testament canon, including 2 Peter, 2 & 3
John, Jude, and Revelation. The Church at Alexandria, on the other hand, also rejected most of these
books, but accepted Jude and the Epistle of Barnabas.

The earliest existing list of canonical books, known as the Muratorian Canon, dates back to the late 2nd
century. This list omits Hebrews, 1 & 2 Peter, 3 John, and James, but includes the Shepherd of Hermas
and the Apocalypse of Peter. It is noteworthy that these lists were fluid and subject to later Church
synods and Councils' standardization.

Eusebius, the renowned 4th Century Church Historian who attended the Council of Nicaea, reported in
his History of the Church that Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 & 3 John, James, Jude, & Revelation were still all
"disputed" books. Despite this, he still included 1 Clement in his list of accepted New Testament
canon. It is essential to emphasize that although the books we now consider "scripture" were written
in the first century, the Church operated without voluminous copies of those scriptures and without
consistency between churches for four centuries.

In 367 AD, St. Athanasius of Alexandria listed all of the current New Testament books in his Paschal
Letter. However, he continued to quote the Didache as authoritative for the Church. Meanwhile, Rome
rejected Hebrews but accepted the Shepherd of Hermas. None of the early Church Fathers or writers
referred to a single, uniform set of "Scriptures" as we currently imagine them.

The first official council that accepted the present New Testament canon was a local synod, the
Council of Hippo, in 393 AD. The minutes of that council have been lost, but they were read into the
record at the Council of Carthage in 397 AD. Canon 24 from that Synod provides a definitive list of the
books included in the New Testament canon, including the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, Epistles of
Paul, Hebrews, Epistles of Peter, John, James, Jude, and Revelation. This list excluded non-canonical
books such as the Didache and the Shepherd of Hermas. Canon 24 from that Synod reads as follows:

Besides the canonical Scriptures, nothing shall be read in church under the name
of divine Scriptures. Moreover, the canonical Scriptures are these: [then follows a
list of Old Testament books, including all of the deuterocanonical books]. The New
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Testament: the Gospels, four books; the Acts of the Apostles, one book; the Epistles
of Paul, thirteen; of the same to the Hebrews; one Epistle; of Peter, two; of John,
apostle, three; of James, one; of Jude, one; the Revelation of John. Concerning the
confirmation of this canon, the transmarine (ie, Rome, across the Mediterranean
Sea) Church shall be consulted. On the anniversaries of martyrs, their acts shall
also be read.

The acceptance of this canon was not immediate, as some churches hesitated to adopt it. However,
the influence of the Council of Carthage gradually led to wider acceptance, and by the end of the 5th
century, the New Testament canon as we know it today was firmly established.

Categorization of the Old Testament Canon

The canonization of the Old Testament was not a single event but a gradual process. Within the
Orthodox tradition, the Old Testament is understood as comprising two distinct sections: the First
Canon, “Protokanonika”, and the Second Canon, “Deuterokanonika”, together forming a unified
witness to God’s revelation.

The first section of the Old Testament, often referred to as the First Canon, corresponds to the books
of the Hebrew Bible. These books were written primarily in Hebrew (with a few portions in Aramaic)
and include the Torah (Law), the Nevi'im (Prophets), and the Ketuvim (Writings)—collectively known
as the Tanakh.

1. The Structure of the First Canon:

e The Torah (Law): Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy.
These foundational books narrate the creation of the world, the calling of Abraham, the
formation of Israel, and the giving of the Law at Sinai.

e The Nevi'im (Prophets): Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the
Twelve Minor Prophets.
These books recount the history of Israel’s relationship with God, the role of the prophets, and
the call to repentance.

e The Ketuvim (Writings): Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Ruth, Esther,
Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, and Chronicles.
These diverse writings include poetry, wisdom literature, historical accounts, and apocalyptic
visions.

The First canon books were compiled by Ezra the priest and preserved by Jewish scribes and scholars
during the post-exilic period. By the time of Jesus, these books were recognized and revered as
Scripture by the Jewish community, though disputes about certain texts persisted among different
Jewish sects. Neither Ezra nor Nehemiah made mention of the second group (Deuterokanonika) as
part of the first group, the reason being the books only appeared after Ezra’s death. Because these
books, referred to above, were collated after Ezra’s death, the early Christian church considered them
as authentic deuterocanonical books.
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The Second Canon, known as the Deuterocanonical Books, comprises additional writings
included in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures). These books were written
during the intertestamental period (circa 400-50 BC) in a time of great cultural and religious ferment
as Jewish communities lived under Persian, Greek, and Roman rule.

2. The Structure of the Second Canon:

e Historical Books: Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccabees.
These books recount stories of divine providence, heroism, and the struggle for faith amidst
persecution.

e Wisdom Literature: Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus).
These works provide profound reflections on the nature of God, morality, and the human
condition.

e Prophetic and Apocryphal Texts: Baruch, Letter of Jeremiah, additions to Daniel (Susanna,
Bel and the Dragon), additions to Esther, Prayer of Manasseh, and Psalm 151.
These texts include prayers, prophetic visions, and narrative expansions that enrich the
biblical narrative.

The Deuterocanonical Books were widely accepted by Greek-speaking Jews, who had
migrated throughout the Hellenistic world. These texts were included in the Septuagint (LXX), a Greek
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures commissioned in Alexandria around the 3rd century BC. The
Septuagint became the primary version of the Scriptures for the early Church, especially among
Gentile Christians, as Greek was the lingua franca of the Roman Empire.

Martin Luther wrote extensively about getting rid of the deuterocanonical books, because they were
not in the then-current Hebrew Old Testament. However, the Hebrew Bible was not formalized until 90
AD, AFTER the Church began using the LXX (Septuagint), and the Hebrew-language Jewish version was
chosen, by the Rabbis at Jamnia, specifically to STOP the spread of Christianity.

Usage Justification

The first Synodal decision on the canon of Scripture was made at the Council of Carthage in 397 AD.
This council was convened by the Roman emperor Honorius and was attended by over 200 bishops
from across the Western Roman Empire. The purpose of the council was to address various doctrinal
and disciplinary issues, including the question of which books should be considered part of the
Christian Bible.

At the Council of Carthage, the bishops present unanimously agreed to adopt the current list of New
Testament books, which had been circulating among Christian communities for some time. This list
included the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the letters of Paul and other apostles, and the Book
of Revelation. The council also reaffirmed the use of the Septuagint (LXX) as the Old Testament of the
Church. The LXX was a Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible that had been made in Alexandria, Egypt,
in the 3rd century BC. It included several books that were not found in the Hebrew Bible, such as the
books of Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccabees, and the Wisdom of Solomon. These books, known as the
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deuterocanonical books, were specifically named and accepted as part of the Old Testament by the
Council of Carthage.

The canons of the Council of Carthage were subsequently adopted by those parts of the Church
participating in the 2nd Council of Constantinople in 553 AD. This council, which was convened by the
Byzantine emperor Justinian |, reaffirmed the decisions of the Council of Carthage and declared that
the LXX, including the deuterocanonical books, was the authoritative Old Testament of the Church.

Thus, from the days of Christ right through the Reformation, the canon of Scripture accepted by the
Church included both the New Testament books and the Old Testament books of the LXX, including
the deuterocanonical books. This canon remained the standard for both the Eastern and Western
Churches until the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, when some Protestant reformers, such
as Martin Luther and John Calvin, rejected the deuterocanonical books as apocryphal and removed
them from their Bibles.

Today, the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, and many other Christian denominations
continue to accept the canon of Scripture as defined by the Council of Carthage and the 2nd Council of
Constantinople. These churches believe that the deuterocanonical books are part of the inspired Word
of God and that they should be included in the Christian Bible.

Additionally, fathers of the second and third generations, such as Clement of Alexandria, Origen,
Dionysius of Alexandria, and Cyprian, as well as fathers of the fourth generation, including St. Basil, St.
Gregory of Nazianzus, and St. John Chrysostom, all made equal references to the protocanonical and
deuterocanonical books in their writings. These books were found in the Septuagint version, a
translation of the Hebrew scriptures into Greek undertaken under the reign of Ptolemy Il at Alexandria
in 282 BC. The translation was carried out by 72 Jewish scholar-rabbis, indicating that they included
the deuterocanonical books alongside the other books, granting them equal status.

In the Gospel of John (Chapter 10:22), Jesus Christ mentioned the Feast of Dedication. This feast was
not mentioned in the protocanonical books of the Bible but was recorded in the Book of Maccabees.
The Book of Maccabees reveals that Judas Maccabeus initiated this feast when he purified the temple
from the profanities of the gentiles and renewed the altar. This serves as clear evidence that the Jews
adopted the commemoration of this feast based on the information provided in the Book of
Maccabees.

The inclusion of the deuterocanonical books in the Septuagint and their recognition by early church
fathers and the Jewish community demonstrate their significance and acceptance as part of the sacred
scriptures. These books offer valuable insights into Jewish history, culture, and religious beliefs during
the intertestamental period and contribute to a deeper understanding of Christianity's roots and
development.

Justification Explanation

The Councils of Hippo (393 AD) and Carthage (397 AD) affirmed the authenticity of the

1
Deuterocanonical books.

5 Early Church Fathers, including Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Augustine, referenced and
quoted from the Deuterocanonical books.

3 The early Church considered the Deuterocanonical books beneficial and worthy of being read in
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church services, despite some debate.
4 The Apostolic Canons included the Deuterocanonical books as part of the canonical scriptures.

Traditional churches, such as the Catholic and Orthodox churches, have accepted the
Deuterocanonical books as part of the canon. The Council of Trent (1546 AD) formally affirmed

5
their canonical status within the Catholic Church. The Orthodox Church has also consistently
included these books in its canon, recognizing their divine inspiration and authority.

6 The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, included the Deuterocanonical books,
indicating their early acceptance.

. The mention of the Feast of Dedication in John 10:22 is linked to the events described in the Book

of Maccabees, further supporting the authenticity of the Deuterocanonical books.

Why thenis it not in the Jewish Old Testament?

In 70 AD the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem by the Roman army took place. This event
led to a significant shift in Jewish religious and cultural practices. The destruction of the Temple, the
central place of worship and sacrifice, necessitated a re-evaluation of Jewish religious life.

Following the Temple's destruction, the various Rabbinical schools in Jerusalem, which had often
been in disagreement with each other, found a temporary unity in the face of this crisis. They
established a new Rabbinical school in the coastal city of Jamnia (Yavne). This school became a crucial
center for Jewish scholarship and the development of Rabbinic Judaism.

In 90 AD, the convening of a Rabbinical Council took place at Jamnia. This council was assembled to
address a pressing issue for the Jewish community: the growing number of Jewish converts to
Christianity. The rise of Christianity, with its roots in Judaism, posed a challenge to the established
Jewish religious authorities. One of the major outcomes of the Council of Jamnia was the finalization
of the Old Testament canon. This canon, known as the Masoretic Text, is the authoritative Hebrew text
of the Hebrew Bible. The Masoretes, a group of Jewish scribes and scholars, meticulously preserved
and transmitted this text over centuries.

It's important to note that the status of the Book of Esther remained a subject of debate even after the
Council concluded. However, the Council's decisions regarding the rest of the canon were largely
accepted by the Jewish community.

Another significant decision made by the Council of Jamnia was the explicit prohibition of the use of
the Septuagint (LXX). The Septuagint was had been widely used by Jews in the Diaspora. However, the
Christian sect was also effectively using the Septuagint for their missionary efforts, leading to Jewish
conversions. The Rabbinical Council, in an attempt to assert their authority and differentiate Judaism
from Christianity, rejected the Septuagint. This decision further solidified the use of the Masoretic Text
as the authoritative Hebrew text for the Jewish community.

E Review Questions
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10.

What does Apocrypha mean? [hidden or not genuine]

What are the Deutoronical Books? [first 2 books of Maccabee, Tobit, Judith, Wisdom
of Solomon, Sirach, Baruch, including the letter of Jeremiah, addition to Esther and
addition to Daniel]

How many first canon (Protokanonika) OT books were recognized by the church vs
the Jewish books? [39 vs 24]

How many OT books are recognized by the Protestant church? [39, they use the
jewish translation.]

At what counsel was the authenticity of the deuterocanon decided as part of the
other books? [counsel at Hippo 393 AD]

Who were the fathers that made reference to the protocanonical and the
deuterocanonical books? [Fathers of the second and third generations like Clement
of Alexandria, Oregan, Dionisius of Alexandria and Cyprian, also fathers of the fourth
generation as Basil, Gregory of Nizisi, Chrisosotom.]

What was the Rabbinical council of 90 AD, after the destruction of the temple in 70
AD, decision regarding the OT? [The Council specifically forbade the use of the
Septuagint - specifically because it was being used so successfully by the Christian
sect in converting Jews.]

What was the Catholic church decision at the Trente Council in 1546 AD regarding the
deuterocanonical books? [Whoever does not accept them will be ex-communicated.]

Which feast is mentioned in John’s Gospel (Ch. 10:22) that Christ the Lord
mentioned? [The Feast of Dedication]

The Feast of Dedication is mentioned in which deuterocanonical book? [The Book of
Maccabees that Judas Maccabeus was the first to initiate this feast when he purified
the temple of the profanities of the gentiles and renewed the altar.]
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1.1 Overview of the Old Testament

OT |: Creation to United
Kingdom

BIBLE BASICS

Old Testament High Level Overview

Creation & Pre-Flood

The Bible commences with the narrative of Creation, a profound account of the divine act that brought
forth the universe, our planet, and the myriad forms of life that inhabit it. At the heart of this narrative
is the creation of humanity, crafted in the image of God and entrusted with the stewardship of the
world. However, the harmonious relationship between humanity and the Creator was soon disrupted
by the Fall of Man. This pivotal event, often symbolized by the story of Adam and Eve's forbidden fruit,
marked a turning point in the human journey.

Through the Fall, sin entered the world, initially manifesting as a seemingly innocuous act of
disobedience. However, sin's insidious nature led to its exponential growth, corrupting humanity's
hearts and minds and leading to acts of violence and depravity. By the time of Noah, sin had become
so pervasive that no righteous person remained, leaving God with the agonizing decision of whether to
preserve or destroy His creation.

Yet, in His infinite wisdom and mercy, God chose a path that would ultimately redeem and restore
humanity. He called upon Noah, a righteous man, to build an ark that would serve as a sanctuary
during a cataclysmic flood that would cleanse the earth of its wickedness. The flood symbolized God's
judgment upon sin but also His desire to preserve His creation.

In Noah and his family, God saw a glimmer of hope. Through the waters of the flood, they underwent a
transformative experience, a baptism of righteousness. This symbolic cleansing represented the
potential for humanity to be renewed and restored to its original purpose. Noah's ark became a vessel
of salvation, a reminder that even in the midst of judgment, God's grace and mercy endure.

The Patriarchs

After the great flood, time progressed, and the era of the Great Patriarchs commenced. Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, the forefathers from whom the nation of Israel (the church) originated, emerged
during this period.

Sarah, Abraham's wife, harbored doubts about God's promise of a child. Consequently, she
encouraged Abraham to conceive a child, Ishmael, with their maid, Hagar. However, God's promise
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prevailed, and Sarah eventually gave birth to Isaac. Abraham, at Sarah's request, sent Hagar and
Ishmael away. However, God lovingly cared for both of them.

In a profound test of faith and obedience, God instructed Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, his beloved son.
Abraham's unwavering trust in God led him to comply. Miraculously, an Angel intervened, providing an
alternative sacrifice in Isaac's place. God then revealed his purpose for Sodom to Abraham, who
interceded on its behalf.

Seeking a suitable wife for Isaac, Abraham dispatched his servant to find her. The servant journeyed to
Mesopotamia and found Rebecca, the daughter of Abraham's nephew Bethuel. Isaac and Rebecca
were married, but it took twenty years for her to conceive. When she finally did, she gave birth to
twins, Esau and Jacob. Esau was the elder of the two. A prophecy foretold their destinies: "Two nations
are in your womb; and two peoples shall be separated from your body; and one people shall be
stronger than the other. And the older shall serve the younger" (Genesis 25:23).

Jacob, driven by his desire for his father Isaac's blessing, resorted to deception. He tricked Isaac into
believing he was Esau, his older twin brother, and received the blessing intended for Esau. Esau, upon
discovering the betrayal, was filled with rage and vowed to kill Jacob. Fearful for his life, Jacob fled to
Haran, where he sought refuge with his uncle Laban.

In Haran, Jacob found himself caught in another web of deception. Laban, taking advantage of Jacob's
vulnerability, deceived him into working for him for seven years in exchange for the hand of his
younger daughter, Rachel. However, on the wedding night, Laban substituted Leah, Rachel's older
sister, for Rachel. Disappointed but determined, Jacob agreed to work another seven years to marry
Rachel, whom he truly loved.

Jacob's time in Haran was not without its blessings. He became the father of twelve sons, 6 from Leah,
2 from Rachel and 4 from their maids. (Genesis 30) These sons would later become the patriarchs of
the twelve tribes of Israel. Among them was Joseph, the eldest son of Rachel, who would play a pivotal
role in guiding the Israelites to Egypt.

Slavery in Egypt, and conquest of Canaan

The Jews are then enslaved in Egypt. The enslavement and freedom of the Jews is detailed in Exodus,
Deuteronomy, Numbers and Leviticus. Israel, God’s people, went into enslavement quickly yet again
but protected through baptism and the gift of the laws. Despite their suffering, God's protection and
guidance never wavered. Through baptism and the gift of the laws, they were empowered to break
free from the chains of slavery, both physical and spiritual. [ends Pentateuch]

The newfound freedom brought about the opportunity to enter the promised land. God promised
victory in military campaigns and vowed to remain with the Israelites as long as they adhered to His
laws. Surrendering to the Holy Spirit's guidance, just as they once obeyed the laws, they were led by
Joshua to the promised land, a representation of Heaven. [ends Joshua]

The journey through the Old Testament is replete with significant periods that shaped the Israelites'
history and their relationship with God. From Jacob's deception to Joseph's rise in Egypt, from the
enslavement and exodus to the conquest of the promised land, each event serves as a testament to
God's faithfulness and His desire for His people to experience freedom and fulfillment.
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The story of Israel's journey is not without its challenges. Despite God's promise to Abraham, the
Israelites found themselves enslaved in Egypt for 400 years. This period of oppression led to their
desire for freedom and ultimately culminated in their miraculous escape through the Red Sea. The Red
Sea, symbolically viewed as a "water of baptism," represents the Israelites' liberation from slavery and
their entry into a new covenant relationship with God.

Guided by the Law, which served as a
moral and ethical compass, the Israelites
journeyed through the wilderness for
many years. This period of testing and
refinement prepared them for their
eventual arrival in the Promised Land.
Under the leadership of Joshua, they
conquered Canaan and established the
nation of Israel, fulfilling God's covenant
with Abraham and his descendants.

If a picture is worth a thousand words, consid THE TABLE OF NATIONS
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The lineage of Noah, commonly known as the Table of Nations, provides significant insights into the
dispersion of humanity after the Great Flood. According to this genealogical record, Noah's three sons,
Ham, Shem, and Japheth, became progenitors of distinct populations that settled in different regions
of the world.

Ham, the youngest son, is associated with the land of Egypt. His descendants are believed to have
migrated to North Africa and established the ancient Egyptian civilization. This region became
renowned for its advanced culture, impressive architecture, and influential religious practices.

Japheth, the second son, is associated with Asia Minor and Europe. His descendants are believed to
have spread across these regions, contributing to the diversity of cultures and languages found there.
Japheth's lineage includes nations such as the Greeks, Romans, Celts, and Germanic tribes.

Shem, the eldest son, is linked to the Middle East. His descendants populated various areas in the
region, including Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Arabia. Notably, Israel, the chosen people of God,
descended from Shem through Abraham. God guided Abraham to the land of Canaan, fulfilling His
promise of giving this land which He gives to him “and his descendants forever”.
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The Descendants of Shem

By looking at the genealogy of Shem, we can more notably notice the inter-relations between
characters often referred to in Scripture. For instance, noticing Abraham and Lot’s relationship, uncle
to nephew, or seeing Laban, the uncle of Jacob, brother of Rebecca. Visualizing these relationships
help simplify the biblical narrative of those events.
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Judges to the united Kingdom

After Joshua's death, the tribes of Israel continued their conquest of the southern regions of Canaan.
However, they were unable to thoroughly cleanse the land of its native inhabitants. God declared that
these remaining people would be an obstacle to Israel's enjoyment of the promised land. Generations
passed, and the younger Israelites turned away from God, intermarrying with the Canaanites and
worshiping their local deities. God threatened to abandon Israel due to the disobedience of the youth,
but he selected a series of judges, or rulers, to act as temporary leaders for the people.

The story of the Judges is a cycle of rebellion, salvation, and renewed rebellion. Israel would follow
evil ways, a judge would save them, the judge would die, and then they would return to even worse
evil. This cycle repeated itself over and over again.

Some notable parties involved in the story of the Judges include the Midianites (faced by Gideon) and
the Philistines (faced by Samson). The judges who led Israel during this time period were Othniel,
Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson.

In the end, however, "In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own
eyes" (Joshua 21:25). The Israelites sought their own way, followed their own desires, and were
influenced by their pagan surroundings. This led to the point where God said of them, "They have
rejected Me from being king over them" (1 Samuel 8:7).

The United Kingdom till Christ: High Level

A United Kingdom

Israelites wants a King

The Israelites, after being led out of Egypt by Moses and wandering in the wilderness for 40 years,
eventually settled in the Promised Land. For many years, they were ruled by judges, who were chosen
by God to lead and guide the people. However, as the Israelites grew in numbers and strength, they
began to desire a king like the other nations around them.

Choice of the People: Saul

Around 1050 BC, the Israelites asked the prophet Samuel to anoint a king over them. Samuel, who had
been the last judge of Israel, initially resisted their request, warning them of the dangers of having a
king. However, he eventually relented and anointed Saul, a Benjamite, as the first king of Israel.

Saul was a tall and handsome man, and he was also a skilled warrior. A man after the heart of the
people. He appeared good, was respected and even feared God at first. However, he was also prone to
pride and jealousy. He made several mistakes during his reign, including disobeying God's commands
and persecuting David, who was anointed by God to be the next king. As a result of his sins, Saul and
his sons were killed in battle, and the kingdom passed to David.
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Choice of God: David

David was a shepherd boy from Bethlehem who was chosen by God to be the next king of Israel. He
was a man after God’s heart, a man of great faith and courage, and he was also a skilled musician and
poet. David's reign lasted for 40 years, and it was a time of great prosperity and power for Israel. He
conquered many of Israel's enemies, and he also established Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. David
is considered to be one of the greatest kings of Israel, and he is often referred to as "the man after
God's own heart."

David's Successor: Solomon

Solomon was David's son and successor. He was known for his wisdom and intelligence, and he is
often credited with writing the book of Proverbs. Solomon also built the First Temple in Jerusalem,
which was a magnificent building dedicated to the worship of God. Solomon's reign was a time of
great peace and prosperity for Israel, but it also marked the beginning of the decline of the kingdom.

Solomon's Successor: Rehoboam

Rehoboam was Solomon's son and successor. He was a harsh and oppressive ruler, and he refused to
listen to the advice of his advisors. As a result, the kingdom of Israel was divided into two parts: the
northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. The northern kingdom was eventually
conquered by the Assyrians in 722 BC, and the southern kingdom was conquered by the Babylonians
in 586 BC.

A Divided Kingdom

Rooted in the stubbornness of Rehoboam, Jeroboam ignited a revolution that irrevocably divided the
once-unified Kingdom of Israel. The northern Kingdom, often referred to as Ephraim or Judah, had its
capital in Samaria. The southern Kingdom, commonly known as Jerusalem or Israel, had its capital in
Jerusalem.

Each Kingdom witnessed the rise of its own prophets. In the North, prophets emerged as powerful
figures, speaking truth to power and challenging the actions of the ruling monarchs. However, the
northern Kingdom stubbornly resisted the messages of these prophets, refusing to heed their
warnings and guidance. This collective defiance led to their eventual downfall, as the northern
Kingdom was swiftly conquered and its people taken into captivity.

In contrast, the southern Kingdom initially displayed a more receptive attitude towards its prophets.
These prophets played a vital role in shaping the religious and moral landscape of the Kingdom,
offering guidance and counsel to the rulers and people alike. However, over time, the southern
Kingdom also began to stray from the righteous path, leading to its eventual downfall at the hands of
the Babylonians.

The divided Kingdoms of Israel and Judah served as a cautionary tale, illustrating the consequences of
disregarding the wisdom and guidance of prophets. Their stories underscore the importance of
humility, obedience, and the need for leaders to listen to the voices of those who speak truth to power.
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A Period of Captivity

The lIsraelites faced a tumultuous period marked by captivity and deportation to Babylon, which
unfolded in three distinct waves. During this challenging time, notable prophets emerged as beacons
of hope and guidance for their people. Among them stood Daniel, a young man of exceptional
character and unwavering faith. His wisdom and ability to interpret dreams gained him favor with the
Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel's prophecies foretold the rise and fall of empires, providing
the Israelites with a glimpse of hope amidst their exile.

Alongside Daniel, the prophet Ezekiel played a pivotal role in guiding the Israelites during their time in
Babylon. Through visions and symbolic actions, Ezekiel conveyed God's messages of comfort,
judgment, and restoration. He encouraged the Israelites to remain steadfast in their faith and to turn
away from idolatry. Ezekiel's prophecies also addressed the future restoration of Israel and the
rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem.

The Israelites' captivity in Babylon lasted for approximately 70 years. During this time, they endured
hardships, oppression, and cultural assimilation. However, the presence of prophets like Daniel and
Ezekiel sustained their hope and reminded them of God's covenant promises. Their prophecies
provided a source of comfort and inspiration, helping the Israelites maintain their identity and faith in
the midst of adversity.

The deportation of the Israelites to Babylon was a significant event in their history. It marked a period
of trial and testing, but also a period of spiritual growth and renewal. Through the teachings of Daniel
and Ezekiel, the Israelites learned valuable lessons about humility, repentance, and the importance of
trusting in God's sovereignty. The Babylonian captivity ultimately served as a catalyst for the Israelites'
spiritual transformation and prepared them for the eventual return to their homeland.

E Review Questions

1. What event set the pace for the entirety of the bible? [The fall of Adam.]

2. Who are the Great Patriarchs in the Old Testament? [Abraham, Isaac and Jacob]

3. Who are Hagar and Ishmael? [Hagar was Sarah’s maid who had a child Ismael from
Abraham as per Sarah’s lack of faith]

4. Where did the lineage of Noah go? [Ham went to Egypt, Shem went to the Middle
East, Japheth went to Asia Minor/Europe]

5. From which one of Noah’s sons was the church born? [Shem the eldest son.]

6. Which King was the people's choice and which king was God’s choice? [Saul was the
people’s choice and David was God’s choice.]

7. Which king was the reason the Kingdom was divided? [Rehoboam the son of
Solomon alienated the Israelites, which caused the divide.]

8. Which tribe formed the southern kingdom? [Benjamin and Judah]
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9. Why did God allow the divide? [God had a plan of prosperity for Jeroboam, one
which would make his name as known as King David. Yet, in his free will, Jeroboam
did not fulfill God’s plan.]

10. What is the name of the northern kingdom under Jeroboam? [The north is now
called Israel/Ephraim.]
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BIBL101 - Overview of the Old Testament

OT II: United Kingdom

BIBLE BASICS

The United Kingdom: The Rejection of God

In the midst of a shifting political landscape, the Israelites, witnessing the stability and centralized
governance of neighboring nations, yearned for a similar system. They approached Samuel, a prophet
and judge, with a profound request: to appoint a king who would lead them and provide the stability
and judicial oversight they perceived as lacking. This demand for a monarchy marked a pivotal
juncture in Israel's history, signaling a transition from a theocratic system governed by judges to a
centralized monarchy rooted in secular leadership.

As Samuel pondered this request, he found himself in a quandary. While he recognized the potential
benefits of a monarchy in terms of stability and efficiency, he also foresaw the risks associated with
concentrating power in the hands of a single ruler. Samuel's own sons, appointed as judges to succeed
him, had fallen short in upholding the principles of justice and righteousness expected of their roles.
Their corruption had further fueled the Israelites' discontent and uncertainty about their future
governance.

Recognizing the gravity of the situation, Samuel sought guidance from the Lord. Through prayer and
meditation, he received divine instruction to honor the Israelites' request for a king but to make clear
the potential consequences of such a choice. Samuel warned the Israelites about the inherent dangers
of monarchy, highlighting the potential for abuse of power, increased taxation, and military
conscription. Despite these warnings, the Israelites remained steadfast in their desire for a king,
believing that a centralized monarchy would bring strength and stability to their nation. God further
revealed a profound truth to Samuel—the Israelites' rejection was not directed at him personally, but
rather at God Himself.

God explained that the Israelites had turned away from His teachings and commandments, choosing
to follow their own desires and idols. This rejection was not a reflection on Samuel's worthiness or
faithfulness, but rather a manifestation of the people's spiritual rebellion.

God's message provided Samuel with a crucial perspective shift. It allowed him to understand that the
rejection he faced was not a personal affront, but rather a symptom of a deeper spiritual issue within
the Israelite community. This revelation helped Samuel to process his emotions and to continue
serving God with unwavering dedication.

Furthermore, God's words held a broader significance beyond Samuel's personal experience. They
served as a reminder that in times of rejection or opposition, it is essential to recognize that such
challenges are often rooted in factors beyond one's control. While rejection can be painful and
disheartening, it is crucial to maintain a sense of perspective and to avoid internalizing the negative
emotions it may evoke.
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By understanding that rejection is not always a personal indictment, servants can navigate difficult
situations with greater resilience and grace. They can focus on their purpose and calling, knowing that
their worth is not determined by external circumstances or the opinions of others.

Saul: The Downfall of a Noble Servant

God guided Samuel to Saul, a Benjaminite who was anointed first king of the Israelites. King Saul was
renowned for his remarkable strength, heroism, and impressive stature. Standing head and shoulders
above the rest of his people, Saul possessed a handsome appearance, earning him the comparison
"the beauty of Israel." (2 Samuel 1:19).

Saul's rule as king began with limited authority, but in his second year, he embarked on a mission to
break free from the oppressive Philistine yoke. He organized an army and led several successful
military campaigns; "wherever he turned, he was victorious:" (1 Samuel 14:47)

However, Saul's impatience and impetuousness led him to commit a grave error that would have
far-reaching consequences for himself and the nation of Israel. Despite receiving explicit instructions
from Samuel, the prophet of God, to wait for his arrival before offering a sacrifice at Gilgal, Saul's
arrogance and desire for immediate action prompted him to disobey.

This act of disobedience drew the first curse upon Saul. Samuel, upon learning of Saul's actions,
pronounced judgment on him, uttering words that would forever be etched in Saul's memory. Samuel
declared that because Saul had not kept the commandment of the Lord, his kingdom would not be
established and would eventually be torn from him. (1 Samuel 13:8-14)

The curse pronounced by Samuel was more than just a mere warning; it was a divine decree that set in
motion a chain of events that would ultimately lead to Saul's downfall. From that moment forward,
Saul's reign was marked by uncertainty, fear, and a growing sense of isolation as he struggled to
maintain his position as king.

The consequences of Saul's disobedience reverberated throughout his life, affecting not only his
personal well-being but also the stability and unity of the nation. His inability to trustin God's timing
and his desire to take matters into his own hands set a dangerous precedent and weakened the
foundation of his rule.

Despite the curse pronounced upon him, Saul had opportunities to repent and seek reconciliation
with God. However, his pride and stubbornness prevented him from taking the necessary steps, and he
continued to make decisions that further alienated him from God's favor.

In the war with the Amalekites, Saul once again disobeyed Samuel's prophetical command. Despite
explicit instructions from God to annihilate the Amalekites and their king, Agag, Saul succumbed to a
lapse in judgment. He spared the life of Agag, disregarding the divine directives. This act of
disobedience had far-reaching consequences, leading to the second curse pronounced upon Saul. It
also served as the first clear indication that the kingdom of Israel would be transferred to a rival,
foreshadowing a significant shift in the nation's leadership. (1 Samuel 14:48 -15:1-9)
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The repercussions of Saul's transgressions were profound. He fell into a state of depression and
experienced a profound spiritual decline, losing the guidance and support of the Holy Spirit. In this
time of crisis, when Saul's emotional well-being was faltering, a young man named David emerged as
a beacon of hope. David, known for his musical talents, was recommended to serve Saul as a musician.
His melodious harp-playing had a soothing effect on the troubled king, uplifting his spirits and
alleviating his distress.

David's presence in Saul's court was not merely coincidental. It was part of God's plan to provide Saul
with comfort and companionship during a challenging period. Through David's music, Saul found
solace and momentary respite from the darkness that enveloped him. The relationship between Saul
and David, though complex and often fraught with tension, would play a pivotal role in shaping the
future of Israel.

The story of Saul's impatience and disobedience serves as a cautionary tale, reminding us of the
importance of humility, obedience, and trust in God's timing. It illustrates the devastating effects that
can result from acting rashly and disregarding divine instructions, leaving a lasting legacy of regret and
missed opportunities.

David: The Greatness of a lowly man

David provided a glimmer of hope for the people of Israel. When the annual sacrificial feast was in full
swing Samuel, the prophet of God, arrived. He had been sent by the Lord to anoint one of Jesse's sons
as the next king of Israel. As each son passed before him (1 Samuel 16:6-10), Samuel looked for the one
chosen by God. But none of them seemed to fit the bill. Then, Samuelinquired about Jesse's youngest
son, David, who was out in the fields tending the sheep. Jesse sent for David, and when he arrived,
Samuel was struck by his handsome appearance and intelligent eyes. He knew in his heart that this
was the one.

Samuel anointed David with oil, and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. From that day forward,
David was a changed man. He became more courageous and confident, and his musical ability soared
to new heights. The same music that helped King Saul in his depression mentioned earlier. After this,
David returned to his humble life as a shepherd. But his life was far from ordinary. On one occasion, he
faced off against a lion and a bear that were threatening his father's flocks. With nothing but his
shepherd's sling and a few stones, David bravely fought and defeated both animals.

Years later, David's life took a dramatic turn when he appeared before his brothers in the camp of the
Israelite army. He learned about the defiant challenge of the Philistine giant, Goliath. No one in the
army dared to face Goliath, but David stepped forward. With unwavering faith in God, David went out
to meet Goliath armed with only his sling and five smooth stones. In a stunning turn of events, David
struck Goliath with a stone from his sling, knocking him to the ground. With Goliath's own sword,
David delivered the final blow, securing a victory that changed the course of history. (1 Samuel
17:40-51)

Chosen as the future king, David's presence brought a sense of optimism and excitement. His
reputation blossomed with each passing day, as his exceptional talents and charisma captivated the
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hearts of many. However, Saul's envy and insatiable thirst for power cast a dark shadow over his
appreciation for David's abilities. (1 Samuel 18, 19)

Saul's jealousy and fear of losing his throne consumed him. Driven by insecurity and paranoia, he
orchestrated several attempts to eliminate his perceived rival. Despite having two golden
opportunities to end Saul's life, David displayed remarkable mercy and spared him, showing restraint
and respect for the divine anointing upon Saul. (1 Samuel 24, 26)

Saul's downfall was ultimately sealed by his own disobedience and inability to trust in God's plan. His
actions were driven by pride, manipulation, and a desire for control. He sought counsel from mediums
and sorcerers, defying the clear instructions of God. Consequently, the Lord turned away from him,
and Saul's reign unraveled, leading to his tragic demise. (1 Samuel 28, 31)

David's journey contrasted sharply with Saul's. His path was marked by humility, trust in God, and a
willingness to submit to His plan. Despite facing numerous challenges and setbacks, David's faith and
obedience enabled him to overcome adversity and eventually ascend to the throne. His reign brought
peace, prosperity, and justice to the nation of Israel, fulfilling the promise that God had made to his
ancestor Abraham. (2 Samuel 5, 7)

After the death of King Saul, David was finally crowned king of Israel. He reigned for forty years, during
which time he conquered Jerusalem and moved the Ark of Covenant there. He also defeated the
Philistines and became a King that influenced small kingdoms such as Edom, Moab and Ammon.

David's reign was not without its challenges. He committed adultery with Bathsheba, who became
pregnant, and then orchestrated the death of her husband, Uriah, to cover up his sin (2 Samuel 11:15) .
The prophet Nathan confronted David with his wrongdoing, and David repented and asked for
forgiveness. Despite his mistakes, David was a man of great faith and devotion to God. He wrote many
of the Psalms, which are still cherished and recited by believers worldwide.

At the end of his life, David established the kingdom for his son, Solomon, and passed away peacefully.
He left behind a legacy of leadership, courage, and unwavering trust in the Lord.

Solomon: The use and misuse of a talent

King Solomon, the son of David and Bathsheba, ascended to the throne of Israel following the
tumultuous period marked by Absalom's rebellion. Absalom, son and favorite of king David, was
destined to be David’s successor. Absalom rebelled against David. Eventually went into battle with
David and Absalom died in battle at a young age. Solomon was the child of David's old age, the last
born of all his sons.

Despite the tragic circumstances of his accession, Solomon's reign is often seen as one of the most
glorious periods in Israel's history. He was known for his wisdom, his wealth, and his building projects,
including the construction of the magnificent Temple in Jerusalem.

Solomon's wisdom was legendary. In a vision, God offered him the choice of any good thing he
desired, and Solomon chose wisdom over riches, honor, or long life. This prayer was granted, and
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Solomon became known for his deep understanding of the world around him. He was skilled in many
areas, including science, literature, and philosophy (1 Kings 3:5-14).

Solomon's wealth was also immense. He imported large quantities of precious metals from far-off
lands, and he received tribute from all the kings and princes of the subject provinces (1 Kings 10:25) .
He also established monopolies on trade, which contributed to his treasury (1 Kings 10:28,29). The
total amount of gold that Solomon brought into the treasury in a single year was 666 talents (1 Kings
10:14), an incredible sum for the time.

One of Solomon’s most notable achievements was the construction of the Temple in Jerusalem. The
Temple was built with lavish resources and meticulous attention to detail, symbolizing the zenith of
Israel’s religious and political stature. Solomon’s dedication to the Temple was evident in the grandeur
and expense involved, reflecting his commitment to establishing a lasting place of worship for God.

However, Solomon's reign was not without its challenges. He became involved with "strange women"
and found himself drawn into the worship of foreign gods. This led to a decline in his spiritual life, and
he eventually came to the conclusion that all the wealth and wisdom in the world were meaningless
without God. He wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, which reflects on the vanity of human life apart from
God. His story is a reminder that even the wisest and most powerful people can be tempted by sin and
that true fulfillment can only be found in God.

E Review Questions

1. Who were the Kings of Israel before the kingdom was divided? [Saul, David,
Solomon]

2. What was the downfall of King Saul? [First he was so impatient waiting for Samuel
that he offered an unlawful burnt sacrifice. Second he took spoils from the city of
Amalek against God’s command.]

3. Who was the king of the Amalek’s that Saul spared his life and took him prisoner?
[Agag, which was against God’s command. Eventually Samuel killed him.]

4. What was David’s sin which God punished him for? [He committed adultery with
Bathsheba, she became pregnant then David killed her husband Uriah.]

5. What was God’s punishment after David repented? [The son of sin from Bathsheba
would die.]

6. Who was to be the successor of King David before Solomon? [Absalom. He rebelled
and died in battle against David.]

7. What did King Solomon ask God to give him? [Wisdom in order to be able to judge
God’s people.]

8. What was Solomon’s downfall? [He married strange women, who led him to worship
idols.]
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9. What book did Solomon write which led to the belief that he repented? [Ecclesiastes]
10. Why did King Saul hire David to do and why? [David was hired to cheer Saul after he
fell into depression after he went against God at the battle with Amalek.]
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BIBL101 - Overview of the Old Testament

OT IIl: The Divided Kingdom

BIBLE BASICS

The Prophecy of Ahijah

Prophecy of Ahijah, during the reign of Solomon

Ahijah, a prophet during Solomon's reign, foretold the division of the kingdom. God instructed Ahijah
to meet Jeroboam and tear his new garment into twelve pieces, signifying the division of the kingdom.
Ten pieces would be given to Jeroboam, representing the ten tribes he would rule over, while one
piece would remain with Solomon, symbolizing the tribe of Judah and Benjamin that would stay loyal
to him. Solomon, in response to Jeroboam's rebellion, attempted to kill him. However, Jeroboam fled
to Egypt and sought refuge under the protection of Pharaoh Shishak. Upon Solomon's death,
Jeroboam returned to Israel and ascended to the throne, fulfilling the prophecy of the divided
kingdom. God had a plan of prosperity for Jeroboam, promising to make his name as renowned as
King David's. “ Then it shall be, if you heed all that | command you, walk in My ways, and do what
isright in My sight, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then | will be
with you and build for you an enduring house, as | built for David, and will give Israel to you. ” (1 Kings
11:38)

Have you heard of Jeroboam? Does his name resound like the name of David in the church? God may
have plans for each and every one of us, great plans, but it is our choice to live it. Jeroboam, exercising
his free will, chose not to adhere to God's plan, leading to his downfall. After forming the Northern
Kingdom. Jeroboam established two new centers of worship to replace Jerusalem, one at Dan in the
north and the other at Bethel in the southern part of his kingdom. By replacing Jerusalem as the
God-appointed place to offer sacrifices, he became known as Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made
Israel to sin.

“Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that
the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way; and he had clothed
himself with a new garment, and the two were alone in the field. Then Ahijah
took hold of the new garment thatwason him, andtore itinto twelve
pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says
the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of
Solomon and will give ten tribes to you (but he shall have one tribe for the sake
of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which | have
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), because they have forsaken Me, and
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the people of Ammon, and have not walked in
My ways to do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My judgments,
as did his father David. However | will not take the whole kingdom out of his
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hand, because | have made him ruler all the days of his life for the sake of My
servant David, whom | chose because he kept My commandments and My
statutes. But | will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand and give it to
you—ten tribes. And to his son | will give one tribe, that My servant David may
always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the city which | have chosen for
Myself, to put My name there. So | will take you, and you shall reign over all
your heart desires, and you shall be king over Israel. Then it shall be, if you
heed all that | command you, walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight,
to keep My statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then |
will be with you and build for you an enduring house, as | built for David, and
will give Israel to you. And | will afflict the descendants of David because of
this, but not forever! ” Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But
Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt
until the death of Solomon.” 1 Kings 11:29-40

The north is now called Israel, Ephraim. God had a plan of prosperity for Jeroboam, one which would
make his name as known as King David. Yet, in his free will, Jeroboam did not fulfill God’s plan.

Separation of northern 10 tribes

Ten tribes of Israel revolted under Jeroboam's leadership, forming the Northern Kingdom. These tribes
were Asher, Dan, Ephraim, Gad, Issachar, Manasseh, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun. The
northern kingdom, often referred to as Israel or Ephraim, separated from the southern kingdom of
Judah, which remained loyal to Solomon's descendants. Jeroboam, upon hearing of Solomon's death,
returned from Egypt and met with Rehoboam, Solomon's son and successor. The elders of Israel
requested Rehoboam to lighten the burden imposed by his father, but Rehoboam's unwise response
led to the division of the kingdom.

“And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make
him king. So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was
still in Egypt, for he had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been
dwelling in Egypt), that they sent and called him. Then Jeroboam and the
whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, “Your father
made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your
father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.” So he
said to them, “Depart for three days, then come back to me.” And the people
departed.” 1 Kings 12:1-5

The Divided Kingdom

The Divided Kingdom of Israel was a period in ancient Israelite history that began after the death of
King Solomon around 931 BC. Jeroboam returned to Israel and was proclaimed king by ten of the
twelve tribes. The two tribes that remained loyal to Solomon's son, Rehoboam, were Judah and
Benjamin, who formed the southern Kingdom of Judah. The kingdom was split into two separate
entities: the northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah.
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The northern Kingdom of Israel, which consisted of the tribes of Asher, Dan, Ephraim, Gad, Issachar,
Manasseh, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun, was often referred to as "Israel," "Ephraim," or
"Samaria," with its capital city being Samaria. The southern Kingdom of Judah, consisting of the tribes
of Judah and Benjamin, was often referred to as "Judah" or "Jerusalem," with Jerusalem as its capital.

The division of the kingdom had significant political and religious implications. The northern kingdom
was known for its idolatry and worship of false gods, while the southern kingdom remained more
faithful to the worship of Yahweh in Jerusalem. This religious divide contributed to conflicts and
tensions between the two kingdoms.

The divided kingdoms also experienced different political fortunes. The northern Kingdom of Israel
was frequently at odds with its neighbors, including the Arameans and Assyrians, and ultimately fell to
the Assyrian conquest in 722 BC. The southern Kingdom of Judah survived longer, but was eventually
conquered by the Babylonians in 586 BC, leading to the Babylonian exile of the Jewish people.

The Divided Kingdom period was a transformative time in Israelite history, marked by political
upheaval, religious division, and significant cultural and social changes. The legacy of the divided
kingdoms can still be seen in the modern-day religious and ethnic divisions in the region.

The Kings of the North: Israel, Ephraim

Only Stage 1: No God, quick destruction

The Kings of the north in ancient Israel were known for their wicked deeds and idolatry. Jeroboam, the
first of these kings, set up calf idols in his temples, leading the people astray from the worship of the
one true God. His reign lasted for 22 years.

After Jeroboam, his son Nadab ascended to the throne. However, his reign was short-lived, lasting
only two years (1 Kings 15:25-26). Nadab's captain, Baasha, plotted against him and killed him along
with the entire House of Jeroboam. Baasha then became king and reigned for 24 years. During his
reign, he engaged in a war with Asa, the king of Judah. (1 Kings 15:27- 16:7)

Baasha was succeeded by Elah, who reigned for only two years. He was assassinated by Zimri, the
commander of his chariots (1 Kings 16:8-10). Zimri's reign was even shorter, lasting only seven days.
The army elected Omri as king, and he laid siege to Tirzah, the capital city, forcing Zimri to commit
suicide. (1 Kings 16:15-18)

Omri became king after Zimri's death and reigned for 12 years.(1 Kings 16:23-28) Omiri's son, Ahab,
surpassed his father in wickedness. He married Jezebel, a pagan priestess, and introduced Baal
worship into Israel. Ahab also had his son, Ahaziah, marry one of the daughters of Judah, further
solidifying his political alliances. Ahab's reign lasted for 21 years.(1 Kings 16:28 - 22:40) Murders, plots
and deception were at the center of the Kingdoms of Judah.

Ahaziah succeeded his father, Ahab, but his reign was cut short after only one year. He was fatally
injured in a battle and died. (1 Kings 22:40 , 2 Kings 1:18)
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Jehoram, Ahab's son by Jezebel, became king after Ahaziah's death. He reigned for 12 years and
continued the wicked ways of his father. Jehoram faced several challenges during his reign, including
conflicts with neighboring kingdoms and a rebellion led by Elisha's student, Jehu.(2 Kings 3:1, 9:25)

Jehu, a military commander, was anointed king by Elisha's student. He rose up against Jehoram,
killing him along with Ahaziah, the king of Judah, and Jezebel, Ahab's mother. Jehu's reign lasted for
28 years, and he implemented religious reforms to eradicate Baal worship from Israel.(2 Kings: 9 -
10:36)
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The Kings of the South: Judah, Jerusalem

Stage 1: Upholding a godly environment

Abijah took fourteen wives and had a large family with 22 sons and 16 daughters. However, Abijah's
efforts to reunite the ten tribes of the northern Kingdom of Israel with Judah were unsuccessful. While
he initially conquered Bethel and seized the golden calves worshiped there, instead of destroying
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them as required by the law, Abijah kept them. This decision demonstrated that he was not fully
devoted to upholding God's commands.

Asa, who succeeded Abijah, was a dedicated follower of Yahweh. He was committed to preserving the
traditional worship practices and eradicating idolatry and its associated immoralities. After a
successful battle against Zerah of Ethiopia in his tenth year of rule, Judah experienced peace for fifteen
years until the 25th year of Asa's reign. However, in his 26th year, Asa faced a challenge from Baasha,
the king of Israel. To counter this threat, Asa formed an alliance with Ben-Hadad I, the king of Aram
Damascus, persuading him to break his peace treaty with Baasha and invade the Northern Kingdom in
exchange for monetary compensation. Asa reigned for many years and was highly revered by his
people. He was generally regarded as a righteous king, known for his devotion to God and his
leadership.

Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, displayed great zeal in suppressing the idolatrous worship prevalent
at the "high places" throughout the kingdom. This commendable action is recorded in 2 Chronicles
17:6, showcasing his commitment to promoting the worship of God. Additionally, Jehoshaphat sought
to strengthen his kingdom by pursuing alliances with the northern kingdom of Israel. Notably, he
arranged the marriage of his son, Jehoram, to Ahab's daughter, Athaliah. However, this alliance drew
the criticism of the prophet Jehu, son of Hanani, who reproached Jehoshaphat for associating with
the wicked house of Ahab. Recognizing his mistake, Jehoshaphat repented and returned to his
previous stance of opposing all forms of idolatry. He dedicated himself to promoting the worship of
God and ensuring just and righteous governance for his people, as described in 2 Chronicles 19:4-11.

Upon hearing the tragic news of Ahaziah's untimely death, Athaliah, driven by ambition and a desire
for power, seized the throne of Judah. In a ruthless move, she ordered the execution of all potential
claimants to the throne, including members of her own Omri dynasty. However, Jehosheba, Ahaziah's
sister, defied Athaliah's murderous rampage and managed to rescue one of her grandsons, Jehoash,
who was only a year old at the time. Jehoash was the son of Ahaziah and Athaliah's daughter, making
him a direct descendant of both the Omri and Davidic dynasties.

Joash, the son-in-law of the prophet Zechariah, faced a challenging situation when the priests and
officials of the kingdom turned away from worshipping God. Zechariah courageously confronted them,
urging them to return to the path of righteousness. However, Joash, influenced by the wicked counsel
of his advisors, reacted by ordering the execution of Zechariah by stoning. This tragic act
demonstrated Joash's departure from the principles of faith and justice that had once guided his
kingdom.

Stage 2: Guidance vs. Pride

Uzziah, a young monarch, ascended the throne at the tender age of 16 and reigned for approximately
52 years. During his rule, Uzziah oversaw a period of immense prosperity, surpassing all reigns since
Solomon's except for Jehoshaphat's. The reigns of both, Uzziah and Jeroboam Il in the north, marked
prosperous times for both the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. The weakening of Egypt's economic
power provided opportunities for growth and expansion. As a result, Israel and Judah experienced
significant growth in stature and wealth. However, this era of prosperity led to overconfidence and a
misplaced reliance on their own strength and resources.
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Driven by pride, Uzziah committed a grave act. He ventured into the temple of Jehovah, intending to
burn incense on the altar of incense, a privilege reserved solely for the priests. Azariah, the High Priest,
recognized this as an attempt by Uzziah to usurp the prerogatives of the priests, and confronted him
with a band of eighty priests. In a stern voice, Azariah declared, "It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn
incense to the Lord, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense." (2
Chronicles 26:18).

At that very moment, the ground beneath them shook violently, and an earthquake erupted. Uzziah,
stricken with terror, felt a burning sensation on his skin. It was leprosy, a dreaded disease that marked
him as unclean. Compelled to reside in "a separate house" until his death, Uzziah's leprosy served as a
constant reminder of his transgression (2 Kings 15:5, 27; 2 Chronicles 26:3). The Book of Isaiah uses
"the year that king Uzziah died" as a reference point for describing the vision in which Isaiah sees his
vision of the Lord of Hosts.

The government was entrusted to his son Jotham, who ably took the reins, guided by the advice of the
prophets Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, and Micah. Jotham, a wise and righteous ruler, benefited greatly from
the counsel of these prophets. Through their guidance, he implemented reforms, strengthened the
nation, and promoted justice and righteousness. The reign of Jotham marked a significant period in
Israel's history, characterized by spiritual revival, social justice, and economic prosperity. The
prophets' influence on Jotham's rule left a lasting impact, shaping the destiny of his kingdom and
leaving a legacy that would be remembered for generations to come.

Stage 3: Seeking the signs of God

Upon his accession to the throne of Judah, King Ahaz encountered a formidable challenge in the form
of a coalition led by Pekah, the king of northern Israel, and Rezin, the king of Damascus (Syria). These
monarchs sought to compel Ahaz to join them in opposing the growing threat of the Assyrians, who
were preparing to invade the Northern Kingdom under their powerful leader, Tiglath-Pileser IlI (Pul).
Faced with this pressing situation, the prophet Isaiah counselled Ahaz to place his trust in God rather
than seek alliances with foreign powers. Isaiah urged Ahaz to ask for a sign as confirmation of God's
promise of deliverance. However, Ahaz refused, stating that he would not put God to the test (Isaiah
7:12). In response, Isaiah declared that whether Ahaz asked for a sign or not, he would receive one. The
sign would be the birth of a child, and the child's mother would name him Immanuel, which means
"God-with-us" (Isaiah 7:13-14). This prophecy symbolized the enduring presence of God with His
people, even in times of great distress.

Unfortunately, Ahaz did not heed Isaiah's counsel and instead chose to align himself with the
Assyrians. In 732 BCE, he travelled to Damascus to pay homage to Tiglath-Pileser and his gods. Ahaz
was captivated by the splendour and prestige of the Assyrian religion and politics, and he adopted
some of their practices in Jerusalem. He had an altar built in the Temple, modelled after one he had
seen in Damascus, and implemented changes to the ritual and furnishings of the Temple, all "because
of the king of Assyria" (2 Kings 16:18).

In sharp contrast to Ahaz's actions, his son Hezekiah, who succeeded him to the throne, demonstrated
unwavering trust in God. When the Assyrian king Sennacherib turned his attention towards the cities
of the west in 701 BCE, Hezekiah refused to rely on Egypt for support. Instead, he placed his faith in
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God and fervently prayed for deliverance. The Assyrians did not launch an attack on Jerusalem, and
God miraculously intervened by sending an angel who struck down 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one
night, forcing Sennacherib to return to his own land in disgrace.

Later in his life, Hezekiah fell ill with a severe boil or inflammation that Isaiah initially believed would
be fatal. However, after Hezekiah prayed to God, Isaiah delivered a message that he would live for
another 15 years (Isaiah 38:5). During this extended period, Hezekiah's son and successor, Manasseh,
was born. Manasseh was 12 years old when he ascended to the throne after Hezekiah's passing.

Thus, the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah provide contrasting examples of kings who made different
choices in the face of adversity. Ahaz turned to foreign alliances and adopted foreign religious
practices, while Hezekiah relied solely on God and experienced miraculous deliverance. Their stories
serve as reminders of the importance of faith, trust, and seeking God's guidance in times of trial.

Life of Repentance

During his reign, Manasseh reversed the centralizing religious reforms instituted by his father, King
Hezekiah. Instead, he re-established local shrines, possibly driven by economic motives. These shrines
served as places of worship for polytheistic deities such as Baal and Asherah. Manasseh even went so
far as to restore the worship of these deities within the Temple itself, defying the strict monotheism
promoted by his father. Furthermore, he sponsored the Assyrian astral cult throughout Judah, further
solidifying his commitment to polytheism.

In a significant event, Manasseh was captured and brought in chains before the Assyrian king, believed
to be Esarhaddon. This capture likely occurred due to suspicions of disloyalty on Manasseh's part.
However, the biblical account indicates that he was later treated well and reinstated on his throne.
Notably, neither the biblical book of Kings nor Assyrian records provide any further details about this
incident.

Manasseh's wickedness reached such extreme levels that he is even said to have committed the
heinous act of martyring the prophet Isaiah by cutting him in half. The severity of his imprisonment,
however, brought about a transformation in Manasseh. He experienced deep remorse and repentance,
turning away from his evil ways.

After Manasseh's reign, his son Amon succeeded to the throne. Unfortunately, Amon reverted to the
idolatrous practices of his father, undoing much of the spiritual progress made during Hezekiah's time.
Much can be said about unhealthy upbringing, even though the repentance of Manasseh was accepted
by God, the consequences of his decisions impacted Israel past his departure.

From the tender age of eight, Josiah was placed as King of Judah. Guided by an unwavering faith, he
sought the Lord's presence and guidance, yearning to establish a righteous and God-centered nation.
With unwavering determination, Josiah embarked on a mission to restore the worship of God
throughout his kingdom. He recognized that the people had strayed from the path of righteousness,
and he believed it was his duty to lead them back to the Lord. He commanded the people to cleanse
the Temple and remove all the idols and pagan symbols that had crept in over the years.

Josiah also encouraged the life of repentance among his subjects. He understood that true worship
involved not only external rituals but also a genuine transformation of the heart. He preached the
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importance of turning away from sin and living a life that was pleasing to God. Through his words and

actions, Josiah inspired many to seek forgiveness and to walk in the ways of the Lord.

His reforms had a profound impact on the nation. The people began to turn away from idolatry and
embrace the worship of the one true God. The Temple once again became a place of reverence and
devotion, and the nation experienced a spiritual revival. Josiah's reign became a model of faithful
leadership and a testament to the power of God's grace at work in a ruler's heart.

The Prophetic Messages

North Jonah, Amos, Hosea B Northern Israel

Jonah the prophet, precedes Amos and Hosea, and lived in the northern Israel but prophesied to the
Ninevites who are in Assyria. Some say that as a prophet, he knew what would happen to his land, his
family 65 years later (his mission was ~65 years prior to the Assyrian crisis). So as such, thisis why he
didn’t want to go to Nineveh. He went the complete opposite way, he wanted nothing to do with them.
Jonah learned later to rely on God. He prayed and repented and God answered his prayers.

Jonah’s Message: their city would be destroyed in forty days if they did not repent
for their wickedness.

Amos was a man of fearless resolution in it, faithful and bold in reproving sin and denouncing the
judgments of God for it, and pressing tirelessly to repentance and reformation. He then calls Israel to
account, and judges them for their idolatry, their unworthy walking under the favors God had
bestowed upon them, and their incorrigibleness under his judgments. He calls them to repentance,
rejecting their hypocritical sacrifices unless they did repent. He foretells the desolations that were
coming upon them notwithstanding their security, some particular judgments, particularly on
Amaziah; and, after other reproofs and threatenings, concludes with a promise of the setting up of the
Messiah’s kingdom and the happiness of God’s spiritual Israel therein, just as the prophecy of Joel
concluded.

Amos’ Message: Rebuked Social Injustice within the North, called them to
repentance, warning them of God's coming punishment, and making them seek
the day of the Lord. He was not successful, then Hosea came after him.

Hosea prophesied of the destruction of the kingdom of the ten tribes when it was at a great
distance, and lived himself to see and lament it, and to improve it when it was over, for warning to its
sister kingdom. The scope of his prophecy is to discover sin, and to denounce the judgments of God
against a people that would not be reformed. Thus, God wants to speak harshly to Israel and sent
Hosea. God asks him to marry Gomer, the harlot. Due to his marriage he ends up having the ability to
relate to them - telling them that he understands why they don’t love God, because you don’t know
Him - if Gomer knew how much | committed to her, how much I love her and was loyal to her, she
would not leave me. The beginning of transformation is not to love God, it is to know Him! This is the
beginning of transformation.

Hosea’s Message: Lack of knowledge of love of God. During the reign of king
Hoshea, Israel fell captive to the Assyrians, 722 BC.
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Other notable prophets at the time are Elijah and Elisha.
South Isaiah, Micah Judah

At the time of Isaiah, Pekah, king of Israel, tells Syria (small country) let’s unite and fight Assyria -
knowing they are too small, they go to Ahaz, king of Judah, but he rejects them, at the
recommendation of Isaiah! When they refused, Israel and Syria wanted to take over his army, so they
went to war. Ahaz was trembling in fear. He started doubting and began thinking of requesting help
from Egypt. But Isaiah stopped him - don’t shake! Trust and he will deliver you - and promised God
would deliver them as a sign. Surely, Assyrians ended up helping them and eventually conquered
Israel all together.

Isaiah’s Message: Israelites spread throughout the nations. The priests became
bad, so they spread. So how does God save the Israelites? He sends His Son, to
teach the apostles to spread the world. The Israelites are now everywhere. How
does God save Israel? It’s crazy, we got to save everyone! This is the message. The
world is now Israel. “In returning and rest you shall be saved, in quietness and
confidence shall be your strength” Isaiah 30:15

Micah was to convince sinners of their sins, by setting them in order before them, charging both Israel
and Judah with idolatry, materialism, oppression, contempt of the word of God, and their rulers
especially, both in church and state, with the abuse of their power; and also by showing them the
judgments of God ready to break in upon them for their sins. And to comfort God’s people with
promises of mercy and deliverance, especially with an assurance of the coming of the Messiah and of
the grace of the gospel through him. It is remarkable concerning this prophecy, and confirms its
authority, that we find two quotations out of it made publicly upon very solemn occasions, and both
referring to very great events. One is a prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem (3:12). Another is a
prediction of the birth of Christ (5:2)

Micah’s Message: God judgment of evil, and goodness to the faithful, as well as
addressing social injustice that was also going on in the south. “What does Yahweh
require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God? (Micah 6:8)

E Review Questions

1. Who was the reason for the kingdom’s division? [Rehoboam when he refused to ease
the judgment on the Israelites. They rebelled. The kingdom was divided into
northern (10 tribes) and southern (2 tribes) and made Jeroboam king of the northern
kingdom.]

2. Under which King Israel fell captive by the Assyrians? [King Hoshea in 722 BC.]

3. Which prophet warned King Ahaz of Judah regarding joining forces with the north to
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10.

fight the Assyrians? [Isaiah the prophet warned King Ahaz. He was trembling but
Isaiah gave him confidence.]

What was Micah’s message? [God judgment of evil, and goodness to the faithful, as
well as addressing social injustice that was also going on in the south.]

How many tribes were part of the North and how many were part of the South? [10
were part of the North (Asher, Dan, Ephraim, Gad, Issachar, Manasseh, Naphtali,
Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun) and 2 were part of the South (Judah and Benjamin)]
The Prophet Jonah was part of which kingdom and to whom he prophesied? [The
northern kingdom and he prophesied to the Ninevites.]

What were the capital cities for the north and the south kingdoms? [Samaria was for
the north and Judah for the south.]

What was Amos's message and what was the outcome? [ He called them to
repentance, rejecting their hypocritical sacrifices unless they did repent. His message
was social justice and returning from their evil way. He was not successful.]

Why did the prophet Hosea marry? What occupation did she have? [God told Hosea
to marry Gomer. She was a harlot.]

When did the South and the North fall under Asyrian rule? [During the reign of king
Uzziah and Jeroboam II. They did look to God or rely on God, so He brought the
Assyrians in ~mid 700’s BC who slowly grew and dominated.]
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BIBL101 - Overview of the Old Testament

OT IV: From the Exile to Christ

BIBLE BASICS

Exile and Return: God’s Discipline, God’s Fidelity

When Judah fell to Babylon (Jerusalem and the Temple destroyed, 586 BC), the catastrophe was not
merely political. It was covenantal. God had warned through the prophets that persistent idolatry and
injustice would lead to chastening (cf. Jeremiah 25; 2 Kings 24-25). Yet even judgment was not
abandonment. In exile, Israel learned, painfully but clearly, that the Lord is not a local God tied to one
land, but the God of heaven and earth.

What exile produced in the people of God

1. Repentance and purification from idols
After the exile, Scripture reveals a marked change: Israel’s chronic attraction to carved idols is
decisively broken. The exile became a furnace that burned away false worship.

2. Adeeper attachment to the Word of God
With no Temple and no sacrifices, people clung to Scripture, prayer, fasting, and repentance.
This prepared the way for synagogue life and regular public reading of the Law and Prophets
(cf. Nehemiah 8).

3. Hope shaped by prophecy
The prophets did not only explain why the exile happened, they proclaimed God’s promise of
restoration: return, rebuilding, and ultimately the coming of the Messiah (Isaiah 40-55;
Jeremiah 31; Ezekiel 36-37; Daniel 7-9).

The return from exile
Under the Persians, the Lord opened a way home:

e Zerubbabel and Jeshua: return and rebuilding of the Temple foundations (Ezra 1-6)
e Ezra: renewal of the Law and teaching the people (Ezra 7-10)
e Nehemiah: rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls and restoring civic life (Nehemiah)

Exile was not only a punishment; it became a school of humility. God permits the stripping away of
comfort so that the heart returns to Him. For a servant in tribulations, he learns to ask: “What is God
restoring in me through this hardship?”

“The Silent Years” That Were Not Silent: Preparation for Christ
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After the post-exilic prophets, the biblical narrative grows quieter, yet God’s providence continues
powerfully. This era is often called “intertestamental,” but spiritually it is a bridge: God is preparing
language, geography, politics, and hearts for the coming of the Savior.

Key developments that prepare the world for the Gospel

e The Diaspora (scattering among the nations): Jews live throughout the Mediterranean world.
This spreads knowledge of the God of Israel and creates communities that will later hear the
apostolic preaching (Acts repeatedly begins in synagogues).

e The Septuagint (Greek translation of the OT): Greek becomes the common language,
enabling Scripture to be read widely, and later enabling the apostles to proclaim Christ across
the empire in a shared tongue.

e Synagogue life: prayer, reading, instruction, fasting, and communal discipline intensify. When
the Messiah comes, He enters this world where Scripture is publicly read and awaited.

God often works quietly. The impression that “Nothing is happening” may simply mean God is laying
foundations.

Alexander’s Empire and the Spread of Hellenism

After the Persian period, Alexander the Great conquered much of the known world. After his death, his
empire fractured among competing successors. Over time, Judea found itself pulled between major
Hellenistic powers, especially those ruling from Egypt (Ptolemies) and Syria (Seleucids).

Hellenism: cultural pressure on faith

“Hellenism” refers to the spread of Greek language, education, philosophy, entertainment, and public
identity. In itself, culture is not automatically evil; the danger came when rulers demanded that the
Jews abandon covenantal life, like the Sabbath, circumcision, sacrifice, purity, and worship of the One
God and adopt pagan customs.

This produced three broad responses inside the Jewish community:

1. Assimilationists - welcomed Greek identity and gradually treated covenant life as optional
2. Faithful traditionalists - kept the Law and worship, even under threat
3. Active resistance - defended the faith through organized struggle when worship was attacked

Every age has its “Hellenism”: a dominant culture that pressures believers to dilute holiness. The
question is not whether we live among unbelievers, but whether we belong to the spirit of the age.

The Maccabean Witness: Zeal for Worship, Zeal for Holiness
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When persecution intensified under Seleucid (Syrian) power, especially through policies that profaned
worship and pressured Jews to violate the Law, resistance erupted. The priest Mattathias and his sons
began a revolt that later became associated with Judas “Maccabeus” (“the Hammer”).

The Revolution

In 168 B.C. the Jewish priest Mattathias started a revolt against Greek oppression. Upon Mattathias
death in 166 B.C., his son, Judas the Maccabee succeeded him as leader of the revolt. Seven holy
Maccabee were martyred, Abim, Antonius, Gurias, Eleazar, Eusebonus, Alimus and Marcellus, their
mother, Solomonia, and their teacher, Eleazar, suffered for their faith in 166 under Syrian King Antiochus
IV.

A ninety-year-old elder, the scribe and teacher Eleazar, was brought to trial for his faithfulness to the
Mosaic Law. He suffered tortures and died at Jerusalem. The disciples of St. Eleazar, the seven Maccabee
brothers and their mother, Solomonia, also displayed great courage. They were eventually brought to
trial in Antioch by King Antiochus. They fearlessly acknowledged themselves as followers of the True
God, and refused to eat pork, which was forbidden by the Law.

The eldest brother acted as spokesmen for the rest, saying that they preferred to die rather than break
the Law. He was subjected to fierce tortures in sight of his brothers and their mother. His tongue was cut
out, he was scalped, and his hands and feet were cut off. A cauldron and a large frying pan were then
heated, and the first brother was thrown into the frying pan where he offered his soul up to God. The
next five brothers were tortured one after the other. The seventh and youngest brother was the last one
left alive. King Antiochus suggested to their mother, St. Solomonia, that she persuade the boy to obey
him, so that her last son at least would be spared. Instead, the brave mother told him to imitate the
courage of his brothers. After all her seven children had died, St. Solomonia stood over their bodies,
raised up her hands in prayer to God and died.

The martyric death of the Maccabee brothers inspired Judas Maccabeus, and he led a revolt against King
Antiochus. With God’s help, he was victorious, and then purified the Temple at Jerusalem. He also
destroyed the altars which the pagans had set up in the streets. All these events are related in the
Second Book of Maccabees (Ch. 8-10).

Why Maccabees matters in an Orthodox formation

The Books of Maccabees do not simply record national history. They are a school of courage and
martyrdom.

The faithful chose obedience to God over life itself.
Martyrdom is shown as witness: fidelity to the covenant, trust in resurrection, and refusal to
bargain away holiness.

e The purification and rededication of the Temple becomes a sign that God preserves worship
even in dark times.
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This period forms the spiritual imagination of the later New Testament world:
people are longing for deliverance, purity, a faithful priesthood, a true king, and the consolation of
Israel.

A servant does not seek suffering, but learns that faithfulness may cost comfort, reputation, or
opportunity. The Maccabean witness teaches: “Holiness is not negotiable.”

Rome and Herod: The World into Which Christ Was Born

Rome eventually asserted control over Judea, and Jerusalem came under Roman power in the first
century BC. Rome often governed through local rulers and appointed officials, extracting taxes and
keeping order through military force.

Herod the Great and the Second Temple

Herod, famous for both political skill and ruthless insecurity, expanded and beautified the Temple
complex, turning it into a wonder of the region. The Temple remained the heart of sacrificial worship
and pilgrimage.

This is the Temple world of the Gospels:

Christ is presented in the Temple as an infant (Luke 2).

Christ teaches and is found among the teachers (Luke 2).

Christ cleanses the Temple from exploitation (Matthew 21; John 2).
The Temple becomes a central stage in the final week before the Cross.

Yet the Lord also prophesied judgment upon corruption and hypocrisy. Not long after the apostolic era
began, the Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans (70 AD), ending the sacrificial system and
intensifying the spread of the Gospel throughout the nations.

External religion (buildings, status, visibility) can coexist with an unrepentant heart. The Lord demands
inner truth, not only outward form.

Jewish Religious Groups: The Spiritual Climate of the Gospels

By the time of Christ, several movements shaped Jewish religious life. Understanding them helps us
read the New Testament clearly:

e Pharisees - devoted to strict observance of the Law and traditions; emphasized purity and
believed in the resurrection

e Sadducees - priestly/aristocratic group centered on Temple leadership; generally rejected
resurrection and emphasized a narrower authority base

e Essenes - separatist communities pursuing strict purity; critical of the Temple leadership;
associated with writings like the Dead Sea Scrolls

e Zealots - revolutionary movement resisting Roman rule, seeking political liberation
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The Lord’s ministry confronts not only personal sin but also distorted spiritual paths: hypocrisy,
legalism without mercy, religion used for power, and nationalism mistaken for salvation.

It is easy to “choose a camp” (strictness, activism, intellectualism, withdrawal) and call it holiness.
True holiness is Christ Himself: truth with mercy, zeal with humility, purity with love.

The Fulfillment: Exile Ends in Christ

From exile to return, from foreign empires to Roman rule, from cultural pressure to martyrdom, the
storyline moves toward one goal: the coming of the Messiah.

Exile scattered Israel among the nations; Christ gathers all nations into His Kingdom.
The Temple prefigured true worship; Christ makes worship “in spirit and truth.”
The longing for deliverance becomes fulfilled, not by a sword, but by the Cross and Resurrection.

The Old Testament does not merely end; it opens into the Gospel.

E Review Questions

1. What was one major spiritual fruit Israel gained through the Babylonian exile?
Purification from idolatry and a renewed return to God through repentance
and devotion to His Word.

2. Name the three main leaders associated with restoration after exile (Temple, Law,

walls).
Zerubbabel (Temple restoration), Ezra (restoration of the Law), Nehemiah
(rebuilding the walls and civic renewal).

3. What s “Hellenism,” and why did it become a spiritual threat to covenant life?
Hellenism is the spread/adoption of Greek culture, language, and identity; it
became a threat when it pressured Jews to abandon worship, the Law, and
holiness for pagan practices.

4. What three broad responses did Jews show toward forced Hellenization?
Assimilationists (embraced it), Traditionalists (refused and remained
faithful), Resistance (actively opposed the oppression).

5. Who began the revolt associated with the Maccabees, and what did this struggle

defend?
Mattathias began the revolt; it defended faithfulness to the Law and the
freedom to worship the One True God.

6. Why is martyrdom in the Maccabean period important in Orthodox spiritual

formation?
It models steadfast witness: choosing obedience, holiness, and faith in God
(and the resurrection) over compromising under pressure.
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10.

What role did the Second Temple play in the life and ministry of Christ?
It was the center of Jewish worship and the setting where Christ was
presented, taught, cleansed the Temple, and where major events of the
Gospel narrative unfolded.

List the four main Jewish groups often referenced in the New Testament world.
Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots.

How did the Diaspora and synagogue life help prepare the way for the spread of the

Gospel?
Jews were scattered among many nations with synagogues and
Scripture-reading communities, creating ready places for apostolic preaching
and wide communication through shared language.

In one sentence: how does the storyline “Exile to Christ” point to Jesus?
God uses exile, restoration, and world events to prepare for the Messiah:
Christ, who fulfills true deliverance, gathers the nations, and restores
worship through His Cross and Resurrection.
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1.2 Divine Judgment

The Fall of Man

BIBLE BASICS

The Woman and The Serpent

In the Garden of Eden, amidst the lush greenery and vibrant blooms, stood a tree that held both
beauty and mystery—the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Its presence introduced a profound
concept: free will. God, in His infinite wisdom, crafted this tree as a medium for humans to exercise
their ability to choose. It's as if God deliberately places temptation in our path. A beautiful tree with
delicious-looking fruit, but we're forbidden from touching it. It's like telling a child "don't touch that"
even if they had no prior interest. Suddenly, the forbidden object becomes highly alluring. Similarly,
when we tell ourselves “don't eat this chocolate”, how long can we resist the temptation?

However, it was not a trap or a test but rather an opportunity for Adam and Eve to demonstrate their
love and obedience. In His infinite wisdom, God understands the nature of humanity. When He
commanded humans not to touch or eat from the Tree of Knowledge, He knew that this prohibition
would evoke an intense desire to do the opposite. By presenting this choice, God granted them the
opportunity to demonstrate their obedience or disobedience, reaffirming their commitment to Him or
choosing to stray from His path. In the absence of choice, true love cannot exist. Imagine if God had
created Adam and Eve in paradise, devoid of any options or the ability to choose Him. In such a
scenario, there would be no free will, rendering the concept of love meaningless. Without the freedom
to choose, love loses its essence, becoming an obligatory act rather than a genuine expression of
affection.

The serpent, a cunning creature, recognized the significance of this tree and approached Eve with a
tempting proposition. It questioned God's command, planting seeds of doubt and curiosity in her
mind.

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not
eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest

o

you die.”” Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God
knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil.” So the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.”

Genesis 3:1-6
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Eve engaged in conversation with the serpent, despite the warning from God to not touch or eat from
the tree. This initial engagement was a pivotal moment, as St. John Chrysostom notes, " Her mistake in
the first place was engaging, or even having a discussion with the devil.” “Do not give what is holy to the
dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you
in pieces" (Matthew 7:6).

The serpent's words were carefully crafted to appeal to Eve's desires. It promised that by eating the
fruit, her eyes would be opened, and she would become like God, knowing both good and evil. This
half-truth, mixed with deception, was intended to sway Eve away from God's command. Eve
succumbed to the serpent's temptation, violating God's command. She took a bite of the forbidden
fruit and shared it with Adam (Genesis 3:1-6). This pivotal moment teaches us a valuable lesson about
discerning God's will and aligning our actions accordingly. At its core lies the importance of knowing and
understanding the Word of God. The Holy Bible serves as a guide, providing us with divine wisdom and
principles. By diligently reading and studying the Scriptures, we gain insight into God's character, His
desires, and His expectations for us.

When faced with moral dilemmas or choices that require discernment, we can turn to the Bible
as our ultimate authority. Its teachings provide a framework for decision-making, helping us to
differentiate between what is in line with God's will and what is not. By aligning our thoughts, words,
and actions with the principles outlined in the Bible, we demonstrate our trust in God's wisdom and
sovereignty. St. John warns against the devil preaching what a person wants to hear, then he strikes to
pull them away from the true Word of God. He wrote in 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit,
but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the
world.”

Additionally, the story of Adam and Eve reminds us of the consequences of disobedience. God
had given clear instructions, but they chose to disregard them, leading to their expulsion from the
Garden of Eden and the introduction of sin and suffering into the world. This serves as a cautionary tale,
emphasizing the importance of obedience and humility in our relationship with God.

However, God, in His boundless love and mercy, did not abandon humanity. He had foreseen the
fall of man and prepared a plan for redemption. The ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ, His Son, would
provide a way for humanity to be reconciled with God. Through His death and resurrection, believers can
receive forgiveness for their sins and restore their broken relationship with the Creator.

The Divine Dilemma

In his book "On the Incarnation," St. Athanasius presents a profound theological concept known as the
"Divine Dilemma." This dilemma arises from the scenario that unfolded after Adam and Eve ate from
the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden. God had warned them that if they ate from the tree, they
would surely die, yet they chose to disobey.

St. Athanasius uses the term "Divine Dilemma" to describe the situation God found Himself in as a
result of their actions. While God is not subject to human limitations and emotions, St. Athanasius
employs this language to emphasize the gravity of the situation. God had made a clear declaration,
but human disobedience had placed Him in a predicament.

56



On the one hand, God could have chosen to leave humanity to face the natural consequences of their
decision. He had warned them of the outcome, and their choice to eat from the tree was an act of
willful disobedience. However, this option did not align with God's goodness and His desire for
humanity's salvation.

On the other hand, God could have simply forgiven humanity and let the punishment go. Yet, this
would have undermined the seriousness of their transgression and compromised the principles of
justice and accountability.

Thus:
» Option 1: just leave man to the natural consequences of his decision, | said you
should die, you ate of it — which is not fitting of God’s goodness
» Option 2: let the punishment go

To resolve this dilemma and save humanity, God needed to fulfill a unique set of criteria. First, the one
who would save humanity had to be inherently capable of doing so, free from any need for salvation
themselves. This savior had to be infinite and remarkable, able to take the place of everyone
throughout history and into the future.

The second dilemma arose from the fact that God is a spirit and cannot die. To overcome this obstacle,
the solution was the Incarnation—God becoming man. Through the Incarnation, God took on human
flesh and entered into the human realm, becoming subject to the same conditions as humanity,
including the possibility of death.

By becoming man, Jesus Christ fulfilled the necessary criteria to save humanity. He was both fully
divine and fully human, capable of paying the price for humanity's mistake and redeeming them from
their fallen state. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus overcame sin and death, reconciling
humanity with God and opening the way for eternal salvation.

The Divine Dilemma and the Incarnation reveal the depth of God's love and His unwavering
commitment to redeeming humanity. It demonstrates that God is not distant or indifferent but actively
involved in human history, willing to sacrifice Himself for the sake of His creation.

God’s Approach to Sin

In the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve succumbed to temptation and disobeyed God's command,
God did not immediately rain down punishment upon them. Instead, He gently approached them,
asking, "Where are you?" This question was not merely a query about their physical location, but also
an invitation for them to reflect on their actions and acknowledge their mistake.

God's approach to Adam and Eve demonstrates His deep love and compassion. He knew they had
made a mistake, yet He did not condemn them or cast them aside. Instead, He engaged them in a
dialogue, allowing them to express their feelings and come to terms with their sin. This gentle
approach reveals God's desire to restore their relationship with Him, rather than simply punishing
them for their transgression.
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It is often assumed that God is quick to punish those who sin. However, the story of Adam and Eve
teaches us otherwise. God is not eager to condemn us but rather longs to bring us back from our
mistakes. He understands that we are imperfect and prone to making errors, and He is always ready to
forgive and restore us to fellowship with Him. “If man paid back the love of God by rebellion, God still
treats man with love, to draw his heart away from sickness that overcame him, and to raise him up
from the death that reigned over him” - Fr. Tadros Malaty

This reminder is particularly important for us today. In a world that often emphasizes shame and
condemnation, we need to remember God's unyielding love and gentleness towards us. When we fall
into sin, we may feel tempted to hide from God in shame and guilt. However, as the prophet Jeremiah
reminds us, there is no place we can hide from God's presence. He fills heaven and earth, and He sees
all that we do. The best place to hide from God after we fall in sin is...in Him! “Am | a God near at
hand,” says the Lord, “And not a God afar off? Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So | shall not
see him?” says the Lord; “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the Lord.” - Jeremiah 23:23-24

Rather than trying to hide from God, we should run to Him. He is our loving Father who longs to
embrace us and forgive us for our sins. When we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful to cleanse us
and restore us to fellowship with Him. Let us not forget God's gentle approach to sin. May we always
turn to Him in repentance and faith, knowing that He will welcome us with open arms and restore us to
His loving embrace.

God’s Approach vs Our Approach

In contrasting God's approach to our approach, it becomes evident that we often attempt to justify our
sins and shortcomings through excuses and incomplete solutions. The sinner, like the angry person,
devises pretexts to rationalize their behavior, even citing religious texts to bolster their arguments. This
act of "sewing together fig leaves" represents a rejection of genuine repentance and a resort to
superficial remedies.

St. Didymus the Blind illustrates this concept by pointing to the example of Elijah, who displayed anger
and destroyed the captain of fifty. While Elijah's actions may have been divinely sanctioned, they do
not serve as a model for the average individual. Anger, without proper discernment and moderation,
can lead to destructive consequences. That is what is meant by “sewed together fig leaves,” by
rejecting the fruits, and resorting to incomplete protection as coverings. The angry person, for
instance, mentions Elijah as a role model, when he got angry and destroyed the captain of fifty (2 Kings
1:9-12)”

“Sometimes the sinner sews for himself excuses for his sins. Is that not what we
see with many people?! The angry person, for instance, invents excuses to justify
his anger, to try to prove that he is right, quoting sometimes from the Holy
Scripture. That is what is meant by “sewed together fig leaves,” by rejecting the
fruits, and resorting to incomplete protection as coverings. The angry person, for
instance, mentions Elijah as a role model, when he got angry and destroyed the
captain of fifty (2 Kings 1:9-12)” — St. Didymus the Blind
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In contrast, God's approach is one of love, compassion, and redemption. Instead of condemning Adam
and Eve for their disobedience, He demonstrated His love by making coats of skin to clothe them (Gen.
3:21), replacing their inadequate fig leaf coverings.

These coats, as interpreted by Fr. Tadros Malaty, symbolize God's revelation to Adam and Eve about
the significance of sacrifice, foreshadowing the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The coats, made from animal
skin, represent the slain Lord Christ, whom we put on as a cover for our sins.

“And now, as our first parents fell under divine chastisement, God proclaimed
His love for them, before driving them out of the garden, “He made coats of
skin, and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21), in place of the fig leaves they sewed
together to make themselves coverings. These coats, probably, proclaimed God’s
revelation to the first man about the importance of sacrifice as a symbol of that
of salvation... It is as though God has given Adam and Eve the rite of the bloody
sacrifice. As to the coat of skin, that do not get dry, it symbolizes the slain Lord
Christ, Whom we put on as a cover for our sins, and a remover of the disgrace of
our old nature.” — Fr. Tadros Malaty

The coat of skin, which does not dry, signifies the unchanging and eternal nature of Christ's sacrifice. It
serves as a constant reminder of the forgiveness and redemption available to all who turn to Him. By
putting on Christ, we shed the disgrace of our old nature and embrace the righteousness that comes
from Him.

God's approach toward sinners stands in stark contrast to our tendency to make excuses and seek
imperfect solutions. His love, mercy, and provision of salvation through Christ offer hope and
transformation to all who seek His grace.

The Second Adam and Eve

Jesus (2nd Adam) & Adam:

Adam succumbed to greed, indulging in the forbidden fruit from the Tree of Knowledge. In contrast,
Jesus Christ demonstrated remarkable self-control when He fasted in the wilderness, resisting Satan's
temptations. Christ declared, "Man shall not live by bread alone..." emphasizing the importance of
spiritual nourishment over material desires. As St. Basil the Great wisely observed, "Through lack of
fasting, man was kicked out of paradise. Let us fast now that we may one day return there."

Conceit and ambition also plagued Adam, driven by the desire for more knowledge and power. "Your
eyes will be opened, and you will know things," the serpent enticed. Christ, however, rejected such
worldly ambitions when He refused the devil's offers of fame and fortune. He understood that true
fulfillment lies not in material possessions or earthly glory but in serving God and others.

Pride was another significant factor in Adam's downfall. He desired to be like God, equating himself
with the Creator. In contrast, Christ ignored the tempting offer of angelic glory if He threw Himself
down from the temple. St. Augustine eloquently stated, "They listened to the voice of the deceiver who
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told them: 'You will be like God." So they deserted God, who wished to make them gods, not through
their isolation from Him, but through their fellowship with Him."

St. Mary (2nd Eve) & Eve:

Eve's disobedience in partaking of the forbidden fruit stands in stark contrast to St. Mary's incredible
obedience. St. Mary willingly accepted God's plan for her life, becoming the vessel through which
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world, would enter the world. Her humble submission to God's will
allowed her to play a pivotal role in the redemption of humanity, reversing the consequences of Eve's
disobedience.

The Punishment

The serpent, Adam, and Eve were all cursed with a punishment that brought sorrow, regret, and a
harsh ending. Death was given as a remedy to limit the evils that could have ensued. Saint Ambrose
believed that death served as a way to put an end to the cycle of sin and suffering. “Death was given as
a remedy as it puts a limit to evils” (St. Ambrose) Death allowed individuals to face the consequences of
their actions and ultimately seek redemption through repentance.

Saint John Chrysostom offered a unique perspective on the punishment by focusing on the expulsion
from Paradise. He argued that while Paradise was initially given to man as a gift, it was ultimately
taken away as a means of showing compassion and care.

“Just imagine what would be the situation of Cain if he stayed in Paradise in his
condition as a blood-shedder?! Paradise was given to man, and when he proved
not worthy of it, he was driven out, for staying out and feeling insulted, he
would turn to a better condition (through repentance), to be worthy of
returning. That actually happened, as the Lord said to him (the thief): “Assuredly,
| say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). Look how, not
only giving us the Paradise, but also sending us out of it, is a sign of great care
and compassion! If man did not suffer being driven out of Paradise, he would
not have been worthy of it again.” — St. John Chrysostom

Staying in Paradise in a state of sin would have prevented man from recognizing his shortcomings and
seeking forgiveness. Instead, being driven out allowed man to experience suffering and come to terms
with his actions, leading to the potential for repentance and eventual return to Paradise.

The Orthodox understanding of original sin differs from certain churches that believe in inheriting the
specific act of picking the fruit from the tree. Orthodoxy recognizes that while we are not directly
responsible for the actual act committed by Adam and Eve, yet we are born with a corrupted nature
that carries the consequences of sin. This is supported by passages in Psalm 51 and Romans 5:12,
which state that we are born in iniquity and sin, and that death entered the world through one man,
affecting all humanity. The Orthodox view emphasizes the inherited nature of sin and the need for
redemption through repentance, faith, and the grace of God. Psalm 51, “Behold, | was brought forth in
iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.” As we also read in Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as
through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men,
because all sinned.”
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Turning punishment into salvation

In summary, engaging with evil forces, represented by the devil, leaves us vulnerable and exposed to
harm. To determine whether something is against the will of God, it is essential to have a deep
understanding of God's Word. Jesus Christ, as the new Adam, provided a model for us to avoid the
mistakes made by Adam when he was tempted by Satan. Christ successfully overcame Satan's
temptations on three occasions.

The act of not fasting and being disobedient to God's commands resulted in humanity's expulsion
from Paradise. Therefore, to return to a state of grace and favor with God, we must embrace fasting, as
exemplified by Christ's 40-day fast, and practice blind obedience, as demonstrated by the Virgin Mary.

When we stumble or make mistakes, instead of hiding in our shame and guilt, we should seek refuge in
God's presence. God offers us a covering of spiritual protection and strength, symbolized by leather,
while our attempts to cover ourselves with fig leaves, representing our own efforts and remedies, will
never be as enduring or effective as Christ's sacrifice.

The words of the Gregorian liturgy "You, O my Master, have turned for me the punishment into
Salvation" express the profound gratitude and recognition that God's intervention and grace
transform even the most challenging circumstances into opportunities for redemption and salvation.
By turning away from sin and embracing God's love and forgiveness, we experience the transformative
power of His grace, which brings healing, restoration, and eternal life.

E Review Questions

1. What was Eve’s mistake that led to disobeying God’s will?
A. She ate from the forbidden tree.
B. Sheengaged in a conversation with the serpent.
C. She believed the serpent's lies.
D. Allof the above.
2. Where was the tree that the serpent told Eve to eat from?
A. The tree in the midst of the garden.
B. Thetreein the corner of the garden.
C. Thetree on the edge of the garden.
D. Thetreein the center of the garden.
3. What were the consequences that God told Adam and Eve if they ate from the tree in
the midst of the garden?
A. They would become immortal.
B. They would be banished from the garden.
C. They would surely die.
D. They would be turned into animals.
4. What is the sure way to know if someone or something is against the will of God?
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[Knowing the Word God through learning the Holy Bible.]

5. According to St. Athanasius what were the 2 options for God to punish Adam and
Eve? [Option 1: Let man die, Option 2: Let the punishment go.]

6. Why is Jesus called the 2nd Adam? [Jesus overcame temptations. He was not
prideful. He obeyed God.]

7. What is God’s approach to sin? [God is not quick to punish us but He is gentle with us
to bring us back from our mistakes.]

8. Where is the best place to hide from God when we fall? [The best place to hide from
God after we fall in sin is...in Him!]

9. What is the Orthodox understanding of the original sin? [We do not inherit the actual
act, but we inherit the corrupted nature and the consequences.]

10. How can we recognize evil? [Know the true Word of God. Learn the Holy Bible.]
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BIBL102 - Divine Judgment

The Flood

BIBLE BASICS

The Corruption of the Human Heart

Before diving into the narrative of the Flood, it is essential to recall the foundational themes
established in the opening chapters of Genesis.

Genesis Key Themes Focus

Chapter

Genesis 1 Creation, Intelligent Design, Spiritual Purpose, Human Divine Order and
Uniqueness Intent

Genesis 2 Adam, Eve, Divine Ordinances (Sabbath, Mankind, Work, Sanctity of Life and

Marriage) Relationship
Genesis 3 The Fall, Disobedience, Consequences of Sin (Death, Introduction of
Shame, Toil), Promise of Redemption Corruption and Hope

Genesis4 &5  Sin Outside Eden, Lineages (ungodly Cain vs. godly Seth) The Spread of Moral
Decay

By Genesis 6, mankind had begun to multiply on the face of the earth. However, the growing
population was accompanied by a profound moral decay, setting the stage for divine judgment.

God’s Response to Evil

In this contemporary era many individuals find themselves grappling with profound questions
concerning the existence of evil and the apparent absence of divine intervention. The horrors of war,
the increasing corruption, and the seemingly endless cycle of violence and suffering can lead to a crisis
of faith for some. They wonder, "How can a benevolent and omnipotent God allow such evil to persist?
Why does he not intervene in the affairs of humanity as he did in the biblical times of Noah?"

Genesis chapter 6 recounts the story of Noah, a righteous man chosen by God to build an ark and save
his family and a pair of every animal species from a great flood. The flood would cleanse the Earth of
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its wickedness. To fully grasp the extent of humanity's sinfulness during Noah's time, one must dive
into the events that unfolded after Cain's murder of his brother Abel.

In Genesis 4:12, God declared to Cain, "A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth." In
response, Cain expressed his fear that anyone who encountered him would kill him: “it will happen
that anyone who finds me will kill me.” (Genesis 4:14). This fear confirms that the concept of killing was
already familiar to humanity, indicating that corruption had spread deeply within the second
generation.

The third generation witnessed the birth of Enosh, the third son of Adam and Eve. According to Genesis
4:26, it was during Enosh's time that "men began to call on the name of the Lord." This verse implies
that nearly everyone else had abandoned God, suggesting a widespread and intentional departure
from His ways. It was not a matter of struggling with sin but rather a willful desertion of God, leading
inexorably towards catastrophe.

The judgment of the Flood was a response to radical, pervasive moral decay. "The LORD saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth," noting that "every intent of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually". The earth was described as "corrupt before God" and "filled with
violence". "All flesh had corrupted their way on the earth"

While today's world faces challenges such as murders, wars, rapes, corruption, and violence, there are
still numerous individuals dedicated to serving God and living by His commandments. Unlike Noah's
time, humanity today has not reached the same level of universal corruption. Far from it. Recognizing
this distinction is crucial for understanding the differences in God's response during Noah's time and
now.

Invitation to Purifying Waters

God provided Noah with precise instructions on how to construct the ark, including the type of wood
to use and how to seal it. He specified the dimensions, the location of windows, the number of levels,
and who and what Noah should take with him. Noah spent around 100 years building the ark before
the flood actually occurred, demonstrating God's patience and mercy. The Ark of Salvation was
displayed before the entire nation. Despite this grace period, humanity did not repent and turn away
from their evil ways.

The floodwaters originated from two sources: torrential rain from the heavens and subterranean water
expelled from the earth due to shifting tectonic plates. The earth was inundated for 40 days, covering
hills and mountains to a depth of 15 cubits above their peaks. The ark floated for 150 days, drifting
with the currents until the waters began to recede. The ark eventually came to rest atop Mount Ararat,
where it remained for about two months. Three months later, the mountaintops became visible. From
the onset of the rains until Noah and his family were able to disembark from the ark, a full year had
passed.

The waters prevailed "exceedingly," covering all the high hills under the whole heaven. The waters
prevailed fifteen cubits upward, completely covering the mountains. "All flesh died that moved on the
earth," and the waters prevailed for one hundred and fifty days. The sources affirm that the flood is a
true story, not merely a fable or symbolic myth. The consistency of the narrative is supported by:

64



e Cultural Memory: Approximately 500 cultures across the entire world, including those in
Mesopotamia, India, China, the Americas, and Greek mythology, possess a historical memory
of a great catastrophic flood.

e Archaeological Findings: Marine fossils have been discovered on the top of mountains,
suggesting a great flood brought them there.

e Geological Evidence: Geologists note that specific global stone layers, such as limestone and
sandstone found across Europe, the Middle East, and North America (like the Grand Canyon),
suggest that a vast amount of water moved these layers across the entire world.

The Great Flood served as a transformative and purifying event marking the end of a corrupt and sinful
era and paving the way for a new beginning with Noah and his family. The Ark prefigures the
sacrament of Baptism, delivering the recipient through the destructive waters of judgment and chaos.
Just as the floodwaters covered the earth, the waters of Baptism purify the soul, leading to a new life.
“From the beginning of creation, "the spirit of God moved over the waters," and over and again
Scripture testifies to the fact that water is purifying. It was with water that God washed away the sin of
the world in the time of Noah.” - St. John of Damascus.

The Prisoner of the Lord

Once Noah, his family (Shem, Ham, Japheth, and their wives), and the animals were inside the
vessel, "the LORD shut him in" (Genesis 7:16). Noah did not close the door himself; God controlled the
timing and the confinement.

Noah had already "made sacrifices" by building the Ark for years, enduring potential ridicule
from society. The resulting isolation can sometimes feel lonely, a common experience when one
chooses to dedicate themselves fully to God, leaving behind worldly friends or gatherings.

This sacrifice of the world stems from the similar concept of how St. Paul calls himself “the Prisoner of
the Lord”. The Fathers interpret this confinement as the Gift of Righteousness, rather than just a cost.

e Chained to God: To be a "prisoner of the Lord" (Ephesians 3:1), as St. Paul described himself, is
a positive, chosen bond. As St. Ignatius of Antioch wrote while awaiting execution, he saw his
chains as a sacrament that gave him "union with Christ".

e Freed from the World: The chains represent the choice to be bound to the Almighty God. This
discipline means that worldly desires ("fleshly or earthly desires") come second to God’s will. It
is a joyful commitment to follow all that God wants, making one a "bond servant of Jesus
Christ" (Philippians 1:1).

The Raven and the Dove

Noah sent out two birds to determine the state of the earth:

1. The Raven: This was an unclean animal. It flew "to and fro until the waters had dried up" but
never returned to Noah. The Fathers interpret the raven as symbolizing those who, having
been delivered, go back into the world and "feast on dead corpses," or corruption, failing to
return to their master.
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2. The Dove: The dove, often symbolizing peace and the Holy Spirit, initially found no resting
place and returned to Noah, finding rest in its master. Sent out a second time after seven days,
it returned with a "freshly plucked olive leaf". While the dove’s return signified that the waters
were receding, the dove’s return also shows loyalty stemming from a true relationship.
demonstrating service born out of profound gratitude for salvation. Sent out a third time, the
dove did not return, confirming the earth’s complete dryness.

St. Augustine powerful compares those who procrastinate their spiritual reformation to the ominous
crow. He warns that such behavior threatens ruin, echoing the tale of the crow that left Noah's ark and
never returned.

“You do not know when that last hour is going to come and yet you say, “l am
reforming.” When are you going to reform? When are you going to change?
“Tomorrow,” you say. Behold, how often you say, “Tomorrow, tomorrow.” You
have really become a crow. Behold, | say to you that when you make the noise
of a crow, ruin is threatening you. For that crow whose cawing you imitate went
forth from the ark and did not return.” - St. Augustine Sermons on the
Liturgical Season 224.4.

In contrast, Maximus of Turin draws a parallel between Christ and the dove, emphasizing Christ's
command to his followers to be as simple as doves. He interprets the prophet's words, "Who will give
me wings like a dove, and I shall fly away and be at rest?" as a description of Christ's triumphant return
to heaven after his earthly suffering. The dove's descent during the initiation of the church's
sacraments symbolizes the fulfillment of this prophecy.

“Christ is a dove because he commands his holy ones to be as doves when he
says, “Be simple as doves.” But the prophet speaks of what Christ the dove is
when, in his person, he describes his return to heaven after his suffering: “Who
will give me wings like a dove, and | shall fly away and be at rest?” When Christ
the Lord, therefore, initiated the sacraments of the church a dove came down
from heaven. | understand the mystery, and | recognize the sacrament. For the
very dove that once hastened to Noah’s ark in the flood now comes to Christ’s
church in baptism.” - St. Maximus of Turin Sermons 64.2.

God's decision to end the propagation of evil is not surprising, given humanity's inclination to overlook
divine justice. The same way a human will disagree with a killer being freed when he is evidently guilty;
it is not a surprise that God will put an end to the propagation of evil. But did God rush to annihilate
humanity? In Genesis 6:3, it says: “And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for
he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”, meaning that humanity has an
abundance of time to repent from their evil. This shows the nature of God's sovereignty, emphasizing
His perfect balance between justice and mercy.

The Rationale for the flood

St. Peter's declaration in 1 Peter 3:20 and 2 Peter 2:5 that Noah preached repentance to humanity
underscores the gravity of their situation. Yet, their response to this preaching was disheartening, as
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Christ points out that they were preoccupied with earthly concerns such as eating and drinking. God
offered humanity an additional seven days for repentance after Noah and his family entered the ark,
but no one heeded the call. In Genesis 7:10, after Noah and his family went inside the ark, we see that
God gave humanity an additional 7 days. An additional chance for repentance. But no one repented.

The most profound rationale for the flood lies in the story of salvation. The incarnation required a
sinless human to redeem a humanity that is filled with corruption. As St. Gregory the Theologian
asserts, "For that which He Christ has not assumed, He has not healed; but that which is united to His
Godhead is also saved." In other words, God had to take on our full humanity to be able to save us. This
humanity of Christ needs to come from a human, namely St. Mary.

During Noah's time, humanity's corruption was pervasive, leaving only one righteous family. This
family eventually brought forth Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and ultimately, St. Mary, the bearer of God.
Through her, God took flesh to save all of humanity, demonstrating His love and mercy for both those
who lived before and after the flood.

St. John Chrysostom's Homilies on Genesis further illuminate the significance of human choice in this
narrative. He emphasizes that God created human beings with free will, allowing them to choose
virtue or wickedness. Noah's righteousness stands in stark contrast to the corrupt nature of his
contemporaries, underscoring the individual's capacity for moral agency.

“Do you see how the Lord created our nature to enjoy free will? | mean, how
did it happen, tell me, that while those people showed enthusiasm for
wickedness and rendered themselves liable to punishment, this man opted for
virtue, shunned association with them and thus felt no effect of punishment?
Is it not crystal clear that each person chose wickedness or virtue of his own
volition? You see, if that were not the case and freedom did not have its roots
in our nature, those people would not have been punished, nor would others
receive reward for their virtue. Since, however, everything has been allowed to
remain with our choice owing to grace from on high, punishment duly awaits
the sinners, and reward and recompense those who practice virtue.” - St. John
Chrysostom Homilies on Genesis 22.5.

Noah is presented as a type or symbol of Christ. He was chosen to save humanity because of
his contrasting righteousness. If Noah's family had also become corrupt, the consequences would have
been dire. However, God is in control, and He patiently endured the sins of humanity until they gave
Him no other choice but to proceed with the flood. The flood occurred not only because God is just but
also because He loves us and wants to save us. While the story highlights God's justice, it also reveals
His patience, mercy, and love.

The Ark and the Church

The ark is not merely a vessel, but a profound symbol of the City of God's pilgrimage through history. It
represents the Church, saved by the wood of the cross where Jesus Christ, the mediator between God
and humanity, hung. The very dimensions of the ark - three hundred cubits in length, fifty in breadth,
and thirty in height - correspond to the proportions of the human body. Just as a person lying down is
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six times longer from head to foot than they are wide, and ten times longer than they are high, so too is
the ark. This correspondence emphasizes that Jesus became incarnate as a human being, taking on
the form of those he came to save.

The door in the side of the ark is a symbol of the wound made by the lance in the side of Christ on the
cross. This door is the entrance through which believers enter the Church, as they receive the
sacraments that flow from that wound. The sacraments are channels of grace, allowing believers to
participate in the salvation won by Christ on the cross.

The fact that the ark was made out of squared timbers is a symbol of the stability and firmness of a
holy life. A cube, with its six equal sides, stands firm no matter how it is turned. Similarly, a person who
lives a holy life is steadfast and unwavering in their commitment to God, regardless of the challenges
they face.

Undoubtedly the ark is a symbol of the city of God on its pilgrimage in history.
It is a figure of the church that was saved by the wood on which there hung the
“Mediator between God and men, himself man, Jesus Christ.” Even the very
measurements of length, height and breadth of the ark are meant to point to
the reality of the human body into which he came as it was foretold that he
would come. It will be recalled that the length of a normal body from head to
foot is six times the breadth from one side to the other and ten times the
thickness from back to front. Measure a man who is lying on the ground, either
prone or supine. He is six times as long from head to foot as he is wide from left
to right or right to left, and he is ten times as long as he is high from the ground
up. That is why the ark was made three hundred cubits in length, fifty in
breadth and thirty in height. As for the door in the side, that surely, symbolizes
the open wound made by the lance in the side of the Crucified—the door by
which those who come to him enter in, in the sense that believers enter the
church by means of the sacraments that are issued from that wound. It was
ordered that the ark be made out of squared timbers—a symbol of the
foursquare stability of a holy life, which, like a cube, stands firm however it is
turned. So it is with every other detail of the ark’s construction .They are all
symbols of something in the church.” - St. Augustine City of God 15.26

Every detail of the ark's construction holds symbolic meaning, pointing to some aspect of the Church
or the Christian life. The ark is a rich tapestry of symbolism, each thread woven together to create a
beautiful and meaningful whole.

The Ark, built according to divine instructions, is the primary symbol of divine protection. This
protective vessel prefigures the Church as God's means of salvation. Just as the world outside the Ark
was filled with violence and every living thing perished, the Ark alone offered refuge. This parallels the
necessity of dwelling within the Church, the spiritual vessel established by God to deliver mankind
from the chaos and destruction of sin.

When God delivered Noah, He commanded that he and his entire household enter the Ark—his sons,
his wife, and his sons’ wives. The protection was not granted to isolated individuals, but to those who
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gathered inside the vessel. This teaches that salvation is often found communally, requiring the shared
journey within the Church, the spiritual Ark.

The seven-day warning given before the Flood and the long period of the Ark's construction are seen
as precursors to the Church, symbolizing that this protection is there for you at all times. Just as Noah
and his family were "shut in" by the Lord for their safety, the faithful find secure confinement and
refuge in God's presence, rather than seeking the corruption of the outside world

Building our Ark (Faith & Good Works)

Noah, though he "found grace in the eyes of the LORD", was not passively saved. He demonstrated his
faith through years of meticulous obedience.

1. Obedience and Righteousness: Noah was instructed to build the Ark of gopherwood with specific
dimensions and materials. He performed "according to all that God commanded him, so he did". This
dedication and obedience are necessary responses to God’s grace.

2. A Testimony of Faith: The long period of building the Ark (estimated 25 to 100 years) was a
testimony to Noah's patience and faith. He was also a "preacher of righteousness" during this time.

3. The True Heart: Noah's righteousness was not simply mechanical rule-following, but stemmed from
his true heart and his "true understanding of who God is". This is the essence of good works: actions
motivated by a genuine desire for a relationship with God.

E Review Questions

1. What was the major sin that Cain did and why? [Cain got jealous of his brother Abel
because God accepted Abel’s sacrifice and did not accept Cain’s.]

2. Why did the heart of man become evil? [Man moved away from God.]

3. What were the instructions that God gave Noah regarding the Ark? [God told Noah
the type of wood to use and how to seal it. He told him what should be the length,
width, height, where the windows should be located, how many levels, who and
what to take with him into the ark.]

4. How many days did it rain and how many days did the Ark float? [It rained for 40
days. The Ark floated for 150 days.]

5. What does it mean when God said In Genesis 6:3 “yet his days shall be one hundred
and twenty years” mean? [This verse means that humanity has 120 years to repent
from their evil. That is a very long time.]

6. What was the message Noah preached? [He was preaching repentance.]

7. What became of Noah’s family? [It brought forth Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who
became the people of God in the Old Testament and most importantly brought forth
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10.

St. Mary, the bearer of God.]

How is Noah a symbol of Christ? [He was chosen to save humanity because of his
contrasting righteousness.]

What is learned about God from this story? [We learn the Justice of God, if we look a
bit deeper, we also find His patience, His mercy and His love.]

How does the Ark compare to the Church? [The Ark is a figure of the church that was
saved by the wood on which there hung the “Mediator between God and men,
himself man, Jesus Christ.”]
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BIBL102 - Divine Judgment

God of NT vs. God of OT

BIBLE BASICS

Why does the Old Testament seem so different then the New
Testament?

During the time of the Old Testament, humanity was at a relatively early stage of development, both
morally and spiritually. As humanity progressed and grew, God gradually adapted His laws to better
suit the evolving needs and understanding of His people. This adaptation is evident in passages such
as Matthew 5:38-39, where Jesus Christ teaches a higher standard of conduct than that prescribed in
the Old Testament: “You have heard that it was said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for tooth. But | tell
you not to resist an evil person but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.”
He instructs His followers not to retaliate with violence but rather to turn the other cheek when faced
with an affront. In other words The Old Testament is not written according to God’s standards. It is
written according to the human standards of the people at the time with the objective of bringing
them one step closer to God’s ultimate spiritual Law.

It is thus important to recognize that the Old Testament is not solely a reflection of God's unchanging
moral standards. Rather, it reflects the human standards of the people at that time, with the primary
objective of guiding them towards a deeper understanding of God's ultimate spiritual law. The Old
Testament served as a stepping stone, helping humanity to gradually ascend towards a more refined
and compassionate system of ethics and spirituality.

In the New Testament, God stooped down to humanity's level to bring about a greater good.
This act did not indicate a change in God's nature from the Old Testament to the New Testament.
Instead, it was humanity that changed after choosing to separate from God. Consequently, humanity
sank to a profound level of sin.

Throughout the Old Testament, as humanity progressed, God dealt with people differently
based on their specific state. This approach is evident in the verse from Malachi 3:6, which reads, "For |
am the Lord, | do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob." This verse
emphasizes God's unchanging nature and the preservation of humanity despite their sinful actions.

It is crucial to acknowledge that the history of humanity is replete with violence. This violence
is not unique to Christianity or Judaism but was prevalent among all human societies of that era.
Ancient civilizations often engaged in brutal warfare, practiced slavery, and tolerated societal
injustices. The Old Testament reflects the harsh realities of human history. It does not shy away from
depicting the violence and moral failings of humanity. However, it also presents God's unwavering
love, mercy, and desire for reconciliation with His people.
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In the New Testament, God took a significant step toward mending the broken relationship
between humanity and Himself. Through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God
offered humanity a way to experience forgiveness, restoration, and the promise of eternal life. Jesus
Christ came as the ultimate sacrifice, bearing the sins of humanity upon Himself. His death on the
cross and subsequent resurrection provided a path for individuals to be reconciled with God and
receive His grace and salvation. While the history of humanity may be marked by violence and sin, the
New Testament offers a message of hope, redemption, and the opportunity for a transformed life. It
invites individuals to embrace God's love, turn away from sin, and experience the fullness of life in
communion with Him.

Marcionism

Marcionism, a religious movement that originated in the 2nd century, was founded by Marcion of
Sinope, a heretic who challenged the authority of the Old Testament Scriptures for Christians. Marcion
held numerous unorthodox beliefs, but his primary contention was that the God portrayed in the Old
Testament differed from the God presented in the New Testament.

According to Marcion, the God of the Old Testament embodied wrath and punishment, whereas the
God of the New Testament represented love and mercy. “God of the OT is a god of wrath, whereas the
God of the NT is a god of love”, he said. He suggested that the Old Testament deity was a lesser,
imperfect being, distinct from the supreme God revealed through Jesus Christ in the New Testament.
Furthermore, Marcion argued that Jesus was not the fulfillment of Old Testament messianic
prophecies and that these prophecies were not applicable to him.

Marcion's followers, known as Marcionists, took his teachings a step further, depicting the wrathful
Hebrew God as a separate and inferior entity compared to the all-forgiving God of the New Testament.
Similar to Gnosticism, Marcionism portrayed the God of the Old Testament as a tyrant or "demiurge,"
responsible for creating the material world but lacking the benevolence and compassion attributed to
the God of the New Testament.

In response to Marcionism, the Christian scholar Tertullian wrote a five-book treatise entitled
"Adversus Marcionem" in 208. Tertullian sought to refute Marcion's heretical teachings by defending
the unity of the Old and New Testaments and by arguing that the wrath of God depicted in the Old
Testament was consistent with the love and mercy revealed in the New Testament. Tertullian's treatise
played a crucial role in countering the influence of Marcionism and preserving the integrity of Christian
doctrine.

Does God Change?

The Bible consistently portrays God as immutable, or unchanging, in His nature, character, and
purposes. This immutability is a fundamental aspect of God's sovereignty and perfection. Throughout
Scripture, we find numerous passages that affirm God's unchanging nature.

Consistency in His Character:
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God's character is eternally consistent. He is always faithful, loving, just, merciful, and holy.
Malachi 3:6 declares, "For | am the Lord, | do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons of
Jacob." This verse highlights that God's unchanging nature ensures His people's preservation and
protection.

Reliability of His Promises:

God's promises are unwavering and reliable because He is unchanging. James 1:17 affirms,
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of turning." This verse emphasizes that God's gifts and promises
are constant and trustworthy, free from any fickleness or inconsistency.

Sovereignty Over Creation:

God's sovereignty over creation is rooted in His immutability. Psalm 102:25-27 poetically
describes God's enduring existence and His role in creating and sustaining the universe. “Of old You
laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You
will endure; Yes, they will all grow old like a garment; Like a cloak You will change them, And they will
be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will have no end.” (Psalm 102:25-27) The passage
affirms that while creation may change and decay, God remains eternally the same, unchanging in His
majesty and power.

Constancy of His Nature:

Hebrews 13:8 proclaims, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever." This verse
underscores the unchanging nature of Jesus, who is the perfect embodiment of God's character.
Jesus' consistency in His actions, teachings, and ministry reflects the unchanging nature of God
Himself.

God in the OT vs. God in the New Testament

In the Old Testament, God's wrath against sin is a manifestation of his justice and holiness. He cannot
ignore or tolerate sin, as it goes against his perfect character and nature. This wrath is not arbitrary or
vengeful but rooted in his love for righteousness and his desire to protect and restore his creation.

The same God who pours out his wrath against sin in the Old Testament is the one who, in the New
Testament, offers grace and forgiveness through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus came to earth to reconcile
humanity with God, taking upon himself the punishment for sin so that those who believe in him can
be forgiven and granted eternal life.

This does not mean that God's wrath against sin has disappeared. Rather, it has been satisfied through
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. For those who reject Jesus and his offer of salvation, the consequences of
their sin remain. They will face God's eternal punishment, which is described as "everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power."

“which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; since it is a
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righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, and
to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who
do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be
glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because
our testimony among you was believed.” - 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

The apostle Paul emphasizes in 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 that God's righteous judgment will be
manifested when Jesus returns in glory. He will come to be glorified in his saints and admired among
all those who believe. However, those who do not know God and disobey the gospel of Jesus Christ
will face his vengeance in flaming fire.

On the other hand, the God who revealed himself to Moses as “merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin” (Exodus 34:6-7) is the same God who sent his Son to save the
world. This love is not merely sentimental but grounded in his unchanging character and unwavering
commitment to his creation.

As St. Augustine insightfully observed, "The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed; the Old
Testament is in the New Testament revealed." This statement underscores the continuity and
progression of God's redemptive plan throughout Scripture. In the Old Testament, we see glimpses of
God's grace and mercy, but it is in the New Testament that these attributes are fully revealed in the
person and work of Jesus Christ.

Ultimately, God's wrath against sin and his love for the world are not contradictory but complementary
aspects of his character. His justice demands that sin be punished, while his love provides a way for
sinners to be reconciled to him through faith in Jesus Christ.

Progressive Revelation

The concept of progressive revelation highlights the dynamic and unfolding nature of God's
self-disclosure to humanity. Throughout history, God has gradually revealed more of Himself, His
character, and His plan for the world. This process has been a journey of discovery through scripture
for believers, allowing them to gain a deeper understanding of God's nature, will, and ways.

Imagine a sunrise on a misty morning. As the darkness fades, the first faint rays of light break through
the fog, revealing glimpses of the surrounding landscape. As the sun continues to rise, more and more
of the scene becomes visible, and the details and colors become more distinct. In a similar manner,
progressive revelation has been like a gradual sunrise, illuminating our understanding of God over
time.

The truth was there all along, but perception was limited. So it is with God. Man’s understanding of
God progressed through the Old Testament and into the New. Progressive revelation can also be
understood in terms of humanity becoming more and more responsible to God for our actions. This
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process is akin to the development of a child's understanding of their parents. As the child matures,
their comprehension of their parent's expectations and values evolves.

In the Old Testament, God's interactions with humanity were characterized by a certain level of
permissiveness. Practices such as polygamy, while not ultimately God's ideal, were tolerated due to
the immaturity of the people. God recognized that humanity was still in its infancy, lacking the
capacity to fully grasp His will. However, as humanity progressed spiritually and intellectually, God's
expectations evolved. Just as a parent imposes higher standards on a maturing child, God began to
demand more of His people. This shift is evident in the New Testament, where practices once tolerated
are now seen as incompatible with God's will for His people.

This principle of progressive revelation can be observed on both a micro and macro level. Within the
Old Testament itself, those individuals who possessed a deeper understanding of God were held to a
higher standard of accountability. Figures like Abraham, Moses, and David were entrusted with greater
responsibilities and were expected to adhere to a more stringent moral code. On a broader scale,
God's dealings with the nation of Israel throughout history demonstrate this pattern. Despite their
frequent disobedience and unfaithfulness, God exhibited remarkable patience and longsuffering.
However, as the parable of the vineyard illustrates, a defining moment arrived when God sent His Son,
Jesus Christ, as the ultimate revelation of His love and grace.

Through the life, teachings, and sacrificial death of Jesus, humanity's understanding of God reached
its pinnacle. In Jesus, we encounter the perfect embodiment of God's character and the fullness of His
salvation. From that point forward, the standards set forth in the New Testament became the
benchmark for God's followers, reflecting a more profound understanding of His will and a deeper
commitment to His ways.

Christ speaks of Progressive Revelation

In the New Testament, Jesus Christ discussed the concept of progressive revelation. In one instance,
the Pharisees approached him with a question about divorce, seeking to test him. Jesus responded by
asking them about the commandment given by Moses. The Pharisees referred to the Mosaic law that
allowed a man to divorce his wife by issuing a certificate of divorce. Jesus acknowledged this law but
pointed out that it was a concession made due to the hardness of their hearts. He emphasized that
God's original intention was not for divorce and that it was a result of human failings.

The Pharisees came and asked Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
testing Him. And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command
you?” They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and
to dismiss her” And Jesus answered and said to them, “Because of the
hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. - Mark 10:2-5

Another example of progressive revelation is found in the story of the scribes and Pharisees who
requested a sign from Jesus. Initially, the scribes and Pharisees sought a miraculous display,
representing their desire for immediate confirmation of Jesus' claims. However, Jesus chose to reveal
his divine mission through his death and resurrection, signifying the ultimate act of redemption and
the fulfillment of God's plan. This revelation occurred over time, allowing people to understand the
significance of Jesus' sacrifice. He referred to the sign of the prophet Jonah, who was swallowed by a
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large fish and later emerged from its belly. He indicated that this future event would be the only sign
given to that generation.

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want
to see a sign from You.” But He answered and said to them, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah. - Matthew 12:38-39

Furthermore, in the book of Acts, the story of Ananias and Sapphira illustrates progressive
revelation. The couple, members of the early Christian community, sold a piece of property and
claimed to have contributed the full proceeds to the church. However, they secretly withheld some of
the money. The apostle Peter, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, confronted them, exposing their
deceit. This incident highlights the importance of honesty and transparency within the Christian
community and reinforces the message that God sees and knows all. The story of Ananias and
Sapphira contributed to the progressive understanding of Christian ethics and morality. It taught the
early believers that deception and dishonesty are not acceptable behaviors for followers of Christ, and
that God requires His followers to be genuine and transparent in their actions.

These instances of progressive revelation demonstrate how God gradually reveals his truth and
expectations to humanity. His teachings and actions adapt to the evolving needs and understanding of
his people, guiding them toward a deeper comprehension of his character and will.

How do | see the Loving God of the New Testament in the Old
Testament?

The Old Testament provides numerous examples that showcase the loving nature of God long before
the birth of Jesus Christ. These instances reveal that God's love is not limited to the New Testament; it
has always been a fundamental aspect of His character.

One such instance is the story of Jonah and the Ninevites. Despite their sinful ways, God chose to send
Jonah to offer them a chance to repent and turn away from their evil deeds. This act of mercy
demonstrates that God desires the salvation of all people, not just those who immediately embrace
His teachings. Even when Jonah expressed frustration at God's decision to show mercy to the
Ninevites, God gently reminded him of His loving and gracious nature (Jonah 4).

Another example of God's love can be found in His interaction with Cain after he had murdered his
brother Abel. Understandably, Cain feared retribution from others, but God showed him mercy by
protecting him and placing a mark on him, preventing others from harming him. This act of
compassion and grace illustrates God's desire to redeem and restore, even in the face of great sin.

Furthermore, in the destruction of certain nations, such as the Amorites, God's love is evident in His
patience and longsuffering. The Bible in Genesis 15 reveals that God endured their wickedness for four
hundred years, waiting for an opportunity for their repentance and salvation. However, when their sin
reached its peak, judgment had to be carried out. This incident underscores the balance between
God's love and His justice. While He is always willing to offer forgiveness, His mercy has its limits, and
sin cannot go unpunished. “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not
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theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years... But in the fourth generation
they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

The consistency of God's character throughout the Old and New Testaments is emphasized in Hebrews
13:8, which states, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever." This verse assures us that
God's love, mercy, and justice are unchanging attributes that permeate all of Scripture. As St.
Augustine once said, "The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed; the Old Testament is in
the New Testament revealed." This profound statement reminds us that the love of God, revealed fully
in the New Testament through the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, has always been present, even in
the pages of the Old Testament.

The loving God of the New Testament is not a new concept; His love has always been woven into the
fabric of Scripture. The Old Testament is replete with examples of God's mercy, grace, and
compassion, demonstrating that His love has been consistent throughout history. This understanding
deepens our appreciation for the multifaceted nature of God's character and assures us of His
unwavering love for all humanity.

E Review Questions

11. Who is the last Prophet of the Old Testament? Malachi

12. In how many years was the Old Testament written? 2,000 Years

13. True or false; God changed from the Old Testament to the New Testament. -False-

14, What did Marcion believe in? The God of the Old Testament is not the same God of
the New Testament

15. What is the concept of Progressive Revelation? God reveals Himself to manin a
progression manner just like the sunrise.
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1.3 Introduction to the New Testament

Introduction to the Gospels

BIBLE BASICS

Not so distinctly different

St. Augustine's profound statement, "The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed; the Old
Testament is in the New Testament revealed," captures the intricate relationship between these two
foundational texts of Christianity. The New Testament (NT) and the Old Testament (OT) are not
separate entities but are deeply interconnected, each shedding light on the other.

The New Testament (NT) contains approximately 250 direct quotes from the Old Testament (OT) and
over 1000 references to it. This illustrates the extent to which the NT authors drew upon and built upon
the religious, historical, and cultural foundations established in the OT. Without a comprehensive
understanding of the OT, it is challenging to grasp the full significance and depth of the NT.

One key example of this connection can be found in Jeremiah 31:31, where the prophet foretells the
coming of a "new covenant" between God and His people. “Behold, the days are coming, says the
Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.”
-Jeremiah 31:31 This prophecy finds its fulfillment in the NT, particularly in the teachings and ministry
of Jesus Christ. The "new covenant" represents a transformative relationship between God and
humanity, characterized by forgiveness, grace, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

The NT was written in Koine Greek, the common language of the Roman Empire at the time, from
approximately 45 to 95 AD. It comprises 27 books, including the four Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles,
the Epistles, and the Book of Revelation. Contrary to chronological order, the NT begins with the
Gospel According to St. Matthew due to its close alignment with the OT. St. Matthew's Gospel
establishes a clear connection between Jesus and the prophecies, promises, and narratives found in
the OT, emphasizing His lineage, fulfillment of prophecies, and role as the long-awaited Messiah.

Understanding the relationship between the OT and NT is crucial for comprehending the overarching
narrative of God's redemptive plan for humanity. The OT provides the historical, cultural, and spiritual
context for the events and teachings recorded in the NT. By reading the NT in light of the OT, Christians
gain a deeper appreciation for the continuity and progression of God's revelation throughout history.

Historical Background

The intertestamental period is a significant era in religious history, spanning approximately 400 years
between the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New Testament. During this period, no
prophecies were made, and significant changes occurred within the Jewish community. The Roman
Empire had conquered Israel by the time Christ was born, relegating the Jews to a lower social status
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with limited opportunities for social mobility. Several Jewish groups emerged during this time, each
with distinct beliefs and practices. A table summarizing these groups is provided below:

Group Beliefs and Practices

Pharisees Strict legalists focused on adhering to the law; known for their self-righteousness.

Sadducees  Upper-class Jews who did not believe in the resurrection, emphasizing doing good
without hope of reward or fear of punishment.

Herodians Political families who supported the Herod family and collaborated with the Roman
authorities.

Essenes Lived in the wilderness, emphasized purity and communal living; believed in the
coming of a Messiah; associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Scribes Professional class of experts, teachers, and lawyers who interpreted and applied the
Jewish law.

Zealots Armed Jewish rebels who fought against Roman rule and sought to restore Jewish
independence.

Sanhedrin Jewish Supreme Court composed of an odd number of Pharisees, Sadducees, and
priests; held authority over religious and civil matters.

Proselytes Gentiles who converted to Judaism and fully embraced Jewish beliefs and practices.

God-Fearers  Gentiles who partially practiced or respected some Jewish customs and beliefs but
did not fully convert to Judaism.

These groups held distinct beliefs, practices, and political orientations, shaping the religious and
political landscape of the time. Their collective influence ultimately laid the groundwork for the
emergence of Christianity.

Among the most significant groups were the Pharisees, known for their meticulous adherence to the
Torah and their emphasis on ritual purity. They developed a rich tradition of oral law and
interpretation, which would later become central to Rabbinic Judaism. The Sadducees, on the other
hand, were an aristocratic priestly class that held a more conservative interpretation of the Torah and
opposed many of the Pharisaic innovations.

The Essenes, a reclusive monastic order, sought purity and holiness through communal living, ritual
bathing, and strict dietary restrictions. They retreated to the desert wilderness, establishing
communities such as Qumran, where they produced the Dead Sea Scrolls, a collection of ancient
Jewish texts that shed light on their beliefs and practices.

Another influential group was the Zealots, a militant movement that yearned for political
independence from Roman rule. They engaged in armed resistance against the Roman Empire and
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played a pivotal role in the First Jewish-Roman War. Their actions reflected the deep-seated desire for
sovereignty and self-determination among many Jews during this period.

The Diaspora Jews, scattered throughout the Mediterranean and beyond, formed vibrant communities
that blended Jewish traditions with Hellenistic culture. They played a crucial role in spreading Jewish
ideas and practices throughout the ancient world, paving the way for the eventual spread of
Christianity.

The intertestamental period witnessed intense debates, theological discussions, and political tensions
among these diverse Jewish groups. Their interactions and conflicts shaped the Jewish religious and
cultural landscape, creating a fertile ground for the emergence of new ideas and movements,
including Christianity.

Why Only Four Gospels?

The term "gospel" originates from the Greek word "evangelion,” which means "good news." In
Christianity, the gospel refers to the message of salvation and the life of Jesus Christ. While there are
numerous accounts and writings about Jesus and his teachings, only four gospels are recognized as
canonical and included in the New Testament of the Bible.

The number four holds significant symbolism in various religious and cultural contexts. In the Bible,
particularly in the books of Ezekiel 10:1-22 and Revelation 4:6-9, four living creatures—a lion, an ox, an
eagle, and a human—are described as surrounding the throne of God. These creatures represent
different aspects of God's character and presence. Similarly, the four gospels are seen as presenting
distinct perspectives on the life and ministry of Jesus, offering a comprehensive understanding of his
message and teachings. There is thus actually only one gospel: the Gospel of Jesus Christ, written by
four different apostles, thus the correct way to refer to the gospel is “The Gospel According to St. ...”

The early Church Fathers, who played a crucial role in shaping Christian beliefs and practices,
recognized the authority and authenticity of only four gospels. Irenaeus (178 AD), a prominent
second-century theologian, emphasized that there is evidence to support the existence of no more or
less than four gospels: “Evidence to the existence of no more or less than four Gospels.” - Irenaeus (178
AD). Justin Martyr (150 AD), another influential Church Father, referred to the four gospels as the
"memoirs of the apostles,” underscoring their historical and eyewitness accounts of Jesus' life.

Origen (185-254 AD), a prolific scholar and theologian of the third century, acknowledged the existence
of other gospel accounts, such as the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Matthias. However, Origen
maintained that only four gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—were legitimate and
authoritative. He recognized the value of these other accounts for their insights into Jesus' teachings,
but he did not consider them to be on par with the four canonical gospels.

The canonization of the four gospels was a gradual process that took place over several centuries. The
early Church faced the challenge of discerning which writings accurately conveyed the true message of
Jesus and were consistent with apostolic teachings. Through careful examination, theological debates,
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Church arrived at the consensus that these four gospels were
inspired by God and provided a reliable and comprehensive account of Jesus' life, ministry, death, and
resurrection.
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Overview of Each Gospel

Matthew Mark Luke John
Date Written Aramaic 39-42 AD  60-61 AD 58-63 AD After 70 AD
Greek 60-67 AD
Place Written Judea-Palestine Rome Rome? Ephesus
Written for Jews Romans Greeks Whole world
(Messiah) (Power) (Philosophy) (Incarnation)
Opening Genealogy of Voice cryingin Offerings In the beginning
Christ the wilderness was the Word
Portrayal of King Miracle worker, Merciful, Incarnate Word
Christ Conquerer of sacrificial
Satan
Christ came to Fulfill the Law Perform miracles  Save humanity Dwell among us
Christ cared for  Prophecies Performing History Divinity
miracles
Symbol Man Lion Ox Eagle
The Synoptic Gospels

When a car accident occurs, the police try to collect statements from several different witnesses. This
is because, together, these witnesses can provide a more complete and accurate picture of what
happened. Similarly, the Gospels according to Saints Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called the Synoptic
Gospels because they provide a "seen together" view of Jesus' life on earth.

The Synoptic Gospels are similar in style and content. They all begin with an account of Jesus' birth
and early life, and they all end with his death and resurrection. They also share many of the same
stories, such as the Sermon on the Mount, the feeding of the five thousand, and the raising of Lazarus.

However, there are also some differences between the Synoptic Gospels. For example, Matthew's
Gospel includes a detailed account of Jesus' genealogy, while Mark's Gospel does not. Luke's Gospel,
on the other hand, includes several stories that are not found in Matthew or Mark, such as the story of
the birth of Jesus and the story of the prodigal son.

Despite these differences, the Synoptic Gospels are remarkably consistent in their overall message.
They all portray Jesus as the Son of God who came to earth to save humanity from sin. They also all
emphasize the importance of faith, repentance, and following Jesus' commands.
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The Synoptic Gospels are a valuable resource for understanding the life and teachings of Jesus. By
reading and comparing these three Gospels, we can gain a deeper understanding of who Jesus is and
what he came to do.

Here are some additional points about the Synoptic Gospels:

They were all written in the first century AD.

They were all written in Greek.

They were all intended to be read aloud to a community of believers.
They are the most widely read and studied books in the New Testament.

The Synoptic Gospels are a testament to the early church's faith in Jesus Christ. They are a source of
hope and inspiration for Christians around the world.

The Gospel According to St. Matthew

St. Matthew, whose original name was Levi, was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ. He referred
to himself as a tax collector, indicating his previous profession before becoming a follower of Jesus. St.
Matthew's gospel was primarily written for a Jewish audience and contains significant references to
the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies by Christ. The word "fulfilled" appears 82 times in his
gospel, highlighting Christ's role in bringing to completion the ancient prophecies.

St. Matthew aimed to correct the misconception that the Messiah would be an earthly king, as many
Jews anticipated. Instead, he focused on the heavenly kingdom and the spiritual nature of Christ's
reign. Chapters (5-8, 10, 13, 18, 23-25) are particularly notable for Christ's words and parables, which
emphasize the values and principles of the heavenly kingdom.

St. Matthew's gospel includes several unique events not mentioned in the other gospels. These include
the visit of the Magi and the massacre of infants at Bethlehem (2:1-18), the flight to Egypt and the
return to Nazareth (2:19-23), the miracle of the two blind men (20:30-34), and the miracle of the coin
found in the fish's mouth (17:24-27).

In addition, St. Matthew mentions six significant events that occurred during Passion Week. These
include the suicide of Judas Iscariot, the dream of Pilate's wife, the resurrection of saints after Christ's
crucifixion, the plot by the chief priests and Pharisees to steal Jesus' body, the watch at the sepulcher
by Roman soldiers, and the earthquake that accompanied Christ's resurrection.

St. Matthew's gospel is a valuable source of information about Christ's life and teachings, providing
unique insights into His ministry and the events surrounding His crucifixion and resurrection. It
emphasizes the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies and the spiritual nature of Christ's kingdom,
offering valuable guidance for Christians seeking to understand and follow the teachings of Jesus.

The Gospel According to St. Mark

St. Mark, also known as John Mark in Hebrew, stands as one of the 72 apostles. St. Mark's gospel is
distinct in its focus on events and miracles. Despite being the shortest of the four gospels, it offers a
vivid portrayal of Christ's emotions, capturing instances where Jesus sighed, had compassion, and
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experienced deep distress. This attention to Christ's inner life adds depth and humanity to the
narrative.

Written primarily for a Roman audience, St. Mark's gospel highlights Christ as a triumphant conqueror
over death and evil. He emphasizes Christ's power through miraculous acts, showcasing his authority
over nature, illness, and even death itself.

Among the unique events recorded exclusively in St. Mark's gospel are the parable of the seed in
chapter 4, the healing of the deaf-mute man in chapter 7, the restoration of sight to a blind man in
Bethsaida in chapter 8, the teaching on forgiveness as a prerequisite for receiving forgiveness in
chapter 11, and the intriguing account of the young man who fled naked in chapter 14. All statements
of Christ’s authority.

St. Mark's gospel serves as a compelling testament to Christ's unwavering power and compassion. It
invites readers to witness the profound impact of his ministry, as he confronts evil, heals the sick, and
offers hope to the marginalized. Through St. Mark's vivid portrayal of Christ's actions and emotions,
we gain a deeper understanding of his sacrificial love and unwavering commitment to redeeming
humanity.

The Gospel According to St. Luke

St. Luke, a distinguished physician and the sole Gentile among the gospel writers, authored the
longest gospel in the New Testament. His gospel is primarily intended for a Greek audience, and it
presents a unique portrayal of Jesus Christ as the Physician of Humanity. Unlike the other gospel
writers, St. Luke highlights Christ's role as a healer and savior for all people.

According to St. Luke, Christ embodies perfection and mercy. He emphasizes Christ's humanity,
emphasizing that Christ experienced every aspect of human life except sin. St. Luke's gospel conveys
the message that Christ came to redeem all people, irrespective of their social status, education, or
wealth. Through his love and compassion, Christ offers salvation to the educated and illiterate, the
philosopher and simple, the rich and poor.

Significantly, St. Luke's gospel does not focus on the Pharisees or the intricacies of Jewish law. Instead,
he prioritizes translating Hebrew words and concepts for his Greek readers. By doing so, he aims to
make the gospel accessible to a broader audience. Additionally, his gospel places emphasis on the
good deeds of Gentiles, such as the ten lepers, the Centurion, and the good Samaritan. These
narratives highlight the universality of God's love and grace, transcending cultural and religious
boundaries.

St. Luke's gospel is further distinguished by its inclusion of several significant events that are not
mentioned in the other gospels. These include the annunciation and birth of St. John the Baptist, as
well as the annunciation of Jesus to St. Mary and her visit to Elizabeth. Events portraying the coming
of the Lord as man. Furthermore, St. Luke narrates the appearance of angels to the shepherds in the
fields near Bethlehem. The angels announce the birth of Jesus, calling him the Savior and Christ the
Lord. This event emphasizes the significance of Jesus' birth not only for the chosen people of Israel but
also for all of humanity.
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Another unique event in St. Luke's gospel is the presentation of Jesus at the temple in Jerusalem.
According to Jewish tradition, every firstborn male child was to be presented to the Lord in the temple,
and St. Luke includes this event to show that Jesus fulfills the requirements of the law. St. Luke also
provides a glimpse into Jesus' early years, describing how he grew in wisdom and stature, gaining
favor with God and people. This account emphasizes Jesus' humanity and his natural development as
a child, subject to the same processes of growth and learning as any other human being.

In addition to these events, St. Luke mentions the miracles of raising the widow’s son, healing dropsy,
healing the ear of the servant, and catching fish; he also records several parables that are unique to his
gospel. These parables, such as the debtors, persistent neighbor, master's sudden return, barren fig
tree, lost coin, lost son, unjust steward, obedient servant, unjust judge, and pharisee and tax collector,
provide profound insights into Christ's teachings and the nature of God's kingdom; coming to seek the
lost.

St. Luke's gospel ends with several significant events, including the angel appearing to Jesus in the
garden, Jesus' journey to Herod, the presence of the thief on the right at the crucifixion, the road to
Emmaus, and the sending of the 70 disciples. These events underscore the sacrificial nature of Christ's
death and resurrection and His promise to send the Holy Spirit to restore, empower and guide His
followers.

The Gospel According to St. John

The Gospel of John, often hailed as the "Gospel of all Gospels" by St. Clement of Alexandria and "the
crown of all Gospels" by Origen, holds a unique and profound place within the New Testament. St.
John the Beloved, one of the 12 disciples, had the distinction of being the only one who did not suffer
a martyr's death. Instead, he lovingly cared for St. Mary, the mother of Jesus, and was later exiled to
the island of Patmos, where he penned the enigmatic Book of Revelation near the end of his life.

Aptly known as "The Spiritual Gospel," the Gospel According to St. John sets itself apart from the
Synoptic Gospels by not merely recounting the events of Jesus' life. Instead, it provides deeper
knowledge and understanding through philosophical explanations and theological insights. The
gospel begins with a majestic declaration of Jesus Christ's eternal existence, establishing his divinity
from the outset. The remainder of the gospel serves as an extension and elaboration of this core belief.

Unlike the Synoptic Gospels, St. John's Gospel omits significant events such as Jesus' birth, baptism,
temptation, selection of the 12 disciples, and most of his miracles. It also offers only a concise
depiction of the Passion Week. However, it compensates for this by incorporating unique and
captivating details not mentioned in the other gospels. Among these notable inclusions are the
Wedding at Cana, where Jesus transforms water into wine; the revelation that the woman with oil was
Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus; and the multitude's desire to crown Christ as king after he
miraculously feeds 5,000 people. The Wedding at Cana was Jesus' first public miracle, showcasing his
power to transform ordinary elements into something extraordinary. It symbolizes his ability to bring
joy and abundance to life. The multitude's desire to crown Christ as king after he miraculously feeds
5,000 people indicates the recognition of Jesus' authority and the people's desire for a leader who can
provide for their physical and spiritual needs. This event foreshadows Jesus' eventual triumphal entry
into Jerusalem, where he is hailed as the Messiah.
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It is noteworthy that the miracle of feeding the multitude is the only event explicitly mentioned in all
four gospels, highlighting its pivotal significance in the narrative of Jesus' life and ministry. The Gospel
According to St. John stands as a testament to the profound theological insights and spiritual depth
that can be found within the Christian tradition. It invites readers to embark on a journey of
contemplation, encouraging them to delve deeper into the mysteries of faith and the transformative
power of divine love.

E Review Questions

1. The Gospels According to Sts. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as what? (The
Synoptic Gospels)

2. What is the focus of the Gospel According to St. John? (Christ’s divinity)

3. What is the period between the Old and New Testaments called? (The
intertestamental period)

4. “The ____isinthe ____ concealed. The ____isinthe ____ revealed.” -St. Augustine
(New Testament, Old Testament, Old Testament, New Testament)

5. Why does St. Mark highlight Christ’s power? (It is written for the Romans who value
power and strength)

6. Why doesn’t St. Luke mention Jewish scripture like St. Matthew? (He was Greek and
writing to the Gentiles)

7. What does “Gospel” mean? (Good News)

8. Who were the Zealots? (armed Jews who attacked Romans)

9. What word does the Gospel According to St. Matthew mention 82 times? (Fulfilled)

10. Why is it incorrect to say St. Mark’s Gospel? (There is only one Gospel - the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Christ’s Gospel was written by four different authors).
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BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament

Saint Paul, his Life and Service

BIBLE BASICS

Who is St. Paul?

Saint Paul, born Saul of Tarsus, holds a prominent place in Christian history as an apostle who spread
the teachings of Jesus Christ throughout the Roman Empire. His journey from a persecutor of
Christians to a passionate advocate for the faith is a testament to the transformative power of divine
intervention. Born into the tribe of Benjamin in Tarsus, Cilicia (modern-day Turkey), St. Paul was a
Hebrew and an Israelite of the lineage of Abraham. He embraced the Pharisaic tradition, strictly
adhering to Jewish law and customs. Alongside his religious pursuits, St. Paul pursued practical skills,
becoming a tent-maker by trade (Acts 18:3) .

St. Paul's Roman citizenship, acquired by birth through his father's wealth, granted him privileges and
connections within the empire. His education in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, a renowned scholar in the
Sanhedrin and member of the Jewish high council, further enriched his knowledge of Jewish theology
and the Old Testament. Gamaliel had a place in the Temple, his disciples would all gather in a specific
area in the Temple to study and learn. St. Paul had studied and mastered Greek, which was the
language of the time, all the Philosophy and contemporary teachings of the time. St. Paul described
himself as a Hebrew, an Israelite of the seed of Abraham (2 Cor. 11:22)

In his early twenties, St. Paul witnessed the persecution of Christians by Jewish authorities. While the
exact location of St. Paul during Christ's crucifixion is unknown, he was aware of the Christian
movement and the identity of Jesus. St. Paul's zeal for the Jewish faith led him to join in the
persecution of Christians. He actively participated in public beatings and trials, even overseeing the
stoning of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr: “And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet
of a young man named Saul.” - Acts 7:58

However, a life-changing encounter on the road to Damascus transformed St. Paul's life. As he
journeyed to Damascus, seeking permission to apprehend Christians who had fled Jerusalem, a
blinding light enveloped him, and he heard the voice of Jesus, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me?" ... “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (Acts
9:4-5) Overwhelmed, St. Paul fell to the ground and asked Jesus what he should do. Instructed to enter
Damascus (Acts 9:5-6) , St. Paul was led by hand, blind, to the house of Ananias, a Christian leader.

Ananias, initially hesitant due to St. Paul's reputation as a persecutor, was reassured by Jesus that Paul
was chosen to bear His name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel: “Go, for he is a chosen
vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him
how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.” (Acts 9:15-16). With the laying on of hands, Paul
regained his sight, was baptized, and accepted the Christian faith. St. Paul's understanding of the Old
Testament prophecies and his knowledge of the Jewish faith made him receptive to Christianity. He
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recognized Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and embraced his teachings with unwavering devotion.
As a devout and religious Jew he was closer to Christianity than anybody else because he knew what
to look for, all their hope was waiting for the Messiah, he just needed a little push and he would easily
become a Christian. “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these
are they which testify of Me.” - John 5:39.

St. Paul’s Ministry

From Damascus, St. Paul began his ministry, focusing initially on preaching to the Jewish population.
However, his message and success in converting many Jews angered the Jewish leaders, who plotted
to kill him. St. Paul escaped to Jerusalem, where he was initially met with suspicion by the Christian
leaders due to his past actions. Barnabas, a fellow apostle, vouched for St. Paul, and he was accepted
into the Christian community. Yet, the Jewish authorities remained hostile, forcing St. Paul to flee
Jerusalem once again.

St. Paul spent the next three years in the Arabian desert, reflecting on his life and divine calling. During
this time, he contemplated the profound implications of the gospel message and prepared himself for
the significant work that lay ahead. Emerging from the desert, St. Paul returned to preaching, this time
in the Jewish regions. He landed in Antioch, the third most important city in the Roman Empire and
the capital of Syria. There, he preached and converted many people, leading to the growth and
strengthening of the church under his guidance.

At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the church in Antioch designated St. Paul and St. Barnabas for a
new mission to spread the gospel beyond Jewish communities (Acts 13:1-3) . This marked the
beginning of Paul's missionary journeys, which would take him across the Roman Empire, establishing
and nurturing Christian communities while facing numerous challenges and persecutions.

Throughout his journeys, Paul wrote letters to the churches he founded, providing guidance,
encouragement, and theological insights that continue to shape Christian beliefs and practices to this
day. His teachings on faith, grace, and the redemptive work of Jesus Christ have had a profound
impact on countless individuals and communities over the centuries.

St. Paul’s Missionary Trips

St. Paul then embarked on three significant missionary journeys that profoundly impacted the
spiritual landscape of Europe. These journeys were instrumental in establishing deep roots of
Christian spirituality across the continent and left an enduring legacy. The missionary endeavors
began in Antioch, a city near modern-day Turkey. Filled with divine purpose, he set out to spread the
message of Jesus Christ, traveling extensively throughout Europe. With each step, he encountered
both fervent believers and fierce opposition. Despite facing persecution, death threats, and
tribulations, St. Paul's unwavering faith and unwavering determination spurred him and his followers
forward.

During his journeys, St. Paul visited numerous cities, preaching in synagogues and marketplaces. His
sermons captivated audiences, igniting a spark of faith in the hearts of many. He established churches
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in various locations, ordaining priests and bishops to shepherd and guide the growing Christian
communities. In addition to his preaching and teaching, St. Paul also wrote letters to the churches he
had established during his trips to follow up on their progress and offer guidance and encouragement.
These letters, which later became known as the Pauline epistles, provide valuable insights into the
early Christian communities and the spiritual concerns of the time.

Each of St. Paul's missionary trips spanned three to four years, characterized by tireless travel, fervent
preaching, and unwavering dedication. He tirelessly traversed challenging terrain, facing perils and
hardships along the way. His passionate preaching, coupled with his profound understanding of the
Scriptures, resonated deeply with people from all walks of life. Through his efforts, countless
individuals embraced the teachings of Jesus Christ, transforming their lives and shaping the cultural
and spiritual fabric of Europe.

Upon completing his missionary journeys, St. Paul returned to Antioch, where he continued to
minister to the church and provide guidance to the communities he had established. His tireless
efforts left an indelible mark on Christianity, and his legacy continues to inspire and guide believers to
this day.

1st Missionary Trip (Acts 13:4 -14:26)

St. Paul, accompanied by Barnabas and John Mark, embarked on their first missionary journey, guided
by the Holy Spirit's call to service (Acts 13:2). This trip commenced in Seleucia, where they set sail for
Cyprus. Upon arrival in Salamis, they traversed the island until they reached Paphos. From there, they
sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John Mark decided to depart from the group (Acts 13:13).

Continuing their journey, Paul and Barnabas arrived in Antioch in Pisidia. Here, they began
preaching to the entire city, extending their message beyond the confines of the synagogue. This act of
inclusivity evoked envy among the Jews, who stirred up persecution against St. Paul and St. Barnabas.
Undeterred, the word of God spread throughout the entire region (Acts 13:44-49).

After Antioch, St. Paul and St. Barnabas traveled to Iconium. In this city, a significant division
arose between the new believers and the Jews. The animosity escalated to the point where the locals
plotted to stone St. Paul and St. Barnabas. Recognizing the imminent danger, they fled to Lystra and
Derbe, where they continued preaching (Acts 14:1-6).

In Lystra, Paul and Barnabas performed a miraculous healing of a paralyzed man. Initially, the
people of Lystra revered them as gods and prepared to offer sacrifices in their honor (Acts 14:8-13).
However, as the two disciples proclaimed the message of Jesus Christ, the crowd's sentiments shifted,
and they turned against them, stoning them. Undeterred, Sts. Paul and Barnabas proceeded to Derbe,
where they preached and made disciples (Acts 14:19-21). Afterward, they retraced their steps,
revisiting Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the faith of the disciples and ordaining priests
along the way. Their journey continued through Pisidia and Pamphylia before arriving in Attalia. From
there, they sailed back to Antioch, their home base (Acts 14:21-26). This entire area, known as Galatia,
was preached to and cared for by St. Paul. He eventually passed by on his following journeys as well as
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wrote a letter to the Galatians to correct false teachings about the Law and Christian freedom that had
spread after his departures.

During his time in Antioch, the Judaism movement gained momentum, prompting St. Paul and
St. Barnabas to travel to Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-2). Upon arrival, they reported all the remarkable things
that God had accomplished among the Gentiles (Acts 15:4). Recognizing the need to address the
concerns surrounding Judaism, the Jerusalem Council was convened under the leadership of St.
James, the Bishop of Jerusalem, around 50 AD (Acts 15:6-29).
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2nd Missionary Trip (Acts 15:40 - 18:22)

After the Jerusalem Council, St. Paul chose Silas as his companion for his second missionary
journey. Together, they set out to strengthen the churches in Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:40-41). They
visited Derbe and Lystra, where they met St. Timothy, a young man who would later become a disciple
of St. Paul. St. Paul circumcised St. Timothy to make him acceptable to the Jewish communities they
would encounter. From there, St. Paul and Silas intended to preach in Asia, but the Holy Spirit forbade
them. Instead, they were led by a vision to Macedonia (Acts 16:1-9). They sailed from Troas to
Samothrace, then to Neapolis, and finally to Philippi, a major city in Macedonia (Acts 16:11-12).

In Philippi, Paul and Silas encountered Lydia, a businesswoman who converted to Christianity along
with her household. Their ministry in Philippi faced challenges, including harassment from a
possessed servant girl. Paul's subsequent exorcism resulted in trouble with her masters, leading to the
arrest and imprisonment of Paul and Silas. While in prison, they sang hymns and praised God. In the
middle of the night, a great earthquake shook the prison, and all the doors were opened. The jailer,
thinking that all the prisoners had escaped, was about to kill himself when Paul called out to him,
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assuring him that everyone was still there. Impressed by this, the jailer and his household were
baptized (Acts 16:13-34). The next morning, the magistrates ordered St. Paul and Silas to be released,
but Paul refused, asserting his rights as a Roman citizen. The magistrates then came to apologize and
pleaded with them to leave the city (Acts 16:35-40). Despite these difficulties, St. Paul's teachings on
faith, love, and unity greatly influenced the Philippian church. His letters to the Philippians
emphasized their partnership in the gospel, urging them to remain steadfast in their faith, support one
another, and live in harmony as followers of Christ (Philippians 1:5, 2:1-4, 4:1-3). St. Paul's teachings
inspired the Philippians to become a vibrant and supportive Christian community.

Sts. Paul, Silas, and Timothy traveled on to Amphipolis and Apollonia, eventually reaching
Thessalonica. In Thessalonica, they preached in the synagogue, and many people, including some
Jews, believed in Jesus. However, their success aroused the jealousy of the unbelieving Jews, who
stirred up persecution against them. The believers sent St. Paul and Silas away to Berea. (Acts 17:1-10)
However, St. Paul maintained a strong relationship with the Thessalonians, writing them two letters,
known as the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, from Corinth. In these letters, St. Paul
expressed his love and concern for the Thessalonians, providing them with guidance and
encouragement in their faith. The Thessalonians' had unwavering faith and love for one another, and
thus he commending them for their steadfastness in the face of adversity. And encourages them to the
importance of living a holy and upright life, urging the Thessalonians to abstain from sexual
immorality, covetousness, and dishonesty. Similarly, St. Paul writes to them a second epistle which
dives deeper into theological matters, addressing concerns and questions raised by the Thessalonians.
He clarifies misconceptions about the end times, emphasizing that the Day of the Lord will not come
without certain events unfolding first. St. Paul also addresses the importance of remaining steadfast in
faith, regardless of the challenges and trials that may arise.

St. Paul then traveled to the city of Berea in ancient Greece (Acts 17:10-14). The Bereans were known
for their willingness to examine the scriptures and test the teachings of others against them. This is
evident in their response to Paul and Silas' preaching. When Paul and Silas came to Berea, they
preached in the synagogue and many people, both Jews and Greeks, responded positively to their
message. However, when news of their success reached the Jews in Thessalonica, they came to Berea
and stirred up the crowd against them. Paul was forced to leave Berea, but Silas and Timothy
remained behind. The Bereans' willingness to examine the scriptures and test the teachings of others
against them is a model for all believers. We should always be willing to test what we are taught
against the scriptures to make sure that it is true.

St. Paul traveled on to Athens, the center of Greek philosophy. He was deeply troubled by the
city's idolatry and preached boldly in the synagogue and the marketplace, proclaiming the gospel of
Jesus Christ. He was invited to speak at the Areopagus, the council that oversaw religious matters in
Athens. There, he delivered a powerful speech, arguing for the existence of one true God and the need
for repentance and faith in Jesus. (Acts 17:15-34)

From Athens, St. Paul went to Corinth, where he met Aquila and Priscilla, a Jewish couple who had
been expelled from Rome. They were tentmakers like Paul, and together, they worked and preached in
Corinth. On the Sabbath, Paul reasoned in the synagogue, persuading both Jews and Greeks to believe
in Jesus (Acts 18:1-4). He stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching and strengthening the
church. Eventually, St. Paul left Corinth and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Aquila and Priscilla (Acts
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18:11,18). St. Paul maintained his love and relationship with them and wrote two letters to the
Corinthians. In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul addressed various issues within the church,
including divisions, sexual immorality, and the proper use of spiritual gifts. He also provided guidance
on marriage, divorce, and the resurrection of the dead. In his second letter to the Corinthians, many
started questioning the apostleship of St. Paul . St. Paul wrote this letter defending his ministry and
apostleship against false accusations and criticisms. He also expressed his deep love and concern for
the Corinthian church and urged them to remain steadfast in their faith.

After sailing to Syria, they stopped at Ephesus and left Priscilla and Aquila there. St. Paul
continued on to Caesarea and then to Antioch, where he reported to the church about his missionary
journey. (Acts 18:1-22)

3rd M|S$|onary Trip (Acts 18:23 - 21: 16)
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Following his successful ministry in Corinth, St. Paul set out on his third missionary journey, departing
from Antioch and traveling through the region of Galatia and Phrygia (Acts 18:23). His primary
destination was Ephesus, a major city in the Roman province of Asia. Upon arriving in Ephesus, St. Paul
encountered a group of disciples who had been baptized by John the Baptist. Recognizing the
importance of receiving the Holy Spirit, St. Paul baptized them, and they experienced the outpouring
of the Spirit's gifts (Acts 19:1-7). The word of God spread rapidly among the believers in Ephesus, and
many people came to faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 19:10).

However, St. Paul's ministry in Ephesus was not without its challenges. A silversmith named
Demetrius, whose business was dependent on the production of idols, stirred up anger against St.
Paul. He incited a mob of craftsmen and artisans, leading to a riot in the city. St. Paul was forced to
leave Ephesus and continue his journey to Macedonia and Achaia (Acts 19:23-41). He maintained his
relationship with the Ephesians and wrote them a letter encouraging unity in the church and
explaining the nature of the Church.
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While in Macedonia, St. Paul received news of a plot against him by the Jews. He decided to
return to Asia, but instead of going directly to Ephesus, he went to Troas. It was in Troas that the
dramatic incident of Eutychus occurred. One evening, as St. Paul was preaching in an upper room, a
young man named Eutychus fell from the third story and died. St. Paul rushed to his side and prayed
for him, and miraculously, Eutychus was brought back to life. (Acts 20:1-12) After this event, St. Paul
resumed his travels and visited Assos, Mitylene, and Miletus. In Miletus, he summoned the elders of
the Ephesian church and gave them a farewell address, encouraging them to remain steadfast in their
faith and to shepherd the flock of God. (Acts 20:13-38)

From Miletus, St. Paul sailed to Ephesus and spent some time strengthening the believers. He
then continued his journey, visiting the islands of Cos and Rhodes and the cities of Patra and
Phoenician. Finally, he arrived in Tyre, where he greeted the brethren and stayed for a while before
proceeding to Caesarea and then to Jerusalem. (Acts 20:15-21) St. Paul's third mission trip covered a
vast area and spanned several years. Through his tireless efforts, the gospel of Jesus Christ was spread
to new regions, thousands of people were converted, and churches were established throughout the
Roman world. (Acts 20:22-38)

St. Paul Imprisonment: Acts 21:27 - 28:31

Shortly after arriving in Jerusalem at the conclusion of his third missionary trip, St. Paul found
himself embroiled in a tumultuous turn of events. As he ventured into the city, a mob of angry Jews,
stirred up by religious zealots, violently assaulted him. The situation quickly escalated, and St. Paul
was apprehended by the Roman commander, Claudius Lysias. Initially, the commander intended to
scourge St. Paul as a means of extracting information and quelling the public unrest. However, a
startling revelation emerged when St. Paul boldly declared his Roman citizenship. This declaration
held immense significance, as Roman law strictly prohibited the scourging of a Roman citizen without
a fair trial. (Acts 21:27-36)

Recognizing the gravity of the situation, the commander decided to transfer St. Paul to
Caesarea, the provincial capital, where he was to be held in custody and await trial. During his time in
Caesarea, St. Paul faced various legal proceedings and political maneuvering. He was initially put
under the authority of Governor Felix, who, despite being aware of St. Paul's innocence, kept him
imprisoned for two years in an attempt to curry favor with the Jewish leaders. (Acts 23:23-24:27)
However, a change in leadership occurred when Felix was succeeded by Governor Festus. Recognizing
the injustice of St. Paul's prolonged detention, Festus offered him the opportunity to present his case
before the Roman emperor, Caesar. Eager to seek justice and vindication, St. Paul eagerly embraced
this chance and appealed to Caesar's judgment. (Acts 25:1-12)

Thus, St. Paul embarked on a perilous journey to Rome, accompanied by a group of prisoners and
Roman soldiers. The voyage was far from smooth, encountering fierce storms, shipwrecks, and various
dangers along the way. Despite the challenges, St. Paul remained steadfast in his faith, providing
comfort and guidance to his fellow travelers. Upon reaching Rome, St. Paul was granted a form of
house arrest, allowing him to live under the guard of a single Roman soldier. During this time, St. Paul
continued his missionary work, preaching the gospel and converting many to Christianity. His
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influence spread throughout the city, reaching even members of the imperial household. (Acts
27:1-28:31)

After a period of relative freedom, St. Paul was re-imprisoned under tighter security. During this
second imprisonment, he authored several of his epistles, providing guidance and encouragement to
the early Christian communities. It is believed that St. Paul eventually visited Crete, Ephesus, and
Macedonia during the time between his two imprisonments.

His Epistles

St. Paul authored 14 epistles, which constitute a significant portion of the New Testament. These
letters, addressed to various churches and individuals, provide valuable insights into his theological
teachings, pastoral guidance, and personal experiences.

During his missionary journeys, St. Paul wrote several epistles. On his second missionary trip, he
penned two letters to the church in Thessalonica, known as the First and Second Epistles to the
Thessalonians. These letters focused on eschatological themes, such as the resurrection of the dead
and the return of Christ.

On his third missionary trip, St. Paul wrote a series of doctrinal epistles to address theological issues
and provide guidance to the churches. These epistles include the Epistle to the Galatians, the First and
Second Epistles to the Corinthians and the Epistle to the Romans. During his first imprisonment in
Rome, St. Paul also wrote several personal epistles. The Epistle to the Colossians and the Epistle to the
Ephesians as well as the Epistle to the Philippians and the Epistle to Philemon.

Between his first and second imprisonments, St. Paul wrote additional epistles. The Epistle to the
Hebrews, though its authorship is debated, addresses Jewish Christians and emphasizes the
superiority of Christ over the Old Covenant. The First Epistle to Timothy and the Epistle to Titus,
known as the Pastoral Epistles were also written.

During his second imprisonment in Rome, St. Paul wrote his final epistle, the Second Epistle to
Timothy. This letter reflects his unwavering faith and encourages Timothy to remain steadfast in the
face of persecution.

St. Paul's epistles, written in response to specific situations and concerns within the early church, have
had a profound impact on Christian theology and practice. They offer timeless wisdom and guidance
for believers of all generations. Below is an overview of all the epistles:

Epistle Theme Relationship Objective Issues Addressed

Romans Righteousness by | Paul had not vyet | To explain salvation | Tension between
faith, the gospel of | visited Rome; he | through the gospel | Jewish and Gentile

Christ planned to visit and unify believers Christians;
misunderstanding  of

the gospel
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1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus

Christian
church unity

conduct,

Defense of
apostleship, comfort
in suffering

Justification by faith,
freedom from the Law

The Church as the
body of Christ, unity in
Christ

Joy in Christ, humility,
and service

Supremacy of Christ,
combating heresy

Encouragement, the
second coming of
Christ

Clarification on the

second coming,
perseverance

Church order,
leadership

qualifications

Endurance in ministry,
faithfulness to the
gospel

Church
sound doctrine

leadership,

founded  the
churchin Corinth

Paul

Follow-up to the first
letter, after painful visit

founded  the
churches in Galatia

Paul

Paul had a close
relationship with the
churchin Ephesus

Paul had a deep
affection  for  the
church in Philippi

Paul had not visited

Colossae  but was
connected  through
others

Paul founded the

church in
Thessalonica

Follow-up to the first

letter
Paul mentored
Timothy, who was

leading the church in
Ephesus

Paul’s final letter to

Timothy during
imprisonment

Paul left Titus in Crete
to organize the church
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To address divisions,
immorality, and
questions

Christian living

about

To defend his
apostleship and
encourage the church

To correct  false
teachings about the
and  Christian

freedom

Law

To encourage unity in
the  church  and
explain the nature of
the Church

To encourage joy,
humility, and
perseverance despite
suffering

To combat heretical
teachings and affirm
Christ's supremacy

To encourage
faithfulness and clarify
teachings on Christ's
return

To correct
misunderstandings
about  the
coming

second

Toinstruct Timothy on
leading the church
and dealing with false
teachings

To encourage Timothy
to remain faithful in
the face of
persecution

To instruct Titus on

appointing  leaders

Divisions, sexual
immorality,  lawsuits
among believers,
confusion over
spiritual gifts

False apostles
questioning Paul's
authority,

reconciliation issues

False teachings about
the  necessity  of
circumcision and the
Law

Possible loss of first
love, spiritual warfare,
divisions

Disunity, external
persecution, and

internal challenges

False teachings,
syncretism, and
misunderstanding  of

Christ's nature

Confusion about the

second coming,
persecution, moral
concerns

Misconceptions about
the Day of the Lord,
idleness, and disorder

False doctrines,
leadership challenges,
moral conduct in the

church

Persecution, potential

for false teachings,
Paul's imminent
martyrdom

Disorder in the church,
false teachings, moral



Philemon

Hebrews

Forgiveness, Christian
brotherhood

Christ as the ultimate
high priest, faith

E Review Questions

o
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Paul wrote to
regarding
his runaway slave,
Onesimus

Philemon

The  audience is
Jewish Christians;
Paul's authorship is

debated

10. What was St. Paul trait? Tentmaker
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and teaching sound
doctrine

To encourage
Philemon to forgive
Onesimus and receive
him as a brother

To encourage Jewish
Christians to remain
faithful to Christ

What was St. Paul’s name before he converted? Saul
How did he learn the Jewish Law? At Gamalie, the famous Jewish teacher

Why was St. Paul going to Demascus when Jesus appeared to him? To grab the
christian who escaped persecution in Jerusalem.

How many Epistles did St. Paul write? 14
Who accompanied St. Paul on his 1st missionary trip? St. Barnabas & St. Mark
When did St. Mark depart them? After they arrived at Perga in Pamphylia
Who accompanied St. Paul on his second missionary trip? St. Silas
When did St. Timothy join them? On the second missionary trip at Lystra
Whom did St. Paul meet at Corinth? Aquila and Priscilla

issues

The issue of slavery
and Christian
brotherhood

Temptation to return
to Judaism,
persecution, wavering
faith



BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament
Service in the Epistle of St. James

BIBLE BASICS

Who is St. James?

The New Testament refers to three figures named James, and careful distinction is necessary to
understand the authorship and authority of the Epistle attributed to him.

First, James, son of Zebedee, also referred to as St. James the Greater. He was one of the Twelve
Apostles and the brother of St. John the Evangelist. Together they were called by Christ while mending
their nets with their father, Zebedee, responding immediately to the Lord’s invitation to become
“fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18-22), marking the beginning of their discipleship. St. James's
unwavering commitment to Christ led to his martyrdom under Herod Agrippa I, making him the first
apostle to lay down his life for the Gospel (Acts 12:2).

Second is James, son of Alphaeus. He is also recognized as one of the twelve apostles. He is
traditionally known as St. James the Lesser, a designation that refers to distinction, not dignity. Likely
indicating age or stature rather than importance. While the Gospels don't provide extensive details
about his life and ministry, his inclusion underscores his significance in the early Christian movement.

The third figure is James the Just, commonly called James the brother of the Lord. Before the
Resurrection, he did not openly believe in Christ’s mission (John 7:1-5). However, after the
Resurrection, when Christ appeared to him personally (1 Corinthians 15:7), James underwent a
transformation. He emerged as a pillar of the Church in Jerusalem and played a decisive role in
guiding the early Christian community (Acts 1:13-14; Acts 15).

Within Orthodox tradition, supported by patristic testimony, James the brother of the Lord, is
identified with James the son of Alphaeus, also called “the Lesser.” St. Jerome relates that in Mark
15:40, it is written, “Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses.” “The Less” means comparing
between two persons, so there is no third James.

In this understanding, the term brother reflects close familial relation, most commonly understood as
cousin, rather than biological sibling, in keeping with the Church’s teaching on the perpetual virginity
of St. Mary.

His newfound faith propelled him into a position of leadership within the early church in Jerusalem.
He is traditionally believed to be the author of the Epistle of James, a New Testament letter that
emphasizes practical Christian living. St. James addresses how faith in Christ is lived concretely within
the Church—through obedience, humility, mercy, self-control, and endurance.
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St. James’ impact and legacy

St. James, the Brother of the Lord and First Bishop of Jerusalem

St. James, often referred to as "James the Just" or "James the Righteous," was chosen to lead the
Church in Jerusalem, becoming its first bishop. He was called James the Righteous because he loved
worship. His commitment to prayer and worship was renowned; it was said that his knees were
calloused like a camel's from his constant kneeling in prayer, setting stage for the Book of James, a
practical book teaching to approach God justly.

In approximately 52 A.D., St. James presided over the Council of Jerusalem, the first apostolic council
of the Christian Church. This council was convened to address the question of whether Gentile
converts to Christianity needed to adhere to Jewish law, including circumcision. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, St. James formed a resolution that affirmed salvation through Christ while freeing Gentile
believers from the burden of Jewish ritual law. The council's decision, as recorded in Acts 15, was
crucial in shaping the future of Christianity and its expansion beyond its Jewish roots.

St. James’ authority within the early Church was widely recognized. Paul the Apostle refers to him as a
“pillar” of the Church, alongside Peter and John (Galatians 2:9), affirming his central role in shaping
Christian life and order. As bishop, St. James embodied the unity of faith and practice: steadfast
doctrine rooted in prayer, expressed through righteous living.

Martyrdom and Legacy

St. Jerome mentioned that the Jews greatly feared him and hastened to touch his clothes. One time,
they brought him to the top of the temple to witness against Christ, so he told them, “Christ now is
sitting in the highest at the right hand of the Father, and He will judge the people.” When they heard
him, some screamed, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The scribes and Pharisees attacked him while
saying, “The righteous has strayed.” Then they threw him from the top to bottom. After falling, he knelt
on his knees asking for forgiveness for them, but they hastened and stoned him. Then a man came and
struck him with a hammer on his head. Instantly, he was martyred around the year 62 A.D., and was
buried at the place of his martyrdom close to the Temple.

St. Jerome, Church Father and historian, wrote that James was deeply respected, even feared, by the
Jewish community in Jerusalem. His unwavering faith and commitment to Christ made him a target
for those who opposed Christianity. St. James was eventually brought before the Jewish authorities
and pressured to denounce Christ. Instead, he boldly proclaimed Jesus's divinity and ascension to the
right hand of God: “Christ now is sitting in the highest at the right hand of the Father, and He will judge
the people.” When they heard him, some screamed, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” The scribes and
Pharisees attacked him while saying, “The righteous has strayed.” Then they threw him from the top to
bottom. After falling, he knelt on his knees asking for forgiveness for them. In their fury, they stoned
him and finally struck a fatal blow to his head with a hammer. St. James was martyred around 62 A.D.
and was buried near the Temple, close to the place of his martyrdom. His death marked a significant
loss for the early Church.

A Catholic Epistle, Written for all
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The Epistle of Saint James, along with the first and second epistles of Saint Peter, the three epistles of
Saint John, and the epistle of Saint Jude, are collectively known as the Catholic Epistles. This
designation come from their broad and general nature, as they were not addressed to a specific
church, city, or individual. Instead, they were intended for a broader audience, encompassing the
entire Christian community.

The Epistle of Saint James was written to the twelve tribes of Israel who were dispersed throughout
the Roman Empire. These Jewish Christians, known as the Diaspora, faced unique challenges and
tribulations due to their dual religious and cultural identities. The epistle sought to encourage and
strengthen their faith amidst these hardships.

Saint James's central message was that Christians should remain steadfast in their practical faith. He
emphasized the importance of living out one's faith through righteous actions and deeds. According to
Saint James, true faith is not mere intellectual assent or verbal profession, but rather a dynamic force
that manifests itself in a life of virtue and charity.

The epistle also addresses the concept of living faith and its correlation with deeds. Saint James
argues that faith without works is dead. He exhorts Christians to demonstrate their faith through their
actions, such as caring for the poor, visiting the sick, and showing hospitality to strangers.

He warns against certain sins, particularly pride, envy, and boasting. Saint James emphasizes the
destructive nature of these sins and encourages Christians to cultivate humility, contentment, and
gratitude. He also highlights the importance of controlling one's tongue, as words have the power to
uplift or wound.

The Division of the Epistle

While the Book of St. James can be broken down and studied chapter by chapter, we will breakdown
the book and extract the teachings that are most applicable to service. The general purpose of the
book is to encourage Christians to endure tribulations with wisdom and be steadfast in the faith with
good works. He, additionally warns of the dangers of some sins.

Faith and Temptations (Chapter 1)

Faith and Works (Chapter 2)

Faith and the Tongue (Chapter 3)

Faith and inner peace (Chapter 4)

Faith in all circumstances (Chapter 5)

ok Wb

Chapter 1: Faith and Temptations | The Wise Servant
Temptations can be categorized into two main types: external and internal.

e External temptations: Comes from the external world and can include enticements
from other people, alluring situations, or the appeal of material possessions.

e Internal temptation: Originates from within ourselves and can stem from our own
desires, thoughts, and emotions.
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Facing trials and temptations requires an approach that involves both spiritual and practical
strategies. St. James teaches his readers that to be complete, lacking nothing, one must ask God for
heavenly wisdom.

“But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith,
with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by
the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord”
(James 1:4-7)

Perfection, completeness, is rooted in wisdom from, which in turn is rooted in humility. St. James
elaborates on this in Chapter 3:13-18 comparing this heavenly wisdom against earthly wisdom:

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his
works are done in the meekness of wisdom, But if you have bitter envy and
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does
not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and
self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness
is sown in peace by those who make peace.”

True wisdom, according to St. James, manifests itself in "good conduct" and deeds performed with a
spirit of meekness and humility. True wisdom is then contrasted with a false, worldly wisdom driven by
"bitter envy" and "self-seeking." Those who possess this kind of wisdom, the passage warns, are prone
to boasting, dishonesty, and a denial of truth. This type of wisdom is described as "earthly, sensual,
demonic" - it does not originate from a divine source, but rather from a place of baser human instincts.

The consequences of this worldly wisdom are "confusion and every evil thing." Envy and self-seeking
breed chaos and negativity. In stark contrast, the wisdom that comes from above is characterized by
purity, peacefulness, gentleness, and a willingness to yield. It is full of mercy and good fruits, impartial
and sincere.

St. Paul's visit to Athens provides a compelling example of wisdom in action. He didn't simply
condemn the Athenians for their idolatry; he observed their culture, found common ground (the
"unknown god" altar), and tailored his message accordingly. “Then Paul stood in the midst of the
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, | perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as | was
passing through and considering the objects of your worship, | even found an altar with this inscription:
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you.”
(Acts 17:22-23) This approach allowed him to engage the Athenian intellectuals respectfully, peacefully
and thoughtfully, opening doors for the Gospel.

Our service often goes beyond preaching or teaching. Visiting someone in need, offering practical help,
or simply being present requires wisdom. Discerning the right words, actions, and timing can make all
the difference in effectively ministering to others. Whether interacting with fellow servants, reaching
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out to the lost, or building relationships within the community, wisdom is essential. It helps us
navigate conflicts, understand different personalities, and respond with love and grace in every

situation.

Key Aspect of
Wisdom in
Service

Discernment

Empathy

Humility

Flexibility

Patience

Courage

Description

Understanding the needs of
others and the appropriate
response.

Connecting with people on an
emotional level and showing
genuine care.

Recognizing our limitations and
relying on God's guidance.

Adapting our
different situations
individuals.

approach to
and

Trusting God's timing and not
forcing outcomes.

Speaking the truth in love, even
when it's difficult.

Supporting Biblical Verse

“For the Lord gives wisdom;
From His mouth come
understanding”- Proverbs 2:6

knowledge and

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with
those who weep.” - Romans 12:15

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean
not on your own understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him,

And He shall [a]direct your paths.“ - Proverbs
3:5-6

“For though | am free from all men, | have made
myself a servant to all, that | might win the more”
- 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

“To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under heaven:” -
Ecclesiastes 3:1

“ but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in
all things into Him who is the head—Christ—" -
Ephesians 4:15

By seeking wisdom and applying it in our service, we can become more effective instruments of God's
love and grace, impacting lives and advancing His Kingdom.

Chapter 2: Faith and Works | The Doer Servant & Partiality
The Doer Servant

In James 1:22-25, St. James focuses on the importance of being a doer of God's word and not just a
hearer. He warns against the self-deception that comes from merely hearing the word without putting
it into practice: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into
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the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this
one will be blessed in what he does.”

The Bible serves as our mirror, reflecting our true selves. When we read and study it, we see our
strengths and weaknesses, our virtues and vices. This self-examination should not lead to despair but
to repentance and change. Just as we use a physical mirror to adjust our appearance, we use the Bible
to adjust our lives to align with God's will.

In the following chapter, St. James elaborates on the natural state of such works that come from true
faith. True faith, the kind that saves, is not merely intellectual assent or emotional sentiment. It is a
complete faith that encompasses both trust in God and a life lived in obedience to His commands. This
means that genuine faith will inevitably produce good works. As Jesus said, "You will know them by
their fruits" (Matthew 7:16).This is not to say that we are saved by our works, but rather that works are
the evidence of true faith. Just as a tree is known by its fruit, so a Christian is known by their actions.

Even demons believe in God, but their belief does not lead to salvation. They know that God exists, but
they do not love Him or obey Him. Their faith is dead, because it is not accompanied by works. They
tremble before God, not out of reverence but out of fear. Those who look into the perfect law of liberty
and continue in it, who are not forgetful hearers but doers of the work, will be blessed in what they do.
They will experience the joy of obedience, the peace of God's presence, and the fulfillment of His
promises. Their lives will be a testimony to the power of the Gospel, and they will be a blessing to
those around them.

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but
you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?
17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will
say, “You have faith, and | have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and |
will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well.
Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man,
that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working
together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is
justified by works, and not by faith only.

Accordingly, a servant is not just a teacher, he (or she) is a helper, guide and teacher. The helper role
directly relates to the actions of a "doer" servant. A helper actively assists and supports others,
prioritizing their needs above their own comfort. Similarly, the guider role can also be connected to
the doer servant concept. While guiding involves offering advice and direction, it can also include
actively helping individuals navigate challenges and make informed decisions. The teacher role, while
not solely focused on doing, can also involve active participation in helping others learn and grow. The
teacher, by living faith, becomes an example of the word preached. While there are works done in
research and study going into preparation, the elements of a true teacher is evident in the true faith of
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the teacher’s day to the day life. And while the helping, guiding and teaching in and of themselves are
not the works of faith, they are the results of true faith.

We need to always measure our deed, and words according to what the Lord is teaching us in the
prefect law of liberty. This perfect law of liberty, rooted in love and grace, calls us to live not according
to our own desires or the dictates of the world, but in accordance with the truth and wisdom of God.

One powerful example of Christ's servant leadership is found in his encounter with the Samaritan
woman at the well. Despite the cultural and social barriers that separated them, Jesus took the time to
engage with her, offering her the living water of salvation. This act of kindness and compassion not
only transformed the Samaritan woman's life but also challenged the prejudices and assumptions of
those around him. Similarly, St. Paul dedicated his life to spreading the Gospel, traveling extensively
and enduring hardship and persecution for the sake of those he served. His example of unwavering
commitment and self-sacrifice serves as a powerful reminder that the Christian life is not about
seeking our own comfort or success, but about following in the footsteps of Christ, who came not to be
served but to serve.

In light of these examples, we are called to examine our own lives and motivations, asking ourselves
whether we are truly living as servants of Christ. Are we willing to go the extra mile, to put the needs of
others before our own, to sacrifice our own comfort and convenience for the sake of the Gospel? These
are not easy questions, but they are essential if we are to live in accordance with the perfect law of
liberty and fulfill our calling as followers of Christ.

Partiality in Service

The apostle then introduces the concept of the "law of liberty," which he describes as the second
greatest commandment of Christ. This law calls upon believers to love their neighbors as themselves.
James highlights that showing partiality is a transgression of this law and is incompatible with
upholding "the whole law."

One of the most damaging sins in service is the sin of partiality. St. James speaks on the subject clearly
at the start of Chapter 2. In this passage, James addresses the issue of partiality within the Christian
church. He cautions against showing favoritism based on outward appearances, particularly wealth
and social status. He illustrates the sin of partiality with a hypothetical scenario: If a wealthy,
well-dressed individual and a poor, poorly clothed person enter a gathering, and the well-dressed
person is given preferential treatment, this demonstrates partiality and a judgment based on evil
thoughts.

God often chooses the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of His kingdom. Showing
partiality towards the rich and dishonoring the poor not only disregards God's chosen people but also
aligns oneself with those who oppress and blaspheme God's name. The true fulfillment of the law lies
in loving one's neighbor as oneself. Showing partiality contradicts this royal law and results in sin and
transgression.

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with
partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in
fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you
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pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a
good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my
footstool,” have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those
who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress
you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that noble name by
which you are called. If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; but if you show partiality,
you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressor.

It is of highest importance that servants beware of personal favoritism. Partiality is a sin. St. Paul
likewise says in Romans 2:1: “For there is no partiality with God”. Similarly in Acts 10:34: “Then Peter
opened his mouth and said: “I perceive that God shows no partiality”. Servants shouldn’t show
favoritism based on appearance, relationship, expected gains, spirituality or evident sins! Who doesn’t
desire to be loved? If the church which teaches unity and love, omits certain children due to different
circumstances, what does this ‘work’ and ‘fruit’ teach them?

Chapter 3: Faith and the Tongue
The Tongue and the Teacher

James 3:1-12 warns that teachers will be judged more strictly than others. A position of leadership or
influence carries greater responsibility, and what we say reveals who we are. Only through the work of
the Holy Spirit can the tongue be brought under control. Is it fair to have stricter judgment for
teachers? Certainly, it is fair to have stricter judgment for teachers because they can cause more
damage and are expected to know more. Christ said during the Sermon on the Mount, "By the same
measure it will be measured to you." We establish rules and ask people to follow them, and as
teachers, we should be held to the same standard. Additionally, Luke 12:48 states, "For everyone to
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him
they will ask the more."

The tongue has the power to direct, destroy, and delight. Proverbs 18:6-8 speaks of the destructive
power of a fool's speech, comparing it to a snare that leads to destruction. ““A fool’s lips enter into
contention, And his mouth calls for blows. A fool’s mouth is his destruction, And his lips are the snare
of his soul. The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, And they go down into the inmost body”As
mentioned in verses 3-4, like a bit in a horse's mouth or a rudder on a ship, the tongue needs the
control of a strong hand—the hand of God—to direct it properly. The tongue also has the power to
destroy through anger, rumors, and lies, which can spread and cause harm to both ourselves and
others.

Similarly, in Colossians 4:6, St. Paul reminds us to “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned
with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” Conversely, the tongue can also
delight and nourish like a fountain or a fig tree, offering blessings to those we serve.

Psalm 141:3-4 and James 1:19 emphasize the importance of guarding our speech and being slow to
speak and slow to wrath. The wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. Proverbs 10:11
and 18:4 highlight the contrast between the words of the righteous and the wicked, stating that the
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mouth of the righteous is a well of life and a source of wisdom, while violence covers the mouth of the
wicked. Proverbs 10:11 “The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, But violence covers the mouth of
the wicked.” Proverbs 18:4 “The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; The wellspring of wisdom is
a flowing brook.”

Everyone will give an account for every idle word we speak on the day of judgment. Our words should
be well tamed both inside and outside the classroom. and by our words, we will be justified or
condemned: “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil
man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. ** But | say to you that for every idle word men may
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. * For by your words you will be justified, and
by your words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:35-37) Working on preserving the tongue, even
while outside the classroom, indirectly works at the heart of the servant. The heart of the servant,
bonded to God, is the fruit of service desired.

Chapter 4: Faith and Inner Peace | The Patient Servant

In the hustle and bustle of modern life, the pursuit of inner peace often feels elusive. We live in a world
where external noise, inner conflict, and the pressures of daily living can easily stir up restlessness in
our hearts. Yet, the Scriptures, particularly James Chapter 4, offer timeless wisdom on how we can
cultivate both inner peace and patience in service to others. As servants, individuals who are seeking
to serve God and others, these qualities are essential for maintaining a healthy, harmonious, and
effective service.

St. James writes to believers who were struggling with conflict, worldly desires, and a lack of peace.
His words remind us that peace is not something we can create by our own effort alone; it is a fruit of
humility, submission to God, and selfless service. He opens Chapter 4 with a stark observation about
the source of conflict: "Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your
desires for pleasure that war in your members? " (James 4:1, NKJV).

For servants, this verse reveals an essential truth: our internal struggles often give birth to external
conflict. The desires that battle within us - pride, selfish ambition, envy, and greed - can disrupt our
peace and hinder our ability to serve with patience and humility. These internal battles are the result
of our human nature, which pulls us toward self-centered living rather than selfless service. It may
express itself in the service as a resistance towards other servants, a desire to lead, a desire to decide,
a desire to object out of selfish ambition mistaken as ‘zeal’. The antidote to internal conflict is found in
James' call for humility and submission. He writes: “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” (James 4:7-8, NKJV).

Humility is the foundation of inner peace. When we submit ourselves to God, we acknowledge that He
is in control and that His ways are higher than ours. This submission doesn’t mean passivity or
resignation; rather, it’s an active surrender of our will to His. It involves choosing God’s will over our
own desires, which often leads to inner peace. Submission to God also requires resisting the devil, who
stirs up desires that lead to conflict. The devil tempts us with pride, selfish ambition, and other vices
that can disturb our peace. But when we resist these temptations and draw near to God, He promises
to draw near to us, offering us the peace that surpasses understanding.
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St. James also addresses the tendency to plan without considering God’s will. He writes:“Come now,
you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell,
and make a profit”; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even
a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” (James 4:13-14, NKJV). As servants, our
peace is often disrupted when we try to control the future or live with a sense of entitlement. Planning
with humility involves acknowledging that we don’t know what the future holds and submitting our
plans to God’s will. We may set goals, but we trust God with the outcomes, knowing that He is
sovereign.

Patience is another hallmark of inner peace in service. St. James calls believers to wait on the Lord, to
trust in His timing, and to persevere through difficulties. He writes: “Therefore be patient, brethren,
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” (James 5:7, NKJV). Servants are often called to
long-term service, where the fruits of their labor may not be immediately visible. This requires
patience and trust in God’s timing. We may not always see immediate results, but we are called to
remain faithful, trusting that God is working in ways we cannot always perceive.

Chapter 5: Faith in all circumstances| Serving the Lost Sheep

In the closing chapter of the epistle, we find a powerful call to action for spiritual servants: the pursuit
of the lost. This mission is both urgent and deeply rooted in the compassion of Christ. St. James ends
his letter with a plea for believers to turn their attention to those who have wandered from the truth,
encouraging them to bring them back to the fold, instead of focusing on worldly riches and worldly
matters. James 5:19-20 serves as the foundation for our calling to “seek the lost sheep.” We can
examine how the act of seeking, restoring, and saving the lost connects to the heart of God, the
mission of the Church, and the role of the patient servant in the process of reconciliation.

St. James writes in the final verses of his letter: “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth,
and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save
a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20, NKJV). This is a direct call to action for
believers to reach out to those who have strayed from the faith. The image of the "lost sheep" is deeply
rooted in Scripture, from the parables of Jesus to the prophetic words of Ezekiel. God’s heart is for the
lost, and His desire is that none should perish. Spiritual servants are invited into this mission: an act of
love, mercy, and grace.

In the context of St. James' letter, the "lost" could refer to believers who have turned away from the
truth, fallen into sin, or become distracted by the cares of the world. This challenges us to recognize
that the mission of restoration is not just the work of a few; it is the calling of the entire Church, the
body of Christ.

James 5:19-20 calls not only for prayer for the lost but for active involvement in bringing them back.
It’s not enough to acknowledge someone’s spiritual wanderings from afar; spiritual servants are called
to take action. The act of "bringing back" someone who has wandered is a proactive, intentional
pursuit. It may involve reaching out, listening with empathy, offering biblical counsel, or simply being
present in their time of need. This calling is not just for priests or church leaders, but for all believers
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who have the heart of a servant. It requires courage, humility, and a deep sense of responsibility for
the spiritual well-being of others.

St. Paul echoes this sentiment when he writes in Galatians 6:1: “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you
also be tempted.” (NKJV). As servants, we are invited to participate in the gentle restoration of those
who have fallen away, always mindful of our own need for grace.

When we actively participate in restoring someone to the truth, we are doing far more than offering
advice or comfort. We are playing a role in the salvation of their soul. The imagery of "saving from
death" speaks not just to physical death but to eternal separation from God. The urgency of this
mission cannot be overstated. The act of bringing someone back also has a redemptive quality—it
“covers over a multitude of sins.” This phrase evokes the language of atonement and forgiveness
found throughout Scripture, particularly in the work of Christ. When we restore someone to the fold,
we bring them back into a place of grace and mercy, where their sins are forgiven, and they are made
right with God. As servants, we are invited into this holy work of reconciliation. It is not just about
offering forgiveness to the wayward but also about creating a space for healing, restoration, and new
life in Christ.

Seeking the lost is not always an immediate or easy task. There are often setbacks, misunderstandings,
and emotional challenges in the process. The lost may resist, or the process of restoration may take
longer than we anticipate. This is where the patient servant comes in. In his letter, James speaks to the
importance of perseverance in trials. He writes earlier in Chapter 5: “Therefore be patient, brethren,
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.” (James 5:7, NKJV).

The analogy of the farmer points to the long, often slow process of restoration. Just as a farmer cannot
control the timing of the harvest, neither can we control the timing of someone’s return to the faith.
But we are still called to patiently work, trusting that God is at work in the hearts of those we seek.

The Epiatle of St. James - Tr. Tadres Y. Malaty

E Review Questions

1. Who is the writer of this Epistle? (St. James the Brother of the Lord)

2. To whom this Epistle was written? (To the twelve tribes in the dispersion)

3. How could we endure temptation according to the Epistle of St. James? (Through
Wisdom & Humility)

4. Does God tempt with evil? (No)

5. Why is work important according to the Epistle of St. James? (It’s a proof of faith)

6. Why should we refrain from counseling others with our own wisdom? (Our wisdom is
earthly, full of pride, not from God. Teachers will be judged more strictly on the
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judgment day.
7. What causes disruption in the Church? (lack of faith & works & worldly desires)
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BIBL103 - Introduction to the New Testament

Revelation

BIBLE BASICS

The Book of Revelation

The Holy Bible begins with the beauty of creation and humanity’s calling to communion with God.
From the very first pages of Genesis, God creates the heavens and the earth so that humanity might
find joy and fulfillment in fellowship with Him (Genesis 2:15). However, sin fractured that communion,
and humanity lost paradise.

The Book of Revelation, written at the close of the New Testament canon, shows how God’s plan for
salvation is completed and perfected. It reveals that the destiny of creation and of humanity is not
abandonment, but restoration, communion, and eternal life with God. This book opens for us “the
door of heaven,” showing Jesus Christ as the victorious King and Bridegroom of the Church,
triumphing over all spiritual opposition and bringing His people into everlasting glory.

Revelation is therefore not a foreign appendix to Scripture, but the culmination of the entire biblical
story:

What was lost in Genesis, fellowship with God, is restored (Revelation 21:1-4).

What was broken by sin, our union with the Father, is renewed through Christ’s victory.
What was promised in prophecy, the Kingdom of God, is fully revealed (Revelation 1:1).
What was hidden from human sight is now unveiled in glory and worship.

In this way, Revelation reveals the fullness of God’s love, mercy, and plan, showing that God does not
abandon history to chance, but governs it with wisdom and purpose.

Authorship and Historical Context

The Book of Revelation begins with a clear introduction: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave Him to show His servants, things which must shortly take place” (Revelation 1:1). St. John the
Beloved, once the fisherman called by Christ, now receives a heavenly vision while exiled on the island
of Patmos, banished for his witness to Jesus Christ.

That St. John openly names himself four times in the text (Revelation 1:1, 1:4, 1:9, 22:8) reflects both
humility and authority. In his Gospel and Epistles, he often refrains from personal reference, but here
he affirms his identity because the visions he will record are not private dreams, they are prophetic
unveiling of divine truth.

Historically, the book was written in the late first century, around the end of the reign of Emperor
Domitian (81-96 A.D.), during a time of persecution and pressure for Christians to conform to imperial

108



demands of worship. The messages to the churches (Revelation 2-3) show how church communities of
believers were tested by external oppression and internal weakness.

The early Church universally accepted the book as canonical. Fathers such as St. Justin the Martyr, St.
Irenaeus of Lyons, Tertullian, and others cited it; Leaders in Alexandria and Rome affirmed its apostolic
authority. Even those who found its imagery challenging still embraced its theological power.

Why is Revelation Often Misunderstood?

Revelation contains approximately 300 symbolic images, each with meaning beyond literal
interpretation. These symbols are not meant to confuse believers, but to dig into the deeper spiritual
realities that ordinary language cannot express.

Symbols, numbers, beasts, scrolls, and visions are all part of a heavenly language: a language that
calls believers beyond the surface of daily life into the deeper truth of Christ’s sovereignty over history
and eternity. Numbers, for example, are primarily spiritual, not mathematical: seven signifies fullness,
twelve points to the Church, and “incomplete” numbers teach that evil is always limited and
temporary.

Rather than a cryptic code for predicting dates or timelines, Revelation is a book of encouragement,
worship, and hope:

Itis the “book of hope”: Comforting the faithful amid trials.

Itis the “book of victory”: Showing Christ’s triumph over evil.

Itis the “book of praise”: Drawing hearts to heavenly worship.

Itis the “book of heavenly life”: Revealing eternal communion with God.

The Title and Meaning of the Book

The very Greek word for “Revelation” (amokaAuvig - apokalypsis) means unveiling or revealing. The
title given, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, indicates two things:

1. Thefocus of the book is Christ Himself: His person, work, and triumph.
2. The contentis not an abstract future show, but God’s plan revealed to His servants, for their
encouragement, not their confusion.

Thus, everything in Revelation points to Christ’s victory over sin, Satan, and death. A victory secured by
His Blood and presented to His Church as both hope and inheritance.

Revelation begins and ends with Christ:

e Beginning: Christ revealed in glory among the lampstands — symbolizing His presence in the
Church (Revelation 1:12-13).

e End: Christ as the Lamb — victorious, worshiped, and reigning eternally (Revelation 5:12;
22:13).
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Christ is not an abstract figure. He is:

e The conqueror who overcomes Satan and his forces,
e The Lamb who was slain yet lives for ever,
e The Bridegroom welcoming His beloved Bride: The Church (Revelation 19:7)

The Structure and Message of the Book of Revelation

The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Chapter 1)

The book opens with a vision of the risen and glorified Christ. He is no longer presented in humility,
as in the Gospels, but in divine majesty and authority. He stands among the lampstands, which
represent the churches, signifying that He is present in the midst of His people, guiding, sustaining,
and protecting them.

Christ declares Himself to be the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end of history. This
affirmation assures believers that all events—past, present, and future—are under His sovereign
control. Nothing occurs outside His providence.

The Seven Churches: The Church in the Present Age (Chapters 2-3)

Christ addresses seven churches located in Asia Minor: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. These churches were real historical church communities, each facing
unique challenges, temptations, and spiritual struggles.

At the same time, they represent the Church in every age and in every spiritual condition. In each
message, Christ reveals Himself in a manner suited to the needs of that particular church. He
commends faithfulness where it exists, rebukes complacency and compromise, calls for repentance,
and promises eternal reward to those who overcome. They represent every spiritual condition that can
exist in the Church across all ages. Christ’s words are therefore not only historical judgments, but
ongoing spiritual evaluations addressed to the Church today including those preparing for service.

A repeated phrase in these messages is Christ’s assurance: “I know...”. This is not mere observation
but divine pastoral care. He knows the Church’s visible works and her hidden struggles; He sees what
is faithful, what is wounded, and what is compromised. His rebuke is therefore never random or harsh,
but a physician’s diagnosis meant to heal and restore.

Church Christ’s Evaluation Spiritual Implication for
Meaning Pre-Servants
Ephesus Sound doctrine and hard work, Orthodoxy Serve from love for Christ,
but love has grown cold; withoutlove not routine or duty alone

abandoned first love
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Smyrna

Pergamos

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodicea

Faithful
rebuke

amid suffering; no

Loyal to Christ, yet tolerates
false teaching

Growing in love and service,
but tolerates sin

Reputation of life, but

spiritually dead

Faithful with little strength

Lukewarm and self-reliant

Each message reveals that:

Enduring faith
under persecution

Compromised
truth

Love without

discipline

Appearance
without inner life

Humble
obedience

Complacent faith

Christ knows the inner condition of His Church,
Activity does not replace repentance,
Orthodoxy does not excuse lovelessness,
Love does not excuse compromise,
Suffering does not imply abandonment,
Success does not imply approval.

For pre-servants, this table functions as a spiritual mirror:

e Which warning applies to my service?

Measure success by
faithfulness, not comfort or

outcome

Guard doctrine and morals
with discernment. Love does
not mean silence.

Balance compassion with
holiness. Compassion
without accountability harms

souls. True pastoral care
includes correction.
Prioritize personal prayer

and repentance over activity

Trust God’s work

visibility or size.

over

Serve with repentance and
dependence on Christ, not
resources or status.

e Which promise encourages me?

Christ’s repeated command “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” is not
optional. It is a call to self-examination, repentance, and renewal, especially for those preparing to

111



serve others. Christ walks among the churches, correcting them not to condemn but to heal and
restore them.

The Heavenly Vision and the Church’s Struggle (Chapters 4-5)

The scene then shifts from earth to heaven, where St. John beholds the throne of God. This heavenly
vision reveals that despite the chaos and suffering experienced by the Church on earth, heaven
remains ordered, peaceful, and governed by divine love.

At the center of the vision stands the Lamb who was slain ... a victory revealed through sacrifice rather
than force, teaching that the Church overcomes by sharing in Christ’s humble, suffering love.

Revelation is profoundly liturgical. The heavenly throne room reflects the Church’s worship on earth:
the altar, incense, hymns, white garments, and prostrations reveal that the Church already participates
mystically in heavenly worship.

The Lamb opens the sealed scroll of history, revealing the unfolding of God’s plan. The seals, trumpets,
and bowls depict the spiritual and historical trials faced by humanity and the Church: persecution,
false teachings, moral decay, and divine warnings. These are not random catastrophes but part of
God’s call to repentance and transformation.

The Seven Seals (Revelation 6-8): The Church’s Journey Through Suffering

Seal Vision Spiritual Meaning Meaning for the Church & the Servant

1st  White horse Christ conquers and leads His Christ remains sovereign; servants serve under His
Church victory

2nd  Red horse Persecution and martyrdom Suffering is part of faithful witness

3rd  Blackhorse Material and spiritual famine Servants guard true doctrine and spiritual

nourishment

4th  Palehorse Death, disease, spiritual decay Separation from Christ leads to death

5th  Souls of Cryfordivinejustice Faithfulness is precious before God
martyrs

6th  Cosmic Collapse of worldly powers Earthly authority is temporary
upheaval

7th  Silence in  Awe before divine judgment God’s timing invites reverence and trust
heaven
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The Seven Trumpets (Revelation 8-11): Divine Warnings and Calls to Repentance

Trumpet Vision
1st Fire and hail
2nd Burning mountain

3rd

4th

5th

6th

Tth

Falling star

Darkened lights

Demonic locusts

Vast army

Kingdom proclaimed

Spiritual Meaning

Destruction of earthly security

Rise of violent powers

Spread of heresy

Loss of spiritual clarity

Inner torment and deception

Escalation toward final conflict

God reigns eternally

Meaning for the Church & the
Servant

Creation itself testifies against sin

Earthly rulers are judged by God

False teaching poisons spiritual life

Without Christ, hope grows dim

Sin enslaves from within

God permits, but controls, history

Christ’s victory is final and sure

The Seven Bowls (Revelation 15-17) Final Judgment and the End of Repentance

Bowl

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Vision

Painful sores

Sea becomes blood

Waters become blood

Scorching sun

Darkness

Spiritual Meaning
Exposure of false allegiance

Widespread death

Loss of spiritual refreshment

Tyrannical power

Spiritual blindness
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Meaning for the Church & the Servant

Sin ultimately reveals its bitterness

Evil destroys what sustains life

Rejecting truth brings despair

Authority without God oppresses

Separation from God is true darkness



6th Euphrates dries Fall of Babylon Evil collapses under God’s judgment

Tth Earth shaken Finaljudgment No further opportunity to repent

Revelation also portrays Christ as the King and the Reaper (Rev. 14:14-20): when the earth’s “harvest”
is fully ripe, He reaps, signifying the final separation between truth and deception, righteousness and
rebellion!

The seals, trumpets, and bowls are not merely chronological events but spiritual lenses:

e Seals > describe the experience of the Church in the world
e Trumpets > serve as warnings calling humanity to repentance
e Bowls > reveal final judgment when repentance is rejected

Throughout these visions, the Church is persecuted by evil forces symbolized as the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet. Yet despite their apparent power, their defeat is certain. Evil is permitted to act
for atime, but it is never victorious.

The Final Judgment and the Defeat of Evil (Chapter 20)

Satan, the deceiver, is shown as bound, revealing that his power is not equal to God’s and that
deception is permitted only within divine limits. After a final, brief outbreak of rebellion, he is cast
down forever, and Death and Hades are thrown into the lake of fire, proclaiming the complete and
irreversible end of death’s dominion. Evil is not merely restrained, it is destroyed.

This chapter affirms that history is moving toward a definitive conclusion, where justice is fulfilled and
God’s righteousness is revealed.

The Heavenly Jerusalem: The Church Glorified (Chapters 21-22)

The Book of Revelation concludes with a vision of the Heavenly Jerusalem, the eternal dwelling place
of God and His people. The Church appears as the Bride of Christ, radiant and purified, dwelling
forever in the presence of God.

There is no sorrow, pain, or death. God wipes away every tear. Humanity’s deepest longing, to dwell
with God, is finally fulfilled. The Bible ends not with fear, but with hope, not with judgment alone, but
with communion and joy.

.l Bootia Os Supplementary Material

An Introduction to the Book of Revelation by https://suscopts.org/diocese/bishop/bible
Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty -study/holy-book-of-revelation/
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E Review Questions

1. Who wrote the Book of Revelation? St. John the Beloved
To whom the Book of Revelation was addressed? To the seven churches of Asia

3. What are the four living creatures & what do they symbolize? Like a lion for the
power, Like a calf for sacrifice, like a man for humanity, and like an eagle for
spirituality

4. What does number 7 symbolize? The fullness of time.

5. What does the woman clothed with the sun symbolize? The church.
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1.4 Kings & Leaders
Kings: Seeing Christ in David

BIBLE BASICS

Typology: Recognizing the Blueprint

Throughout Scripture, God reveals Himself not only through direct words and commandments
but also through the lives of His people. The stories of the Old Testament are more than ancient
records of faith and failure; they are the unfolding revelation of God in Christ. Within the Old
Testament, we discover shadows and symbols, figures whose experiences and roles anticipate
something far greater than themselves.

This way of reading the Bible is known as typology. In typology, an Old Testament person, office, or
event is a type: a prophetic image that foreshadows a deeper spiritual truth. The fulfillment of that
image in the New Testament is called the antitype, found perfectly in Jesus Christ. Typology is not
imaginative storytelling imposed on the text; it is a reverent recognition that the same God who acted
in Israel’s history also brought salvation to completion in the Incarnate Word. Thus, the gospel is not a
new idea appearing suddenly in the New Testament, but the promised fulfillment of what God had
been speaking “from the very beginning.”

Among all Old Testament figures, few reflect the person and mission of Christ as vividly as King David.
Anointed as shepherd and king, David stands at the intersection of humanity’s weakness and God’s
redemptive power. His courage before Goliath, his deep repentance after sin, his anointing by the
Spirit, and his role as a ruler who brings unity and peace, all these moments echo in the life and
ministry of Christ, who embodies them in their fullness.

By contemplating the parallels between David’s story and the life of Jesus, we gain a richer and more
complete understanding of the gospel: Christ is the true King, the true Shepherd, the true Champion,
and the true Forgiver is revealed in the Old Covenant in shadow, and in the New Covenant in truth.

The Royal Lineage: Son of David

In ancient times, genealogy played a crucial role in establishing a person's lineage and religious
importance. For this reason, the Holy Gospels of St. Matthew and St. Luke preserve two genealogies of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Though the genealogies are not identical in every detail, their theological
purpose is clear: they proclaim that Jesus is truly of the house of David, fulfilling the necessary lineage
for the Messiah.

The Gospel of Matthew opens by calling Jesus Christ the “Son of David, the Son of Abraham”. The
genealogy highlights David as “David the king”. This emphasis is because the Messiah was prophesied
to come as a king from a king, specifically from the house of David.
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The repeated emphasis on “the king” is not incidental. The Messiah was prophesied to come as a king
from a king, specifically from the lineage of David. This royal expectation is voiced in the Scriptures:

e “And has raised up a horn of salvation for us, In the house of His servant David” - Luke 1:69

e “There | will make the horn of David grow; | will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.” - Psalm
132:17

This expectation was also alive among the people during Jesus’ earthly ministry. They saw His works,
and they searched the Scriptures with their hearts, asking whether the promised King had come:

e The blind men cried out to Him, saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” (Matthew 9:27).

e The multitudes, amazed by His works, questioned, “Could this be the Son of David?” (Matthew
12:23).

e As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds proclaimed, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matthew
21:9).

However, Jesus revealed a deeper truth about His identity to the Pharisees.When they answered that
the Christ is “the Son of David,” Jesus confronted them with David’s own Spirit-inspired confession:

“While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, ‘What do you think
about Christ? Whose Son is He?’ They said to Him, ‘The Son of David.” He said to them, ‘How
then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord, saying: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My
right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool’ ’? [Psalm 110] If David then calls Him
‘Lord,” how is He his Son’ And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on
did anyone dare question Him anymore, (Matthew 22:41-45).

This paradoxical question exposed the Pharisees' limited understanding, challenging them to
recognize that Jesus was not merely a descendant of David but also possessed a higher, divine status.
In this moment, the Lord opens the door into the mystery: the Messiah is David’s Son according to the
flesh, yet David calls Him “Lord” by the Spirit. In other words, Christ is not merely descended from
David, He is greater than David, the eternal King whom David serves and prefigures.

This deepens the beauty of the cry of the blind men proclaiming “Son of David”. This confession from
the lips of the needy, especially the blind, those who cannot rely on outward sight, and their petition,
“have mercy on us,” is therefore both theological and liturgical: they identify the King by His divine
mercy. This is consistent with God’s character as revealed throughout Scripture: His power is never
divorced from compassion, and His kingship is not expressed as domination, but as healing,
restoration, and deliverance.

The Suffering King Foretold
Typology does not only point to Christ’s kingship; it also points to the scandal and glory of His

suffering. The Old Testament prepares the Church to recognize the crucified Messiah, not as an
unexpected tragedy, but as the promised path of redemption. The Servant’s rejection in Isaiah and the
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righteous sufferer’s agony in the Psalms form a prophetic horizon in which the Cross is revealed as
God’s wisdom.

“And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and
rejected by men” - Isaiah 53:2-3

Psalm 22 likewise bears witness with a startling vividness:

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” “A reproach of men, and despised by the
people. All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they shake the head,
saying, “He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in
Him!”” “I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint” “They pierced My
hands and My feet; | can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. They divide My
garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” (Psalm 22)

These are not accidental parallels. Rather, we confess that the Spirit who inspired the Scriptures also
prepared the people of God to recognize Christ, especially when His glory is veiled beneath suffering.

The Anointing and the Coming of the Spirit

The moment David transitions from shepherd to king is a powerful type of Christ’s initiation into His
ministry: the anointing. In Israel, anointing is not merely a human appointment, it is the sign of divine
selection, divine mission, and divine empowerment. The king receives oil outwardly and the Spirit
inwardly.

Divine Selection in Bethlehem
God commands Samuel:

“Fill your horn with oil, and go; | am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For | have
provided Myself a king among his sons.” And Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears it, he
will kill me.” But the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.’ Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; you shall
anoint for Me the one | name to you.” So Samuel did what the Lord said, and went to
Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify
yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons,
and invited them to the sacrifice.” - 1 Samuel 16:1-5

Samuel’s mission is clear. He comes to Bethlehem with oil, yet he does not know who the chosen king
is. This, too, bears a typological weight: the prophets spoke truly, yet they did not grasp the full
horizon of what they proclaimed.

“Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the
grace that would come to you, searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ
who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and
the glories that would follow. To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us
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they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who
have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels
desire to look into.” - 1 Peter 1:10-12

The Rejected Shepherd Chosen

David is not presented as a naturally obvious candidate. He is the youngest, overlooked even by his
own household:

And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.”- 1 Samuel 16:11

Here the pattern of God’s election appears: the Lord often chooses what is hidden, small, and despised
in order to reveal His power and overturn human pride. David’s initial status as a young, rejected
shepherd mirrors the prophetic portrait of Christ’s rejection:

“There is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men” - Isaiah
53:2-3

The Anointing at the Sacrifice

Kingship in Scripture is inseparable from consecration. A king is not simply a strong figure who rises
above others; he is one set apart by God, appointed for God’s purposes, and empowered by God’s
Spirit. David’s transition from shepherd to king is therefore presented not as a career advancement but
as an anointing.

“Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the
Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.” - 1 Samuel 16:13

This is why the Church reads the anointing of David as a luminous type of Christ’'s own public
inauguration, and also as a pattern that echoes into the sacramental life of believers.

This pairing, anointing and Spirit, is central to the typology. The anointing happens at the sacrifice
(verses 2-3), just as Christ was enthroned on the Cross at the ultimate sacrifice. The Cross is not a
defeat forced upon Christ; it is the royal enthronement of the true King, who reigns by self-offering
love. And at Christ’s Baptism, the Holy Spirit descends, revealing that His ministry is the Spirit-bearing,
Spirit-filled work of salvation.

When Christ is Baptized, the Holy Spirit also comes down just as the Spirit enters David when he is
anointed. Similarly, the Holy Spirit comes upon believers when they are baptized and anointed with
myron. In this way, David’s anointing does not merely point to an ancient political transition; it points
forward to the mystery of Christ’s consecration and to our own sacramental incorporation into His life.

The Contrast in Kingship: Saul vs. David

The relationship between King Saul and David sets up a powerful typology regarding the temporal
versus the eternal kingdom. In the Old Testament, Saul is not merely “a bad king” in a moralistic sense;
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he becomes a sign of a kingdom grounded in insecurity, self-preservation, and disobedience. David,
for all his human weakness, becomes the standard by which the kings are measured, because his
kingship is rooted in God’s choosing and God’s Spirit.

Characteristic Saul (Type of AntiChrist) David (Type of Christ)

Status Rejected and becomes a sign of evil. Becomes the standard by which all OT kings
Temporary. are compared. The King of Kings.

The Spirit When a distressing spirit was upon Saul, After Christ's baptism, He casts out demons,

David would play the harp, and Saul would overcomes temptations, and heals the
become refreshed and the spirit would people.

depart.

Recognition The anointing was known only to the Christ the King was known to the people of
Prophet, not the King (Saul). God, not King Herod or the nobles.

Destiny Will be replaced. Christ will come again and replace all earthly

kings.

Furthermore, the attempts by Saul to kill David parallel the attempts to seize Jesus. When Saul sent
messengers to capture David, the Spirit of God fell upon them, and they prophesied (praised God)
instead. When Saul went himself, he was similarly overcome by the Spirit and prophesied, thus failing
to kill David. Similarly, officers sent to take Jesus were unable to, reporting: “No man ever spoke like
this Man!” (John 7:44-49).

The Good Shepherd and the King

David’s role as a shepherd is not a mere biographical detail; it is part of God’s theological preparation
of the king. In the Scriptures, shepherding is a royal vocation: the true ruler is one who guards, feeds,
gathers, and is willing to suffer for the flock. Thus David’s shepherdhood becomes a living prophecy of
the Messiah, who will rule not by domination but by sacrificial care.

David’s Stewardship

God chose David from the sheepfolds, taking him from following the ewes, “To shepherd Jacob His
people, And Israel His inheritance.” David’s kingship is therefore shaped first by hidden faithfulness.
Before he stands before armies and courts, he stands before beasts and loneliness, learning courage,
vigilance, patience, and self-offering love.

“He also chose David His servant, And took him from the sheepfolds; From following the
ewes that had young He brought him, To shepherd Jacob His people, And Israel His
inheritance. So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, And guided
them by the skillfulness of his hands.” - Psalm 78:70-72
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David was protective, risking his life to deliver lambs from the mouth of a lion or a bear. His care is not
sentimental; it is costly, active, and courageous.

“But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a
bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, | went out after it and struck it, and delivered
the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, | caught it by its beard, and struck
and killed it. Your servant has killed both lion and bear;”” - 1 Samuel 17:34-36

This shepherding reveals the interior logic of David’s later leadership: the king is not above the people,
he is for the people, accountable to God for their protection and peace.

Prophetic Role

The prophets do not speak of shepherding just as an image, they speak of it as the form of God’s
source of salvation. Ezekiel prophesied that the Lord would establish “one shepherd over them, and he
shall feed them, My servant David”.

“I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them—My servant David. He
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and My servant
David a prince among them; |, the Lord, have spoken.” - Ezekiel 34:23-24

Through this prophecy, even after David’s historical life, “David” becomes a messianic title, a
shorthand for the coming Shepherd-King. The Old Testament prepares us to expect a ruler whose
authority is expressed as pastoral care.

Christ, the Fulfillment

Just like David, Christ comes as a Shepherd and a King for Israel. Yet Christ fulfills the shepherd-image
in @ manner beyond David’s reach: He does not merely risk His life; He freely gives it. He does not
merely save sheep from beasts; He saves humanity from sin and death.

“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep... and I lay down My life for the sheep” (John
10:14-16).

David laid down his life for his sheep by fighting the lion and bear; Christ laid His life on the cross to
save us from our sins. In Orthodox life, this is not only a doctrine to be admired but a pattern to be
received: every true servant-leader is called to shepherd with “integrity of heart” and to accept the
cost of love.

The Champion: David and Goliath

The confrontation with Goliath is not just a lesson about courage. Israel is afraid, paralyzed, and
unable to deliver itself. Salvation comes through a chosen champion who fights on behalf of the
people of God.
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Goliath as the Champion

Goliath was identified as a “champion” (Hebrew: one man to represent all the people). He defied the
armies of the living God.

“And a champion went out from the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath,
whose height was six cubits and a span.” 1 Samuel 17:4

David, approaching the conflict as a shepherd and not a warrior, came against Goliath with a staff, a
sling, and five smooth stones (1 Samuel 17:40). He comes seeking to deliver his people yet is rejected:

“Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger was
aroused against David, and he said, ‘Why did you come down here? And with whom have
you left those few sheep in the wilderness? | know your pride and the insolence of your
heart, for you have come down to see the battle.” ” - 1 Samuel 17:28

Rejected by his brothers, mocked by his opponent (1 Samuel 17:43), David’s reply is one of the clearest
confessions of faith in Scripture:

“Then David said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a
javelin. But | come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied.”” - 1 Samuel 17:45

David declared that he came in the “name of the Lord of hosts”. The victory that follows is decisive and
unmistakably God’s.

“So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine
and killed him. Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew
it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it.” - 1 Samuel 17:50-51

Christ as the Champion

David’s victory is not an end in itself; it points forward to Christ, the true Champion, who stands in
place of all humanity.

Christ is our champion, who represents and saves us all from our enemies:

“in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above
reproach in His sight” - Colossians 1:22

Like David, Christ approaches His decisive conflict not as a worldly warrior, but as a shepherd. He
enters Jerusalem meekly. He confronts death armed not with steel, but with obedience, humility, and
love. The Cross itself becomes the paradoxical weapon. Christ also defeats the devil with a stick in His
arms: the Cross.

The ridicule Christ receives mirrors David’s rejection and mocking:
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“For even His brothers did not believe in Him.” - John 7:5

“And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him,
and led Him out to crucify Him.” - Mark 15:20

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing" - 1 Corinthians 1:18
And yet, St. Paul proclaims:

“has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the worlds;” - Hebrews 1:2

Christ is not only a descendant of David or a heroic champion within history, but the eternal Son
of God Himself. David’s victory over Goliath was real, yet temporary and limited; Christ’s victory
is universal and everlasting. The One who stands before His enemies as a humble Shepherd is
the same One through whom God created all things and to whom all things belong. When Christ
goes to the Cross, He does so not as a powerless victim, but as the rightful Heir of all creation,
freely entering human weakness in order to redeem it. In this way, the story of David prepares
us to recognize that the true Champion is not merely chosen by God, but is God’s own Son,
through whom salvation is finally and fully accomplished.

The Rewards of Victory

The rewards promised to the man who killed Goliath were immense: great riches, the king’s daughter,
and exemption from taxes. In fulfillment, after the Cross, Christ espouses us, the church, as His bride,
and He grants us forgiveness of sins (exemption from taxes). Christ defeats the devil using the Cross,
symbolically described as a “stick in his arms”. His victory becomes our peace; His righteousness
becomes our covering; His life becomes our life.

As St. Jerome reflects on Christ’s drawing power after the Cross: “For wherever the carcass is, there the
eagles will be gathered together.” - Matthew 24:28

“We are taught about the sacrament of Christ by the use of a natural example taken from
daily life... how much more ought we and the whole multitude of believers hasten to him
whose splendor comes from the east and shines as far as the west!” - St. Jerome

St. Jerome’s reflection helps us understand that the Cross, though it appears as weakness and death,
becomes the place of irresistible attraction. Just as eagles are drawn instinctively to what sustains
them, so the faithful are drawn to Christ crucified, recognizing in Him the true source of life. The Lord’s
sacrifice is not hidden or powerless; it shines forth, calling people from every place and nation to
gather around Him. In this way, the Cross becomes the center of unity for the Church, drawing together
all who hunger for salvation and revealing that what the world sees as defeat is, in truth, the triumph
of divine love.

The Two-Tone Victory
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David’s victory involved two distinct actions: killing Goliath with the stone/sling, and then using the
enemy’s sword to finish the task. This foreshadows Christ's "2 tone victory":

1. First Victory: Christ defeated Satan once on the Cross.

2. Final Victory: He will come again for the final victory at the Second Coming, wielding a sharp
sword out of His mouth to strike the nations (Revelation 19:15).

“Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God.” - Revelation 19:15

The Church therefore lives between Cross and Kingdom—redeemed, yet awaiting the full
manifestation of victory.

Acceptance and Forgiveness: From Rejection to Rest

David experienced profound rejection by the establishment (Saul) and even by his elder brother, Eliab.
When fleeing Saul, David escaped to the cave of Adullam, where everyone who was in distress, in debt,
or discontented gathered to him.

After David flees, being rejected by his own people, and goes among the Gentiles, he eventually
gathers a community of the broken:

“Everyone who was in distress, everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was
discontented gathered to him.” - 1 Samuel 22:1-2

Similarly, Christ invites the heavy laden to Himself, promising rest: “Come to Me, all you who labor and
are heavy laden, and | will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

Christ, like David, is rejected by the leaders, feared by the authorities, and yet irresistibly followed by
the people:

“No man ever spoke like this Man!” - John 7:46

Even Caiaphas unwittingly prophesies the scope of Christ’s salvation, “that Jesus would die for the
nation, and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of God
who were scattered abroad.” - John 11:51-52

Forgiveness as the Final Mark of the King

Throughout David’s life, victory and mercy are repeatedly held together. Though anointed king, David
refuses to seize the throne by violence. Again and again, he spares Saul, even when Saul relentlessly
seeks his life. David’s restraint is not weakness, nor political calculation; it is reverence for God and
trust in God’s judgment. He will not establish his kingdom through bloodshed or personal vengeance,
but through obedience and humility before the Lord.
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Like David, Christ is rejected by those in power, pursued unjustly, and surrounded by hostility. Yet He
does not answer violence with violence, nor hatred with hatred. Instead, at the very moment when
injustice reaches its peak, Christ reveals the deepest truth about the Kingdom He brings:

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” - Luke 23:34

Here the typology reaches its summit. The true King is revealed not merely in victory, but in mercy.
Christ forgives those who crucified Him, revealing the heart of the Kingdom of God.

E Review Questions

1. What is Typology? [Doctrine or theory concerning the relationship of the Old
Testament to the New Testament.]

2. Why is genealogy important? [To emphasize that the Lord Jesus was a son of King
David, which was the necessary lineage for the Messiah.]

3. How old was King David when he began to reign and how old was Jesus when He
began His ministry? [They were both 30 years old.]

4. How is King David compared to King Saul? [King David = Christ, King Saul =
Antichrist]

5. What is the correlation of David & Goliath and Jesus Christ? [David saved the Jews
from the Philistines. Jesus saved us from our enemies. Christ approaches crucifixion
as a shepherd and not a warrior. Christ also defeats the devil with a stick in his arms -
the Cross]

6. What was David’s action toward Saul knowing that he wanted to kill him? [David
forgave him and spared his life.]

7. What did Jesus say when he was on the cross? [“Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they do.” Luke 23:34]

8. How is David a type of Christ? [David leader for the Jews the way Christ also came as
a leader and savior]

9. How did David receive the spirit versus Christ? [When Christ is Baptized, the Holy
Spirit also comes down just as the Spirit enters David when he is anointed.]

10. What kind of sign does David and Saul represent? [David becomes a sign of good
whereas Saul is rejected and becomes a sign of evil.]
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BIBL104 - Kings & Leaders

Kings: Josiah leads Israel to
Serve

BIBLE BASICS

Josiah’s Place in History

After the reign of King Solomon, the united kingdom of Israel was divided into two kingdoms in 931 BC.
The northern kingdom, known as Israel, consisted of ten tribes, while the southern kingdom, called
Judah, comprised two tribes. Each kingdom had its own capital city with Samaria serving as the
capital of Israel and Jerusalem as the capital of Judah.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was characterized by a series of wicked kings who led the people away
from the worship of the true God and into idolatry. This resulted in moral decay, social injustice, and
political instability. In 722 BC, after 209 years of existence, the Northern Kingdom was conquered by
the powerful Assyrian Empire under King Sargon Il. The Assyrians deported many of the Israelites,
leading to the dispersion of the ten lost tribes.

In contrast, the Southern Kingdom of Judah experienced a mix of good and evil kings. While there
were periods of faithfulness and prosperity, there were also times of idolatry and wickedness. Despite
these challenges, Judah survived longer than Israel, enduring for 345 years until it was conquered by
the Babylonians in 586 BC.

King Josiah was a significant figure in Judah's history. Though Josiah’s father, King Amon did evil in
the sight of the Lord, King Josiah was a good king of Judah who reigned for 31 years, from 641-609 BC.
We read in 2 Chronicles 34 that he was only eight years old when he became King “and he did what
was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to
the right hand or to the left” (2 Chronicles 34:2).

A Dark Heritage

Josiah's ascension to the throne occurred during one of the darkest periods in the history of the
kingdom. His grandfather, Manasseh, had begun his reign at the tender age of 11 and ruled for 55 long,
tumultuous years. Despite being the son of the righteous King Hezekiah, Manasseh abandoned the
worship of God in the temple, permitting the construction and worship of idols throughout the land.

Manasseh's reign was a stark contrast to the wisdom and devotion of his father. The kingdom suffered
under his leadership as he led the people astray. It was only in the final years of his life, after being
captured and punished by the Babylonians, that Manasseh repented and returned to God. This period
of repentance, however, was brief, overshadowed by the decades of wickedness that had preceded it.

126



Following Manasseh's death, his son Amon assumed the throne. Amon, having grown up in an
environment devoid of godliness, continued his father's wicked ways. The sins of the father had
poisoned the son, perpetuating a cycle of evil. This downward spiral mirrored the deterioration of
humanity that had led to the great flood, where unchecked wickedness had corrupted the hearts of
men.

Amon's reign was short-lived, lasting only two years. During this time, he intensified the idolatrous
practices of his father, leading the people further away from God. His actions provoked his own
servants to conspire against him, resulting in his assassination within his own palace.

The reigns of Manasseh and Amon marked a 60-year period of spiritual darkness in the kingdom. Three
generations had grown up without experiencing the true worship of God. The consequences of this
spiritual drought were far-reaching, leaving a legacy of idolatry and wickedness that Josiah would
have to confront.

The people lived through 60 years without God. Literally. The only contemporary prophets were Micah
who passed in the early years of Manasseh amd Isaiah who was, according to Tradition, sawn in half by
Manasseh. No prophets in the South. No mention of a high priest. The ark of Covenant was no longer
where it was supposed to be. The Isrealites did not seek it, and the high priest was corrupt. Everything
was terrible for 60 years. No glimmer of hope. Darkness.

A new king!

While Manasseh repented, a short repentance at end of his life, giving a bleak of hope, it was only to be
demolished again, with worse coming upon the nation. Amon reigns but for 2 years and was murdered
because they disliked his leadership for various reasons. Imagine now, the 75 year old Isrealites, who
had seen God’s glory. They lived in the days of Hezekiah. And they pray. Finally, an opportunity - an
opportunity to find good. ‘Save our nation Lord; Restore our glory’. But then an 8 year old...Really? An
8 year old? Have you not learned from Manasseh at 11, immature? From Solomon THE WISE, who
declares:
Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child,
And your princes feast in the morning!
17 Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles,
And your princes feast at the proper time—
For strength and not for drunkenness!
Eccl 10:16-17

Everything pointed towards disaster. By all accounts he was supposed to be a corrupt king. But
here is what the bible says of Josiah: “He did what was right in the sight of the Lord ...” (2 Chronicles
34:1-2) This unexpected turn of events highlights a fundamental truth: God's ways are not our ways.
Human judgment often relies on outward appearances and conventional qualifications. When Saul
was chosen as king, the people looked for strength, strategy, and intelligence. In the face of Goliath,
they sought a champion with experience in warfare and physical prowess. But God's perspective
transcends human limitations. He sees the heart, the potential, and the unwavering faith that may lie
dormant within an individual. God sees things differently. Always.
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Josiah was, in essence, a divine gift bestowed upon a nation in desperate need of redemption. Despite
his young age and lack of experience, he embarked on his reign with a singular objective: to seek the
God of his father David: “For in the eight year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek
God of His father David.” (2 Chronicles 34:3). This yearning for spiritual connection and restoration set
him apart from his predecessors and ignited a flame of hope in the hearts of the Israelites.

Josiah's story of restoration serves as a powerful reminder of our own spiritual journey. Like the young
king, we are called to seek God and restore our fallen image to that of Christ. This restoration is not a
one-time event but a continuous process of aligning our thoughts, actions, and desires with the
teachings of Jesus. Accordingly, we will go through 5 steps Josiah took that entirely changed and
restored the nation.

Step 1: Seek the Lord Diligently
“For in their 8th year of his reign, he began to seek the God of His father David”

Despite having no godly example before him, when Josiah was 16 years old (the eighth year of
his reign) he began to seek the God of his father David. This gives us hope as servants for those we
serve that truly seeking God is transformative no matter one’s age, circumstances, or experiences.

Realize, no matter how bad the situation is, seek God. Josiah’s pursuit of God, even in the face of
adversity, serves as a beacon of hope for all believers. It underscores the transformative power of
seeking God, regardless of one's age, circumstances, or past experiences. Josiah's initiative proves that
it's never too early or too late to begin a relationship with God. We can strategize, and plan, but
without God it is destruction.

The profound impact of Josiah's reign is evident in Jeremiah's lament upon the king's death. Scholars

suggest that Lamentations 3:27-28 refers to Josiah, highlighting the burden of sin he bore—both from
his predecessors and his nation. This "yoke in his youth" speaks to the weight of responsibility Josiah
carried as a young king. It underscores the importance of seeking God early in life, as it equips
individuals to navigate the challenges and responsibilities that come with leadership and service.

Step 2: Purge all Evil from Surrounding

“The twelfth year, broke down altars in his presence and cut down all idols, ...” (2 Chronicles 3-7)

In the 12th year of his reign, age 20, he began to purge all of Judah of idols (2 Chronicles
34:3-7). The more Josiah sought the Lord, the more he wanted to remove all evil distractions from
himself and from God’s presence. Not only was Josiah being transformed, but he was transforming
those around him, indeed his entire kingdom, despite his age and undoubtedly criticism from elders of
the kingdom. The prophet Jeremiah, his contemporary, lamented Josiah’s death saying, “it is good for
a man to bear the yoke of his youth” (Lamentations 3).

Was their resistance? Ofcourse! Josiah's actions were not met with unanimous support. It is natural to
expect resistance when attempting to overhaul a way of life that had been entrenched for over 60
years. The reforms Josiah implemented undoubtedly disrupted the status quo and challenged the
comfort of those who were accustomed to the old ways.
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The Bible provides other examples where God commanded the Israelites to purge evil and cleanse
themselves from corrupting influences. One such example is the story of King Saul and the Amalekites.
God instructed Saul to wage war against the Amalekites and to leave no survivors, including women,
children, livestock and keep nothing. While this may seem harsh to modern sensibilities, it
underscores the necessity of completely eradicating evil influences to prevent them from taking root
and spreading.

Similarly, when the Israelites entered the land of Canaan, God commanded them to drive out the
inhabitants and destroy their idols. These nations had a history of wickedness and idolatry, and their
presence posed a constant threat to the spiritual well-being of the Israelites. The Israelites' repeated
failures to fully drive out these nations led to intermingling and the adoption of their idolatrous
practices, causing great spiritual harm.

These examples highlight a recurring theme: the dangers of mingling with the world and
compromising with sin. Everytime they let the nations dwell and commune with them, they slowly
influenced them, and got them to practice what they practice. Just as Josiah purged Judah of idols,
and Saul was commanded to destroy the Amalekites, we too must cleanse ourselves from harmful
habits and negative influences. This involves not only purging evil from our surroundings but also from
within ourselves.

Purge and cleanse evil from inside yourselves.

Step 3: Repairing the House of God
“In the 18th year of his reign, rebuilt and repair the altar of God.” (2 Chron 34: 8-10)

In the 18th year of his reign (age 26), he sent people to repair the house of the Lord his God (2
Chronicles 34:8). Repentance is incomplete if | change my ways and stop there. After we purge our
hearts from evil, we must welcome the presence of God and ensure a place of worship. This
transformation takes time and effort, it took Josiah 10 years, so too we must be diligent in building
and developing our relationship with God.

Josiah's actions demonstrate that repentance isn't merely about ceasing harmful actions. It's also
about actively creating an environment where God's presence can flourish. This involves restoring and
maintaining our spiritual connection with Him. Our relationship with God is nurtured through prayer,
but obstacles can hinder this vital connection. Lingering guilt and unaddressed sin can create a barrier
to effective prayer. Similarly, spiritual laziness, neglecting to seek God's guidance, can also impede our
communication with Him.

Josiah's story reminds us that the journey of spiritual restoration is often gradual. It requires
perseverance and a refusal to give up even when progress seems slow. Over time, with consistent
effort, we can rebuild and restore our relationship with God to its full potential, overcoming one
obstacle at a time. One battle at a time.

Step 4: Embrace your brothers and sisters in Christ
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“They gaveittothe ... ”-2 Chronicles 34:9,10,11,12

When King Josiah sought to repair the house of God, he didn't embark on this task alone. He
recognized the value of community and collaboration, enlisting the help of skilled individuals with
diverse talents. The money collected was given to the foremen overseeing the house of the Lord, who
then gave it to the workmen to repair and restore the house. The money was used to buy materials to
repair the houses that the kings of Judah had destroyed. The Levites oversaw the work, with some
supervising, some skilled with musical instruments overseeing the burden bearers and all the workers,
and some serving as scribes, officers, and gatekeepers. (2 Chronicles 34:8-13) This collective effort
mirrored the interconnectedness of God's people, working together to restore a sacred space.

Similarly, our individual journeys toward repentance and salvation are not meant to be solitary
endeavors. We are not isolated islands but rather integral parts of the Church, the body of Christ. As
Paul eloquently states in 1 Corinthians 12:12, "Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ." This verse emphasizes the unity and interdependence
of believers, each with unique gifts and roles to play in the greater community.

The Church serves as a support system, a spiritual family where we can find encouragement, guidance,
and accountability. Through fellowship with other Christians, we can experience the transformative
power of God's love and grace. In times of struggle and doubt, we can lean on our brothers and sisters
in Christ, who can offer prayer, counsel, and a listening ear.

Embracing our brothers and sisters in Christ means recognizing their value and contributions, even
when they differ from our own. It means fostering a spirit of unity and cooperation, putting aside
personal differences for the sake of the Gospel. It means celebrating each other's successes and
mourning each other's losses, walking alongside one another through the ups and downs of life.
Embracing our brothers and sisters in Christ is an essential step in our spiritual growth. It reflects the
heart of God, who desires for His children to live in harmony and love. As we embrace one another, we
become a living testimony to the power of Christ's redemption and the beauty of His Church.

Step 5: Be Ready to Hear and Answer
“I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord.” 2 Chron 34:14-21

Suddenly they found the word of God. While repairing the house of the Lord they found the Book of
the Law given to Moses. They read it to King Josiah who tore his clothes because Israel and Judah had
not kept the word of the Lord and asked what he should do (2 Chronicles 34:14-21).

The rediscovery of the Book of the Law in the temple serves as a powerful metaphor for spiritual
renewal. It reminds us that when we neglect God's word, we lose our way and invite spiritual darkness
into our lives. When we seek God, repent, and purify our hearts, then we are ready to hear God’s word
and respond to His calling. There is a transformative power to repentance and obedience to God's
commandments. While the word of God existed, but the Isrealites had no clue where it was. It was lost
in the house of God. It certainly was not referred by the people as a source of life. Evidently, they were
unknowingly spiritually dry.

The king's act of tearing his clothes upon hearing the words of the Law signifies a profound recognition
of his and the nation's deficiency and disobedience. This act of repentance reminds us that true
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repentance leads to a renewed commitment to following God's will, clinging to the word of God. He
saw the message: those who follow God, live; those who do not, die and are destroyed. Oh the fear
that reigned in his heart. He needed to know, what about them now? “Behold I bring calamity...they
provoked me...therefore | will pour my wrath on this land...but as for the king of Judah who sent you to
inquire of the lord...thus | say to you....because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before
God when you heard His words ... | also have heard you” (2 Chron 34:23-28) Josiah had a beautiful
heart, a tender heart. One that loved God, was inclined to Him and was touched by His Word. Just like
King David, who with ‘a broken a contrite heart’ God did not despise (Psalm 51). A true repentant
heart, God never turns away.

The timeless relevance of God's word is another crucial aspect highlighted in this story. The
rediscovery of the Book of the Law demonstrates that God's message transcends time and remains
eternally powerful. In our Orthodox tradition, the Scriptures are revered as a living word that
continues to guide and inspire believers today. Ultimately, the spiritual message of this narrative calls
us to actively seek God's word, allowing it to convict and transform us. Through repentance and
obedience, we experience spiritual renewal and become beacons of light in the world, reflecting the
love and truth of Christ.

Step 6: Witnessing to All
“The king went up to the house of the Lord, ... And he read” 2 Chronicles 34:30

King Josiah then read the Book of the Covenant to all the people and made a covenant “to follow the
Lord, and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his
soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this book” (2 Chronicles 34:31-32). Josiah
made a commitment to God before all the people.

Yet, he called all his followers to the same commitment. He expected all his surrounding to embark on
the same journey: “he made all who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand.” (2 Chron
34:32). As the leader of Judah, he called the nation to serve the Lord with him. As leaders in the
service, we too are called to be an example to those we serve and to call them to a higher purpose.

Step 7: Leading others to the Mysteries

“There had been no Passover kept in Israel like that since the days of Samuel the prophet; and none
of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as Josiah kept”- 2 Chronicles 35:18

Six decade passed with no mention of Passover. King Josiah reinstated the Passover in
Jerusalem and no king in Israel kept the Passover as Josiah kept it since the days of Samuel the
prophet (2 Chronicles 35:18). The Passover celebration he reinstated wasn't merely a return to
tradition; it was a heartfelt reconnection with God, surpassing even the observances led by the
prophet Samuel. This revival wasn't driven by obligation or ritual, but by a genuine yearning for God's
presence. They truly celebrated out of their hearts, out of joy; not because of fasting, not because of
habit or tradition but by true need. This depth of understanding and commitment is essential for
experiencing the joy of true communion with God. If this understanding is lacking in our expressions of
worship, it is crucial to persistently seek it through prayer and inquiry. This pursuit is not only
personally fulfilling but brings delight to the Lord.
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Josiah's leadership demonstrates the transformative power of one individual's commitment to God.
Not only did Josiah reunite himself with God but through his leadership, he brought an entire nation
back to God and to a greater state than those who came before him. His example serves as a reminder
to never underestimate the impact of personal repentance and spiritual renewal, as it can extend far
beyond oneself, even to the extent of revitalizing an entire nation. It took one individual to sanctify an
entire nation. Do not underestimate your influence, and the power of your repentance. Josiah's reign
was marked by a significant spiritual revival.

Josiah: A young man’s pursuit of God impacts nations

Josiah's story is beautiful for two reasons: the character himself and the story itself. King Josiah’s
leadership teaches us that we are not defined by those who come before us nor by our youth or
limitations. When we diligently seek God with repentance and a pure heart, He will respond to us and
lead us in His ways. And by His grace, we become servant-leaders for those around us, leading by
example and bringing others to God through our service.

The story of restoration shows the step-by-step process of repentance and how to change our hearts
for a better life. When reading the Bible, we may question its practicality, but this story shows how God
details processes, like repentance. This is a story and process of restoration, not just for an individual,
but for an entire nation:

Seek the Lord Diligently

Purge all Evil from Surrounding
Repairing the House of God

Do Not Do it Alone

Be Ready to Hear and Answer
Witnessing to All

Reuniting all with God

No ok~ wdh =

E Review Questions

1. How old was Josiah when he became king? [8 years old]

2. How longdid Josiah seek God before he found the Law of Moses? [10 years]

3. Josiah was the king of what nation? [Judah. This was after Israel was divided into two
kingdoms]

4. What did Josiah do when he found the Law of Moses? [He read it to the nation and
made a covenant to follow God’s laws with the nation as witnesses]

5. Why is it important to purge distractions around us? [It allows us to welcome God
with a pure heart]

6. How do we know King Josiah was a successful leader? [He cared not just for his own
salvation but for the salvation of the entire nation]
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10.

Did Josiah single-handedly bring the nation back to God? [No, he used the talents of
those around him (as we do with church members]

Which prophet was a contemporary of King Josiah? [Jeremiah]

Which Feast did Josiah keep better than all the other kings? [Passover]

List the 7 lessons from King Josiah [Seek the lord diligently, purge evil surrounding
you, repair God’s house, don’t do it alone, be ready to hear and answer, witness to
all, reunite all with God]
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BIBL104 - Kings & Leaders

Leadership of Nehemiah

BIBLE BASICS

The Story of the Old Testament

The narrative of the Old Testament begins with the creation and the fall of Adam. Following the death
of Noah, scripture presents the story of the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. From there the
story of the twelve tribes unfolds with Joseph being sold into Egypt. Though Joseph grew in prosperity
in the kingdom, the Isrealites were found in bondage and were delivered through Moses and the ten
plagues. During that period Moses wrote the Torah.

Joshua, Moses' successor, leads the Israelites into the Promised Land, conquering cities and allocating
territories to each tribe. After Joshua's death, the period of the Judges ensues, a time characterized by
cycles of disobedience, oppression, and deliverance. The narrative progresses with the Israelites'
desire for a king to lead them, mirroring the practices of surrounding nations. Samuel, the last judge,
anoints Saul as the first king of Israel. However, Saul's disobedience to God's commands leads to his
rejection, and Samuel anoints David, a shepherd boy, as the next king. David, a man after God's own
heart, establishes a powerful and prosperous kingdom.

Solomon, David's son, succeeds him as king. Known for his wisdom and wealth, Solomon builds the
first Temple in Jerusalem, a magnificent structure dedicated to the worship of God. After Solomon's
death, the kingdom divides into two: the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of
Judah. The Old Testament concludes with the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of the
Israelites in Babylon. Prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel provide spiritual guidance and hope during
this period of exile. Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah play crucial roles in the restoration of the Temple
and the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

Zerubbabel (Planted in Babel) & Ezra

Zerubbabel and Ezra played pivotal roles in the history of the Israelites after the Babylonian exile. Their
leadership and dedication were instrumental in the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the restoration of the
Jewish community. In 538 BC, the first year of Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, a decree was issued
allowing the exiled Israelites to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. Zerubbabel, a descendant
of King David, was appointed governor of Judah and led a group of about 40,000 people back to their
homeland.

Despite facing numerous challenges, Zerubbabel and his followers were determined to rebuild the
altar and the Temple. They laid the foundation of the Second Temple in 536 BC, but the construction
was interrupted due to opposition from neighboring nations.
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Around 80 years later, in the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes I, king of Persia, Ezra, a priest and
scribe, led another group of Israelites back to Jerusalem. Ezra was a knowledgeable scholar and was
commissioned by the king to teach the laws and commandments of God to the people. Upon arriving
in Jerusalem, Ezra discovered that many of the Israelites had intermarried with the neighboring
nations and adopted their customs. He initiated a series of reforms, urging the people to return to their
ancestral faith and traditions. He also played a crucial role in the compilation and editing of the
Hebrew Bible, ensuring the preservation of the sacred texts for future generations. (Ezra 7)

Nehemiah: A Great Leader and Hero

Nehemiah was a great leader and hero, who reformed Jerusalem. He had a strong personality and put
his trust in God, despite the many difficulties he faced along the way. He is a good symbol of
prosperity, success and leadership. Born in exile from a Jewish family, he became the cupbearer of
King Artaxerxes in the Persian Empire. In this high position he was responsible for protecting the King
and gained the King’s trust. As cupbearer, Nehemiah was entrusted with the King's safety, ensuring
that the King's drink was not poisoned. This intimate role allowed Nehemiah to gain the King's
confidence and favor, which would later prove crucial in his mission to rebuild Jerusalem.

In the 12th year of the king, Nehemiah knew about the situation of the people in Jerusalem. The words
of Nehemiah describe this situation:

It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as | was in Shushan
the citadel, that Hanani one of my brethren came with men from Judah; and |
asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the
captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The survivors who are
left from the captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. The
wall of Jerusalemisalso broken down, and its gates are burned with fire”
Nehemiah 1:1-3

Overwhelmed with grief, Nehemiah wept for days. In response, he engaged in fasting and prayer. With
unwavering determination, he approached King Artaxerxes, requesting permission to return to
Jerusalem and lead the effort to rebuild the city's wall. Recognizing the sincerity and concern of
Nehemiah's, King Artaxerxes granted his request. Equipped with the king's support, Nehemiah
embarked on his mission, arriving in Jerusalem to begin the daunting task of restoring the city's
fortifications.

With God's grace and the collaboration of his fellow Israelites, Nehemiah led an incredible feat. In a
remarkable display of efficiency and unity, the wall of Jerusalem was completed in just 52 days. This
achievement stands as a testament to Nehemiah's exceptional leadership skills, his ability to inspire
and motivate others, and his unwavering faith in God.

The book of Nehemiah serves as both a historical record of Nehemiah's return to Jerusalem and a
theological exploration of the re-establishment of God's people, encompassing both physical and
spiritual restoration. Nehemiah himself is a great example for any modern successful leader. Through
careful examination and meditation, we can glean eight key principles that exemplify effective
Christian leadership.

135



These principles encompass a range of leadership qualities, including prayerfulness, vision, strategic
thinking, courage, perseverance, team building, humility, and dependence on God. Nehemiah's ability
to envision a rebuilt Jerusalem, his consistent prayer for guidance and protection, his courage in the
face of opposition, his perseverance through numerous challenges, his strategic planning and
organization, his skill in mobilizing and empowering others, his humility before God and others, and
his unwavering reliance on God's provision and strength all serve as a model for Christian leaders
today. The principles gleaned from Nehemiah's example can be applied in a variety of contexts,
including church leadership and even secular workplaces. Ultimately, the book of Nehemiah provides
a rich source of wisdom and inspiration for anyone seeking to lead with integrity, compassion, and a
deep commitment to God's purposes.

1. Prayerfulness: Recognize the Issue & Present it to God

In the ancient city of Jerusalem, which symbolized the soul, Nehemiah's heart was deeply troubled.
He yearned for news of his brethren, the Jews who had escaped captivity and returned to their
homeland. With great concern, he inquired of Hanani and other men from Judah about the state of the
city and its people: “That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and | asked
them concerning the Jews that had escaped which were left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem.” Nehemiah 1:2

Upon learning of the desolate condition of Jerusalem, Nehemiah's soul was filled with grief. It was as if
the ruin of his own soul weighed heavily upon him. He could not dismiss the plight of the people,
claiming it was not his problem or that he had no personal connection to the city. Instead, Nehemiah
recognized the distress of the people and felt a profound sense of care for the city of his ancestors and
the temple of God. Jerusalem, he realized, represented the very essence of the soul. Its ruin caused
him immeasurable sadness.

With tears streaming down his face, Nehemiah mourned the loss of his beloved city and its people. He
refused to turn a blind eye to their suffering, declaring that he could not ignore their plight simply
because he did not reside in Jerusalem or had not been born there. Nehemiah's empathy for the
people of Jerusalem was palpable. He felt their pain as if it were his own. His tears were genuine, his
fasting and prayers fervent. Through his actions, he demonstrated his unwavering commitment to his
people and his unwavering faith in God.

In his time of sorrow, Nehemiah turned to God, pouring out his heart in praise and supplication. He
reminded God of His promises and sought His divine intervention. "When | heard these words,"
Nehemiah proclaimed, "I sat down and wept and mourned for days and | fasted and prayed before the
God of heaven."

Nehemiah's prayer, recorded in Nehemiah 1:5-11, reveals the depth of his faith, his understanding of
God's promises, and his unwavering commitment to seek God's guidance and favor. His prayer began
with an acknowledgment of God's greatness and majesty. He addressed God as the "Lord God of
heaven," emphasizing His sovereignty and authority over all creation. Nehemiah also recognized God's
faithfulness in keeping His covenant and mercy with those who love Him and obey His
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commandments. This understanding of God's character and faithfulness set the stage for Nehemiah's
heartfelt supplication.

“And | said: “I pray, Lord God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who Keep
Your Covenant and mercy with those who loveyou and observe Your
commandments, please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You may
hear the prayer of Your servant which | pray before You now, day and night, for the
children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel which
we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and | have sinned. We have
acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the
statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant
Moses. Remember, | pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses,
saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among the nations; but if you return
to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast
out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet | will gather them from there, and bring
them to the place which | have chosen as a dwelling for My name. Now
these are Your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great
power, and by Your strong hand. O Lord, | pray, please let Your ear be attentive to
the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who desire to fear
Your name; and let Your servant prosper this day, | pray, and grant him mercy in
the sight of this man.”” Nehemiah 1:5-11

With humility and a deep sense of responsibility, Nehemiah confessed the sins of the children of Israel,
including his own father's house. He acknowledged that they had acted corruptly and had failed to
keep God's commandments, statutes, and ordinances. Nehemiah's willingness to take ownership of
the sins of his people demonstrated his genuine repentance and his desire for forgiveness and
restoration.

Nehemiah then reminded God of His promise to Moses. He recalled God's words, "If you are unfaithful,
| will scatter you among the nations; but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do
them, though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet | will gather them from
there, and bring them to the place which | have chosen as a dwelling for My name." This promise
provided hope and assurance to Nehemiah, knowing that God was willing to forgive and restore His
people if they turned back to Him.

Nehemiah pleaded with God to hear his prayer and the prayers of those who desired to fear God's
name. He asked for God's ear to be attentive and His eyes to be open to their supplications. Nehemiah
understood that true success and prosperity for himself and his people depended on God's favor and
blessing. He sought God's mercy and guidance to enable him to carry out the task of rebuilding
Jerusalem and leading the people of Israel in righteousness and obedience.

Nehemiah's prayer exemplifies the power of humble, sincere, and faith-filled intercession. His deep
knowledge of scripture, his understanding of God's character, and his unwavering trust in His promises
empowered him to pray with boldness and confidence. Nehemiah's prayer serves as a model for all
believers who desire to see God's will accomplished in their lives and in the world.
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2. Vision and Plan

Nehemiah was a man with a vision and a plan. He saw the need for the wall to be rebuilt, and he knew
that he was the one to do it. He had a clear picture in his mind of what the finished wall would look
like, and he was determined to make it a reality. But Nehemiah didn't just have a vision; he also had a
plan. He knew that he couldn't do it alone, so he sought the permission of the King to build Jerusalem.
He also requested a letter for the timber and wood from the Keeper of the King's Forest. He showed
the King how he put God first, others second, and himself last.

The King was impressed by Nehemiah's vision and plan, and he granted all of his requests. He even
appointed Nehemiah as a Governor and gave him horses and guards to escort him on his journey from
Persia to Jerusalem. Nehemiah knew that God was with him, and he prayed to God for guidance and
strength. He also planned his actions carefully. He spent about a month thinking and planning what he
might need to be able to build the wall. He set priorities and made a list of what was needed. He also
followed the rules and respected authority.

When it was time to take action, Nehemiah set out his priorities. He knew that the most important
thing was to build the wall, so he focused all of his efforts on that. He also knew that he needed to
keep the people motivated, so he held regular meetings and encouraged them to keep working.
Nehemiah's vision and plan were successful. The wall was rebuilt in just 52 days, and the people of
Jerusalem were overjoyed. Nehemiah had shown them that anything is possible if you have a vision, a
plan, and the determination to see it through.

As a leader, you should always plan for what you need before you start the action. Have a clear list of
what is needed and also follow the rules and respect authority.

3. Unite, inspire and encourage the people

Nehemiah's first step was to carefully inspect the wall of Jerusalem, assessing its condition and
identifying the extent of the work required. This thorough assessment allowed him to develop a clear
and achievable goal for the project. “Then | said to them, “You see the bad situation we are in, that
Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by fire. Come let us rebuild the wall of reproach.” I told
them how the hand of my God had been favorable to me and also about the king’s words which he had
spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us arise and build.” So they put their hands to the good work.”
Nehemiah 2:17-18

Once Nehemiah had a clear plan in mind, he shared his vision with the people. He spoke passionately
about the importance of rebuilding the wall, emphasizing the benefits it would bring to the
community. He shared his personal experiences, including the favor of God and the support of the
king, to instill confidence and trust.

Crucially, Nehemiah sought to align the goals of the people with his own. He encouraged them to
understand the reasons behind the work, emphasizing how it would benefit their lives and the future
of Jerusalem. By creating a shared sense of purpose, Nehemiah was able to unite the people and
inspire them to work together towards a common goal.
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Nehemiah's leadership strategy offers valuable insights for leaders today. Effective leaders should take
the time to study the situation and inspect the condition before initiating any project. They should set
clear and achievable goals, ensuring that everyone involved has a shared understanding of what needs
to be accomplished. Furthermore, leaders should actively encourage and inspire their teams. They
should communicate the reasons behind the work and help people understand how it aligns with their
personal and organizational goals. By creating a shared sense of purpose and inspiring a vision of a
better future, leaders can unite people and unlock their potential to accomplish great things.

4. Perseverance: Focus & don’t get distracted

In the midst of adversity and opposition, Nehemiah's unwavering focus and determination serve as a
testament to the power of staying on track. When faced with the ridicule and contempt of his enemies,
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem, Nehemiah refused to be swayed from his purpose. Drawing strength
from his faith in God, he boldly proclaimed that the God of heaven Himself would prosper their
endeavors, and that they, as His servants, would arise and build.

“But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the
Arab heard of it, they laughed at us and despised us, and said “What is this thing
that you are doing? Will you rebel against the King?”

So | answered them and said to them “ The God of heaven Himself will prosper us;
therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no heritage or right or
memorial in Jerusalem.” Nehemiah 2:19-20

Despite the enemies' mockery and attempts to undermine their work, Nehemiah remained steadfast
in his resolve. He recognized that the task before them was not without challenges, but he believed in
the power of unity and collaboration. Assigning different gates to different groups, he enabled the
people to work in parallel, thereby accelerating the construction of the wall.The mockery however did
not cease:

“Now it came about that when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall,
he became furious and very angry and mocked the Jews. He spoke in the
presence of his brothers and the wealthy men of Samaria and said, “What are
these feeble Jews doing? Are they going to restore it for themselves? Can they
offer sacrifices? Can they finish in a day? Can they revive the stones from the dusty
rubble, even the burned ones?” Now Tobiah the Ammonite was near him and he
said, "Even what they are building - if a fox should jump on it, he would break their
stone wall down!”Nehemiah 4: 1-3

Yet, Nehemiah persevered and united all once more to prayer: “Nevertheless we made our prayer to
our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night.” (Nehemiah 4:9) Nehemiah
understood the importance of protecting the morale and well-being of his people. To this end, he
prayed to God for divine intervention, seeking His defense and guidance. Recognizing that the
enemies' mockery could potentially demoralize the workers, he took proactive steps to ensure that
they did not feel discouraged or defeated.
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Nehemiah's exemplary leadership qualities shine through in his ability to stay focused on the work at
hand, his unwavering faith in God, his commitment to protecting his people, and his willingness to
adapt and innovate in the face of obstacles.

5. Humility: Reevaluate & update the plan

Nehemiah demonstrated strong leadership by taking decisive action to protect the city and its
inhabitants (Chapter 4:13-23). This process involved:

1. Assessment of Risks: Nehemiah carefully analyzed the threats posed by his
enemies and identified areas of vulnerability in his plan. He recognized that the
builders were exposed to attacks while working on the walls.

2. Division of Labor: To mitigate these risks, Nehemiah divided the people into two
groups: one group responsible for building the walls and the other for guarding the
city. This strategic division of labor allowed for both construction to continue and
security to be maintained.

3. Preparation for Defense: Nehemiah instructed the builders to keep their weapons
ready at all times. He also implemented a communication system using trumpets
to signal an attack, ensuring that everyone could respond quickly and effectively.

Recognizing the persistent threat, he strategically assigned multiple groups to guard different gates,
ensuring comprehensive coverage and minimizing vulnerabilities. He divided responsibilities
effectively, designating specific individuals for building and others for guarding, optimizing
productivity and security.

Emphasizing preparedness, Nehemiah instructed the builders to keep their weapons readily
accessible, enabling them to respond swiftly to any potential attack. Implementing a clear
communication system, he utilized a trumpet to signal alerts and coordinate defense efforts in case of
an emergency.

Proactively managing risks, Nehemiah continuously reevaluated his plan and made necessary
adjustments to address evolving circumstances. He identified potential dangers and provided
guidance on how to mitigate them, equipping the people with the knowledge and strategies to
navigate challenges effectively. Transparent and inclusive in his leadership, he openly shared the risks
with the community, fostering trust and encouraging collective responsibility for their safety and
well-being.

6. Deal with the surprises

Nehemiah confronted unexpected challenges that threatened the success of his mission to rebuild
Jerusalem. In the face of these surprises, he demonstrated remarkable resilience and wisdom. In the
book of Nehemiah, we encounter a passage where he addresses the exploitation of his fellow Israelites
by their own leaders, who were exacting usury from them.
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““And | became very angry when | heard their outcry and these words. After serious
thought, | rebuked the nobles and rulers, and said to them, “Each of you is exacting
usury from his brother.” So I called a great assembly against them. 8 And | said to
them, “According to our ability we have redeemed our Jewish brethren who were
sold to the nations. Now indeed, will you even sell your brethren? Or should they be
sold to us?9 Then I said, “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the
fear of our God because of the reproach of the nations, our enemies?” Nehemiah
5:6-9

Nehemiah recognized the injustice of this situation and the potential for it to bring reproach upon the
Israelites from their gentile enemies. With righteous anger, he called a great assembly and confronted
the nobles and rulers, demanding that they cease their oppressive practices. Their respond was
immediate: “But through Nehemiah’s strength of leadership the people followed him. “So they said, “We
will restore it, and will require nothing from them; we will do as you say.” Nehemiah 5:12

Nehemiah's leadership shines through in his ability to address internal issues promptly and firmly. He
understood that as a leader, he had a responsibility to ensure justice and maintain the integrity of the
community. This is no easy feat. By addressing the problem of usury head-on, he demonstrated his
commitment to the well-being of his people.

However, Nehemiah's challenges did not end there. He also encountered a conspiracy to kill him,
orchestrated by Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem, who sought to discourage and disrupt the work of
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 6:1-9). Nehemiah faced these threats with unwavering
determination, seeking strength from God and refusing to be intimidated by his enemies: “For they all
wanted to frighten us. Thinking they will become discouraged with the work and it will not be done. But
now O God, strengthen my hands.” Nehemiah 6:9

Despite the relentless opposition, Nehemiah remained focused on his mission. He recognized that the
true enemy was not those who plotted against him but Satan, the adversary who sought to hinder the
work of God. Nehemiah chose to keep his focus on the task at hand, knowing that the Lord was his
refuge and strength.

As a leader, Nehemiah teaches us how to face unexpected surprises. He emphasizes the importance of
addressing internal issues promptly and firmly, starting with self-reflection and leading by example.
He also reminds us of the need to be vigilant against external threats and to seek strength from God in
times of adversity.

7. Organization & Setting Rules

1. Gathering and Registration:

After the wall was built and the doors hung, Nehemiah appointed gatekeepers, singers and Levites, the
faithful people in charge of Jerusalem. Nehemiah recognized the need to gather and register the
nobles, rulers, and people: And my God put into my heart to gather the nobles, and the rulers and the
people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy..” Nehemiah 7:5 This act of organizing and
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documenting the community ensured order and accountability. It allowed for a clear understanding of
who was responsible for what and provided a solid foundation for future tasks.

2. Assignment of Responsibilities:

Nehemiah instructed them when to open the city doors and appointed guards at the doors and in
front of the houses. He appointed gatekeepers, singers, and Levites to take care of the city's daily
operations. He entrusted these faithful people with specific responsibilities, ensuring that the city
would function smoothly and securely. This delegation of authority demonstrated his trust in his
people and his commitment to empowering them.

3. Humility and Gratitude:

Nehemiah's actions after completing the wall reveal his humility and gratitude. He did not seek to
glorify himself or remain in power but instead gave credit to God for the work's success. This attitude
reminds leaders to recognize that their achievements are a result of divine guidance and that they
should always remain humble and grateful.

4, Celebration and Dedication:

Nehemiah organized a grand celebration and dedication ceremony to mark the completion of the wall.
“Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom
nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow for the joy of the Lord is your
strength.” Nehemiah 8:10 This event brought the community together, fostering unity and a sense of
accomplishment. It also served as a reminder of the importance of dedicating their work to God and
seeking His blessings.

Nehemiah's example teaches us several essential lessons for leaders:

e Establish clear organizational structures and responsibilities to ensure accountability and
efficiency.

e Celebrate successes and acknowledge the contributions of others, fostering a positive and
motivating work environment.

e Delegate tasks and empower team members, trusting them to take ownership and make
meaningful contributions.
Remain humble, recognizing that true success comes from divine guidance and support.
Take time to celebrate milestones and achievements, bringing the team together and
reinforcing a sense of purpose.

8. Follow up on the achievement

After successfully rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem and restoring order to the city, Nehemiah realized
the importance of following up on his accomplishments and ensuring their sustainability. However,
several problems arose that threatened the progress that had been made. One issue was the presence
of Tobiah, an Ammonite official who had previously opposed Nehemiah's efforts. Tobiah had been
granted a room within the temple complex, which was a violation of Jewish law. This act not only
compromised the sanctity of the temple but also provided Tobiah with a foothold within the city.

142



Another problem was the neglect of the house of God. The Levites and singers, who were responsible
for leading worship and maintaining the temple, had abandoned their duties and returned to their
fields. This resulted in a lack of religious observance and a decline in spiritual fervor among the
people. Additionally, the Sabbath was being desecrated as people engaged in work and trade on this
holy day. Moreover, some Jews were marrying foreign women, which was forbidden by Jewish law.
These actions threatened the distinctiveness and unity of the Jewish community.

Recognizing the gravity of these issues, Nehemiah decided to return to Jerusalem after some time in
Babylon where he had resumed his position. He sought permission from King Artaxerxes to return and
address the problems that had arisen. Upon his arrival in Jerusalem, Nehemiah was deeply grieved
when he learned about the extent of the evil that had been done by Eliashib, the high priest. Eliashib
had not only allowed Tobiah to occupy a room in the temple but had also prepared a lavish space for
him. This room had been used to store grain offerings, frankincense, religious articles, tithes, and
offerings for the Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and priests.

Nehemiah took decisive action to correct these issues. He ordered Tobiah to be expelled from the
temple, and the rooms were thoroughly cleaned and restored to their original purpose. He then
summoned the Levites and singers and urged them to return to their duties. He also ensured that the
city gates were not opened on the Sabbath, preventing people from engaging in work and trade on
that day.

Furthermore, Nehemiah addressed the issue of intermarriage by confronting the people who had
married foreign women. He firmly reminded them of God's law and the importance of preserving the
purity and distinctiveness of the Jewish community. He urged them to take an oath not to marry
outside the Jewish faith.

An Exemplary Leader

The book of Nehemiah is not only a historical account of Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem but also
about re-establishing God’s people both physically and spiritually. His relationship with God is what
guides him to be a successful leader. We learn key precepts of leadership by examining Nehemiah’s
plans and acts.

We can learn a lot from the Book of Nehemiah. Nehemiah himself is a great example for any modern
successful leader. He shows the importance of accountability and confidence. He illustrates the
importance of having a clear vision and strategic planning. He showed courage in the face of danger
and he had courage to bear the responsibility of leadership. He focused on his plans and influenced
the people around him through excellent communication skills. He had humility and integrity and
showed positivity and resiliency when doubters emerged. He was able to adapt to changes, cooperate
with others and delegate duties. In the end he successfully followed up the achievement.

E Review Questions
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What is Nehemiah a good symbol of? [A. He is a good symbol of prosperity, success
and leadership]

What made his heart break? [A. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its
gates are burned with fire]

Did Nehemiah consider the sins of the Jews to be his own? Why was this important?
[A. Yes. Nehemiah was so humble to consider the sins of the Jews as his sins.]

How did the King react to Nehemiah? [A. The King gave him letters to pass between
cities and he appointed him as a Governor and gave him horses and guards to
escort him on his journey from Persia to Jerusalem]

What is the purpose of having a vision and a plan? [A. It provides inspiration and
motivation to keep going. People are likely to work harder when they have targets to
meet.]

What was the strength of Nehemiah’s plan? [A. Nehemiah remained focused on his
work and prayed to God to defend the work.]

What did Nehmiah do to protect the wall and the people? [A. He assigned different
gates to different groups to build the wall in parallel to speed up the building.]

What important lessons do we learn from Nehemiah about leadership? [A. He shows
the importance of accountability and confidence. He illustrates the importance of
having a clear vision and strategic planning. He showed courage in the face of
danger and he had courage to bear the responsibility of leadership. He focused on
his plans and influenced the people around him through excellent communication
skills. He had humility and integrity and showed positivity and resiliency when
doubters emerged. He was able to adapt to changes, cooperate with others and
delegate duties.]
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BIBL104 - Kings & Leaders

Service in the life of Mordecal

BIBLE BASICS

Introduction: Leadership When God Appears Silent

The Book of Esther presents one of the best biblical examples of God’s hidden work in history. Unlike
many other books of Scripture, God’s name is never explicitly mentioned. Yet His presence governs
every event. This silence is intentional. It teaches us that when God appears quiet, He is often working
most powerfully behind the scenes.

At the heart of this story stands Mordecai, a man with no throne, no title, and no public authority, yet
whose faithfulness became the means through which God preserved His people. Mordecai’s life
reveals how God forms leaders not through power, but through obedience, humility, and steadfast
faith.

Who is Mordecai?

Mordecai is introduced by carefully listing his lineage, reminding us that identity matters deeply in
God’s economy. Mordecai is not an isolated individual; he belongs to a covenant people with a shared
history of suffering, promise, and hope.

Before examining Mordecai’s actions, we must first understand who he is and where he comes from:

e Son of Jair, Son of Shimei, Son of Kish of the tribe of Benjamin

e 4th generation of the Jews who were taken captive by the Babylonians

e Captivity was about 48-70 years long, until Persia overtook Babylon under King Cyrus and let
the Jews free

e Mordecai’s family decided not to go back to Jerusalem and stayed instead in the land of Persia
and Media

These details are not incidental. Mordecai belongs to a generation that had grown up in exile. Although
the opportunity to return to Jerusalem existed, his family remained behind. This decision caused
many Jews who returned to look down upon those who stayed, often viewing them as spiritually
inferior or compromised. In this sense, Mordecai lived as a rejected Jew, dwelling among foreign
people, carrying both the pain of exile and the misunderstanding of his own community.

Service begins before the Spotlight
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Scripture then draws our attention to Mordecai’s personal life, revealing that his leadership began not
in public action, but in private faithfulness:

“And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she had
neither father nor mother. The young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father
and mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.” (Esther 2:7)

This verse reveals the heart of Mordecai. He did not simply care for Esther temporarily; he took her as
his own daughter, assuming lifelong responsibility for her spiritual and emotional growth. Long before
Esther would stand before a king, she was shaped by the faithfulness of a servant. He brought her up in
the fear of the Lord.

Mordecai later convinced Esther to enter the king’s “beauty pageant.” This decision was not motivated
by ambition or desire for status, but by spiritual discernment. Although neither Mordecai nor Esther
could yet see God’s full plan, they acted faithfully with what they had been given.

God often prepares deliverance quietly, long before crisis arrives.

Faithfulness Without Immediate Reward

Mordecai’s service extended beyond his household into the public life of the kingdom:

“In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king’s gate, two of the king’s
eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on
King Ahasuerus. So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and
Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name. And when an inquiry was made into the
matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the
book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.” (Esther 2:21-23)

Through attentiveness and integrity, Mordecai uncovered a plot to assassinate the king. He
immediately reported it through Esther, thereby saving the king’s life. The conspirators were executed,
and the event was recorded in the royal chronicles.

Yet Mordecai received no reward.

This moment is critical. God allows Mordecai’s faithfulness to remain unrewarded for a time, teaching
us that obedience is not always followed by immediate recognition. Heaven records what earth
forgets.

Faithfulness Under Pressure

The crisis deepens when Mordecai refuses to bow before Haman:

“When “When Haman saw that Mordecaidid not bow or pay him homage, Haman
was filled with wrath. But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told
him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews
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who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai.” (Esther
3:5-6)

At this point in history, the rise of new political powers often included the rise of new gods. Bowing
was not merely political obedience; it was an act of worship. Mordecai’s refusal mirrors the faithfulness
of the three youths in Babylon and Daniel in the lions’ den.

This temptation did not end in ancient times. Today, we are also pressured to bow:

to work

to school

to stress

to pressure

to admiration from others
to certain vices

Mordecai teaches us that faithfulness may come at great cost, but compromise always costs more.

Faithfulness Expressed in Action

Mordecai’s service unfolds through a series of faithful choices:

He took care of his orphaned cousin

He protected the king without requesting a reward or glory
He refused to bow down to anybody but God

He pleaded on behalf of the Jewish people to Esther

Each of these actions appears small on its own. Together, they reveal a life completely surrendered to
God. Mordecai does not act impulsively or arrogantly; he responds to crisis with prayer, fasting, and
trust in God’s providence.

True leadership is often exercised quietly, consistently, and without applause.

Sweating the Small Stuff

Unlike many other books of Scripture, Esther does not explicitly mention God’s name. This section of
the story teaches us to pay attention to what may seem insignificant or coincidental. What appears
small, delayed, or forgotten in human eyes is often central in God’s plan.

The sequence unfolds carefully and deliberately:

Haman’s pride is injured because Mordecai wouldn’t bow
A decree is written to destroy all the Jews

Mordecai can’t sleep

The king can’t sleep

The history books are read

They find the record of Mordecai’s faithfulness
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e The king cannot rest until Mordecai is rewarded

Each step builds upon the previous one. Haman’s wounded pride escalates into genocidal hatred.
Mordecai’s faithfulness, which once seemed to bring only danger, now becomes the very reason God
intervenes. The king’s sleeplessness, an event that appears trivial, becomes a turning point of the
Israelites.

There is an irony that the king’s conscience is awakened not by divine vision, but by a simple reading
of forgotten records. What humans forgot, God preserved. What was unrewarded, God refused to leave
unresolved.

Remember who this king truly was:

e He partied for 180 days
e Heremoved his queen in anger
e He lived for pleasure and pride

This contrast is stark. If even such a king, who is morally unstable, self-indulgent, and impulsive,
cannot rest until justice is done for a faithful servant, how much more will God remember His faithful
servants?

God Has a Sense of Humor: Esther 6

In Esther 6, God’s justice is revealed through irony rather than force. At this point in the story, the
plans of heaven and the plans of evil collide:

Haman plans Mordecai’s execution

The king plans Mordecai’s honor

Haman designs the honor thinking it is for himself
The king commands him to give it to Mordecai

The irony is complete.
Pride Exposed, Faithfulness Vindicated

Driven by pride, Haman cannot imagine honor being granted to anyone but himself. When the king
asks:

“What shall be done for the man whom the king delights to honor?”
(Esther 6:6, NKJV)

Haman’s heart answers before his lips ever do.

“Now Haman thought in his heart, ‘Whom would the king delight to honor more than
me?’”
(Esther 6:6, NKJV)
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What follows is the full exposure of Haman’s inner world. He does not suggest an act of service, charity,
or humility. Instead, he describes royal imitation, such as robes, crown, horse, public proclamation,
everything that mirrors kingship itself:

“For the man whom the king delights to honor, let a royal robe be brought which the king
has worn, and a horse on which the king has ridden... Then let this robe and horse be
delivered to the hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, that he may array the man
whom the king delights to honor. Then parade him on horseback through the city square,
and proclaim before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to
honor!””

(Esther 6:7-9, NKJV)

Haman’s proposal reveals his deepest desire. Not to serve the king, but to be seen as equal to the
king. Pride always reaches for glory it has not been given.

Divine Reversal
Then comes the turning point—the sentence that collapses Haman’s world:

“Then the king said to Haman, ‘Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as you have
suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew... Leave nothing undone of all that you have
spoken.”

(Esther 6:10, NKJV)

The persecutor becomes the herald.
The schemer becomes the servant.
The proud man must publicly exalt the one he intended to destroy.

“So Haman took the robe and the horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback
through the city square, and proclaimed before him...”
(Esther 6:11, NKJV)

God does not merely stop injustice—He inverts it.

This moment reveals something essential about God’s dealings with His faithful servants. God’s care
for Mordecai reaches a point where it must overflow into public vindication. Justice delayed is not
justice denied; it is justice perfected in God’s timing.

The honor intended—by pride—for the persecutor is given instead to the faithful servant.
What unfolds silently in Esther 6 is later spoken plainly by Christ Himself:

“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”
(Luke 14:11, NKJV)
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And again:

“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”
(Matthew 23:12, NKJV)

Mordecai never asked for honor.
He never demanded recognition.
He simply remained faithful.

Haman grasped at glory—and lost everything.

The Kingdom of Persia

The Book of Esther unfolds entirely within the Kingdom of Persia. Persia represents a worldly kingdom
driven by pleasure, power, image, and pride. By observing the king and his officials, we gain insight
into the character of the ruler shaping the culture beneath him.

Haman emerges as the embodiment of this kingdom:

e hungry for wealth
e desperate for recognition
e demanding submission

Haman’s obsession with honor and control reflects the values of the world he inhabits. He cannot
tolerate refusal, humility, or resistance but is always seeking glory that does not belong to him.

In contrast, Mordecai stands as a quiet witness to righteousness:

e refusing compromise
e resisting temptation
e remaining faithful despite danger

This reveals two opposing kingdoms: one built on pride and domination, the other on faithfulness and
obedience. The same contrast exists today. We still live in worldly systems that demand our allegiance,
our compromise, and our worship.

The question remains timeless: Who will we bow to?

Mordecai as a Symbol of Christ

The Rejected Savior

Through the book of Esther, Mordecai becomes a powerful foreshadowing of Christ Himself, revealing
how God saves through rejection rather than acceptance, humility rather than power.

Mordecai reflects this pattern clearly:
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rejected by his people

persecuted by evil

humbled in sackcloth

honored through suffering

victorious through the instrument meant to destroy him

Mordecai’s humiliation precedes his exaltation, just as Christ’s suffering precedes His glory. Mordecai is
raised up through the very gallows prepared for his death. Likewise, Christ defeats the devil through
the Cross raised to destroy Him.

This pattern is central to God’s redemptive work: what evil intends for destruction, God transforms into
victory.

The Rejected Stone Becomes the Chief Cornerstone
God often chooses what the world rejects in order to accomplish salvation.
God uses:

David, overlooked and too young

Joseph, betrayed and imprisoned

Moses, hidden and exiled

the fishermen, uneducated and dismissed
Mordecai, rejected and overlooked

Through these servants, God demonstrates that true worth is not defined by human approval.
Mordecai receives royal honor not because he sought it, but because he was faithful without it.

In the same way, God bestows royalty upon us—not because we deserve it, but because He adopts us
as His children. As heirs of the King, we are called to live with faithfulness, humility, and courage.

One day, God will honor His faithful servants before all heaven. Until then, Mordecai’s life teaches us to
remain steadfast, trusting that God sees, God remembers, and God rewards.

E Review Questions

1. How did Modechai relate to Esther? Her cousin
How did Mordecai know of the plot against the king? He was checking on Esther
when she moved to the palace.

3. How did the king reward Mordecai at first? The kprince no forgot to reward Mordecai
at first.

4. What did Esther ask Mordecai to do until she meet the king? She asked him to fast
and pray on her behalf for three days.

5. How did the king remember to reward Mordecai for saving him? One night the king
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couldn’t go to sleep so he asked to read the king’s history book for him. him.
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2.1 New Testament: From Resurrection to Redemption

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

BIBLE BASICS

Overview

The Christian life after the Resurrection is not a moral program, nor a philosophical system. It is life in
the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, there is no true faith, no repentance, no sanctification, no
confession of Christ, and no growth in holiness. Everything that the Church lives, teaches, and
transmits flows from the presence and work of the Holy Spirit within her.

How Do We Obtain the Grace of the Holy Spirit?

The Lord Himself directs us to the primary doorway through which the grace of the Holy Spirit enters
the human heart: prayer rooted in trust and humility.

“Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”
(John 16:24b, NKJV)

This asking is not casual. It is the asking of a child who knows that the Father desires his salvation
more than he desires it himself.

“...what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if
he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask Him!”

(Matthew 7:9-11, NKJV)

The “good things” Christ speaks of are not worldly comforts, but the grace of the Holy Spirit Himself.
Therefore, the grace of the Holy Spirit comes to us through prayer, especially prayer that is
accompanied by repentance, humility, and obedience.

What Are the Functions of the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is not optional in the Christian life. He is essential. Christ calls Him the Comforter
(Parakletos), meaning the One who stands beside us, defends us, guides us, and strengthens us.

“But the Comforter (Gr. Parakletos), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to
you.”

(John 14:26, NKJV)
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The Holy Spirit:

Teaches us divine truth
Reminds us of Christ’s words
Preserves sound doctrine
Guards the Church from error

Christ further explains that the coming of the Holy Spirit is directly tied to His own departure:

“Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you. And when He
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”

(John 16:7-8, NKJV)

The Holy Spirit convicts, not to crush, but to heal, as an act of divine mercy.
The Spirit is also the agent of sanctification:

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth.”

(2 Thessalonians 2:13, NKJV)

Without the Holy Spirit, holiness is impossible.
And even the most basic confession of faith depends entirely on Him:

“Therefore | make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”
(1 Corinthians 12:3, NKJV)

What Are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit?

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are manifestations of His grace, given not as rewards for holiness, but as
tools for service, growth, and the edification of the Church.

The prophet Isaiah reveals the sevenfold grace of the Spirit resting upon the Messiah:

“The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

The Spirit of counsel and might,

The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.”
(Isaiah 11:2, NKJV)

These gifts are not abstract qualities. They shape the soul:

e Wisdom orders life toward God
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Understanding penetrates divine truth
Counsel discerns the right path

Might strengthens perseverance

Knowledge aligns life with God’s will

Fear of the Lord humbles the heart before God

Saint Paul explains that these gifts appear concretely in the Church:

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all...”
(1 Corinthians 12:7-10, NKJV)

These gifts differ, but their source is one Spirit, and their purpose is one Body.

“And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers...”
(1 Corinthians 12:28, NKJV)

The gifts are entrusted to us as stewardship:

“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.”
(1 Peter 4:10, NKJV)

Gifts without humility become dangerous; gifts without love become noise.
The Gifts According to Isaiah: A Patristic Vision

Here the Church listens carefully to the Fathers.

St. Gregory the Great teaches:

“There are seven steps to the gate because the way to heavenly life is opened to us
through the sevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit...

‘The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and strength, the Spirit of
knowledge and piety, and the Spirit of the fear of the Lord will fill Him.

[Isaiah] is speaking here from the perspective of heaven, clearly numbering the steps in
descending rather than ascending order... because it is written, ‘The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom’

...The way consists beyond doubt in ascending from fear to wisdom... for wisdom surely
has perfect charity. It is also written: ‘Perfect charity casts out fear’

The prophet, therefore, because he reasoned from heavenly realities to the lower things,
began with wisdom and descended toward fear.”

This teaches us a vital spiritual law:

e Grace descends from God
e Growth ascends in the soul
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We begin with fear, and are perfected in love.

The Four Sins Against the Holy Spirit

Before enumerating the sins against the Holy Spirit, it is essential to understand a foundational truth:
the Holy Spirit is the active agent of salvation in the human heart. He leads to faith, convicts of sin,
grants repentance, sanctifies the believer, preserves sound doctrine, and comforts the soul. Therefore,
sins against the Holy Spirit are not merely moral failures; they are direct resistance to the very work by
which God saves us.

For this reason, Scripture presents these sins not as isolated acts, but as a progressive spiritual
descent. Each stage represents a deeper, more entrenched rejection of divine grace. The danger
increases not because God becomes less merciful, but because the human heart becomes less
responsive.

The four sins against the Holy Spirit revealed in Scripture are:

Resisting the Holy Spirit

Grieving the Holy Spirit

Quenching the Holy Spirit
Blaspheming against the Holy Spirit

el A

“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit;
as your fathers did, so do you.”
(Acts 7:51, NKJV)

The Holy Spirit works to lead us to repentance, to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His divinity, to
sanctification, to sound doctrine, and to divine comfort. To resist Him, therefore, is to resist salvation
itself.

1. Resisting the Holy Spirit

Resisting the Holy Spirit is the first and most common sin against Him. It occurs when a person
actively or passively rejects the Spirit’s work in the heart, especially at moments of conviction,
teaching, or calling.

When | resist the Holy Spirit, | resist:

Faith

Repentance

Sanctification

Sound doctrine and true teaching
Comfort

This resistance is not always loud or dramatic. Often, it begins quietly through delay, rationalization, or
stubborn attachment to sin. Yet its consequences are very real.
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A. Resisting Faith and the Confession of Christ
St. Paul teaches clearly that faith itself is impossible apart from the Holy Spirit:

“Therefore | make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”
(1 Corinthians 12:3, NKJV)

If I resist the Holy Spirit, | cannot truly confess the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not merely a
verbal confession, but a confession of heart, mind, and life.

“By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh is not of God.”

(1 John 4:2, NKJV)

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.”
(1 John 4:15, NKJV)

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him | will also confess before My Father
who is in heaven.”
(Matthew 10:32, NKJV)

To resist the Holy Spirit is to resist the very power that enables this confession.

B. Resisting Conviction of Sin

Another essential work of the Holy Spirit is conviction, not condemnation, againt loving exposure of
sin for the sake of healing.

“And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment.”
(John 16:8, NKJV)

The Holy Spirit convicts me before | fall into sin and after | fall into sin, calling me back to repentance.
When | resist this conviction, sin becomes habitual, the conscience dull, and the heart hardened.

Scripture describes the end of such resistance starkly:

“How much less man, who is abominable and filthy,
Who drinks iniquity like water!”
(Job 15:16, NKJV)

“Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad,;
for a tree is known by its fruit... For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”
(Matthew 12:33-34, NKJV)
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What | repeatedly resist, | eventually normalize.

C. Resisting the Filling of the Heart with Good Treasure
The Lord teaches that the heart is a treasury, not an empty space.

How do | make the tree of my life good?
I must fill it with the Holy Spirit.

The Church prays in the Third Hour litanies, addressing the Holy Spirit as:
“...the treasury of good things and the Life-Giver.”
This “good treasure” is the Holy Spirit Himself.

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out
of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks.”

(Luke 6:45, NKJV)

If | resist the Holy Spirit, my heart will not remain neutral. It will be filled instead with iniquity, sinful
imagination, corrupt thoughts, harmful words, and disordered desires. These will inevitably manifest
in my behavior, relationships, speech, and conduct.

D. Resisting His Word by Trusting My Own Mind
The Holy Spirit is not only the Comforter; He is the Teacher.

“But the Comforter (Gr. Parakletos), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to
you.”

(John 14:26, NKJV)

When | resist the Holy Spirit, | begin to listen to my own mind, my own desires, and my own self-made
doctrines instead of the sound doctrine revealed by God.

St. Augustine explains this distinction with great clarity:

“So then the Son speaks, the Holy Spirit teaches. When the Son speaks, we take in the
words; when the Holy Spirit teaches, we understand those words.”

Scripture warns against relying on self-derived wisdom:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding.”
(Proverbs 3:5, NKJV)
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“A fool has no delight in understanding, But in expressing his own heart.”
(Proverbs 18:2, NKJV)

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness... Professing to be
wise, they became fools...”

(Romans 1:18, 21-22, 25, NKJV)

To resist the Holy Spirit here is to make oneself one’s own god.

E. Resisting Sanctification and Losing Comfort
The Holy Spirit is the sanctifier of the believer:

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth.”

(2 Thessalonians 2:13, NKJV)

When [ resist the Holy Spirit, | resist holiness itself. The heart becomes defiled, impure, and restless.
And because the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, resisting Him results in the loss of peace, joy, hope, and
consolation—fruits that only He can produce.

2. Grieving the Holy Spirit
If resistance becomes persistent, it deepens into grieving the Holy Spirit.

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.”
(Ephesians 4:30, NKJV)

This grief is not weakness in God, but sorrow born of love. Like a father who repeatedly instructs a
stubborn son, the Holy Spirit grieves when His guidance is consistently rejected.

Christ Himself wept over Jerusalem:

“If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your
peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes... because you did not know the time of
your visitation.”

(Luke 19:41-44, NKJV)

Grieving the Holy Spirit means ignoring the time of visitation, the moments when grace knocks on the
door of the heart.

3. Quenching the Holy Spirit
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If grieving continues unchecked, the heart reaches the stage of quenching the Holy Spirit.

At this stage, the Spirit no longer rebukes or convicts as before. The person is left to his own will, not as
freedom, but as judgment.

“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly
gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit...”
(Hebrews 6:4-6, NKJV)

“For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it... but if it bears thorns
and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed...”
(Hebrews 6:7-8, NKJV)

Saint Paul says “near”, not “beyond,” indicating that repentance is difficult but not impossible.

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; | will take the heart of stone
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”
(Ezekiel 36:26, NKJV)

St. John Chrysostom teaches us how to avoid reaching this stage:

“But let us all humble our own souls by almsgiving and forgiving our neighbors their
trespasses... for he knew himself to be a man, and inasmuch as his heart had been made
contrite, he continued mourning.”

4, Blaspheming Against the Holy Spirit

Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is final, persistent, unrepented resistance until the end of life.

“Therefore | say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy
against the Spirit will not be forgiven men...”
(Matthew 12:31-32, NKJV)

This is not a single word or act, but a lifelong refusal to repent.

If | speak against the Son of Man, the Holy Spirit can still lead me to repentance. But if | resist the Holy
Spirit who leads me to repentance, who then will lead me to repentance?

St. Augustine explains with great precision:

“Against this unmerited gift... it is unrepentance that is a blasphemy against the Spirit...
This refusal to repent has absolutely no forgiveness, neither in this age nor in the age to
come, because repentance obtains forgiveness in this world in preparation for the next.”

Where there is no repentance, there can be no forgiveness.
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E Review Questions

10.

Why are sins against the Holy Spirit considered especially dangerous?

[Because the Holy Spirit is the One who leads us to faith, repentance, sanctification, and
salvation.]

What is the common theme behind all sins against the Holy Spirit?

[They are all forms of resisting the saving work of the Holy Spirit in the human heart.]

What are the four sins against the Holy Spirit mentioned in Scripture?

[Resisting, grieving, quenching, and blaspheming against the Holy Spirit.]

What does it mean to resist the Holy Spirit?

[To reject His work in faith, repentance, sound doctrine, sanctification, and comfort.]

Why is confession of Christ impossible without the Holy Spirit?

[Because no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.]

What happens when a person continually resists the conviction of the Holy Spirit?

[The heart becomes hardened, sin becomes habitual, and repentance becomes difficult.]
What does it mean to grieve the Holy Spirit?

[To repeatedly ignore or reject His guidance, causing sorrow because His saving work is
refused.]

What is meant by quenching the Holy Spirit?

[Reaching a stage where the Holy Spirit no longer convicts or rebukes because of persistent
resistance.]

Why is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit not forgiven?

[Because it is final refusal to repent, and without repentance there can be no forgiveness.]
What gives hope even to those who have quenched the Holy Spirit?

[God’s power to give a new heart and restore repentance if the person returns to Him.]

162



BIBL201 - New Testament: From Resurrection to Redemption

Appearances of the
Resurrected Lord

BIBLE BASICS

Introduction: Christ’s Appearances After the Resurrection

After the Resurrection, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to many people for forty days. We cannot tell
exactly how many times Jesus appeared after His Resurrection, since not every event was mentioned
in the Bible. In this topic, we will look at some of Christ’s appearances after the Resurrection and how
we can benefit from them in our lives and in our service.

These appearances are not merely historical details. They are pastoral encounters by which Christ:

e confirms the truth of His Resurrection,
e heals fear and doubt,

e restores broken disciples,

e establishes the Church’s mission,

e and prepares the disciples for the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Why Did Jesus Appear After His Resurrection?

Before listing reasons, we should frame the question theologically:

Christ’s Resurrection is the foundation of Christian faith, and Christ’s appearances are the Lord’s own
pastoral “teaching plan” for His disciples. The disciples were not yet strong. They were confused,
fearful, and scattered. Therefore, the Lord appeared repeatedly—each time carrying a specific
medicine for the soul.

Reasons for Jesus’ Appearances After the Resurrection

1) Proof of Resurrection

There were rumors among the Jews that His disciples came at night and stole His body. So Jesus
appeared to many people to prove His Resurrection. These appearances dispelled doubts,
strengthened faith, and established the truth that He truly conquered death.
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This is why later the apostolic preaching insists that the Resurrection was witnessed, proclaimed, and
confessed publicly (see 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 below). The Church does not preach an idea; she
preaches a seen and testified reality.

2) Revelation of His Glorified Body
Here we preserve your important point:

The church fathers say that before the crucifixion, Jesus was proving His Divinity. But after the
Resurrection, He was proving His Humanity.

After the Resurrection, Christ shows that He is truly alive in His own glorified body:

He asked Thomas to touch His wounds.

At the Sea of Tiberias, Jesus ate with them.

He entered the upper room while the doors were shut.
He told Mary Magdalene not to cling to Him.

These events teach us two truths held together:

1. The Resurrection is physical and real (He is not a spirit or illusion).
2. Theresurrected body is glorified and transformed (no longer limited by corruption and
death).

So Christ is not merely “back.” He is risen in glory.
3) Establishment of the Church

The third reason why Jesus appeared after the Resurrection is to establish the Church. During the holy
forty days, Jesus was teaching His disciples and assuring them that He is the Living God. He was
confirming them in the faith—as He appeared to Thomas to cure his doubt. And as He appeared to
Peter to call him back again to service: “Tend My sheep... Feed My sheep.”

Christ had to bring His disciples back together to start serving and spreading the Word of God all over
the world. The Resurrection does not produce passive admirers; it creates witnesses and servants.

Christ’s appearances show us that the Church is built on:

truth (Christ truly rose),

healing (fear and doubt are restored),

mission (the Gospel must be preached),

and grace (Christ Himself gathers and strengthens His servants).

Who Did Jesus Appear To After the Resurrection?

Before listing appearances, we frame the purpose of this list:
The appearances of Christ are not random. Each appearance carries a message—joy, peace, hope,
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restoration, and mission. As servants, we do not only teach what happened; we learn how Christ deals
with people, because that becomes our model in service.

1) Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (Resurrection morning)

“Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the
door, and sat on it. His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.
And the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. But the angel answered
and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord
lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is
going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, | have told you.” So they
went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples
word. And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!”
So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.””
(Matthew 28:1-10, NKJV)

Jesus rewarded them for their diligent act—coming early to honor His Body. They were the first to
receive the good news of the Resurrection. They saw Jesus Himself and touched Him. This teaches us
that love, diligence, and seeking Christ early are not forgotten by God.

As servants, it also teaches: the first witnesses were not political leaders or scholars, but faithful
hearts. Christ entrusts His joy to those who love Him.

2) Mary Magdalene (second time, Resurrection morning)

“Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have
carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and | will take Him away.” Jesus said
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher).Jesus
said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for | have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My
brethren and say to them, ‘1 am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God
and your God. ” Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord,
and that He had spoken these things to her.”

(John 20:14-18, NKJV)

You noted: Mary waited at the tomb crying; angels asked, “why are you weeping?”; she saw Jesus but

thought He was the gardener. This moment is deeply pastoral: sorrow can blind us, even when Christ is
near.
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The message of the Resurrection is not only “He rose,” but also: “Do not be afraid.” If Christ conquered
death, then the biggest enemy is defeated—so every smaller fear must be reinterpreted in that light.

® Rejoice, do not be afraid
e We should rejoice in the Lord regardless of the situation
e Focuson the Lord, our Savior

Mary Magdalene did not realize Christ because she was not looking at Him—her grief dominated her
vision. This becomes a rule for spiritual life: when the heart is swallowed by circumstance, it can fail to
recognize the Lord’s presence.

You connected this powerfully to St. Peter: he walked on water while focusing on Christ, but sank when
looking at the wind and waves (Matthew 14:22-33). The same spiritual principle applies: focus
determines stability.

And you rightly applied this to our current anxieties (pandemic, layoffs, sickness, worries): the Church
does not deny tribulation, but she refuses despair, because the Resurrection is real.

You cited Philippians and John. Here are the verses in NKJV form where you quoted them partially:

“For | have learned in whatever state | am, to be content:”
(Philippians 4:11, NKJV)

“These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33, NKJV)

And since you referenced 2 Corinthians 12:9, here is the verse verbatim NKJV (to anchor your line
accurately):

“And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore most gladly | will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.”
(2 Corinthians 12:9, NKJV)

In our service:
The servant who believes the Resurrection must become a bearer of Resurrection peace.

e Always carry the message of joy and happiness
e Message of hope during the hard time
e Message that our God is mighty and merciful

Our students often live with hidden fear—family stress, identity confusion, academic pressure,
loneliness. The servant brings them not mere positivity, but Resurrection truth: Christ is alive, Christ is
present, Christ is victorious. That is why “Rejoice” is not emotional hype; it is theological reality.

3) The two disciples of Emmaus (Resurrection day)
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“Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus,
which was seven miles from Jerusalem...”
(Luke 24:13-35, NKJV)

(Your full Luke 24:13-35 is already verbatim and is retained.)

These disciples heard the testimony of the women and knew the tomb was empty, yet they remained
doubtful and sad. They were walking away, as you wrote, “as if returning from heavenly Jerusalem to
the materialistic world.” This is a powerful pastoral image: discouragement often makes us retreat
from spiritual zeal back into the “old normal.”

Christ heals them in a distinctly Church-shaped way:

He walks with them

He opens the Scriptures

He is known “in the breaking of bread”
They return immediately to witness

Hw e

Learn & be ready

Conversed and reasoned (Luke 24:13-16)
The scripture (Luke 24:27)

Preach the word of God (Luke 24:33-35)

“Conversed and reasoned” shows that even sincere discussion can become closed if it is detached
from revelation. Christ does not win them by argument alone; He opens the Scriptures and reorders
their interpretation of suffering: “Ought not the Christ to have suffered...?” Their hearts burn not
because they heard opinions, but because they encountered divine meaning.

Then they preach immediately. The true encounter with the risen Christ does not end in private
comfort; it becomes mission.

In our service:
If we want our service to be Emmaus-like, it must be Scripture-shaped, not opinion-shaped.

e Serve based on the scripture not our opinion
e Beactive,and don’tslack
e Keep learning

When servants rely on personal opinion, they may sound confident but give unstable guidance. When
servants are filled with Scripture, the lesson carries authority and healing. This is why reading,
learning, sermons, and spiritual study are not “extras”—they are fuel.

4) The disciples on Resurrection night (without Thomas)
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“Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were
shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in

the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” ... “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.””

(John 20:19-23, NKJV)

The disciples were locked in fear. Christ does not rebuke first—He gives peace first. Then He sends
them. Then He breathes the Holy Spirit. This is the pattern of apostolic life.

Peace be with you
Have peace
Make peace
Trustin Him

Peace is not the absence of problems; it is the presence of Christ. The Lord’s first word after the
Resurrection becomes the Church’s first gift to the world.

In our service:
A servant must not transmit anxiety. The servant must carry the peace of Christ.

e Beapeacemaker
e Bereason of gladness
e Be ready to go wherever/whenever He send you

If the disciples were sent from behind locked doors, then servants must be ready to serve even when
circumstances are not ideal. Peace does not wait for perfect conditions.

Small correction for accuracy: you wrote “Matthew 4:9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers...”
— that Beatitude is Matthew 5:9.

5) The disciples with Thomas (one week after)

“Now Thomas, called the Twin...”
(John 20:24-29, NKJV)

The Lord did not abandon Thomas. Even when Thomas did not believe the disciples, and even after
repeated discussion, Christ came specifically for him. This shows the Shepherd’s heart: He seeks the
struggling and restores them.

Do we rejoice when a difficult child comes, or one who disappeared for a long time?

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them...”
(Luke 15:4-7, NKJV)

e You’re Special
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Peace to you

Speak your heart

You’re special

He will never forsake you

Thomas was allowed to speak his condition honestly. Christ did not shame him; Christ healed him. In
service, struggling students are often “Thomas-like”: they need patient presence, truth, and love that
does not give up on them.

In our service:
A servant must share the Shepherd’s zeal.

e Seekthe lost or least committed
e Seek and help those who struggle
e Zeal for the lost, not laziness

The servant who avoids the difficult child is not serving like Christ. Christ goes to the locked room and
returns for Thomas. That is the model.

6) The disciples at the Sea of Tiberias

“After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias...”
(John 21:1-14, NKJV)

Christ didn’t blame them for going back to fishing. He gently reoriented them back to their calling
using the same miracle pattern as Luke 5. The message: “You may be weak, but | have not cancelled
your vocation.”

Fresh start

Don’t go back to the old way
The influence

A fresh start

He is THE source

The “fresh start” is not merely emotional—it is a Resurrection gift. Many servants feel like Peter: “I
failed; I cannot continue.” Christ answers: “Cast the net.” He restores calling by grace.

In our service:
Christ makes servants “fishers of men,” and He teaches us gentleness with His people.

You’re fisher of men

Don’t quit

Don’t rebuke His children, but guide them
Give the little you have and seek His blessing
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Christ already had fish and bread, yet He asked them to bring fish. That is a deep service principle:
Christ does not needus, but He dignifies us by involving us, so we receive blessing and grow in love.

7) Christ’s private restoration of Peter (John 21:15-19)

“So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter...”
(John 21:15-19, NKJV)

Peter denied Christ three times. Christ restores him through three questions: “Do you love Me?” This is
not punishment; it is healing. Christ replaces denial with confession, shame with responsibility, and
fear with mission.

He Forgives and forgets
Never lose hope

He is knocking on the door
Accept the responsibility

A servant must know this personally: Christ does not only forgive; He restores. Many people can accept
forgiveness but cannot accept restoration. Christ gives both.

In our service:
Restored servants must become restorers.

e Feed His lambs, Tend His sheep
e Neverreject anyone
e Carry message of forgiveness and renewal

If Christ reinstated Peter, servants must never cancel people. We correct, but we do not crush.

8) The disciples before the Ascension: the Great Commission

“Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee...”
(Matthew 28:16-20, NKJV)

Christ’s authority is declared, the Church’s mission is given, and the promise of His presence remains:
“lo, I am with you always.”

Your point is important: He told them not to leave Jerusalem until they receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 1
context). Mission is not human courage—it is Spirit-empowered.

9) Multiple appearances testified by St. Paul

“For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received...”
(1 Corinthians 15:3-7, NKJV)
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St. Paul preaches Resurrection as received tradition, seen witnesses, and lived proclamation. This
anchors our teaching: we do not invent; we hand on what we received.

Messages of Christ’s Appearances

When Christ appears, He does not only “show Himself.” He delivers spiritual realities. The appearances
are not only proofs; they are messages, and servants must carry these same messages to the children
entrusted to them.

Joy: because death is defeated.

Salvation: because the Resurrection is the seal of redemption.

Hope: because despair is no longer logical in the presence of the risen Christ.
Peace: because Christ stands in the locked room and says, “Peace be with you.”
Power: because the weak become witnesses, and fear becomes preaching.
Love: because Christ seeks Mary, walks with Emmaus, and restores Peter.
Confirmation: because Thomas confesses, “My Lord and my God!”

These are not abstract words; they are the very substance of what our students need.

A Working List of Appearances

This list helps servants organize the Gospel accounts. Some appearances may overlap across Gospels,
and some are summarized in apostolic testimony. The purpose is not to force a perfect timeline, but to
show the richness of Christ’s pastoral encounters.

There are 13 appearances for our Lord after resurrections:

Appearance to Mary Magdalene (Early morning) - John 20:1-18

Appearance to the Mary’s (Early morning) - Matthew 28:9-10

Appearance to Simon Peter (mid-day Easter) (mentioned by the 2 disciples of Emmaus) - Luke
24:34, 1 Corinthians 15:4-7

Appearance to the 2 disciples of Emmaus (Easter day afternoon) - Luke 24:13-35
The disciples without Thomas (Easter evening) - John 20:19-23

The disciples with Thomas (Next Sunday after resurrection) - John 20:24-29
Appearance to 500 or more - 1 Corinthians 15:6

Appearance to James - 1 Corinthians 15:7

Appearance to the apostles - 1 Corinthians 15:7

By the sea of Galilee / Tiberias - John 21:1-14

Reinstatement of Peter - John 21:15-19

The Great Commission - Matthew 28:16-20

Appearance to St. Paul - Acts 9:1-9

Christ’s Resurrection was not hidden; it was revealed repeatedly, across places, people, and
needs—grief, doubt, fear, discouragement, and mission.
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Conclusion

In our lives, Jesus appears and encounters us in many ways. We need to discern, believe He is alive,
and believe He is with us. We should be His image to the world. We ought to follow Him and preach His
word. He called each one of us to serve Him in this life, honestly and faithfully.

And as we proclaim in the Liturgy:

“Your death O Lord, we proclaim, Your Holy Resurrection and Ascension into the heavens,
we confess.”

The appearances of Christ deliver many messages: joy, salvation, hope, peace, power, love, and
confirmation. We, as servants, ought to be all of that for our students—and to the whole
world—through Christ who is presentin our lives.

E Review Questions

1. Why did Jesus appear to many people after the Resurrection? (A. To prove His
resurrection, to confirm their faith, to establish the church.)

2. How many times did Jesus appear to his disciples after the resurrection? (A. We don’t
know the exact number because not every event was mentioned in the Bible.)

3. How can we be true servants of the Lord? (A. By being His image to the world. To find
Him in our lives so we would be able to deliver Him to others.)
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BIBL201 - New Testament: From Resurrection to Redemption

Judgment Day

BIBLE BASICS

Inside the Courtroom: A Story of Judgment

When the veil of this life was lifted, | found myself overwhelmed by the weight of truth. There was no
darkness hiding anything now, only clarity, only reality. My heart trembled, not because God was cruel,
but because | realized | could no longer pretend.

The doors creaked open slowly, and a voice echoed from within: "Come inside." My heart pounded. |
rose on unsteady legs, walking into the room as though | were stepping into my doom. | saw two
figures standing on either side of the courtroom. To my right, the prosecutor loomed, his eyes burning
with hatred, lips twisted into a cruel sneer. His presence was suffocating, the weight of evil emanating
from him like a black fog. | could feel the heat of his malice even from across the room.

| knew though did not need to invent lies. He pointed to my sins, my negligence, my pride, my
hypocrisy, my half-hearted repentance, my wasted time. Each memory pierced me, because it was
mine.

| stood before the Judgment, not as a spectator of a drama, but as a soul exposed.
And | understood something terrible: the accusations were not entirely false. | was not innocent.

To my left, my lawyer stood silent, serene. His face was kind but shrouded in mystery. Though He
radiated a peaceful aura, | was gripped with fear. Could He possibly defend me? Was He truly strong
enough to stand against the accusations that | knew were coming?

The Judge sat down, His face solemn, His eyes piercing. "Let us begin,” He commanded, His voice
ringing with authority.

Satan, the accuser began, The words poured from him like venom, recounting every dark moment of
my life. He spoke of the lies | had told, the anger | had let fester, the times | had hurt those | loved, the
moments of cowardice when | had turned away from doing what was right. Each sin was like a knife
plunging deeper into my soul. Satan's voice grew louder, more vicious, as he recalled my betrayals, my
failures, and the times | had abandoned my faith.

| tried to hold my composure, but with each accusation, | sank lower in my seat. My breath grew
shallow, my chest tightened. Sweat trickled down my back. How could | have forgotten so much? So
many sins—things | thought | had buried, long gone, but here they were, paraded before the Judge in
horrifying detail. And yet, through all this, my lawyer said nothing. He stood silent, His face impassive.
Fear gnawed at me. Was He abandoning me?
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Then | saw Him.

Christ stood there not as a powerless defender, but as the Lord. And in that moment | realized the
mystery: the One who would judge me was also the One who had pursued me all my life with mercy.

His wounds were visible, not as shame, but as victory. The marks of love were still present.
The Accuser spoke loudly. Christ spoke quietly.
And Christ did not deny justice. He did not call sin “small.” He did not excuse rebellion.

Jesus, turned His gaze toward me, His eyes filled with compassion, “this man is not to be judged by his
sins alone. He has also walked in faith, though faltering, and he has turned to Me in repentance. He
was baptized into My death and resurrection, cleansed by the waters of life. He has partaken in the
sacraments of the Church, in My body and blood, and through them, | have been with him.”

Then | understood the true terror: not that God judges, but that | might refuse His mercy.

And | also understood the true hope: that the Judge is the Savior, and that the Savior does not crush
the repentant.

And Christ, who judges in righteousness, received the repentant in mercy.

Note: This story is not meant to define the mechanics of the judgment as a literal human courtroom. It
is a pastoral image to awaken repentance and hope, always within the Church’s faith that Christ is both
Judge and Savior.

Who Is the Judge? Who Is Our Advocate?

This question is not a technical detail—it is spiritually decisive. Many people fear judgment because
they imagine a distant courtroom where God is only angry. But the Gospel reveals something far
deeper: the Judge is the One who loved us, died for us, and rose for us.

Christ Himself teaches:

“For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,”
(John 5:22, NKJV)

So Christ is the Judge. And yet the Church also confesses that Christ intercedes for us, and that in Him
we have mercy as well as justice. This is not a contradiction. It is the mystery of the Savior: the One
who judges is the One who saves.

That is why your line is spiritually powerful and worth keeping:

Christ is both our Judge and Advocate.
What better way to make sure to enter heaven than having your Judge as Advocate!
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We must hold this Orthodox balance:

e We do not erase judgment.
e We do not despair under judgment.
e We prepare through repentance, faith, and the sacramental life of the Church.

Christ is Coming!

The Orthodox Creed teaches us plainly: Christ is coming again—not symbolically, not only spiritually,
but truly and openly:

“He is coming on the last day to judge the living and the dead.”
(Orthodox Creed)

This expectation is not meant to produce panic, but sobriety, repentance, and hope. The Second
Coming is the final unveiling of what the Resurrection already declared: Christ is Lord of life and death,
and history is moving toward His righteous judgment and His eternal Kingdom.

“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.”
(Revelation 1:7, NKJV)

“so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him
He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”
(Hebrews 9:28, NKJV)

At the Ascension, the angelic message confirmed that Christ’s departure was not abandonment, but a
promise:

“And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven.””

(Acts 1:10-11, NKJV)

And the apostolic preaching declares that God has appointed a definite Day of judgment:

“because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by
the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from
the dead””

(Acts 17:31, NKJV)

Signs Preceding the Last Day

The Lord did not give signs so that we become obsessed with timelines. He gave signs so that we
remain watchful, sober, and faithful, and so we do not fall into deception.
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“Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,”

“who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that
he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”

(2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, NKJV)

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My name’s sake.”
(Matthew 24:9, NKJV)

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.”
(Matthew 24:14, NKJV)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect.”
(Matthew 24:24, NKJV)

Notice how these signs are both external and internal:

e persecution outside,
e deception outside,
e and falling away within.

So the safest preparation is not speculation, but faithfulness: repentance, sacramental life, endurance
in truth, and discernment.

God Desires the Salvation of All

Before speaking further about judgment, the Church must proclaim clearly the heart of God.
Judgment is real, but it is not God’s desire that any should perish. The Judge Himself reveals His will
openly in Scripture.

“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that | should lose nothing of all that He has given
Me, but should raise it up at the last day.

And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in
Him may have everlasting life; and | will raise him up at the last day.”

(John 6:39-40, NKJV)

The Second Coming is therefore not only a day of reckoning, but also a day of fulfillment—the
completion of salvation for those who have remained in Christ.

At the same time, Scripture reminds us that the nearness of Christ’s coming calls for vigilance:
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“Behold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your
crown.”
(Revelation 3:11, NKJV)

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work.”
(Revelation 22:12, NKJV)

God’s desire to save does not eliminate human responsibility. Salvation is offered freely, but it must be
received faithfully. The same coming of Christ that is joy for the faithful becomes sorrow for those who
rejected Him.

The Universal Judgment: Separation and Revelation

The Judgment Day is universal—no one is excluded, forgotten, or overlooked. Christ Himself describes
it with clarity and solemnity:

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will
sit on the throne of His glory.

All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.

And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.”

(Matthew 25:31-33, NKJV)

This judgment is not arbitrary. It is a revelation of what each person has chosen through their
life—communion with God or separation from Him.

Scripture emphasizes that judgment involves full disclosure:

“For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good
orevil”
(Ecclesiastes 12:14, NKJV)

These are not meant to terrify into despair, but to awaken sobriety, humility, and repentance.

e We will all appear: the weak Christian and the strong one. No one escapes. There is no
imagined preference based on outward piety alone.

e God’s authority is absolute: He will make no mistake. He will examine not only actions, but
motives.
Everything will be revealed: nothing hidden remains hidden.
The judgment is final: there is no appeal, because it is based on God’s perfect knowledge and
justice.

The terror of judgment does not come from injustice, but from truth. Judgment reveals reality as it is.
For the repentant, this revelation becomes healing. For the unrepentant, it becomes exposure.
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“Judge Not”: Escaping Condemnation by Repentance

The Lord teaches us that how we live now directly shapes how we will stand before Him then.

“Judge not, that you be not judged.

For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it
will be measured back to you.”

(Matthew 7:1-2, NKJV)

Saint Paul echoes this warning:

“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”
(Romans 14:10, NKJV)

And he also gives us the remedy:

“For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.”
(1 Corinthians 11:31, NKJV)

Self-examination, confession, and repentance are not signs of weakness—they are preparation for
judgment. The person who judges himself honestly before God now will not fear standing before Him
later.

Scripture assures us:

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”
(1 John 1:9, NKJV)

“And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
whole world.”
(1 John 2:2, NKJV)

“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”
(John 20:23, NKJV)

For sin to be forgiven, it must be forsaken. Repentance is not merely regret, but turning away from sin
and returning to God.

Fear of Judgment and the Fear of the Lord

The Church does not deny fear—but she purifies it.
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The Compline prayer expresses the sober fear that awakens repentance:

“Behold, | am about to stand before the just judge in fear because of my numerous sins,
for the life spent in pleasures deserves condemnation.

Repent therefore, O my soul so long as you dwell on earth, for the dust in the grave offers
no praise...

Rise up from your laziness and implore the Savior in repentance, saying; Lord have mercy
upon me and save me.”

(Compline Litany)

At the same time, Scripture teaches that fear is not the final state of the believer:

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.
But he who fears has not been made perfect

The Church therefore teaches us to distinguish between sinful fear and holy fear.

e Sinful fear paralyzes, produces despair, and pushes the soul away from God.
e Holy fear (the fear of the Lord) awakens repentance, humility, watchfulness, and obedience.

This is why Scripture never abolishes fear entirely, but transforms it:

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”
(Proverbs 9:10, NKJV)

Fear at the beginning of spiritual life restrains sin and awakens conscience. As the soul grows in love,
fear is purified and becomes reverence. The mature Christian does not live in terror of judgment, but in
reverent readiness, careful not to grieve the One he loves.

Yet even the mature Christian remains sober:

“And behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work.”
(Revelation 22:12, NKJV)

The Testing Fire and the Revelation of Works

Scripture teaches that on the Day of Judgment, works will not only be counted, but tested.

“each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed
by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.”
(1 Corinthians 3:13, NKJV)
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This fire is not arbitrary punishment. It is the revealing presence of God. The same divine presence
that is light and warmth for the righteous becomes burning exposure for what is false, selfish, or
empty.

What is built on love, obedience, humility, and truth remains.
What is built on pride, hypocrisy, and self-glory is consumed.
The fire does not change the work—it reveals what it truly is.

This is why the Christian life is not about appearances, but about inner truth.

The State of the Soul After Death

What is the state of a person after death? Is he in Heaven or hell immediately? If judgment is in the
future, why do we pray for the departed? Is there redemption after death?

After death, a person enters an intermediate state—either Paradise or Hades—where the soul awaits
the final Judgment at the Second Coming of Christ.

This intermediate state is not the final destiny.

e Paradise is a place of comfort, peace, and joy for those who “die in the Lord.”
e Hadesis a place of conscious torment for those who rejected God.

The final and complete judgment occurs only at the Second Coming:

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear
His voice

and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who
have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”

(John 5:28-29, NKJV)

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory...”
(Matthew 25:31-46, NKJV)

Why There Is No Second Chance After Death

The Church teaches clearly that there is no repentance after death. Earthly life is the time given for
repentance, faith, and transformation.

Those who die in Christ are already blessed:

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”
(Revelation 14:13, NKJV)

“having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.”
(Philippians 1:23, NKJV)
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“Let not your heart be troubled... | go to prepare a place for you.”
(John 14:1-3, NKJV)

But those who willfully rejected salvation in this life have no second opportunity after death.
This is illustrated clearly in the parable:

The Rich Man and Lazarus
(Luke 16:19-31, NKJV)

The rich man is conscious, aware, and in torment. His condition cannot be reversed. On the Day of
Judgment, Hades itself will surrender the dead:

“Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.”
(Revelation 20:13-14, NKJV)

Pastoral Analogy: Waiting for Judgment

Analogy 1: The Prisoner Awaiting Trial

A soul in Hades is like someone arrested and imprisoned without bail, fully conscious of guilt, awaiting
the final verdict. The torment is not only punishment—it is anticipation of what is coming.

Analogy 2: The Student Awaiting Results

The soul in Paradise is like a student who studied well and now waits peacefully for results, confident
in the coming reward.

Both are waiting.
But one waits in fear, the other in peace.
The difference was not decided after death—but during life.

Redemption: What It Is and Why We Must Be Ready

Redemption means to buy back, to pay a ransom.

“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.”
(Galatians 3:13, NKJV)

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Ephesians 1:7, NKJV)
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“knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things... but with the precious
blood of Christ.”
(1 Peter 1:18-19, NKJV)

Redemption was accomplished fully on the Cross. It is offered to all—but effective only for those who
accept it through faith, repentance, and a holy life.

If a person does not lead a holy life and death comes, there is no turning back.
Therefore, we must always be ready.

Choosing Life Now

God places the decision before us clearly:

“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that | have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants
may live.”

(Deuteronomy 30:19, NKJV)

The Judgment Day is not meant to terrify us into despair, but to awaken us into repentance, vigilance,
humility, and hope.

Christ is coming.
Christis Judge.
Christ is Savior.

And because our Judge is our Advocate, the safest place to stand on that Day is in Him, through
repentance, faith, and life in His Church.

E Review Questions

1. What does the Orthodox Creed teach about the Second Coming of Christ?
That Christ will come again to judge the living and the dead.

2.  Who will judge the world on the Last Day?
The Lord Jesus Christ.
3.  How can Christ be both Judge and Advocate?

Because He judges in righteousness and intercedes for those who repent and
belong to Him.

4. Whatis God’s will regarding the salvation of humanity?
That everyone who believes in Christ may have eternal life.
5.  What will happen to the dead and the living at the Second Coming?
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10.

The dead will be raised, and the living will be changed.
What is the difference between Paradise and Hades?

Paradise is a place of comfort and joy for the righteous, and Hades is a place of
conscious torment for the wicked, both awaiting final judgment.

Is there repentance or salvation after death?

No, repentance is only possible during earthly life.

What does it mean that a person’s work will be tested by fire?

God will reveal the true nature and motive of every person’s deeds.
What kind of fear should a Christian have toward the Judgment Day?
Reverent fear that leads to repentance, not despair.

How can a Christian be ready for the Judgment Day?

By repentance, faith in Christ, and living a holy life within the Church.
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3.1 Patriarchs

Service in the life of Abraham

BIBLE BASICS

The Four Stages of Abraham's Spiritual Journey

Abraham, revered as one of God's most devoted servants and the father of many nations, embarked on
a profound spiritual journey marked by distinct stages. Each stage played a pivotal role in shaping his
unwavering faith and solidifying his covenant with the Lord.

Stage Key Events Significance
Call to Work and Mission  Abraham's divine encounter and Sets the stage for Abraham's unwavering
(Gen. 12-14) call to leave his homeland faith and obedience

The Covenant of God God's promise of an heir through Tests Abraham's faith and solidifies his

(Gen. 15-16) Sarah and the establishment of a role as the father of many nations
covenant
The Sealed Covenant Circumcision as a physical Symbolizes Abraham's willingness to obey
(Gen. 17-21) reminder of the covenant between  God's commands and demonstrates his
God and Abraham unwavering trust in divine promises
The Perfection of Faith God's command for Abraham to Ultimate test of Abraham's faith,
(Gen. 22-25) offer Isaac as a sacrifice demonstrating his profound love for God

and His promises

Through these four stages, Abraham's faith was tried, proven, and perfected. His unwavering trust in
God and his commitment to the covenant laid the foundation for the nation of Israel and became a
testament of faith for generations to come. Abraham's spiritual journey serves as a reminder of the
transformative power of faith and the importance of surrendering our hearts and lives to the divine
will.

The Call to Work & Mission: His Family

Abram, later known as Abraham, was born into a family that worshiped other gods. His father, Terah,
and his ancestors had lived on the other side of the River Euphrates in the ancient city of Ur, located in
the Fertile Crescent of Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq). Ur was a prosperous and advanced city, known
for its ziggurats, temples, and trade. However, the spiritual atmosphere in Ur was characterized by
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polytheism and idolatry. According to Joshua 24:2, God spoke to Joshua, the leader of the Israelites,
about the origins of Abraham's family. God reminded the Israelites that Terah, the father of Abraham
and Nahor, had served false gods in Ur before being called by God to follow Him. “Thus says the Lord
God of Israel: ‘Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, dwelt on
the other side of the River in old times; and they served other gods.” (Joshua 24:2)

From Ur, Abram and his family migrated to Haran, a city in ancient northern Mesopotamia, located
about 600 miles (975 kilometers) northwest of Ur. Haran was also a significant city and a center of
trade and culture. It is believed that Abram spent a significant part of his life in Haran, where he
continued to worship the God of his ancestors. However, God had a special plan and calling for Abram.
He revealed Himself to Abram and instructed him to leave his country, his family, and his father's
house and go to a land that God would show him. This marked the beginning of Abram's journey of
faith and his transformation into the father of the nation of Israel.

The Call to Work & Mission: His Country, Ur of the Chaldees

Ur of the Chaldees was the land where Abraham was born. It was an idolatrous country, where even
the children of Eber, who was a descendant of Noah, had fallen into idolatry. This should serve as a
reminder to those who have received the grace of God and become heirs of the promised land of
Canaan not to forget their humble beginnings and the sinful state in which they were born.

Abraham's departure from Ur of the Chaldees, accompanied by his father Terah, his nephew Lot, and
the rest of his family, was an act of obedience to the call of God. The details of this call are recorded in
Genesis 12:1-3. In this chapter, however, we find Abraham and his family in Haran, a place located
about halfway between Ur and Canaan. They remained in Haran until Terah's death, possibly because
the old man's age and infirmities prevented him from continuing the journey.

It is important to note that reaching Haran does not necessarily mean reaching Canaan. One may be
on the way to the promised land, but simply fall short. Many people come close to the kingdom of God
but never fully enter it. They may make some progress in their spiritual journey, but they fall short of
the ultimate destination.

The Call to Work & Mission: Fourfold Command; Fourfold Promise

In Genesis 12:1-3, God's covenant with Abraham begins with a profound calling that unfolds a
magnificent destiny for him and his descendants. It's a fourfold command accompanied by a fourfold
promise that sets the stage for the unfolding of God's redemptive plan.

"Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that | will show you. |
will make you a great nation; | will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. |
will bless those who bless you, and | will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.” God commanded Abraham; “Get out of your country”. This command was a
radical departure from everything familiar to Abraham. He had to leave behind his homeland, his
extended family, the comforts of his father's house and go to an unknown land.

But embedded in this command was a set of glorious promises: "I will make you a great nation; | will
bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing." God's promise of making Abraham
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a great nation spoke of the formation of a people who would carry His blessing to the world. The
promise of blessing was further amplified with the declaration, "l will bless those who bless you, and |
will curse him who curses you." God's protection and favor would be extended to those who honored
Abraham and his descendants, while those who opposed them would face consequences. Finally, the
grandest promise resonated through the words, "and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed." This promise hinted at the coming of a Savior from Abraham's lineage who would bring
blessing to all nations, fulfilling God's redemptive purpose for humanity.

Abraham's faith determined his obedience. Hebrews 11:8 testifies that "By faith, Abraham obeyed
when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out,
not knowing where he was going." God reaffirmed His covenant with Abraham at the age of 75,
reiterating the fourfold command and promise (Genesis 12:1-3). Abraham, alongside his wife Sarai
(later renamed Sarah) and his nephew Lot, obediently set out for Canaan, known as Israel today.

During their journey, God appeared to Abraham and declared, "to your offspring | will give this land"
(Genesis 12:7). This promise highlighted the fact that the life of asceticism, a willingness to leave
everything behind for a higher purpose, is not confined to monasticism but can encompass the lives of
ordinary people like Abraham, who was married and had a family. Abraham's life and decisions
exemplifies how faith and obedience go hand in hand. His journey reminds us that when God calls us
to a path that may seem uncertain or challenging, we can trust in His promises and step out in faith,
knowing that He will guide and bless us.

The Call to Work & Mission: The Call of Abram

Obedient to the call, Abram gathered his family and set out on a transformative journey towards the
land of Canaan. Accompanied by his father Terah, his grandson Lot, and his daughter-in-law Sarai,
Abram embarked on a pilgrimage that would shape the course of history. Yet, their journey
encountered an unexpected pause as they arrived in Haran. There, they settled down and remained
for an extended period. “And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his
daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to
go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there”. (Genesis 11:31)

According to St. Stephen's in Acts 7:2-3, it was God's word to Abraham that had initiated the family's
move. They had set out for Canaan, "but when they came to Haran, they settled there." They stopped
and settled. Why? The reasons for their prolonged stay in Haran remain shrouded in mystery. Some
believe that Abram waited for his father, Terah, to pass away before continuing the journey. Others
suggest that practical considerations, such as the need to gather provisions or organize their
belongings, may have influenced their decision. Regardless of the specific reasons, it is clear that
Abram and his family spent a significant amount of time in Haran.

Abram, a man of unwavering faith and trust in God, continued to yearn for the fulfillment of the divine
promise. Despite the delay, he remained steadfast in his devotion. Notably, during his time in Haran,
Abram constructed an altar, demonstrating his reverence for God and his commitment to worship. In
contrast, Terah, Abram's father, had spent much of his life entangled in idolatry and sin. As the
patriarch of the family, Terah had the opportunity to lead his household towards righteousness.
However, he failed to embrace the truth and worship the one true God. Consequently, Terah's journey
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towards the promised land was cut short. He lived and wasted most of his energetic years to worship
idols. At the end of his life, he had no more strength to walk. He was unable to complete the
pilgrimage, remaining in Haran until the end of his days.

The story of Terah serves as a cautionary example, highlighting the importance of embracing God's
call without hesitation. It reminds us that procrastination and double-mindedness can hinder our
progress on the spiritual path. Abram, on the other hand, stands as an exemplar of faith and
obedience. His unwavering trust in God and his willingness to follow the divine command, even
without knowing the exact destination, exemplify the essence of a life surrendered to the will of the
Almighty.

The Call to Work & Mission: The Journey to Canaan

Reviewing the journey to Canaan, the calling begins in Ur of Mesopotamia where Terah and his family,
including his sons Abram and Nahor, as well as his grandson Lot, made the decision to leave their
homeland. They followed the course of the Euphrates River upstream, traveling to Haran. (Genesis
11:27-32) At Haran, God extended a call to Abram, instructing him to "leave your country... and go to
the land that I will show you." He established a covenant agreement with Abram, promising to grant
his family the 'promised land' of Canaan. With their tents and flocks, Abram and his nephew Lot set
out toward Canaan. (Genesis 12:1-5)

Upon reaching Canaan, Abram erected an altar by the sacred tree of Moreh at Shechem. (Genesis
12:6-7) As explained by Ambrose of Milan, "where there is
Bethel, that is, the house of God, there is also the altar.
Where there is the altar, there is also the calling on the
name of God. It is not by chance that he made such great
progress. He hoped with the help of God. The athlete of
God exercised and strengthened himself in adversity. He
went into the desert."

Abram then moved to the hill country situated between
Bethel and Ai, followed by a journey southward toward
the Negev Desert. Compelled by drought and famine,
Abram and Sarai embarked on a journey along the Way of
Shur, leading them to the well-watered lands of the Nile
Delta in Egypt. (Genesis 12:8-20) However, circumstances
forced Abram and Sarai to flee Egypt, finding refuge in the hill country near Bethel. (Genesis 13:1-9)
Subsequently, Abram and Lot decided to separate. Lot chose the fertile and well-watered Jordan
Valley, setting up his tent near Sodom. (Genesis 13:10-13) Meanwhile, Abram relocated to the great
oaks of Mamre near Hebron, where he built another altar. (Genesis 13:18) Abram's displayed clear
willingness to leave his comfort zone and embrace the unknown. Exemplary of the unwavering faith
that God desires from His followers.

The Covenant of God: Covenant vs. Contract
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To properly contemplate the significance of God’s covenant with Abraam, we first must clearly
understand the meaning of a covenant? Is it a contract? How do the two compare? Let us first dive into
a contract. A contract is a binding and solemn agreement made by two or more parties and involving
mutual responsibilities.

Typically, a contract is an agreement between two or more parties where each party seeks a benefit
the other can provide. In other words, contracts are centered on getting something from someone
else. Generally, contracts have very specific terms and conditions. Each party agrees to complete
certain actions and failure to do so violates the contract and offers the other party or parties the
opportunity to escape from their obligations.

Think of a mortgage: when you buy a house, you take out a mortgage to pay for it. If you have ever
bought a house with a mortgage, you know how many papers you have to sign as part of the contract!
In essence, the bank buys out your house for you and allows you to live in it while you repay them on
the schedule set forth in the contract. Each month, you are to pay a certain amount of money and as
long as you do so, keep the home insured, pay property taxes, and so forth, you are allowed to live in
it. You want a home. The bank wants to make money. That is why both enter into the contract. Both
have obligations which make the contract binding, but if any fail to meet those obligations, the other
party can void the contract.

Additionally, think of a health club membership: when you join a health club, you generally sign a
contract whereby you promise to pay your monthly dues, clean off the equipment after use, and so
forth. In turn, the club promises to keep up the facilities and equipment, provide classes, and so forth.
You entered the contract so that you can have a place to work out. The health club entered because it
wants to make money.

In the same way, the covenant entails similar parameters. However, there are different kinds of
covenants in the Holy Bible: there is the unconditional covenant, such as the Noahic covenant,
promising to never to flood the earth again. There is also the conditional covenant, which leads to a
concession of sorts; an example of this would be the Mosaic covenant, wherein the people promised to
obey the Law, and God shared a series of blessings based on their obedience and curses based on their
disobedience.

A covenant however has a key difference. When | sign a covenant with God, to marry my spouse and |
try go to the court to dissolve the marriage and the judge confirms the marriage is dissolved; there is a
major flaw. He has no right to dissolve a covenant that | did not make with him. | did not make a
covenant with the judge. | made a covenant with God. | wrote the covenant with God. When does it
end? It does not end. Covenants, promises of God, are eternal, whether conditional or not. The
covenant is between a greater and a lesser, and should therefore not be broken.

It is humbling, that the greater God, the eternal, the creator, is willing to bind Himself in a
non-breakable covenant with His creation. He is showing signs of fidelity, loyalty, and love. | might be
100% committed to the contract obliged, but not 100% confident in the other person. But in God we
have full confidence. The question is the commitment on our part. However, covenants are not a legal
issue, they are family bonds. For instance, when Adam says: she is flesh of my flesh, bone of my bones,
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he is uttering the covenant. Or, when Jesus offers us his blood and says: take drink of it all of you for
this is the Blood of the New Covenant, this essentially makes us His family.

The Covenant of God: The Promise of an Heir

The Hebrew word 'b-rith,) which translates to "covenantal oath," encapsulates a deep
commitment within familial relationships, such as father-son and husband-wife. It originates from the
Akkadian term 'biritu,’ signifying a fetter or bond. An oath of this magnitude entails three essential
requirements.

Firstly, a swearing or an oath is necessary. The Hebrew Bible depicts it as a binding
relationship rooted in commitment, involving promises, obligations, and durability.

Secondly, the covenant must be established between a greater and a lesser entity. A prime
example is the covenant between God and Israel, emphasizing God's unconditional love and care for
Israel, while Israel's obligations to God are conditional. The greater entity promises to unconditionally
care for and love the lesser entity, with the lesser entity responding with conditional obligations. Both
perspectives emphasize human responsibility, but the conditional interpretation places greater
emphasis on Israel's success or failure in fulfilling its obligations.

Additionally, covenants are not limited to divine relationships. They can be formed between
friends, families, and socio-political groups. Examples include the covenant between David and
Jonathan (1 Samuel 18:3), the covenant between Jacob and Laban (Genesis 31:49-50), the covenant
between the Israelites and Gibeonites (Joshua 9:3-27), and the covenant between David and the elders
of Israel (2 Samuel 5:3).

The Covenant of God: The Covenant with Abraham

Understanding such a meaning behind the covenant of God was of primordial importance to the
testament of Abraham’s life and faith. Abraham must of understood this concept and that the promises
of God were never to be broken. And as such, when God promised:

- Land: “To aland that I will show you” (v1)

- People: “I will make you a great nation” (v2)

- Name: “And make your name great” (v3)

God talked with him, nearly 14 years after the first promise, saying: “When Abram was ninety-nine
years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless. And | will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” Then
Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you,
and you shall be a father of many nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for | have made you a father of many nations. | will make you exceedingly fruitful;
and | will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. And | will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and your descendants after you. Also | give to you and your descendants after you the
land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and | will be their
God.” (Genesis 17:1-8). His promises never changes. A key factor in Abraham’s faith.
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The Sealed Covenant

“And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and
your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10 This is My
covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants
after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11 and you shall
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between Me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall be
circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your
house or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant.
13 He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must
be circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting
covenant. 14 And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken
My covenant.”” (Genesis 17:9-14)

This passage holds profound significance, as it encapsulates the establishment of a sacred covenant
between God and Abraham, a covenant that is both sealed and confirmed through the act of
circumcision. According to this passage, accepting God's covenant, which is everlasting in nature,
requires an individual to undergo circumcision. The covenant between God and Abraham serves as a
testament to the profound relationship between God and humanity. Through circumcision, individuals
enter into this covenant, acknowledging their commitment to God and His commandments.

The act of circumcision symbolizes the dedication of one's life to God. It represents the removal of
impurities, the purification of the flesh, and the acceptance of God's covenant. By undergoing
circumcision, individuals demonstrate their willingness to align themselves with God's will and to live
in accordance with His precepts. Moreover, it identifies individuals as members of God's chosen people
and establishes a sense of unity and solidarity among those who share this unique spiritual bond. The
covenant, symbolized by circumcision, becomes a source of identity, purpose, and direction for those
who embrace it.

The Sealed Covenant: A Comparison of Abraham and Lot

Abraham and his nephew, Lot, were very different in a multitude of ways: “please let there be no strife
between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen, for we are brethren. Is not the
whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then | will go to the right; or if you
go to the right, then I will go to the left’” (Genesis 13, 19) We shall be comparing how two people live
the covenant. Abraham, on one hand, is rooted in mercy and kindness that offers to the other
everything.

St. John Chrysostom speaks of qualities of Abram, the prominent in dignity, how he was not disturbed,
as his nephew accepted to be given the right to choose, and took for himself the first portion, leaving
to his uncle the second best portion, saying, “when it ended up for the older to lose his first portion, he
did not get angry, ... but was satisfied with his second-best portion. When his younger nephew did him
wrong, he loved him, and gave him help in the time of need.” He also says “Abram, not seeking his own
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benefit, but that of others, put himself in harm’s way; and interceded on behalf of those, with whom he
had no relationship ... His nephew on the other hand, hearing his uncle saying, “If you take the left, |
will go to the right,” he accepted the right to choose, and sought his own benefit, to lose eventually all
his possessions, as the whole region burnt up (Genesis 19;) while all the surrounding regions came to

no harm.”

Abraham
Abraham is a man of faith. (Hebrews 8:11)

Abram lifted his eyes to recall Eden that man was deprived of
because of the envy of the devil; so he embraced Lot saying to
him: “We are brethren,” (Gensis 13: 8,) Abraham’s heart drew
to brotherly love.

God picked out the land for Abraham. (Genesis 13:14-15)

The Bible emphasizes that Abraham was a man of prayer.
(Genesis 17:20, Genesis 18:22-33)

He lived as a stranger in the world (tent). And the altar
symbolized his communion and love with God.

Abraham feared the Lord and as a result God revealed to him
His plans for Sodom. (Genesis 18:17, Psalms 25:14)

Abraham could differentiate between holy and wicked

people.

Abraham was a joyful believer and saw the coming of Jesus
Christ. (John 8:56)

Abraham's life was a witness to everyone around him, even
his servants believed in God and were men of prayer. (Genesis
24) He also wanted Isaac to marry a believing woman.

Abraham lived with God so he was called His friend. (Isaiah
41:8)

Abraham was about to sacrifice his son, believing that God
can raise him back up from the dead, (Hebrews 11:17-19,)
therefore, he is an example of faith.

God ties His name with Abraham. (Genesis 28:13, Exodus 3:6)

Abraham was good at speaking with people. He was very
respectful with Lot in Genesis 13:8. Isaac learned how to pray
from his father. He learned how to dig wells which portrays
the life of diligence. He learned how to build altars which
portrays a fellowship with God. (Genesis 26:25.)

Abraham lived in Canaan since it was God's will.

The Sealed Covenant: The Promise

Lot
Lot has to see to believe.

Lot, on the other hand, lifted his eyes “To see all the plains of
Jordan that were well watered everywhere.” (Genesis 13: 10)
Lot’s heart drew to selfishness.

Lot picked out his land for himself. (Genesis 11:13)

The Bible does not mention that Lot prayed, as a result he
symbolizes a spiritually cold believer.

Lot had a house in Sodom. (Genesis 19:1-9)

Lot was indifferent towards God.

Lot could not differentiate between good and wicked people.
He called the people of Sodom his brethren, (Genesis 18:7.)

Lot’s soul was tormented from day to day. (2 Peter 2:8)

The life of Lot was not a good example to his daughters and
wife.

Lot gave his daughters to wicked people in marriage.

Lot lived with wicked people and as a result his family was
corrupted. (1 Corinthians 15:33)

God did not associate His name with Lot's name.

Lot was not good at speaking, he did not say anything right to
the wicked people and he was arguing with the angels who
were trying to get him out of Sodom. (Genesis 19:7-8)

Lot lived in Sodom according to his own will.
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Our Lord promised Abhrahm’s wife a child: “and shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And
Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife
shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; | will establish My covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him.” (Genesis 1:17-19) Abraham certainly
understood the meaning and promises of God cannot and will not be broken. This conviction and
understand set stage for what came next.

The Perfection of Faith: Faith is Tried in the Offering of Isaac

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative
sense.” (Genesis 21:12)

Let us examine it again. If God comes to you and asks of you the person most valued to you. Your son.
Which you spent years trying to get. And he tells you to bring that person to your dining table. Bring
the hardest and biggest knife in the kitchen, sacrifice him, let him bleed and after you finish burning
him up please. What would you say? Realistically, many of us would say no. But Abraham was a man of
great faith.

He had trust beyond measure. God cannot lie. It is through Isaac that He will have many generations.
Abraham knew the unbreakable covenant of God. He had this faith in it, that was unquestionable. He
knew God. Even if he went through every single step, and actually completely burned him. God will
have to take the ashes and reform him. Why? Because God promised. His obedience was proportional
to his faith! Do not take things always as they seem. Trust in the promises of our Lord.

This is precisely what St. Paul told the Hebrews: “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said,
“In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.” That Abraham knew the promise of God
cannot be broken even to the point that he would rise him up.

The Perfection of Faith: Faith is Perfected in the Offering of Isaac

“Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By Myself |
have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your
only son— blessing | will bless you, and multiplying | will multiply your descendants as the stars of the
heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their
enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
(Genesis 22:15-18)

E Review Questions
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How many stages are there in Abhraham’s spiritual journey? (A: There are four.)

What are the stages? (A: The stages are getting called to his work and mission, the
promise of an heir and covenant which was then sealed through circumcision. Lastly,
his faith was tried, proved, and perfected in the offering of Isaac to the Lord.)

What is a covenant? (A: It is a contract or agreement made by two or more parties
and involving mutual responsibilities.)

List three differences between Abhrahm and his nephew, Lot. (Sample A: Abraham
lived according to where God advised, whereas Lot lived wherever he pleased.
Abhraha wanted Isaac to marry a woman of faith, while Lot gave his daughters to
wicked people; lastly, Abraham was very good at speaking, whereas Lot was not.)
What was the promise made to Abraham? (A: He was promised his wife, who was old,
would bear a child to be his heir.)

194



BIBL301 - Patriarchs

Service in the life of Isaac

BIBLE BASICS

Who Was Isaac?

Isaac, the son of Abraham and his wife Sarah, was born as a result of God's promise to Abraham that
he would have countless descendants, and his birth brought great joy to his parents, particularly
Sarah, whose laughter upon hearing the news earned him his name, which means "he will laugh." He
holds, till today, a significant place as one of the patriarchs and is revered by both Jews and Christians
alike. Unlike his father Abraham and his son Jacob, whose names were changed by God, Isaac's name
remained unchanged throughout his life. Additionally, he was the only patriarch who never left the
land of Canaan.

Isaac's role in the Old Testament extends beyond his historical significance. He serves as a
representation of Christ, foreshadowing the sacrifice of Jesus. In the book of Hebrews, St. Paul draws a
parallel between Isaac and Christ, emphasizing that Abraham, in faith, offered up Isaac as a sacrifice,
just as God the Father offered up His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ: “by faith Abraham, when he was
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of
whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called, concluding
that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from / \
which he also received him in a figurative sense” (Hebrews [ “Accordingly, o begin with,

11:17-19) This comparison highlights Isaac's role as a type or | . .- when led by his father
symbol of Christ. Isaac's faith and trust in God are exemplified in ' f

. . . « . as a wictim, and  himself
the story of his near-sacrifice on Mount Moriah. “Isaac, with
perfect confidence, as if knowing what was to happen, cheerfully | Oearing fis own “wood,” was
yielded himself as a sacrifice. (Clement of Rome) ” Isaac's | cpen ar that early period
obedience and devotion to his father and to God, mirrored the . e
pointing to  Christs death;

obedience and humility of Jesus Christ, who willingly laid down
His life, carrying his own cross, for the salvation of humanity. | cofceded, as He wos, s o
(Hebrews 11117-19). victim h‘ the Father carndin

¥ind,

as He did, the "wood” of His

Carry the Cross of Service

Wier

oW pOassion rtulfion
As Abraham prepared to offer his son as a burnt offering, Isaac \ /
willingly carried the wood for the sacrifice, demonstrating his
commitment to serve his father and fulfill God's command. “So Abraham took the wood of the burnt
offering and laid it on Isaac, his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them
went together.” (Genesis 22:6) This act of service represents more than just a physical burden. It
symbolizes the spiritual cross that we are called to carry as servants of Christ. When we engage in
service, we embrace the responsibility of bearing the burdens of others, even if they are not our own.
This requires a spirit of selflessness and a willingness to put the needs of others before our own.
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Moreover, the cross of obedience comes into play when we respond to the requests of our spiritual
fathers, service coordinators, or our heavenly Father. By submitting to their guidance and direction, we
acknowledge that their wisdom and experience can help us grow in our faith and become better
disciples. In our own trials and challenges, we are called to carry our wood or cross, just as Isaac did.
This means embracing our responsibilities and obligations, even when they seem difficult or
overwhelming. It requires perseverance, resilience, and a deep trust in God's plan for our lives. We are
called to carry our wood/cross in order to be true disciples of Christ: “and whoever does not bear his
cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:27)

Isaac's obedience led him to gain the honor of being a symbol of Christ. In the same way, our service to
others can make us living symbols of Christ's love and compassion. However, there may be certain
aspects of our character or shortcomings that hinder us from carrying the wood effectively. These
could include pride, selfishness, or a lack of humility. What things about our character or shortcomings
may hinder us from carrying the wood? Will we be symbols of Christ in our own service?

Origen elaborates on this matter by comparing Isaac's carrying of the wood to Christ's carrying of his
own cross. He emphasizes that Isaac's willingness to participate equally with the priesthood in this act
signifies his role as both victim and priest: “that Isaac carries on himself “the wood for the burnt
offering” is a figure, because Christ also “himself carried his own cross,” and yet to carry “the wood for
the burnt offering” is the duty of a priest. He therefore becomes a victim and priest. But what is added
also is related to this: “and they both went off together.” For when Abraham carries the fire and knife as
if to sacrifice, Isaac does not go behind him but with him, that he might be shown to contribute equally
with the priesthood itself.” (Homilies on Genesis 8.6) This foreshadows the dual nature of Christ, who
offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins while also serving as our eternal High Priest.

St. Clement of Alexandria further expounds on this typology, drawing parallels between Isaac and the
Lord. He notes that Isaac, like Christ, was a son, a victim, and a bearer of wood. While Isaac's sacrifice
was not consummated, it prefigured the ultimate sacrifice of Christ on the cross: “Isaac is another type
too (he can easily be taken in this other sense,) this time of the Lord. He was a son, just as is the Son
(he is the son of Abraham; Christ, of God.) He was a victim, as was the Lord, but his sacrifice was not
consummated, while the Lord’s was. All he did was to carry the wood of his sacrifice, just as the Lord
bore the wood of the cross. Isaac rejoiced for a mystical reason, to prefigure the joy with which the
Lord has filled us, in saving us from destruction through his blood.” (Christ the Educator 1.5-2.3)

By reflecting on these ancient interpretations, we gain a deeper understanding of the significance of
service and obedience in our Christian walk. As we carry our own crosses, we participate in the
redemptive work of Christ and become living witnesses to his love and grace.

One Mind Submission

In the narrative of Isaac and Abraham, Isaac demonstrates profound submission to his father's will.
Faced with an enigmatic inquiry about the whereabouts of the lamb for a burnt offering, Isaac trusts in
Abraham's response, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." This exchange
underscores Isaac's unwavering faith and willingness to accept his father's guidance without question
or hesitation. “But Isaac spoke to Abraham, his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here | am,
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my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” And
Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them
went together. (Genesis 22:7-8) Isaac's submission extended beyond this particular incident. Notably,
his wife was chosen for him by his father, further emphasizing his commitment to his father's desires.
This level of submission is a powerful example for those seeking to serve in any capacity.

In the context of service, submitting oneself to the will of the Father is paramount and by extension to
the spiritual father of the church. We may encounter tasks that challenge our understanding or appear
nonsensical. However, like Isaac, we must trust that God's plan and purpose are for the greater good of
all involved. By submitting ourselves, we not only honor His sovereignty but also recognize that His
wisdom and perspective far exceed our own. This act of submission allows us to surrender our limited
understanding and embrace a deeper level of faith. Moreover, the submission fosters unity and
harmony within the service. When servants collectively align their hearts and minds with His purpose,
we create an environment where everyone's gifts and talents can flourish. Those who serve and those
who are served alike benefit from the transformative power of submission.

The example of Isaac's submission serves as a reminder that true service begins with humility and
trust. By surrendering our agendas and preconceived notions, we open ourselves up to the work of the
Holy Spirit. It is in this spirit of submission that we discover the fullness of our purpose and make a
lasting impact for the Kingdom of God.

Resorting to Prayer

When observing Isaac's behavior and devotion, Origen illuminates the profound significance it holds
for our understanding of both Isaac's relationship with our Lord and his father, Abraham. At a pivotal
moment, Isaac addresses Abraham, his father, uttering a single word, "Father." This simple word,
spoken by the son who is about to be sacrificed, pierces Abraham's heart like a sharp blade. Despite
Abraham's unwavering faith, his paternal emotions surge within him as he responds with tender
affection, "What is it, son?" In his reply, Isaac raises a question that cuts to the core of the situation,
"Behold the fire and the wood. Where is the sheep for the burnt offering?"

Origen draws our attention to the importance of prayer in the midst of suffering and service. He
suggests that when we find ourselves in the thick of challenging circumstances, we should emulate
Isaac's example by lifting up our hearts in prayer each step of the way and say “Father”. Through
prayer, we can connect with our Creator and seek His guidance and strength. God's provision is always
available to those who trust in Him and seek His will. Just as Abraham and Isaac trusted in God's plan,
we too can have faith that God will provide the solutions and resources we need to navigate difficult
and demanding situations.

Shining Example of Faithfulness

Isaac stands out among the heroes of the Old Testament as a shining example of faithfulness. In an era
when polygamy was prevalent, Isaac remained devoted to his wife, Rebekah, never taking any
concubines. We hear of David and Solomon who had many, even Jacob, Isaac’s own son. This
unwavering commitment to his family serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of faithfulness
in our own lives.
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St. Ambrose, in his treatise "Isaac, Or the Soul," eloquently expounds on Isaac's faith and its profound
significance. He describes Isaac's faithfulness to his being "full of grace and a fountain of joy", a source
of spiritual blessings and joy. To this fountain, Rebekah came to fill her water jar, symbolizing the
soul's thirst for wisdom and knowledge of God. To this fountain of faithfulness, the served child will
roam towards the faithful servant. Even the soul of the prophets, like David, yearns for this fountain,
seeking to quench its thirst with the richness of God's knowledge. Through this spiritual refreshment,
the soul can wash away the impurities of foolishness and embrace the transformative power of divine
wisdom.

“and so Isaac is good and true, for he is full of grace and a fountain of joy. To that
fountain came Rebekah to fill her water jar. For Scripture says that “going down to
the fountain she filled her water jar and came up.” And so the church or the soul
went down to the fountain of wisdom to fill its own vessel and draw up the
teachings of pure wisdom, which the Jews did not wish to draw from the flowing
fountain. Listen to him as he says who that fountain is. “They have abandoned me,
the fountain of living water.” The soul of the prophets ran thirsting to this fountain,
even as David says, “My soul has thirsted after the living God,” that he might fill his
thirst with the richness of the knowledge of God and might wash away the blood of
foolishness with watering of spiritual streams.” (Isaac, Or the Soul 1.2)

The Church, or the individual soul, seeks to "fill its vessel" with this wisdom. In contrast, the Jews who
"did not wish to draw" from this fountain, rejected of divine wisdom. Isaac's faithfulness serves as an
enduring testament to the strength and beauty of true faithfulness. By emulating Isaac's faithfulness,
we can bring joy and fulfillment to our own lives and the lives of those around us.

The Impact of Conduct

The story of Isaac in Genesis 26:6-9 teaches the servant mindful of our conduct, lest we inadvertently
become stumbling blocks to their spiritual growth. While dwelling in Gerar, Isaac, fearing for his life,
misrepresented his wife Rebekah as his sister to the men of the place. He harbored the misconception
that his wife's beauty would incite the men to murder him in order to possess her.

“so Isaac dwelt in Gerar. And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he
said, “She is my sister”; for he was afraid to say, “She is my wife,” because he
thought, “lest the men of the place kill me for Rebekah, because she is beautiful to
behold.” Now it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that
Abimelech, king of the Philistines, looked through a window, and saw, and there
was lIsaac, [a]showing endearment to Rebekah, his wife. Then Abimelech called
Isaac and said, “Quite obviously she is your wife; so how could you say, ‘She is my
sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because | said, ‘Lest | die on account of her.”” (Genesis
26:6-9)

However, Isaac's deception proved short-sighted and ultimately futile. King Abimelech of the
Philistines, observing Isaac's affectionate behavior towards Rebekah through a window, confronted
him, exposing his lie. Isaac's fear of death, rather than protecting him, had led him to compromise his
integrity and betray his wife's trust.
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This incident serves as a reminder that our shortcomings can have far-reaching consequences, not
only for ourselves but also for those around us. When we yield to fear or temptation, we not only
damage our own spiritual well-being but also potentially hinder the spiritual progress of others.
Moreover, as leaders in the church, we must be especially vigilant in guarding against any conduct that
could potentially harm or mislead those under our care. This includes not only avoiding blatant sins
but also being mindful of our words, attitudes, and actions, ensuring that they are always in line with
the teachings of Scripture and the example set by Christ.

Strive to Persevere

In the days of Abraham, the Philistines stopped all the wells and filled them all with earth. The
Philistines' actions in stopping the wells was a strategic maneuver to assert dominance and control
over Abraham and his people. By limiting access to vital water resources, they sought to weaken them,
making them vulnerable and dependent. However, Isaac did not just settle to the circumstance as
something beyond him. Yet, rather, in perseverance, Isaac dug wells serving as a profound inspiration
to our spiritual journey towards personal growth and transformation.

“Now the Philistines had stopped up all the wells which his father’s servants had
dug in the days of Abraham, his father, and they had filled them with earth. And
Abimelech said to Isaac, “go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.”
Then Isaac departed from there and pitched his tent in the Valley of Gerar, and
dwelt there. And Isaac dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the days
of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of
Abraham. He called them by the names which his father had called them. Also
Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and found a well of running water there. But the
herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So
he called the name of the well Esek, because they quarreled with him. Then they
dug another well, and they quarreled over that one also. So he called its name
Sitnah. And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel
over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, because he said, “For now the Lord has
made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.” (Genesis 26:15-22)

The Philistines, symbolizing the obstacles and challenges we encounter, had stopped up the wells dug
by Abraham, Isaac's father, filling them with earth and cutting off the life-giving source of water. This
act represents the ways in which our spiritual wells can be blocked by negative influences, hindering
our spiritual progress.

Isaac's response to this challenge becomes a model for us. He does not give up or become
discouraged. Instead, he sets out to dig again the wells that his father had dug, demonstrating his
determination to reclaim his spiritual heritage and restore the flow of living water. Isaac's
perseverance is not without its obstacles. He encounters opposition from the herdsmen of Gerar, who
quarrel over the water and attempt to claim it as their own. This conflict parallels the internal struggles
and external pressures we may face as we seek to deepen our spiritual understanding.

Isaac's response to these challenges is instructive. He does not retaliate or engage in conflict but
instead continues to dig new wells. Each well he digs represents a deeper level of spiritual insight and
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understanding. The names he gives to these wells—Esek ("contention"), Sitnah ("hatred"), and
Rehoboth ("room")—reflect the journey of spiritual growth and purification (Genesis 26:15-22) .

Origen, a renowned early Christian theologian, interprets Isaac's story as a metaphor for spiritual
transformation. He emphasizes that when we faithfully perceive the message of the wells, Isaac works
within us, cleansing our hearts from earthly perceptions and opening us up to spiritual understanding.
“If therefore you also hearing these words today should faithfully perceive what is said, Isaac would
work also in you; he would cleanse your hearts from earthly perceptions. And seeing these mysteries
that are so great to be lying hidden in the divine Scriptures, you progress in understanding, you
progress in spiritual perceptions. You yourselves will also begin to be teachers, and “rivers of living
water” will proceed from you. For the Word of God is present, and this now is his work, that he might
remove the earth from the soul of each of you and open your spring. For he is within you and does not
come from without, just as “also the kingdom of God is within you.” Origen's words remind us that the
journey of spiritual growth is an internal one, requiring our diligent effort to remove the "earth" from
our souls and allow the living water of God's Word to flow through us.

St. Ambrose, another early Church Father, further expands on this allegory. He views Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, as fountains of faith and devotion, symbolizing the potential within each of us to become
sources of spiritual nourishment for others. “For Abraham dug wells and Isaac too—that is, the mighty
patriarchs—and Jacob also, as we find in the Gospel, as if they were fountains of the human race, and
specifically fountains of faith and devotion. For what is a well of living water but a depth of profound
instruction? On this account Hagar saw the angel by a well and Jacob found his wife Rachel by a well;
Moses too earned the first rewards of his future marriage beside a well . Therefore Isaac undertook to
open wells out of a depth of vision and in good order, so that the water of his well might first wash and
strengthen the reasoning faculty of the soul and its eye, to make its sight clearer.” St. Ambrose draws a
connection between the wells and significant biblical events, such as Hagar's encounter with the
angel, Jacob's meeting with Rachel, and Moses' courtship of Zipporah. These examples highlight the
transformative power of spiritual wells, which can provide clarity, guidance, and refreshment on our
spiritual journeys.

Isaac's perseverance in digging wells invites us to reflect on our own commitment to spiritual growth
and renewal. It reminds us that the journey of faith is not without challenges but that through
perseverance, we can uncover the hidden springs of living water within ourselves and become
channels of grace for others.

Embodying the virtues of Isaac

In essence, we should all endeavor to embody the virtues that characterized Isaac, becoming a "type
of Christ" in our own lives. This transformation begins with carrying our cross, a symbol of embracing
the challenges and difficulties that come our way. By submitting to the will of God, we surrender our
own desires and ambitions, recognizing that His plan is perfect and ultimately leads to our greatest
good.

Prayer becomes a vital tool in this journey, as we seek communion with God and align our hearts with
His. Regular and heartfelt prayer allows us to express our gratitude, confess our sins, and receive
divine guidance. Being a shining example of faithfulness becomes, to others, a fountain of
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nourishment. is another essential aspect of following Christ's example. Whether it's through acts of
kindness, serving, or simply being a listening ear, our actions should reflect the love and compassion
we have received from God.

Recognizing and acknowledging our shortcomings is also crucial for spiritual growth. It's not about
self-condemnation but rather a humble understanding of our limitations and need for God's grace. As
we embrace our flaws, we become more dependent on His strength and forgiveness. Finally,
perseverance is a hallmark of Isaac's devotion and should be ours as well. The narrow gate that leads
to eternal life requires sacrifice, discipline, and unwavering commitment. It's not a path for the
faint-hearted, but for those who are willing to endure the challenges, the rewards are unimaginable.

The journey of becoming a "type of Christ" is not without its trials and tribulations. There will be times
of doubt, temptation, and suffering. However, we must remember that God's grace is sufficient and His
love knows no bounds. By carrying our cross, submitting to His will, praying often, serving faithfully,
acknowledging our shortcomings, and persevering through adversity, we can experience the
transformative power of Christ's love and become shining examples of His light in the world.

E Review Questions

1. List three of the many qualities we should try to learn from Isaac. (A: Carrying the
cross of service, praying, and persevering.)

2. Who were Isaac’s children and father, respectively? (A: Jacob, Esau, and Abraham.)

3. List one instance of Isaac’s perseverance. (A: He persevered during the incident with
the wells and the Philistines.)

4. Who are two sources for in depth analysis of father Isaac? (A: Origen and St.
Ambrose.)

5. True or false? Isaac was an independent person and married who he chose for
himself. (A: False)
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BIBL301 - Patriarchs

Service in the life of Jacob

BIBLE BASICS

Clutching the Heel

Jacob, the son of Isaac and Rebekah, was born into a patriarchal family filled with spiritual symbolism.
His twin brother, Esau, emerged from the womb first, granting him the status of the firstborn. However,
Jacob’s name, meaning “supplanter,” hinted at the intricate dynamics that would unfold throughout
his life.

In allegorical terms, Isaac represents Christ, while Rebekah symbolizes the church. Their union results
in the birth of two contrasting children — one representing good and the other evil. This allegory
reflects the reality of the church, where both righteous and sinful individuals engage in an ongoing
struggle. The hope lies in the transformation of all towards goodness.

Jacob’s birth was not merely a physical event but a foreshadowing of his life’s trajectory. As he
emerged from the womb, clutching Esau's heel, it hinted at his future actions and the complex
relationship between the twins. This symbolic act mirrored the spiritual journey of believers, who
often grapple with their own inner struggles and dualities.

Despite being the second-born, Jacob was chosen by God to carry forth the covenant promises made
to Abraham. This choice underscores the sovereignty of God and the unexpected ways in which He
works His purposes. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the
Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8 NKJV) Jacob’s life became filled with events of trials, triumphs, and spiritual growth.
He experienced deception, betrayal, and reconciliation, ultimately maturing into a man of faith and
humility. His story serves as a reminder that God can transform even the most flawed individuals,
using their weaknesses to accomplish His divine purposes.

In Times of Conflict, Turn to God

When conflict arises within the church, it reverberates throughout the entire congregation, causing
turmoil and unease. In the biblical narrative, we find the account of Rebekah and how she sought to
understand the conflict raging within her womb. "But the children struggled together within her; and
she said, 'If all is well, why am | like this?' So she went to inquire of the Lord" (Genesis 25:22).

To understand what was happening inside her, Rebekah “went to inquire of the Lord.” Rebekah's
proactive response to the conflict within her is a testament to her deep faith and unwavering trustin
divine guidance. She recognized that the turmoil she experienced was not merely physical but
spiritual, and thus she sought answers from the Lord. The fathers of the church offer two distinct
interpretations of Rebekah's actions.
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According to one interpretation, Rebekah's "went" symbolizes her dedication to fervent prayer. She
withdrew into the depths of her spiritual life, seeking understanding and clarity from God. By
immersing herself in prayer, Rebekah sought to align her heart and mind with the divine will, trusting
that God would reveal the truth to her. Origen further explains that Rebekah's journey represents a
transformative process of spiritual growth and development. He suggests that she "passed over from
one life to another, from one deed to another, from good things to better. She proceeded from
profitable things to more profitable. She hastened from holy things to holier."

In this interpretation, Rebekah's "went" is a metaphor for her spiritual journey, as she moved from a
state of confusion and uncertainty to a deeper understanding of God's plan in prayer. Origen
emphasizes the progressive nature of spiritual growth, highlighting that Rebekah's journey was not
merely about gaining knowledge but about the transformation of her heart and soul in prayer.

Alternatively, according to the next interpretation, Rebekah sought guidance from the elders and
prophets, as was customary in the Old Testament. According to St. Ephrem the Syrian, Rebekah
approached Melchizedek, a mysterious figure often associated with wisdom and priestly authority. St.
Ephrem explains, "She went to inquire of the Lord, and it was told to her, 'two nations are in your
womb,' that is, the Edomite and Hebrew nations. To whom did she go to inquire? It was to Melchizedek
that she went to inquire, as we mentioned above in the genealogy of Melchizedek "

Rebekah's actions serve as a reminder that in times of conflict and uncertainty, we too should seek the
wisdom of our spiritual leaders and dedicate time to prayer, fasting, and spiritual practices. By turning
to the Lord and aligning ourselves with His will, we can find clarity amidst the chaos and experience
the transformative power of His love and guidance.

The Different Pursuits of the Mind

In the realm of Genesis, two brothers, Jacob and Esau, emerged with distinct personalities and talents.
While Esau, a skilled hunter, thrived in the wilderness, Jacob, a mild-mannered individual, preferred
the comfort of tents: “So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob
was a mild man, dwelling in tents.” (Genesis 25:27) Jacob and Esau were the same in everything, but
with different talents. One is a doer the other a thinker, meaning one is not better than the other, and
both were needed. The difference lies, however, in what they valued.

One fateful day, as Esau returned from a tiring day of hunting, hunger gnawed at his core. Spotting
Jacob cooking a delectable stew, the aroma tantalizing his weary senses, Esau implored, "Please feed
me with that same red stew, for | am exhausted." Sensing an opportunity, Jacob proposed a trade:
"Sell me your birthright in exchange for a bowl of stew."

Esau, consumed by immediate gratification and lacking self-control, readily agreed. "Look, | am about
to die; so what is this birthright to me?" he exclaimed. Little did he know the profound spiritual
significance of his birthright—a blessing that held the promise of God's favor and inheritance. In haste,
Esau relinquished his birthright to Jacob for a mere bowl of stew. (Genesis 25:29-34)

This impulsive act underscores the importance of self-control in our Christian walk. St. Augustine
speaks on this plight saying, “no one becomes spiritual without first having been “of the flesh” or
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materialistic. But if they persist in “the mind of the flesh,” they will always be Esau. If, however, they
become spiritual, they will then be the younger son. But then the junior will be the senior; the other
takes precedence in time, this one in virtue.” When St. Augustine wisely observes, "no one becomes
spiritual without first having been 'of the flesh' or materialistic", he depicts Esau's lack of self-control
rendered his hard labor in the field futile, for a Christian's character is defined, in part, by their ability
to resist immediate temptations and desires.

In contrast, Jacob, though initially obtaining the birthright through questionable means, recognized its
spiritual value. He understood that earthly possessions and immediate gratification should not
outweigh eternal blessings. This distinction highlights the significance of engaging in spiritual
practices in our own lives. Without them, our service to God becomes void, as we misunderstand its
true purpose.

St. Augustine further elaborates on this dichotomy, stating, "If they persist in 'the mind of the flesh,’
they will always be Esau. If, however, they become spiritual, they will then be the younger son. But
then the junior will be the senior; the other takes precedence in time, this one in virtue."

In essence, Esau represents those who prioritize worldly desires over spiritual pursuits, while Jacob
symbolizes those who, despite their shortcomings, ultimately recognize the importance of God's
blessings. Their story serves as a cautionary tale, reminding us that true fulfillment and spiritual
growth can only be found when we prioritize our relationship with God above all else.

Bias and Favoritism

In Genesis 25:28, Isaac and Rebekah's favoritism towards their sons, Jacob and Esau, is evident. “And
Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.” (Genesis 25:28) St. Ambrose
offers a critical commentary on the potential consequences of such partiality in parenting. He
emphasizes the importance of treating all children with equal devotion, regardless of personal
preferences or perceived differences:

“we ought not to leave his parents without an excuse for having preferred their
younger son to the elder. At the same time we must take care so that no one, in
turning to their example, would make an unfair judgment between his sons or
suppose that he should love the one and esteem the other less. From this line of
conduct fraternal hatreds are aroused, and the crime of fratricide is contrived to
gain a worthless sum of money. Let children be nurtured with a like measure of
devotion. Granted that one’s love may fasten more upon some trait in a child who
is more agreeable or similar to oneself, the exercise of justice ought to be the same
in regard to all. The more that is given to the child that is loved and who seeks his
brothers’ love, the more is taken away from the one who is burdened with jealousy
at the unfair preference. Esau threatened that he would kill his brother .Neither the
fact of brotherhood nor respect for their parents kept him from his fratricidal
madness. He grieved that the blessing had been snatched away from him, whereas
he should have proved himself worthy of it by forbearance rather than by crime.”
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St. Ambrose acknowledges that parents may naturally feel closer to a particular child due to shared
traits or compatibility. However, he cautions against allowing this natural inclination to influence one's
actions or behavior toward the children. He warns that favoritism can lead to feelings of jealousy,
resentment, and hatred among siblings, which can escalate into tragic outcomes like fratricide, as
seen in the case of Esau and Jacob.

The story of Esau's murderous threat against his brother illustrates the destructive power of favoritism.
Despite their shared familial bond and the love of their parents, Esau's jealousy and anger at being
deprived of the blessing drove him to contemplate killing his brother. St. Ambrose emphasizes that not
even the sacred bond of brotherhood or respect for parental authority could deter Esau from his
fratricidal rage.

St. Ambrose's criticism serves as a reminder of the importance of treating all children fairly and
equitably, regardless of their differences. He encourages parents to nurture their children with equal
devotion and to exercise justice in all their interactions. By doing so, they can help foster a harmonious
and loving family environment, preventing the destructive consequences of favoritism and promoting
unity and peace among siblings.

The same can be said of servants towards children they serve. Naturally, they many feel a natural
inclination towards some as opposed to others. However, it is crucial for these servants to recognize
and manage these inclinations to ensure that all children receive equitable care, attention, and
support. Favoritism, even if unintentional, can have negative effects on the children involved. Those
who are perceived as favorites may develop a sense of entitlement or superiority, while those who feel
neglected or overlooked may experience feelings of lack of belonging in the church, inadequacy,
resentment, or low self-esteem. Servants are called to actively work to overcome any biases or
preferences they may have in order to treat all children with fairness, respect, and compassion,
regardless of their personalities, abilities, or backgrounds.

Blessing of the Service Takes Work

Though the story of Rebekah and Jacob's deception may be overshadowed, St. John Chrysostom
offers a profound symbolic understanding beyond mere condemnation of their actions. In receiving
divine blessings, efforts were still enacted by Jacob in preparing the food and covering himself with
Esau's clothes. He had to kill the goats, use the skin to cover himself, put on Esau’s clothes, present the
food. According to St. John Chrysostom, this represented an important contribution in order to receive
the divine blessings: “...whereas we contribute our utmost, we enjoy in generous measure as well
cooperation from God...It is neither the case that everything is due to help from on high (rather we,
too, must contribute something), nor on the other hand does he require everything of us, knowing as
he does the extra-ordinary degree of our limitations. On the contrary, out of fidelity to his
characteristic love and wishing to find some occasion for demonstrating his own generosity, he awaits
the contribution of what we have to offer.”

St. John emphasizes that while God's help is essential, it is not exclusive. He expects us to make an
effort, to put in the work, and to cooperate with His grace. This cooperation is not a matter of earning
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God's favor but rather an act of faith and obedience. It is through our limited efforts that God's
generosity and love are fully manifested.

While the deception itself was not justified, the story serves as an illustration of how even our small
efforts can be rewarded with abundant blessings from above. The act of putting on different clothes
symbolizes the transformation from the old man to the new one. The goat's skin, used to mimic Esau's
hairy skin, in the Old Testament sacrificial system, often represented sin and its consequences. By
covering himself with the goat's skin, Jacob, foreshadows the ultimate sacrifice of Christ, who bore the
sins of humanity on the cross. Thus, his work shed the old nature and embraced the new identity in
Christ. Covering oneself with the cloak of Christ, represented by the goat's skin, signifies the protection
and righteousness that come from trusting in Him.

Jacob's elaborate scheme, while successful in securing the earthly blessing, ultimately led to years of
strife and exile. This serves as a reminder that true and lasting blessings are not obtained through
manipulation or deceit but through alignment with God's will and purposes. Yet, as previously
mentioned, even our seemingly insignificant efforts, when aligned with God's purposes, can lead to
abundant blessings. While Jacob's actions were flawed, his desire for the blessing reveals a yearning
for spiritual inheritance. This yearning, when directed towards God, is always met with an outpouring
of His grace and favor. The blessings received by Jacob were not just material but mainly spiritual.
They included the promise of a numerous offspring, the inheritance of the land, and the assurance of
God's presence and protection.

Find Comfort in the Rock

In Genesis 28:11-12, we witness a profound moment in Jacob's life as he journeys to exile. As dusk
settled in, he sought a place of rest, finding solace on a simple stone that served as his pillow for the
night. “And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place
to sleep. Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to
heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.” (Genesis 28:11-12)

St. John Chrysostom highlights Jacob's grateful spirit, emphasizing that his unassuming nature and
willingness to make do with what was available made him worthy of a remarkable vision. Our Lord,
recognizing a humble disposition, displays his care and favor. His approach teaches is to approach God
in hardship and find solace in Him through thanksgiving even in the most minute of gifts. That even a
rock, was turned into a blessing by a humble outlook.

St. John Chrysostom, in his teachings, draws our attention to the profound humility and gratitude
exemplified by Jacob. He underscores the significance of Jacob's simple and unpretentious nature.
When Jacob, using a mere stone for a pillow, slept on the bare ground, it was not seen as a sign of
deprivation, but rather as a testament to his grounded spirit. This lack of attachment to material
comforts and his acceptance of his circumstances, according to Chrysostom, was precisely what made
Jacob worthy of receiving a divine vision.

“See the young fellow’s hardy spirit: He used the stone as a pillow and slept on the
ground. Consequently, since he was imbued with common sense and a hardy
attitude and was free of all human pretense, he was found worthy of that
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remarkable vision. Our Lord is like that, you see: When he sees a dutiful soul that
makes no account of present realities, he demonstrates his own great care for
him.”

Chrysostom's interpretation reveals a deeper spiritual truth: God's favor often rests upon those who
approach life with a sense of humility and contentment. It is not the pursuit of worldly possessions or
the clamor for recognition that attracts divine grace, but rather a quiet and unassuming heart that is
open to recognizing God's presence even in the simplest of things. Chrysostom's words echo a
timeless lesson: Our Lord is drawn to those who, like Jacob, possess a "dutiful soul" and do not
become overly preoccupied with the "present realities." When we are able to detach ourselves from
the anxieties and demands of the material world, we create space within ourselves for a deeper
connection with the divine. In this state of openness, even the most ordinary experiences can become
imbued with blessings. The stone serves as a powerful reminder that blessings can be found in
unexpected places. The very rock that Jacob used as a pillow became a symbol of divine encounter.
Psalm 137 similarly expresses a similar thought: “Happy the one who takes and dashes Your little ones
against the rock!” (Ps 137:9) “That is to say, shall dash all corrupt and filthy thoughts against Christ”
(St. Ambrose)

St. Jerome further expounds on Jacob's asceticism, drawing attention to his challenging
circumstances. Fleeing from the wrath of his brother Esau, Jacob found support and comfort in a
stone. This stone, symbolic of Christ, becomes a source of strength for those facing persecution.
However, for the unbelieving Jew, it poses a stumbling block, leading to potential downfall: “consider
our ascetic [Jacob]: he was running away from a very cruel man; he was fleeing his brother, and he
found help in stone. That stone is Christ. That stone is the support of all those who suffer persecution,
but to the unbelieving Jew, it is “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of scandal.”

When we accept trials and tribulations we learn to find comfort and rest in the rock of Christ. When we
choose to rely solely on God, He turns even the hardest, (rock), situations into experiences of comfort
and rest. The rock will then humble those seeking salvation but grind to powder those who choose to
do evil. In the same way, Jacob sees heaven when: he runs away from evil, (escaping his brother Esau),
discards the comforts and cares of this world, (sleeping on a rock), and obeys God, (following the
instruction of his parents)

The narrative underscores the significance of accepting trials and tribulations as opportunities for
growth. When we choose to rely solely on God, even the most challenging situations, such as the rock,
can transform into experiences of comfort and rest. The stone acts as a metaphor, humbling those
seeking salvation while grinding to dust those who embrace evil. In Jacob's case, his journey unfolds
as he runs away from evil while escaping his brother, discards the allure of worldly comforts while
sleeping on a rock, and obey God in following the instructions of his parents. These acts of obedience
and self-sacrifice set pace to allow him to perceive the ladder reaching up to heaven.

Turn the Rock into an Altar

When we face challenges and difficulties in life, it is all too easy to become discouraged and
overwhelmed. However, the story of Jacob in Genesis 28:18-22 offers a powerful reminder that even in
the midst of trials, we can find hope and transformation. Jacob after he had experienced his fair share
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of trials and tribulations in fleeing from his home, and using a stone as a pillow to rest for the night,
realized that this stone was more than just a rock. It was a symbol of his encounter with God. In a
dream, Jacob had seen a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, with angels ascending and
descending. And God had spoken to him, promising to be with him and to bless him. Jacob awoke
from his dream feeling a sense of awe and reverence. He realized that the stone he had used as a
pillow was a sacred object, a place where he had encountered the presence of God.

So, Jacob took the stone and set it up as a pillar. He poured oil on top of it and called the place Bethel,
which means "house of God." He then made a vow to God, promising to worship him and to give him a
tenth of everything he received.

“then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his
head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. And he called the name of
that place Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously. Then Jacob
made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that | am
going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that | come back to my
father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. And this stone which | have
set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me | will surely give a
tenth to You.” (Genesis 28:18-22)

As we face our own trials and tribulations, we can learn from Jacob's example. We can learn to turn our
rocks into altars, places where we encounter God and where we make vows of faithfulness to him. And
we can learn to trust that God is always with us, even in the midst of our darkest moments. When we
sacrifice ourselves to God through long suffering and prayer, we will have something to show for, as
our Lord always looks out for our best interests. He will never leave us or forsake us, and he will always
work for our good. So, let us not be discouraged by our trials, but let us instead see them as
opportunities to grow closer to God and to experience his transforming power.

Love Reduces Work and Time

Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.”
And Laban said, “It is better that | give her to you than that | should give her to another man. Stay with
me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed only a few days to him because of the
love he had for her.” (Genesis 29:18-20)

Jacob's love for Rachel serves as a profound allegory of the relationship between Christ and His
church. Rachel, in this context, symbolizes the church, representing the collective body of believers
united in faith. The number seven, often associated with perfection and completeness, holds
significant meaning in this story.

When we serve Christ and His people with genuine love, our service becomes a testament to the
perfection of our devotion. As Jacob served Laban for seven years to obtain Rachel's hand in marriage,
his love for her made the arduous labor seem like a short time. Similarly, when we serve Christ and the
church out of love, the challenges and sacrifices we encounter become less burdensome, for our
hearts are set on a higher purpose.
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The allegory of Jacob and Rachel teaches us that true love transcends hardship. When someone is
captivated by love's desire, they willingly endure difficulties and dangers, their sole focus being the
attainment of their beloved. In the same vein, our love for Christ and His church should motivate us to
persevere through trials, knowing that the reward of our service is eternal life and communion with
God.

Furthermore, Jacob's love for Rachel highlights the importance of commitment and faithfulness. He
remained steadfast in his service to Laban, even when faced with unexpected challenges and
disappointments. “You see, when someone is smitten with love’s desire, far from seeing any problem,
he easily puts up with everything, albeit fraught with danger and much difficulty besides, having in
view one thing only—obtaining the object of his desire.” (St. John Chrysostom) Our love for Christ and
His church should mirror this steadfastness, leading us to persevere in our faith despite life's
uncertainties. The allegory of Jacob and Rachel serves as a reminder that our service to Christ and His
church is not merely an obligation but an act of love. When we serve with genuine love, our hearts are
filled with joy and purpose, and the challenges we encounter along the way become opportunities for
growth and sanctification.

Wrestling with God

In the depths of the night, under a veil of stars, Jacob, found himself locked in an intense struggle.
Unbeknownst to him, he was grappling with the divine, a Man of unparalleled strength and wisdom.
Hours passed, and as dawn approached, the Man realized that He could not overpower Jacob through
sheer force. With a deft touch, He struck the socket of Jacob's hip, dislocating it and causing him
excruciating pain.

"Let Me go," the Man urged, "for the day breaks."

But Jacob, filled with an unwavering determination, refused to yield. "I will not let You go
unless You bless me!" he exclaimed.

Recognizing Jacob's unwavering resolve, the Man inquired, "What is your name?"
"Jacob," he replied.

The Man then uttered words that would forever change Jacob's destiny. "Your name shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel,” He declared. "For you have struggled with God and with
men, and have prevailed."

A surge of awe and wonder washed over Jacob as he realized the profound significance of this
encounter. He yearned to know more about the enigmatic Man with whom he had grappled, so
he asked, "Tell me Your name, | pray."

"Why is it that you ask about My name?" the Man replied.

And with a touch of His hand, the Man blessed Jacob. Overwhelmed with emotion, Jacob named the
place Peniel, meaning "the face of God," for he had indeed seen God face to face and emerged from the
encounter with his life preserved. Jacob limped away from Peniel, forever transformed by his
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experience. From that day forward, the children of Israel refrained from eating the muscle that had
shrunk on Jacob's hip, a poignant reminder of the divine encounter that had shaped their patriarch's
destiny.

Jacob's wrestling match serves as a powerful allegory, encouraging us to tenaciously seek blessings
and understanding from God. It teaches us that through prayer, trials, toil of service, and the pursuit of
wisdom, we can draw nearer to the divine and receive His transformative touch. Like Jacob, we may
not always comprehend the mysteries we encounter, but we can trust that God's grace is sufficient to
sustain us on our journey.

Toil for the Sake of Obtaining Virtues

St. Ambrose delves deeper into the spiritual significance of Jacob's wrestling match. He emphasizes
that Jacob, having purified his heart and embraced a peaceful disposition, first relinquished his
worldly possessions and then engaged in a solitary struggle with God. This act of forsaking worldly
attachments, Ambrose argues, brings one closer to the divine image and likeness.

The wrestling with God symbolizes a profound spiritual struggle for virtue. It is a contest against a
superior force, with the aim of becoming a more faithful imitator of God. Jacob's unwavering faith and
devotion during this struggle led to a divine revelation. God touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh,
signifying a profound spiritual connection.

“therefore Jacob, who had purified his heart of all pretenses and was manifesting a
peaceable disposition, first cast off all that was his, then remained behind alone
and wrestled with God . For whoever forsakes worldly things comes nearer to the
image and likeness of God. What is it to wrestle with God other than to enter upon
the struggle for virtue, to contend with one who is stronger and to become a better
imitator of God than the others are? Because Jacob’s faith and devotion were
unconquerable, the Lord revealed his hidden mysteries to him by touching the side
of his thigh .For it was by descent from him that the Lord Jesus was to be born of a
virgin, and Jesus would be neither unlike nor unequal to God. The numbness in
the side of Jacob’s thigh foreshadowed the cross of Christ, who would bring
salvation to all people by spreading the forgiveness of sins throughout the whole
world and would give resurrection to the departed by the numbness and torpidity
of his own body. On this account the sun rightly rose on holy Jacob, for the saving
cross of the Lord shone brightly on his lineage. And at the same time the Sun of
justice rises on the person who recognizes God, because he is himself the
everlasting Light.” - St. Ambrose

This connection of touching, Ambrose suggests, foreshadows the lineage of Jesus Christ, who would
be born of a virgin descendant of Jacob. The numbness in Jacob's thigh, caused by the touch, is seen
as a prefiguration of the crucifixion of Christ. Through his sacrifice on the cross, Christ would bring
salvation to all humanity by offering forgiveness for sins and the promise of resurrection. The sun then
rising on Jacob, he argues, symbolizes the radiant light of the Lord's saving cross shining upon his
lineage. Moreover, the Sun of Justice, which represents God's everlasting light, rises upon those who
acknowledge and recognize God.
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In essence, St. Ambrose interprets Jacob's wrestling match as a profound spiritual journey of
purification, struggle, and divine revelation. It foreshadows the coming of Christ and the salvation he
would bring to the world. The symbolism of the sun emphasizes the divine light that shines upon
those who seek and recognize God.

E Review Questions

1. What should one do in times of conflict? (A: Turn deeper to God and attempt to find
comfort in the rock of Christ.)

2. True or false? Jacob wrestled with our Lord. (A: True)

3. True or false? Favoritism in parenting alienates one child and causes their jealousy to

grow. (A: True)
4. True or false? Esau’s toiling was still accounted for even though he did not have any

self control with Jacob. (A: False)
5. True or false? Esau threatened to kill Jacob for taking his birthright. (A: True)
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BIBL301 - Patriarchs

Service In the life of Joseph

BIBLE BASICS

Favored yet Hated

Joseph, a young man, only seventeen years of ages, was distinguished and favored by his father. Out of
love for Joseph, Jacob made him an ornate robe.

“Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their
father a bad report about them. “Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his
other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age;and he made an
ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than
any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.” (Gen 37:2-3)

While Jacob set Joseph apart with the robe, Joseph set himself apart with his virtues. St. John
Chrysostom says: “Why does he also indicate to us Joseph’s age? For you to learn that his youth
constituted no obstacle to virtue and for you to have a complete awareness of the young man’s
obedience to his father and his sympathy for his brothers despite their savagery. Despite his being so
well disposed to them, Joseph was unable to win them over to concord with him on the grounds of his
youth so as to be willing to maintain the bond of love. Instead, they saw from the outset the youth’s
inclination to virtue and the father’s favor for him and were prompted to envy him. You see, “they
brought false reports about Joseph to their father Israel.”The ornate robe was a metaphor for many
things, such as him standing out from his youth, as well as set up to be glorified.

As Joseph then had a dream, and told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. Joseph's dreams
serve as a catalyst for the escalating tension between him and his brothers. “He said to them, “Listen to
this dream | had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and
stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it. His brothers said to him,
“Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of
his dream and what he had said. Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he
said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”
When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you
had? Will your mother and | and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before
you? His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.” (Gen 37:5-11) His brothers
were consequently filled with envy; they were just blinded and could not be optimistic.

Joseph, favored by his father Jacob, recounts two vivid dreams to his family. In the first dream,
Joseph's sheaf of grain stands upright while his brothers' sheaves bow down to it. In the second
dream, the sun, moon, and eleven stars bow down to Joseph. These dreams, interpreted as symbols of
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Joseph's future dominion over his family, ignite a deep-seated jealousy and resentment within his
brothers.

The brothers reactions to these dreams reveal their underlying insecurities and fears. The brothers'
question, "Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" underscores their apprehension
about being subordinate to their younger brother. Theirimmediate response is to hate him even more,
highlighting the destructive power of envy. Jacob's rebuke of Joseph, questioning the audacity of his
dream, adds another layer of complexity. While seemingly chastising Joseph, Jacob also "kept the
matter in mind," suggesting an underlying recognition of the potential significance of these dreams.

The Cycle of Service and Struggle

The story of Joseph's dreams introduces a broader theme: the cyclical nature of service and struggle.
Those who engage in honest and dedicated service often experience periods of intense demand and
pressure. This can lead to feelings of being overwhelmed and burdened. Servants across various roles
and responsibilities will encounter different challenges and setbacks. These struggles are not
indicative of failure but rather a natural part of the cycle of service. Sometimes a servant feels relied on
so heavily and then gets pulled on more and more, especially their service is honest, before starting to
face many struggles.

“My child, when you come to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for testing. Set your
heart right and be steadfast, and do not be impetuous in times of calamity. Cling to
him and do not depart, so that your last days may be prosperous. Accept whatever
befalls you, and in times of humiliation be patient. For gold is tested in the fire, and
those found acceptable, in the furnace of humiliation. Trust in him, and he will help
you; make your ways straight, and hope in him. You who fear the Lord, wait for his
mercy; do not stray, or else you may fall. You who fear the Lord, trust in him, and
your reward will not be lost. You who fear the Lord, hope for good things, for
lasting joy and mercy. Consider the generations of old and see: has anyone trusted
in the Lord and been disappointed? Or has anyone persevered in the fear of the
Lord and been forsaken? Or has anyone called upon him and been neglected? For
the Lord is compassionate and merciful; he forgives sins and saves in time of
distress.” This will happen to everyone. Everyone in service will go through a stage
similar. But everyone’s response will be different. Some may have already gone
through one of such trials, others may have not. Some respond positively, while
others stay in limbo, stuck, unable ever to yield the fruit of the trial.

Serving the Lord involves facing trials, preparing ourselves by being spiritually ready, with a strong
hopeful heart, and staying calm during difficult times. Trials are like a refining fire that purifies our
faith. St. Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 acknowledges the difficulties but emphasizes that these trials do
not have the final say: “We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not
in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.” St. Paul faced immense
challenges and hardships in his ministry. He was constantly under pressure, facing persecution, and
experiencing physical and emotional difficulties yet he maintained resilience and unwavering faith in
the face of adversity.
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These passages are a powerful reminder that even in the midst of difficulties, we can remain steadfast
in the faith. Joseph's life exemplifies these principles. He faced immense trials, beginning with the
rejection of his brothers. After Joseph’s coat was taken, he essentially was being stripped of all
previous glory. He was forced to start his life entirely, in the land of Egypt which was the God of Israel
did not reign. There was no family, no familiarity of worship, no community. A devastating situation
that many would cry to God in despair. Yet, he did not allow it to waver his faith in our Lord. He
remained faithful to God, maintaining a strong heart and calm demeanor. Everyone faces trials, but
our responses differ. Some respond positively and grow, while others remain stuck.

Leaving Your Dream with God

Imagine the emotions of Joseph as he goes from his father's favorite son with big dreams, to being
sold as a slave to ending up on the slave crew of Potiphar in Egypt. Imagine the emotional turmoil that
Joseph must have endured during this period. Stripped of his identity, separated from his loving
father, and subjected to the dehumanizing conditions of slavery, his world was turned upside down.
It's natural to wonder how he reacted to such a profound injustice. Did he cry out to God in anger? Did
he question his faith? Did he harbor feelings of resentment towards his family, or even towards God
Himself?

It's plausible to question if Joseph, like any human being in his situation, experienced a whirlwind of
negative emotions. Perhaps a surge of anger towards his brothers, a sense of betrayal that cut deep.
Maybe questioning God's plan, wondering why he had been allowed to suffer such a cruel fate. It's
even possible that he entertained thoughts of revenge, vowing to repay his brothers for their
treachery.

What would you have been praying to God during these days? (Genesis 37:12-36) What would your
response be? Anger to God? Not caring to God’s laws. Hatred to family? Hatred to the world? Just like |
was treated, | will do to others? Living out of spite? Imagine those are the emotions he had - let say
maybe he had them momentarily and beat them. Wouldn’t they linger in the background for years?

These emotions, while understandable, are also dangerous. Resentment and bitterness can fester,
poisoning the soul and leading to a cycle of destructive behavior. Joseph, however, did not succumb to
these negative impulses. His story is not one of revenge, but of redemption.

Prosperous with God

Despite his trials, Joseph remained steadfast in his faith. He continued to trust in God's plan, even
when it seemed incomprehensible. He refused to let bitterness consume him. Instead, he chose a path
of with God.

“The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his
Egyptian master. When his master saw that the Lord was with himand that
the Lord gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and
became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household,and he
entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in charge of
his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the
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Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar
had, both in the house and in the field.So Potiphar left everything he had in
Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything
except the food he ate.” It did not take time for him to be prosperous again.
Keeping God by His side, he gains trust in Potiphar's house.

Note here his response to the trial: he kept the Lord by His side. He did not grumble against God. He
kept Him and his statutes in his heart. He cared to please God, to the point where Potiphar noticed his
integrity and how God remained by his side, thus putting him in charge. He responded to the trial with
godly integrity and was accordingly put in charge.

Now, again, integrity, honesty and dedication to God does not comes unchallenged. Joseph
clearly was victorious over his first trial, a great one for that matter. Yet, now, after defeating the first
challenge of having grown up exalted and favored in his families house, only to be rejected and be
found alone, Joseph is about to be threatened for even greater isolation.

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took
notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”

But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern
himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my
care. 9 No one is greater in this house than | am. My master has withheld nothing
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could | do such a wicked
thing and sin against God?” And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he
refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.

One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household
servants was inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!”
But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.

Joseph’s story is renowned for his courage to stand firm for his purity. Yet when Potiphar’s wife comes
and tells him to be with her, he is not only being given a temptation of lust, but much greater; a
temptation to not be alone anymore. Having been rejected by his family, being alone in a town where
he knew no one, the man who does not cling to God may desire to feel accepted. Potiphar’s wife, in
some sense, offered this to him. Yet, Joseph’s response was unequivocal, he did not feel alone: “How
then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” The presence of God was real before him. In
the midst of trial, in the midst of rejection, in the midst of temptation, Joseph knew he was before God.
Add to this, that this is the same man who grew up in a house whose brother was filled with evil. It is
thus fair that he did not have the knowledge of the law and understanding of the law like we do. He
was not as exposed to it as us. But he upheld, somehow, what was right! Recall that 10
commandments were not even written yet! This is an incredible feat.

A Leader in Prison

Through these trials, he recognizes that his success is not self-made. He enters prison, and though he
is now even more ostracized and alone, he maintains his integrity and reaffirms God's authority.
Although, at each stage before the struggle, Joseph may have felt he had reached the pinnacle of
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success, God envisioned a different summit. This principle applies to us as well. He consistently has
something extraordinary in store for us. While it may not appear glorious from our perspective, it
undoubtedly is from His.

And [Joseph] was there in the prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed
him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the
keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the
prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. The keeper of the prison did not
look into anything that was under Joseph’s authority, because the Lord was with
him; and whatever he did, the Lord made it prosper.” The make of the best servant:
his integrity was phenomenal. he truly accepted whatever state he was putin. We
tend to think that | need to plan and fight to be the leader and be ambitious for the
services/work, but service is about true honesty with God. - Genesis 39:20-23

Joseph's unwavering integrity is truly remarkable. It serves as a shining example of what it means to
be a devoted servant. Joseph's story illustrates a powerful principle: it doesn't matter what task we're
given, whether it seems menial or insignificant. The key is to approach every responsibility with a
heart of dedication and excellence. Joseph's commitment to doing everything right, even in the dire
circumstances of his imprisonment, is a testament to his character.

This unwavering integrity didn't go unnoticed. It paved the way for his promotion to a position of
authority within the prison. This transformation highlights a profound truth: when we embrace our
circumstances with integrity and a commitment to serving God wholeheartedly, He can use our
situations for His purposes and elevate us in due time. Joseph's story resonates with the Apostle Paul's
teaching in Philippians 4:11: "I have learned in whatever state | am, to be content." This contentment
doesn't imply passivity or complacency; rather, it reflects a deep-rooted trust in God's sovereignty and
a willingness to serve faithfully, regardless of our circumstances.

Joseph displays the make of a great servant. When we approach our roles and responsibilities,
whether in the church or in other areas of life, with Joseph's level of integrity and commitment, we
open ourselves to God's blessings and guidance. It's not about seeking recognition or demanding
specific roles; it's about serving with a pure heart and trusting God to direct our paths. The attitude of
"this class or nothing" stands in stark contrast to Joseph's example. It's a reminder that a spirit of
entitlement and a focus on personal preferences can hinder our spiritual growth and limit our
opportunities to serve effectively. Joseph's story calls us to approach every task, no matter how
seemingly insignificant, with a spirit of excellence and a willingness to serve God wholeheartedly. As
we do so, we position ourselves to experience God's favor, just as Joseph did. Remember, God sees our
hearts and honors our faithfulness. He can use our humble service to accomplish extraordinary things.

Transformed When Hidden

The Lord never abandoned Joseph; St. Ambrose says: “therefore | might say Joseph was happier when
he was put into prison, because he was giving witness on behalf of chastity. For modesty is a good gift
but one of lesser merit when it involves no risk. Where, however, it is maintained at the risk of one’s
safety, there it wins a more abundant crown. With his case unheard, his truthfulness unexamined,
Joseph is sent into prison as if guilty of a crime. But the Lord did not abandon him even in prison. The
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innocent should not be troubled when they are attacked on false charges, when justice is overcome
and they are shoved into prison. God visits his own even in prison, and so there is more help for them
there, where there is more danger.”

God's providence is never absent, even in the darkest of moments. When St. Ambrose reflects on
Joseph’s imprisonment, he highlights the sanctity of suffering for righteousness’ sake. Joseph's
steadfastness in preserving chastity under peril brought him a greater spiritual crown. This teaches
that trials for the sake of virtue are not only allowed by God but are avenues for deeper communion
with Him. Trials are not a sign of abandonment but an opportunity to experience God’s nearness more
profoundly. In the prison of unjust suffering, Joseph encountered the sustaining presence of the Lord,
showing that God does not merely observe our struggles from afar but enters into them with us.

St. John Chrysostom further elaborates on this theme, likening virtue to a pearl that shines no matter
where it is placed. Joseph’s ability to thrive, even in a prison cell, reflects the transformative power of
divine grace: “you notice how even when Joseph encountered troubles he had no sense of distress;
instead, the creative wisdom of God transformed all his distress. Just as a pearl reveals its peculiar
beauty even if someone buries it in the mire, so too virtue, wherever you cast it, reveals its
characteristic power, be it in servitude, in prison, in distress or in prosperity. So since, even when cast
into prison, he won over the chief jailer and received from him control of everything there, let us see in
this case as well how Joseph reveals the force of grace coming his way.” (Homilies on Genesis 63.2.)
External circumstances cannot diminish the light of a soul rooted in God. Instead, adversity becomes
an opportunity to reveal the beauty of God’s work within us. Through Joseph, we learn that focusing
on God, even in suffering, opens paths for deliverance and transformation, allowing His grace to turn
trials into blessings.

The Baker and Cupbearer: The Fruit of Discernment

Joseph’s journey reflects the profound spiritual reality of rejection and divine intimacy. Betrayed by
his brothers, unjustly accused, cast into prison, and now forgotten even by those he helped, Joseph’s
life became a testament to the transformative power of communion with God. Despite these layers of
rejection, Joseph did not grow bitter or despondent. Instead, he turned to God with complete
dependence, his closeness to God refining his soul and granting him the extraordinary gift of
discernment.

“We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one to interpret them.” Then Joseph said to
them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams.”

When he interpreted the dreams of his fellow prisoners, he humbly declared, “Do not interpretations
belong to God?” attributing all wisdom to the Lord rather than himself. Joseph’s humility shines even
brighter in his appeal to the butler :“But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me
kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. | was forcibly carried off from the land
of the Hebrews, and even here | have done nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon.” He did not
seek to exalt himself or recount his righteousness. His words carried no hint of resentment toward
those who wronged him or demands for vindication.
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St. John Chrysostom beautifully captures this moment, noting that Joseph’s request to be
remembered reflects a deep humility and a philosophical disposition. He did not dwell on his
innocence or the injustices he endured but asked only for a simple act of mercy: “Joseph’s appeal to
the butler to remember him and intercede with Pharaoh for him can be interpreted as a sign of his
philosophical attitude and his great humility.”

This teaches us that true faith does not rely on the acknowledgment of others or visible
rewards. Joseph’s steadfastness was rooted in a faith that remained unshaken by external
circumstances. Even in the depths of prison, he embodied the heart of a servant—humble, faithful, and
unwavering in trust that God’s providence would prevail in its time. Through Joseph, we see that those
who draw near to God are not only upheld in suffering but transformed, their virtues perfected
through trials.

Leadership - Vision, Wisdom, Understanding, and Boldness

This peak of discernment stemmed from Joseph's reliance on God and marked the pinnacle of his
transformation. His journey exemplifies a profound truth about leadership: true leadership
necessitates the destruction of self, a feat Joseph had remarkably accomplished. Consequently, he
was ideally prepared to assume a leadership role. Similarly, our capacity for servant leadership is
shaped by our experiences with and reliance on God. We must possess vision and a deep desire for our
children's well-being, coupled with the wisdom and understanding that come from depending on God.

Our vision as servant leaders should always be focused on a holy objective for the children we serve.
Our goal goes beyond a lesson delivery; it's about nurturing their relationship with God and preparing
them for future struggles. Like Joseph, we must look ahead, ensuring they have the spiritual
sustenance needed to face life's challenges. This sustenance is rooted in reliance on God. Additionally,
a deep wisdom and understanding of the Church, as well as its people, is a good quality in any servant
or leader.

Joseph's unwavering boldness in acknowledging God, even before the most powerful monarch on
earth who worshipped other gods, is a testament to his faith (Genesis 41:25-28). He was unashamed of
his God, His sovereignty, and his religion.Are you as bold in speaking on behalf of your Maker and
Savior? He was fearless and zealous religiously. There is no vengeance in a successful service. Then
Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone
leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his
brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about
it”

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two
years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and
reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives
by a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to my father and say to
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him, This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t
delay.”

In this moment of revelation to his brothers, Joseph's emotional outburst reveals the depth of his
feelings. He reassures them, emphasizing that their actions, while hurtful, ultimately served a godly
plan. Joseph's humility and unwavering faith in God's plan are evident as he acknowledges, yet again,
that it was God, not his brothers, who orchestrated his journey. At this point, Joseph had reached the
pinnacle of success, yet he faced a critical juncture where an unwise decision could jeopardize
everything. His story serves as a reminder that even in positions of power and influence, our choices
must align with our faith and values.

No Vengeance in Service

Joseph's ultimate rise to power in Egypt was not a result of ambition or manipulation. It was a
testament to his unwavering faith, his wisdom in interpreting dreams, and his ability to forgive those
who had wronged him. As a leader, he demonstrated foresight, compassion, and a deep understanding
of human nature. This final stage of servant leadership is characterized by visionary thinking, wise
decision-making, and the capacity to forgive and reconcile, even in the face of great hurt.

As a servant leader, you will inevitably encounter differences of opinion and even conflicts with those
you serve with. Some may unintentionally cause harm, while others may act with deliberate malice.
However, Joseph's response to his brothers offers a powerful example of how to navigate these
challenges. His ability to forgive, reconcile, and ultimately lead with wisdom and compassion
demonstrates the transformative power of servant leadership. There is no place for revenge in service.

The path to becoming a servant leader is not always easy. It requires courage, humility, and a
willingness to learn from both successes and setbacks. However, by embracing these stages of growth
and development, we can cultivate the qualities necessary to lead with integrity, wisdom, and
compassion. Remember, servant leadership is not about power or control; it's about serving others
with a genuine heart and empowering them to reach their full potential.

E Review Questions

1. Did Joseph’s faith in God ever waver? (A: No)
True ro false? Joseph became a leader in prison? (A: True)

3. What did the ornate robe represent? (A: It represented him standing out from his
youth, as well as being set up to be glorified.)

4. True or false? Joseph always remained unashamed of what he believed in, whether it
was accepted or not. (A: True)

5. Who were Joseph’s brothers? (A: The sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah.)
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BIBL301 - Patriarchs

Service in the life of Moses

BIBLE BASICS

His Importance

Moses authored the first five books of the Bible, collectively known as the Pentateuch or the Jewish
Law. These books, consisting of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, provide a
comprehensive account of the origins of the universe, the creation of mankind, the early history of the
Israelites, and the establishment of their covenant with God. The Pentateuch serves as the
foundational text of Judaism and holds immense significance for Christians as well. It narrates the
story of the Israelites' liberation from slavery in Egypt, their journey through the wilderness, and the
giving of the Torah, the law of God, on Mount Sinai. Moses stands as a central figure in these narratives,
serving as a mediator between God and the Israelites.

His unparalleled status as a prophet is attested to in Deuteronomy 34:10-12, which proclaims that
"since then there has not arisen in Israel, a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, in all
the signs and wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt before Pharaoh, before all
the servants, and in all his land, and by all that mighty power and all the great terror which Moses
performed in the sight of all Israel." (Deuteronomy 34:10-12) This verse underscores Moses'
exceptional relationship with God, marked by direct communication and intimate understanding. He
was not merely a leader who guided the Israelites out of slavery; he was a prophet who received the
Torah—God’s sacred law—which forms the foundation Christian faith. It highlights his role in
performing miraculous signs and wonders, both in Egypt before Pharaoh and throughout the
Israelites' journey.

Moses is a model of leadership, faith, and service. His life, filled with divine encounter and human
struggle, offers profound lessons for understanding the intersection of personal humility, spiritual
obedience, and responsibility. We will explore Moses, not simply as a historical figure, but as a servant
of God, whose life was marked by his commitment to God’s call and his sacrificial devotion to the
people entrusted to his care. At the heart of Moses' life and legacy is the theme of service. From his
birth to his death, Moses embodies the ideal of a servant leader, one who is both a humble instrument
in God’s hands and a steadfast guide for a nation in the wilderness. The Exodus narrative, the Ten
Commandments, and the covenantal relationship between God and Israel are woven together through
Moses’ obedient leadership, shaped by his personal encounters with God and his enduring struggles
with the people he was called to lead.

Background: Drawn out of Water

Moses was born into a time of great strife and hardship. He was a descendant of the tribe of Levi, one
of the twelve tribes of Israel, born to Amram and Jochebed, both members of the Levitical priestly line.
His birth came at a time when the Israelites were suffering under the brutal oppression of the Egyptian
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Pharaoh, who feared their growing numbers and subjected them to harsh slavery. The Pharaoh, in an
attempt to curb the population of the Israelites, had decreed that all male Hebrew children be thrown
into the Nile River to drown. This edict, designed to break the spirit of the Israelites, marked the
backdrop of Moses’ infancy and early life.

However, God’s providence was evident from the very beginning. Moses’ mother, Jochebed, in
defiance of Pharaoh's decree, placed her son in a basket made of reeds and set him afloat on the Nile,
trusting in God's protection. The infant Moses was discovered by Pharaoh's daughter, who, moved by
compassion, adopted him as her own and named him Moses, meaning "drawn out of the water." Thus,
Moses was raised in the Egyptian royal court, receiving an education and privileges that few could
imagine, all while carrying the identity of an Israelite. His early life in Pharaoh’s palace was marked by
an inherent tension between his Hebrew heritage and the comforts of his royal upbringing.

However, Moses’ sense of justice was stirred at an early age. As a young man, he witnessed an Egyptian
taskmaster brutally beating a Hebrew slave. In a moment of righteous anger, Moses intervened, killing
the Egyptian and hiding his body in the sand. Realizing that his act of defiance could not remain
hidden, Moses fled Egypt to escape Pharaoh’s wrath, thus beginning a new chapter of his formative life
in exile.

Moses spent the next forty years in the land of Midian, where he married Zipporah, the daughter of the
Midianite priest Jethro, and became a shepherd. It was during this period of relative obscurity that
Moses encountered the famous burning bush on Mount Horeb, where God revealed His name—*“l AM
WHO | AM”—and called Moses to return to Egypt and lead the Israelites out of bondage. This godly call
marked the beginning of Moses’ mission to become the servant of God and the leader of His people.

Moses' journey was not without its challenges, as he faced opposition from both his own people and
the Egyptians. However, his unwavering faith and unwavering determination propelled him forward.

Background: Jewish Servitude

The backdrop of Moses' life in Egypt is inseparable from the suffering of the Israelites under Pharaoh’s
oppressive rule. The Israelites, who had once been honored guests in Egypt under the leadership of
Joseph, had become enslaved over time. As years passed, a new pharaoh ascended to the throne who
did not know or care about the contributions of Joseph, the Israelite who had once saved Egypt from
famine. This pharaoh, driven by fear and prejudice, grew increasingly concerned about the growing
population of the Jews. He worried that they might one day challenge his authority or even attempt to
take over Egypt.

Pharaoh's fear of their increasing numbers led to brutal labor, forced to build cities and work in the
fields under the harshest conditions. Their cries for deliverance reached the ears of God, and it was
into this context of suffering that Moses was called.

Moses’ role as deliverer and lawgiver is tied to this backdrop of injustice and hardship. The Exodus, the
event through which God liberated the Israelites from slavery, was not only a physical liberation but a
spiritual one. Through Moses, God demonstrated His sovereignty over Egypt’s gods and rulers,
culminating in the ten plagues that broke Pharaoh’s resistance. The Passover, which commemorates

222



the final plague, the death of the Egyptian firstborns, became a lasting symbol of God’s deliverance
and His faithfulness to His covenant.

Through the Exodus, Moses led the Israelites not only out of physical slavery but toward spiritual
freedom, a new identity as God’s chosen people. The journey through the wilderness, the giving of the
Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai, and the establishment of the covenant between God and Israel
are all essential elements in Moses’ role as both servant and leader.

Background: Prince Moses

The Princess of Egypt, known for her compassion and grace, discovered a baby floating down the river.
The infant, wrapped in a basket, had eyes as dark as the night sky and a cry that tugged at her
heartstrings. Moved by his plight, the princess took the child into her care, realizing the significance of
his name, Moses, which meant "to draw out of the water" in the ancient Coptic tongue.

His sister, Mariam, a clever and watchful soul, observed this act of kindness and approached the
princess with a proposal. She suggested finding a Jewish nanny to care for the boy in the palace,
ensuring that he would receive the love and care of his own people. The princess, recognizing the
wisdom in this request, agreed, and thus, Jochebed, Moses's own mother, became his nanny.

Moses’ adoption into Pharaoh’s household was nothing short of miraculous. He grew up in the lap of
luxury, educated in the wisdom of Egypt and enjoying all the privileges of a royal life. In this regard,
Moses was a "prince" of Egypt, receiving the finest education available to one of Pharaoh's own sons.
Acts 7:22 describes him as "mighty in words and deeds," indicating that he was well-trained in both the
arts of rhetoric and the physical prowess necessary for leadership. His Egyptian upbringing exposed
him to the culture, religion, and governance of one of the most powerful empires of the ancient world.

Despite the privileges of his position, Moses never fully severed his ties with his Hebrew heritage.
According to Hebrews 11:24-26, when Moses grew up, he chose to identify with the oppressed people
of Israel rather than remain in the comfort of the royal court. His awareness of his true identity as a
Hebrew would later play a pivotal role in the development of his character and his eventual mission to
liberate his people from slavery.

Moses' transformation from prince to fugitive marks a crucial turning point in his life. The Bible tells us
that, when Moses was about forty years old, he went out to visit his fellow Hebrews, who were still
laboring under the whip of their Egyptian taskmasters. Seeing an Egyptian man beating a Hebrew
slave, Moses, in a fit of anger, killed the Egyptian and buried his body in the sand (Exodus 2:11-12).
When he discovered that his act of violence was known, Moses feared for his life. Pharaoh sought to kill
him, and Moses fled to the land of Midian, a desert region to the east of Egypt.

This moment of crisis marked a significant shift in Moses’ life. He left behind his position of power,
wealth, and influence, choosing instead the life of a stranger in a foreign land. In Midian, Moses would
spend the next forty years of his life as a shepherd, far removed from the grandeur of Egypt. But it was
in this period of exile, away from the comforts of royal life, that God began to prepare Moses for the
great task that lay ahead. In the solitude of the desert, Moses would encounter the God of his
ancestors and receive his divine calling to return to Egypt and lead the Israelites out of bondage.
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His Calling: A New Life

The story of Moses is not simply the story of an individual’s rise to leadership; it is, more profoundly,
the story of how God, in His sovereign plan, chooses a flawed and unlikely vessel to accomplish His
will. Moses' calling at the burning bush marks the moment in his life, where he transitions from an
exiled shepherd to the deliverer of Israel. After forty years in the wilderness of Midian, Moses had
settled into a quiet life. He married Zipporah, the daughter of a Midianite priest, and became a
shepherd, tending to the flocks of his father-in-law. Yet, this period of obscurity was not to be the end
of Moses’ story. The God of his forefathers had not forgotten him, and it was in the desolate wilderness
that God chose to reveal Himself in an extraordinary way.

One day, while tending the flocks on Mount Horeb, Moses saw a remarkable sight—a bush that was on
fire but not consumed by the flames. This was no ordinary fire; it was a supernatural sign that drew
Moses in, compelling him to investigate. As he approached, the voice of God called out to him from
within the flames: “Moses, Moses!” (Exodus 3:4). Moses responded, “Here | am,” a phrase that, in the
biblical context, signifies openness and readiness to listen. God then instructed Moses to remove his
sandals, for he was standing on holy ground. This act of removing his sandals was symbolic of Moses'
need to acknowledge the holiness and sacredness of this divine encounter. The ground was holy not
because of its physical nature, but because the presence of God Himself had made it so. It was here, in
the presence of the holy God, that Moses was about to receive his calling.

“Pass by like Moses, that you may see the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of
Jacob and that you may see a great vision. This is a great vision, but if you wish to
see it, remove the sandals from your feet, remove every bond of iniquity, remove
the bonds of the world, leave behind the sandals which are earthly. Likewise Jesus
sent the apostles without sandals, without money, gold and silver, so that they
would not carry earthly things with them. For the man who seeks the good is
praised not for his sandals but for the swiftness and grace of his feet, as Scripture
says, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, of those
who bring glad tidings of good things!” Therefore remove the sandals from your
feet, that they may be beautiful for preaching the gospel.” - St. Ambrose of Milan

St. Augustine delves deeper into the symbolism of footwear, equating it with the leather derived from
deceased animals. He interprets this directive as a call to abandon "dead works" - actions devoid of
spiritual life and purpose: “What are the shoes? Well, what are the shoes we wear? Leather from dead
animals. The hides of dead animals are what we protect our feet with. So what are we being ordered to
do? To give up dead works. This is symbolically what he instructs Moses to do in his honor, when the
Lord says to him, “Take off your shoes. For the place you are standing in is holy ground.” There’s no
holier ground than the church of God, is there? So as we stand in it let us take off our shoes, let us give
up dead works.” The removal of these shoes, as instructed by God to Moses, signifies a profound
transformation, a shedding of the old self to embrace a new path.

Similarly, St. Gregory of Nazianzus echoes this sentiment, emphasizing the significance of shedding
material attachments when approaching God. “And as to shoes, let him who is about to touch the holy
land which the feet of God have trodden, put them off, as Moses did upon the mount, that he may
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bring there nothing dead; nothing to come between man and God.” The land of service, likewise
cannot be mixed with earthly attachments. We too are called to remove our worldly shoes as we
embark on the journey of a spiritual service.

His Calling: Beginning with Divine Revelation

The Lord God then spoke directly to Moses saying: "I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." (Exodus 3:6) Moses, a humble shepherd tending his flock, was
far from aspiring to leadership. The task of leading the Israelites out of Egypt, across the vast and
treacherous Sinai deserts, and into the Promised Land of Canaan seemed overwhelming and beyond
his capabilities. Initially, Moses lacked the ambition and determination required for such an
undertaking. He doubted his ability to fulfill the role of a guide and leader for the Hebrew people,
questioning whether he possessed the necessary qualities and skills. Furthermore, it is uncertain
whether Moses, during his youth, displayed any particular interest or inclination towards religious
matters. His life as a shepherd in the wilderness had not prepared him for the immense responsibility
that now lay before him.

In the midst of the burning bush encounter, Moses learned something of profound significance: the
nature of the God who was calling him. When Moses questioned God about His name, asking, “What
shall | say to them? Who sent me?” (Exodus 3:13), God revealed Himself in a way that would shape the
entire history of Israel—and indeed, the entire biblical narrative. He said:

“l AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘Il AM has sent me to
you.”” (Exodus 3:14)

This revelation of God’s name, YHWH (often translated as "LORD"), means “l AM” or “| AM WHO | AM.” It
is a name that reflects God's eternal, self-existent nature. God is not defined by any outside force; He
simply is. This name is the foundation of God’s covenantal relationship with Israel—it affirms that God
is the ever-present, unchanging, and self-sustaining Creator who is not bound by time or place.

For Moses, this revelation was not just a theological statement—it was a call to understand the scope
and nature of the mission he was about to undertake. The God who had appeared to him in the
burning bush was not a distant deity, but the very same God who had made promises to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and who was now about to fulfill those promises by liberating His people. The God
who spoke to Moses was not only the God of history but the God of the present—active, involved, and
preparing to intervene in the life of Israel.

His Calling: A Reluctant Response

Having revealed His identity, God proceeded to tell Moses of the mission he was to undertake. He was
to return to Egypt and lead the Israelites out of slavery, into a land flowing with milk and honey—a
land God had promised to give to their ancestors. In God’s words: “I have indeed seen the misery of my
people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned about
their suffering. So | have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians...” (Exodus 3:7-8)

This declaration was not just a call to action; it was the unveiling of a divine plan, one that had been in
the works since the time of Abraham. God was not sending Moses as a mere political leader or military
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general; He was sending Moses as His representative, the instrument of divine deliverance. The Exodus
was not just an event in the life of Israel—it was the manifestation of God's covenantal faithfulness.

Moses, however, did not respond to this call with immediate acceptance. Instead, he questioned God’s
choice of him, expressing reluctance and self-doubt. His first response was, “Who am | that | should go
to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11). Moses felt inadequate for the
monumental task before him, believing that his past, his exile, and his apparent lack of power
disqualified him from such an important role.

In response, God reassured Moses, not by pointing to Moses’ own qualifications, but by emphasizing
His own presence and power: “I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12). God’s promise was clear—Moses was
not to rely on his own abilities, but on the certainty of God’s presence and divine enablement. Moses
continued to protest. His next concern was, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say,
‘The Lord did not appear to you’?” (Exodus 4:1). To this, God gave Moses signs to authenticate his
mission, such as turning his staff into a serpent and his hand becoming leprous (Exodus 4:3-7). Each of
these signs was not only a miracle in itself, but also a divine guarantee that Moses’ authority came
from God and not from his own power.

Despite these assurances, Moses was still hesitant. He expressed his fear of inadequacy, saying,
“Pardon your servant, Lord. | have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken
to your servant. | am slow of speech and tongue” (Exodus 4:10). Moses, deeply aware of his own
limitations, worried that his lack of eloquence would hinder his ability to persuade the Israelites and
Pharaoh. In response, God addressed Moses' concerns directly. He reminded Moses that He Himself
was the Creator of the human tongue and that He would equip him to speak and act according to His
will: “Who gave human beings their mouths? ... Now go; | will help you speak and will teach you what
to say” (Exodus 4:11-12).

At this point, Moses’ reluctance reached its peak, and he flatly asked God to send someone else
(Exodus 4:13). But God, though angered by Moses’ refusal, responded with patience and provision. He
allowed Moses to have his brother Aaron as a spokesman, yet the core of the mission remained with
Moses: it was he who would lead the people out of Egypt. Moses had no more excuses, and God’s will
would be accomplished through him, despite his fears and weaknesses.

God Has His Own Plan

God's selection of Moses as His prophet and the deliverer of the Israelites is a profound testament to
the divine plan in action, particularly as it highlights the contrast between human perception and
divine omniscience. Moses, despite his privileged upbringing in the Egyptian royal court, possessed an
innate sense of justice and compassion that would ultimately lead him to fulfill God's purpose for his
life.

Moses's early life was far removed from the suffering and oppression of his fellow Hebrews. Raised as
an adopted son of Pharaoh's daughter, he was immersed in the opulent lifestyle and power structures
of the Egyptian ruling class. This environment would not typically foster empathy for the oppressed; in
fact, it could easily have bred indifference or even disdain for them. Yet, God had instilled in Moses a
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unique sensitivity to injustice and a deep-seated compassion for the vulnerable. This inherent quality
manifested itself in his actions, even when he may not have fully understood their significance.

The incident where Moses defended a Hebrew slave from an Egyptian overseer, and his subsequent
intervention in a fight between two Israelites, were not merely isolated acts of bravery or
impulsiveness. They were clear indications of God's hand at work, shaping Moses's character and
preparing him for the monumental task that lay ahead. These incidents foreshadowed his future role
as the defender and lawgiver of his people, revealing his inherent qualities of leadership, courage, and
compassion.

The narrative of Moses's life serves as a powerful reminder that God's ways are not our ways. His plans
often unfold in unexpected ways, and He uses individuals who may not seem outwardly qualified or
prepared. God sees beyond human limitations and recognizes the potential within each person. He
calls us to trust in His wisdom and to surrender to His will, knowing that He will equip us for the tasks
He has set before us.

God is in Control

God's sovereignty and control are consistently displayed throughout the Biblical narrative, particularly
in His selection of leaders. Often, He chooses individuals who are overlooked or deemed unqualified
by human standards. This is exemplified in the life of Moses, a man with a speech impediment and a
history of violence. Despite these perceived shortcomings, God saw Moses' potential and transformed
him into a powerful leader, capable of confronting Pharaoh and guiding the Israelites out of Egypt.
This transformation highlights God's ability to mold and shape individuals according to His divine will,
equipping them with the necessary skills and character traits to fulfill their God-given purpose.

Furthermore, God's control extends beyond individual lives to encompass the orchestration of events
and circumstances. He works behind the scenes, aligning situations and opportunities to achieve His
divine plan. This is evident in the story of Joseph, where God used Joseph's enslavement and
imprisonment to ultimately elevate him to a position of power in Egypt, where he was able to save his
family and the surrounding nations from famine. This demonstrates God's ability to weave together
seemingly disparate events to accomplish His purposes, showcasing His omniscience and meticulous
planning.

God's control is also manifested in the establishment of divine law and order. The giving of the Ten
Commandments and the Mosaic Law at Mount Sinai exemplifies God's authority and wisdom. These
laws served as a guide for the Israelites, shaping their moral and ethical behavior and establishing a
foundation for a just and righteous society. Moreover, God's continued guidance and instruction at the
Tent of Meeting provided Moses and the Israelites with direction and clarity, demonstrating His
intimate involvement in the lives of His people.

God both created a leader in Moses and formed unity within a nation in the desert. Moses proved to be
a leader of a certain amount of intolerance to unfairness; and yet would put his people before himself.
Moses’ compassion for his people surpassed his own desire for personal gain. Instead of hoarding
power and glory for himself, Moses displayed a remarkable act of humility. He appointed seventy
elders to share his burdens, recognizing the collective wisdom and strength of the community.
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Furthermore, Moses displayed a profound trust in God's sovereignty by asking the Lord to appoint the
next leader of the Israelite nation.

This act of selflessness serves as a powerful reminder that our service should always be directed
towards God, rather than seeking personal recognition or glory. True leadership involves empowering
others, sharing responsibilities, and acknowledging that our purpose is ultimately to serve the greater
good, as exemplified by the life of Moses.

Endure to the End

Moses journey was fraught with challenges and wonders. Through divine intervention, Moses
possessed extraordinary abilities. He could foretell plagues that would devastate Egypt, a feat that
shook the foundations of the mighty Pharaoh's empire. With a mere wave of his staff, he parted the
Red Sea, allowing the Israelites to cross on dry land, leaving their pursuers stranded and defeated.

During their arduous journey through the wilderness, Moses witnessed the miraculous manna raining
from heaven, a daily provision that sustained the Israelites. He ascended Mount Sinai, where he
received the Ten Commandments—the bedrock of their faith and moral code. Moses' profound
leadership transformed a group of enslaved people into a devoted nation, united in their worship of
God and adherence to the Law.

However, despite Moses' great accomplishments, fate had a different plan for him. He was denied
entry into the Promised Land of Canaan—a land flowing with milk and honey, a symbol of God's favor
and blessing. The reason for this was a single act of disobedience. In a moment of frustration, Moses
struck a rock twice to produce water for the thirsty Israelites, instead of speaking to it as God had
instructed. This act of disobedience, though seemingly minor, violated God's command and resulted in
Moses being barred from entering the land he had longed for and worked tirelessly to reach.

It is a poignant reminder that even the greatest of leaders, despite their accomplishments and divine
favor, are subject to the consequences of their actions. Moses' story serves as a cautionary tale,
highlighting the importance of obedience and faithfulness to God's commands. His legacy remains as
a testament to the power of faith, leadership, and the profound impact one person can have on the
course of history.

A call for Perfection

In the midst of a barren desert, where thirst gripped the hearts of the Israelite nation, Moses stood
before a towering rock, tasked with providing water for his people. Instead of speaking to the rock as
the Lord had instructed, Moses struck it twice with his staff. This act of disobedience had far-reaching
consequences. The Lord, witnessing Moses' actions, addressed both him and Aaron: "Because you did
not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this
assembly into the land which | have given them." (Numbers 20:12). In that moment, Moses' fate was
sealed. He would not be permitted to enter the promised land of Canaan, the land that flowed with
milk and honey. The consequences of his disobedience were severe and dire.

Years later, as Moses' life neared its end, a longing filled his heart. He yearned to witness the beauty of
the promised land, to gaze upon the pleasant mountains and the majestic Lebanon. With trembling
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hands, he approached the Lord once again, pleading, "l pray let me cross over and see the good land
beyond Jordan, those pleasant mountains, and Lebanon." (Deuteronomy 3:25)

But the Lord's response was resolute: "l was angry with you on your account and would not listen to
you." (Deuteronomy 3:26). Moses' plea fell on deaf ears. The Lord reminded him of his disobedience at
Meribah, where he had struck the rock instead of speaking to it. "Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift
your eyes toward the west, the north, the south, and the east; behold it with your eyes for you shall not
cross over this Jordan." (Deuteronomy 3:27).

With a heavy heart, Moses ascended Mount Pisgah and gazed upon the promised land from afar. He
could see the rolling hills, the lush valleys, and the shimmering waters of the Jordan River. The beauty
of the land filled him with a bittersweet joy. Though he could not enter, he knew that his people would
inherit the land that he had longed to see.

While Moses’ single display of disobedience prevented his entrance into the Promised Land, his
greatness far outweighed his punishment; as it must have been intended by God. The Law Moses
established through God became known as the Mosaic Law. Moses is mentioned in the New
Testament more than any other Old Testament prophet, the Transfiguration with the Lord Jesus Christ
talking to Moses and Elijah is recorded in three New Testament Holy Gospels. A leader by God’s design,
a lawmaker by God’s will, and a sinner portrayed by his human weakness made known before the
nation he led, Moses persevered to the end and his love to God never failed. "It is neither the faith, nor
the love, nor the hope, nor the endurance of one day; Rather, he that endures to the end will be
saved..." St. Clement of Alexandria, (c. 195.)

The Lord’s Faithful Servant

Moses knew the Lord face to face, held the Ten Commandments in his hands written by the finger of
God, and was buried by the Lord himself. He delivered to us the Pentateuch.

Genesis The creation of the world, the first covenant with Adam and Eve, the Flood, and Abraham’s
descendants.

Exodus The escape from Egypt, and the Ten Commandments.

Leviticus Holiness and Worship.

Numbers Census spies entering Canaan, Balaam, while Joshua assumes leadership from Moses and

prepares the Israelites to enter Canaan.

Deuteronomy Moses the Prophet’s farewell speech before the Israelites move toward and into the land of
Canaan.
Filled with Grace
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God’s plan often unfolds in unexpected ways. Moses, though raised as an Egyptian prince, was called
by God to be the leader of a slave people. His reluctance and hesitations remind us that God does not
call the qualified, but qualifies the called. Moses’ story is a testimony that God uses ordinary, flawed
individuals to accomplish extraordinary things. God’s calling is not based on our abilities or
qualifications, but on His grace and power. Moses was aware of his limitations, but God assured him
that His presence would empower him. This promise of divine accompaniment is extended to all who
are called by God.

Moses’ hesitations remind us that fear, doubt, and insecurity are common human responses when
faced with God’s call. Yet, God’s patience and provision show us that even in our weakness, His
strength is made perfect. The success of God’s plan does not depend on our own strength, but on our
obedience to His will. God’s plans are often greater than we can imagine, and His grace is more than
sufficient to bring them to fruition. The journey of Moses, from a shepherd in the wilderness to the
leader of a nation, shows us that God has a plan for each of us—a plan that, though it may seem
daunting, will always be accompanied by His presence and provision.

Although Moses’ punishment was not to enter into the Promised Land, perhaps with God, Moses was
living its fulfillment long before he could reach it. Moses talked with God face to face and God knew
Moses in person.

EWW

What is the name of the Law Moses established through God? (A: Mosaic Law)

Was Moses allowed to enter the promised land? (A: No)

What was the promised land named? (A: Canaan)

What books did Moses write? (A: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy.)

5. What are these first five books called? (A: Pentateuch.)

> @ =
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3.2 Christ and Salvation in OT

Christ in the OT Sacrifices

BIBLE BASICS

The Meaning of Blood
Blood is a symbol of Life. Moses commands Israel:

“Be sure that you do not eat the blood, for the blood is the life; you may not eat the life
with the meat.”
(Deuteronomy 12:23, NKJV)

Blood is giving of one’s life. And the Book of Leviticus explains why blood is central to sacrifice:

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it to you upon the altar to make
atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.”
(Leviticus 17:11, NKJV)

From these texts we observe three clear truths.

1. Blood is not presented as a magical substance, but as a sign of life. To pour out blood is to offer
life.

2. Blood is given “upon the altar” by God’s command—atonement is not human invention but
God’s provision.

3. Atonement requires a life offered in place of another, teaching that reconciliation with God
cannot be achieved by denial of sin but by God’s appointed means of restoration.

St. Paul confirms this in his epistle to the Hebrews:

“And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding
of blood there is no remission.”
(Hebrews 9:22, NKJV)

And similarly in Romans 3:25, “Whom God set forth as atonement by His blood.”

This does not mean God is bloodthirsty. It means sin is truly deadly, and restoration is costly. In fact,
through the blood we receive redemption, remission of our sins and atonement. The Gospel of St.
Matthew 20:28 “The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life a
ransom for many.”

Christ is our Passover. He offered to us His sacrificial Body and Blood, as the True Paschal Meal. As we
receive Christ's sacrificial Body and Blood we also passin Him and with Him to the new life, accepting
His risen life.
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“Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are
unleavened. Forindeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”
(1 Corinthians 5:7, NKJV)

The sacrificial system trains the conscience to recognize that communion with God is not regained by
passivity and excuses, but by cleansing and active reconciliation.

Why Were Sacrifices Offered in the Old Testament?

The Law prescribes sacrifices not as random rituals, but as ordered responses to life with God in a
fallen world. The sacrifices address:

1. Communion with God (thanksgiving, dedication, fellowship)
2. Sin and uncleanness (cleansing and restoration)
3. Thejustice and mercy of God (atonement provided by God)

The Old Testament commonly describes five offerings:

Burnt Offering

Grain (Meal) Offering

Peace (Fellowship) Offering
Sin Offering

Trespass (Guilt) Offering

Sacrifices are offered for sins committed that displeases God and for death. Burnt, grain and peace
offerings chiefly express dedication, thanksgiving, and communion. These voluntary offerings made
by fire as a sweet smelling aroma to the Lord. Sin and Trespass offerings address death, which is
mandatory. Mandatory atonement for the sins of the offerer. Offered outside the tabernacle.

When sacrifices are offered, the offerer acknowledges and admits his/her sin. Realization is essential
for return to God and for acceptance of the offering/sacrifice. The offerer would not offer a sacrifice
unless he realized his sinfulness. Realizes that the wages of sin is death.

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.
Understand the concept of redemption. St. Paul is clear in his epistles:

in Hebrews 9:22 says:

“And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding
of blood there is no remission”. Hebrews 9:12

“Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all.” Ephesians 5:2
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“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma”. Ephesians 1:7

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace”. Romans 3:24-25

“being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God set forthasa propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed overthe sins that were
previously committed,”.

Every sin must be punished either in he who committed the sin or in someone else that takes his
place (ransom). If you don’t believe that Christ is the redeemer and you don’t hide behind His
divine grace and mercy, must pay the punishment yourself (death). Justice of God must be
exercised one way or another. Either through the Cross of Christ or eternal death to he who
rejects the ransom.

Believe that the sacrifice carries his/her sins. The Father’s justice is now satisfied when He sees that the
Sacrifice (Christ crucified) has carried the punishment of sin (death). Isaiah 53:6 “The Lord has laid on
Him the iniquity of us all”.

Principles When Offering: Confession and Identity

The offerer brings the offering to the door of the Tabernacle of Meeting. He confesses his sins while
placing their hands on it. By placing his hands on it, the sins are transferred from the offerer to the
sacrifice. This act is not casual. It is the ritual sign of identity: the offerer is no longer approaching God
“as he is,” but through the sacrificial gift - showing a transfer of identity. The offerer put his own
identity upon the sacrifice. The offeror and the sacrifice become one.

This teaches a theological principle that the New Testament later reveals more fully: sinners do not
come to God by self-justification, but through a mediator and an offering appointed by God.

The Burnt Offering: Total Consecration

The burnt sacrifices are offered from bulls, lambs, goats, turtle doves, or pigeons. The burnt offering is
wholly given to God. None is eaten. It is consumed in fire as a “sweet aroma” to the Lord. This teaches
that true worship is not bargaining but total surrender.

The animal is required to be without blemish, and the whole sacrifice ascends to God. Our Lord Jesus
Chirst is perfect and willingly gave His life for us.

The offering is then skinned and cut into pieces which is a symbol of the examination that Jesus went
through regarding his deed and words. This prepares us to understand Christ’s perfect obedience:
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“He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross.”
(Philippians 2:8, NKJV)

The burnt offering teaches that the heart of sacrifice is not merely suffering, but obedience offered to
the Father, a theme fulfilled perfectly in Christ.

“Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered”
(Hebrews 5:8 , NKJV)

The Grain Offering: The Life Offered in Thanksgiving

The grain offering is made of flour, oil, and frankincense, seasoned with salt, with no leaven or honey
(Leviticus 2). Unlike the blood sacrifices, this offering highlights not death, but a life offered in
thanksgiving and dedication.

From its elements, the theology becomes visible:

Flour (ground fine) suggests a life yielded, formed, and prepared.
Oil signifies anointing and consecration.

Frankincense rises as fragrance—service offered to God.

Salt signifies covenant faithfulness.

The prohibition of leaven teaches the rejection of corruption in what is offered to God, and the
avoidance of honey warns against presenting worship as mere indulgence or self-pleasure.

This offering foreshadows Christ as the true bread of life, offered not only in death, but in the holiness
of His entire earthly life.

The Peace Offering: Communion and Shared Joy

Cattle, sheep, or goats were the animals typically offered as peace offerings. These animals were to be
without blemish, symbolizing the purity and perfection that God requires in those who approach Him.
The offerer would place his hand on the head of the animal, signifying the transfer of his sins and guilt
to the animal. The animal would then be slaughtered, and its blood would be sprinkled on the altar.
The fat and certain choice parts of the animal would be burned on the altar as a sweet-smelling aroma
to the Lord.

The remainder of the peace offering was divided into three parts.

e One part was given to the priests as their portion,
e another part was given to the offerer and his family, and
e the third part was offered to the poor and needy.

This division of the offering symbolized the sharing and unity that was to exist among God's people.
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The peace offering was often associated with joy and gladness. The offerer and the priest would eat
together from the sacrifice, signifying their fellowship with one another and with God. It teaches that
reconciliation culminates in communion.

Through the sacrifice of the animal, the offerer's sins were atoned for, and he was restored to a right
relationship with God. In this way, the peace offering foreshadowed the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, who offered Himself as a peace offering for the sins of the world.The peace offering is offered for
thanksgiving to God, Eucharist. The peace offering therefore prepares us to understand that salvation
is not only forgiveness of guilt, but entrance into shared life with God.

The peace offering also served as a reminder of the need for repentance and confession before
communion.

“But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
(1 Corinthians 11:28, NKJV)

Christ here is a symbol of joy not only to the Father but to everyone as well. The peace offering is
offered for thanksgiving to God, in the Eucharist.

In the burnt offering, Christ offers Himself to the Father while in the peace offering, He offers Himself to
everyone. Through Christ we are reconciled with the Father, in the burnt offering, as only blameless
males were offered. In the peace offering, the sacrifice could be of male and females (relating to the
offeror).

The Sin Offering: Cleansing and Bearing Sin

Outside the tabernacle, a bull or a goat is offered as a sin offering. The sin offering, addressing
uncleanness and sin, is associated with removal and separation because sin does not belong in the
holy presence.

Here we must state the point carefully. It is not that “God cannot look” in the sense of weakness or
limitation. Rather, Scripture teaches that God is holy, and sin cannot be embraced as acceptable. The
separation of the sin offering teaches the seriousness of sin and the necessity of cleansing.

This prepares the mind for Christ, who bears sin not by becoming morally sinful, but by taking sin’s
burden and penalty upon Himself:

“All we like sheep have gone astray... and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
(Isaiah 53:6, NKJV)

“Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree...”
(1 Peter 2:24, NKJV)

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”
(2 Corinthians 5:21, NKJV)
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The Eucharist, a Christian sacrament, reflects this sacrificial offering. In the Eucharist, Christ offers
Himself to the Father as both the "Offerer" (the Priest) and the "Offering" (the Sacrifice). Through our
union with this Sacrifice, known as "Holy Communion," we identify with the sacrifice and receive
forgiveness of sins. The prayer in the St. Basil Liturgy acknowledges this, praying,“We offer unto You
Your gifts from what is Yours, for everything, concerning everything, and in everything.”

The sin offering therefore teaches a canon-wide truth: God condemns sin, yet provides a bearer of sin
so the sinner may be restored.

The Trespass Offering: Guilt, Restitution, and Healing the Breach

Like the sin sacrifice, the trespass offering is offered outside the Tabernacle. The Trespass offering
involves presenting a male ram or its monetary equivalent to the Lord, along with restitution for any
stolen or damaged property. Additionally, a one-fifth surcharge is added to the compensation,
underscoring the gravity of the offense.

While the Sin Sacrifice primarily addresses the inherent nature of sin, the Trespass Offering focuses on
the specific actions and consequences resulting from sinful behavior. Two distinct categories of
Trespass Offerings are recognized in Scripture.

e The first pertains to offenses committed against the holy things of the Lord, such as
mishandling consecrated objects or failing to adhere to prescribed regulations.

e The second category encompasses trespasses against individuals, involving actions
that cause harm, injustice, or deprivation.

The trespass (guilt) offering addresses sin not only as corruption but as damage, harm done to God’s
holiness and to neighbor. It therefore includes restitution: what was taken or harmed must be made
right, with an additional portion.

This offering deals with the act of sins. There are two types. The first is against the Holy things of the
Lord and the second against people. Sin Sacrifice addressed the nature of sin while the Trespass
Sacrifice addressed the act of sin. By Christ’s death every sin can be forgiven.

This teaches that repentance is not merely sorrow, but restoration and healing of breaches. The
trespass offering trains the conscience toward responsibility, without denying God’s mercy.

Christ fulfills this not only by forgiving, but by restoring what sin has ruined. Crucially, the Trespass
Offering finds its ultimate fulfillment in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. Through His redemptive
work on the cross, every sin, both in its nature and its actions, can be forgiven and reconciled. Christ's
perfect sacrifice provides the necessary atonement for the transgressions of humanity, enabling
believers to receive pardon, healing, and restoration in their relationship with God.

Christ on the Cross: Priest, Altar, and Offering

The sacrifices teach categories. The Cross reveals their fulfillment.
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Christ is not merely a victim. He is the High Priest who offers Himself freely:

He prepares the altar not in a building but on Golgotha.

He carries the wood, as Isaac carried wood up the mountain, but He is the true beloved Son
who completes the offering.

He offers Himself, on the altar of sacrifice, in obedience, not compulsion.

The fire of suffering consumed the sacrifice on the altar, signifying the washing away of the
sins of all generations.

When Christ says:

“Itis finished.”
(John 19:30, NKJV)

Before the sacrifice turned into ashes, Christ uttered the profound words, "It is finished." These words
declares that the sacrificial pattern has reached its completion—not abolished as meaningless, but
fulfilled as accomplished reality.

In response, we partake of the blood of the sacrifice, represented by the Eucharist. We symbolically
sprinkle it around the altar, which represents our souls. This act signifies the cleansing and purification
of our hearts and minds. As 1 Corinthians 3:16 states, "Do you not know that you are the temple of God
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?"

The Blood of Christ and Our Communion

The blood shed from Christ’s side holds immense significance in the salvation of mankind. Scripture
teaches that remission, redemption, and sanctification are inseparable from the offering of Christ’s life.

First, the New Testament confirms the Old Testament principle that forgiveness is granted through
sacrificial blood:

“And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding
of blood there is no remission.”
(Hebrews 9:22, NKJV)

Yet Christ’s blood is not merely shed on earth. The Epistle to the Hebrews teaches that Christ entered
the heavenly sanctuary on our behalf:

“Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”
(Hebrews 9:12, NKJV)

This blood is also not held at a distance from the Church. In the Eucharist, believers receive true
communion in what Christ offered:
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“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”
(1 Corinthians 10:16, NKJV)

Therefore, Christ’s sacrifice is not only an event to be remembered, but a reality in which we are
permitted to participate. For those who are spiritually dead, Christ commands participation in His life:

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son
of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.”
(John 6:53, NKJV)

Because Christ’s blood is offered “for us,” its effects are described in the strongest terms: justification,
redemption, and forgiveness.

“Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were
previously committed,”
(Romans 3:24-25, NKJV)

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace”
(Ephesians 1:7, NKJV)

At the Cross, then, Christ offers His life to the Father in perfect obedience; and through communion
with Him, we become partakers of what He offered. His obedience is counted on our behalf because
we are united to Him. The Father accepts the sacrifice from Him and receives us in Him.

Matthew 27:25 Clarified
The Gospel records that a crowd said:

“And all the people answered and said, ‘His blood be on us and on our children.””
(Matthew 27:25, NKJV)

This verse must not be used to assign collective or perpetual blame to the Jewish people as a whole. In
context, it describes a specific moment and a specific crowd. Judgment belongs to God alone, and the
New Testament consistently teaches that all peoples stand in need of repentance and mercy.
Theologically, Christ’s blood is not given to fuel hatred, but to bring forgiveness to the
world—including those who once opposed Him, many of whom later believed (Acts 2:36-41).

The New Testament emphasizes that His blood secures true redemption:

“Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”
(Hebrews 9:12, NKJV)
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. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
And the Church receives this sacrifice sacramentally:

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?”
(1 Corinthians 10:16, NKJV)

Thus the sacrifices reach their goal: not continued slaughter, but union with Christ’s once-for-all
offering.

What the Sacrifices Teach Us About Christ

From Scripture’s pattern, we learn:

Blood signifies life offered, and atonement is God’s gift, not human invention.
Sacrifice teaches that sin is deadly and cleansing is costly, yet mercy is provided.
The offerings train Israel to recognize consecration, thanksgiving, communion, cleansing, and
restitution.
e Christ fulfills all sacrifices as:

o Priest (the One who offers)

o Offering (the One offered)

o Atonement (the One who reconciles)
o Communion (the One shared)

In Christ, the sacrifices are not repeated because their purpose is accomplished. What remains is the
life they were always meant to form: repentance, holiness, thanksgiving, and communion with God.
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E Review Questions

1. Whatis the blood a symbol of?
[Blood is a symbol of life.]
2. What are the 5 types of offering?
[burnt, flour/grain, peace, sin and trespass]
3. What does Burnt, grain and peace offering address?
[They address the sins that displease God, which is voluntary]
4. What is voluntary offering?
[Voluntary offerings made by fire as a sweet smelling aroma to the Lord.]
5. What does Sin and Trespass offerings address?
[They address death, which is mandatory.]
6. Where is the mandatory offering offered?
[Mandatory atonement for the sins of the offeror is offered outside the tabernacle.]
7. What does laying of the hand on the sacrifice mean?
[By placing of the hand, the sins are transferred from the offerer to the sacrifice.]
8. How did Christ prepare the Altar for His sacrifice?
[He carried the wood (Cross) of the burnt offering. The fire (His suffering) consumed the
sacrifice on the altar (the sins of all generations).]
9. How is the Blood of the Eucharist related to the sacrifice?
[We take the blood of the sacrifice (Eucharist) and sprinkle it around the altar (our souls).]
10. How do we partake of Christ offering?
[Through our union with Christ (Eucharist) we become partakers of what Christ offered to the
Father.]
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BIBL302 - Christ and Salvation in OT

The Law of Purification for
Leprosy

BIBLE BASICS

What is Leprosy?

Leprosy in the modern medical sense usually refers to Hansen’s disease, an infection caused
by Mycobacterium leprae(and in some cases M. lepromatosis). It most often affects the skin and
peripheral nerves, and it can also involve the eyes and the lining of the upper respiratory tract. When
untreated, nerve damage can lead to loss of sensation, especially in the hands and feet. Because pain
is not felt, repeated injuries and infections may occur, which can contribute over time to deformities
and disability.

Hansen’s disease typically develops slowly, and Key Term: sara’ at
symptoms may take years to appear. In many parts of the world (often translated “leprosy”)
today, it is treatable, especially when detected early, and A biblical category
effective therapy can prevent severe complications. There is still describing conditions of
dishonor and bias around the world towards lepers. In poorer visible spreading
areas of the world, they are still sequestered and victimized. In corruption that render a

person (or material object)
ceremonially unclean and
in need of priestly
examination (Leviticus
13-14). It should not
automatically be equated
with Hansen's disease.

the ancient world, conditions identified as ‘leprosy’ were widely
feared and often associated with uncleanness and exclusion.

In the Old Testament, “leprosy” (sara‘at) is used more
broadly than modern medical leprosy. This is shown by the fact
that Scripture applies the term not only to persons but also to
garments and even to houses (e.g., “leprous” fabric or “leprous”

houses in Leviticus 13-14). Therefore, when we read about

“leprosy” in the biblical text, we should understand it as a category of ritual uncleanness associated
with visible corruption or spreading defilement, rather than assuming it always refers to Hansen’s
disease.

Because of this, the biblical laws concerning “leprosy” teach not only about physical sickness
but also about holiness, uncleanness, and restoration. The ritual separation of the afflicted person
from the camp highlights a spiritual truth that becomes clearer in the whole canon of Scripture:
uncleanness alienates, but God provides a path of cleansing and return through His appointed means
(Leviticus 13-14), ultimately fulfilled in Christ. To grasp the spiritual significance of the laws of
purification in Leviticus, we must now turn from contemporary medical definitions to the biblical use
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of leprosy as a category of ritual uncleanness, one that carries profound theological meaning within
God’s covenant relationship with His people.

Leprosy in the Bible

Beyond the body

The biblical understanding of leprosy is best grasped by observing how Scripture applies the term,
rather than by attempting to define it abstractly.

First, leprosy is applied not only to persons but also to objects and spaces. In Leviticus 13-14,
garments may be declared leprous, and in Leviticus 14:33-53, entire houses are examined for leprous
contamination.

“If the plague is on the garment, whether it is a woolen garment or a linen garment... if
the plague is greenish or reddish in the garment... it is a leprous plague and shall be
shown to the priest.”

(Leviticus 13:47-49, NKJV)

“When you have come into the land of Canaan... and | put the leprous plague in a house
in the land of your possession...”
(Leviticus 14:34, NKJV)

Since garments and buildings cannot contract disease in a medical sense, this usage demonstrates
that biblical leprosy concerns visible corruption that spreads and defiles, not merely physical illness.

Outside the Camp

Second, those diagnosed with leprosy were required to live outside the camp of Israel until examined
and declared clean by the priest.

“The leper who has the sore shall have his clothes torn and his head bare... He shall be
unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He shall dwell alone; his
dwelling shall be outside the camp.”

(Leviticus 13:45-46, NKJV)

This separation was not presented as a legal punishment or moral condemnation but as a ritual
necessity. Israel was called to be a holy people, and anything identified as unclean, whether arising
from disease, bodily discharge, or contact with death, temporarily disrupted participation in
communal worship.

Restoration through priesthood, not just healing

Third, restoration from leprosy was never self-declared. Even when healing had clearly occurred, the
individual could not return to the camp until the priest went out to examine him and perform the rites
prescribed by the Law.
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“This shall be the law of the leper for the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought to the
priest. And the priest shall go out of the camp...”
(Leviticus 14:2-3, NKJV)

Cleansing was therefore not merely a matter of recovery, but of recognition, mediation, and
restoration. Similarly, an individual fighting sin is only restored after confession, not simply conquering
sin.

Ceasing corruption

The same pattern appears in the case of leprous houses. A house
showing signs of corruption was emptied, examined, scraped, Tertullian

repaired, and re-examined. If the corruption persisted, the house — )
But if [in a case of leprosy] after its

was deStroyed' rehabilitation and transformation,
the priest again observes in that
“Now if the plague comes back and breaks out in the | same house any of the old packs
house, after he has taken away the stones, after he has | ©f stains, may he pronounce it
. | d order its timb d

scraped the house, and after it is plastered, 44 then the i Ro At Siickin [ ST op i i
. . ] its stones and its whole structure
priest shall come and look; and indeed if the plague has | 14 be torm down and cast forth into
spread in the house, it is an active leprosy in the house. It is an unclean place, This s & type of
unclean. 45 And he shall break down the house, its stones, the r:“- b”d;’ and soul, W}:‘” is
. . transformed after baptism, that is
its timber, and ‘all the Plaster of the house, and he shall o e
carry them outside the city to an unclean place.” priest, and then takes up once

(Leviticus 14:43-45, NKJV) more the scabrous contaminations
of the flesh. He is cast forth outside

This process reveals that persistent defilement, if left untreated, | h® &% inte an unclean place. That
is to say, he is "given over to Satan

leads not to coexistence but to removal for the sake of preserving | .. ihe destruction of the flash ™
holiness! Tertullian interprets this pattern as applying to the
baptized believer who returns to former defilements, warning
that unchecked corruption leads again to separation.

Psalm 1 reminds similarly of the progressive nature of sin:

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path
of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful.” (Psalm 1:1, NKJV)

For this reason, the Bible repeatedly warns against unholy companionship and environments (2
Corinthians 6:14; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Proverbs 13:20). The Fathers also echo this concern, not out of
fear, but out of realism regarding human weakness:

e “You despise gold; someone else loves it. You spurn wealth; he eagerly pursues it. You
love silence, weakness and privacy. He takes delight in talking and effrontery in the
public square, and streets, and apothecary shops.... Do not remain under the same roof
with him. Do not rely on your past continence. You cannot be holier than David or wiser
than Solomon....” St. Jerome
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e “The Lord teaches and admonishes that we must withdraw from such. “They are
blinded guides of the blind. But if the blind man guide a blind man, both shall fall into a
pit.” St. Cyprian

e “Paul sounds here like the father who asks a son who despises his parents and prefers
wicked companions: “What are you doing? Do you not realize that you are much nobler
and better than they are?” He will detach his son more easily from such people by
appealing to his self-respect rather than by demeaning him. In the same way, Paul
appeals to the Corinthians, not mentioning himself or God but appealing directly to
their sense of who they are in themselves.” St. John Chrysostom

From these examples, we see leprosy represents a condition of spreading corruption that renders a
person or place unfit for participation in the holy life of God’s people. Its defining feature is not pain or
mortality, but defilement that expands if not addressed. For this reason, leprosy becomes a fitting
image for the effects of sin, not because all sickness is caused by sin, but because sin, like leprosy,
corrupts, isolates, and destroys communion if left untreated.

At the same time, the Law of Moses reveals God’s mercy. Provision is always made for examination,
cleansing, and restoration. The leper is not abandoned but awaited. The priest does not remain
distant; he goes out to meet the one who is separated. Through prescribed rites, the unclean may be
declared clean and restored to life within the camp.

Cleansing a Leper

The law concerning the cleansing of a leper begins not inside the camp, but outside it. Once signs of
healing appeared, the leper was brought to the priest, and the priest himself went out of the camp to
examine him. The leper did not declare himself clean, nor did the community reintegrate him by
consensus. Restoration required priestly examination and mediation.

“This shall be the law of the leper for the day of his cleansing: What is hyssop?
He shall be brought to the priest. And the priest shall go out of

the camp. If the leprosy is healed in the leper, then the priest
shall command to take for him who is to be cleansed two
living and clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.”
(Leviticus 14:2-4, NKJV)

If the leprosy was found to be healed, the priest commanded that
specific elements be brought: two living and clean birds, cedar wood,
scarlet, and hyssop (Leviticus 14:4). One bird was killed over running
water in an earthen vessel; the other was dipped in the blood and
released into the open field (Leviticus 14:5-7). Let us dive into the
different ritual actions.

1. Cleansing begins with divine initiative, not human
assertion: The priest goes out to the leper before the leper
may return. This establishes that restoration flows from God
toward the unclean, not the reverse.
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Hyssop was a very sturdy but
small plant, whose roots could
penetrate rocks, representing
the deep penetration of
forgiveness of sins through the
blood of Christ. “Though hyssop
is a tiny plant, its roots are said
to penetrate the heart of rocks.
|t is also known to be good for a
person’s  internal wounds. In
Leviticus it was dipped In
sacrificial blood and sprinkled
seven times on the body of a
leper, revealing by way of
anticipation that inward stains
of sins could be effectively
rermoved by the precious blood
of the Lord Savior.” Cassiodorus




2. Cleansing involves death and release: One bird dies; the other lives and is set free.
The ritual does not merely remove uncleanness; it marks a transition from death to
life, from confinement to freedom. The leper does not simply return to his former state
but passes through a rite that acknowledges what has been overcome.

3. Cleansing is not superficial: the use of blood and water together reveals that
cleansing is not superficial. Blood signifies life offered; water signifies washing and
renewal. The combination teaches that purification requires both atonement and
cleansing, not one without the other.

4. Cleansing is intentional: The cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop are not incidental
details. These elements recur in purification contexts throughout Scripture, indicating
that cleansing is intentional, costly, and thorough, reaching what is defiled and
restoring it to holiness.

When read in the light of the New Testament, this pattern prepares the reader to recognize Christ as
the true and final High Priest. Just as the priest went outside the camp to examine the leper, so Christ
suffered outside the gate to sanctify the people through His own blood.

“Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered
outside the gate.”
(Hebrews 13:12, NKJV)

The ritual does not replace Christ’s work; it prefigures it, teaching Israel how cleansing, mediation,
and restoration truly occur.

The Living Bird

The ritual of the living bird is described in detail in Leviticus 14:5-7. One of the two clean birds is killed
in an earthen vessel over running water. The living bird, together with the cedar wood, scarlet, and
hyssop, is dipped in the blood of the slain bird mixed with the running water. After the leper is
sprinkled seven times and declared clean, the living bird is released into the open field.

“And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over
running water. As for the living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and
the hyssop, and dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over
the running water. And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed from
the leprosy, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose in the open
field.”

(Leviticus 14:5-7, NKJV)

Death in earthen vessel

The bird that is killed does not die on the ground or on an altar, but in an earthen vessel. The vessel
contains the blood and water, holding together death and cleansing in a single act. The vessel itself is
not preserved or exalted; it merely serves the rite and then passes out of view. This emphasizes that
the instrument is temporary, while the effect of the rite endures.

Released through blood
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The living bird does not remain untouched by death. It is fully dipped in the blood of the slain bird
before it is released. The bird that lives passes through death symbolically before it is set free. Life
follows participation in death; freedom follows contact with blood.

The release of the living bird is essential. The ritual would be incomplete without it. Cleansing does not
end in containment or control but in restored freedom. The bird is not returned to the priest, the camp,
or the leper. It is released into open space, signifying a genuine transition from confinement to life.

New life from death

The living bird represents new life emerging after death, not by avoiding death, but by passing through
it. The leper’s cleansing is not merely the removal of impurity; it is the granting of freedom that follows
purification. The ritual therefore teaches that restoration requires both the ending of corruption and
the beginning of a renewed way of life.

Washing Inside and Out: Ongoing Sanctification

After the ritual involving the birds, the Law does not immediately restore the cleansed leper to
ordinary life. Instead, Leviticus 14:8-9 prescribes a process. The one being cleansed must wash his
clothes, shave all his hair, and wash his body in water. He may then enter the camp but must remain
outside his tent for seven days. On the seventh day, the washing and shaving are repeated before he is
declared clean.

John of Damascus
“He who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, shave off all

his hair, and wash himself in water, that he may be clean. After
that he shall come into the camp, and shall stay outside his
tent seven days. But on the seventh day he shall shave all the
hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows—all his hair
he shall shave off. He shall wash his clothes and wash his body
in water, and he shall be clean.”

(Leviticus 14:8-9, NKJV)

The washing rites teach that purification initiates a life of ongoing
sanctification. While uncleanness is addressed decisively, the
reordering of life continues through obedience, discipline, and time.
Cleansing is not only removal of defilement but the formation of a
new way of living.

This pattern prepares us to understand the Christian life following
baptism. Baptism truly cleanses, yet the baptized are called to
continual renewal, putting away former ways, ordering conduct, and

"8 first baptism was that of the
flood [of Moah] that cut away of
sin. A second was that by the
[Red] Sea and the cloud, for the
cloud |s a symbol of the Spirit,
while the sea is a symbol of the
water, A third i1s that of the
[Levitical] law, for every unclean
person washed himself with
water and also washed his
garments and thus entered
into the camp. A fourth is that
of  John, which was an
introductory baptism leading
those thus baptized o
penance, so that they might
believe in Christ.”

allowing grace to reshape both inward disposition and outward action. Sanctification is therefore
neither self-achieved nor instantaneous. It is lived obedience flowing from an accomplished cleansing.

The Eighth Day: New Creation & Consecration
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The final stage of the leper’s purification occurs on the eighth day (Leviticus 14:10-13). On this day,
the cleansed person brings offerings to the door of the tabernacle, where the priest presents both the
man and the sacrifices before the LORD. Sin offering, trespass offering, grain offering, and oil are all
involved, and the priest declares the offering “most holy.”

“And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, one ewe lamb of
the first year without blemish, three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil as a
grain offering, and one log of oil. Then the priest who makes him clean shall present the
man who is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting. And the priest shall take one male lamb and offer it as a trespass
offering, and the log of oil, and wave them as a wave offering before the LORD. Then he
shall kill the lamb in the place where he kills the sin offering and the burnt offering, in a
holy place; for as the sin offering is the priest’s, so is the trespass offering. It is most holy.”
(Leviticus 14:10-13, NKJV)

The timing of this ritual is significant. Typically, the number seven signifies completion within the
created order, marked by the seven days of creation. The eighth day, therefore, does not repeat the
first cycle but opens a new one. It signifies a beginning that goes beyond ordinary time.

The leper has already been cleansed and reintroduced to the camp. The eighth-day offering does not
remove uncleanness; it consecrates new life. What has been restored is now offered. What has been
healed is now dedicated.

The presence of oil alongside sacrifice further clarifies the meaning. Oil in Scripture signifies anointing,
consecration, and divine empowerment. The cleansed life is not merely accepted back into the
community; it is set apart for God.

The Offering of Flour and Thanksgiving

Among the offerings brought on the eighth day is a grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil (Leviticus
14:10). This offering is not concerned with the removal of sin, which has already been addressed, but
with thanksgiving, consecration, and offering life back to God.

The presence of flour alongside sacrifice reveals that the pinnacle of the purification process is
eucharistic offering, a grateful return of life to the Creator. What has been healed is now offered. What
has been restored now gives thanks.

This understanding was already recognized by Justin Martyr, who writes:

“The offering of flour, which was ordered to be presented for those cleansed from
leprosy, was a prototype of the eucharistic bread, which our Lord Jesus Christ
commanded us to offer in remembrance of the passion He endured for all those who are
cleansed from sin... and at the same time we should thank God for having created the
world and everything in it for the sake of humankind.”
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The Law itself teaches: cleansing leads not only to restored standing, but to thankful participation in
God’s gifts. The eighth day therefore anticipates a life marked by eucharist: by remembrance,
gratitude, and offering.

Senses, Deeds, and Way

In the rites of the eighth day, the priest applies both blood and oil to the right ear, right thumb, and
right big toe of the cleansed person (Leviticus 14:14-18). These actions are deliberate and ordered.

“The priest shall take some of the blood of the trespass offering, and the priest shall put

it on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand,
and on the big toe of his right foot. And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, and
pour it into the palm of his own left hand. Then the priest shall dip his right finger in the
oil that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle some of the oil with his finger seven times
before the LORD. And of the rest of the oil in his hand, the priest shall put some on the tip
of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the
big toe of his right foot, on the blood of the trespass offering. The rest of the oil that is in
the priest’s hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. So the priest shall
make atonement for him before the LORD.”

(Leviticus 14:14-18, NKJV)

The ear signifies hearing and obedience.
The hand signifies action and deeds.
The foot signifies direction and way of life.

The blood is applied first, followed by the oil. This sequence reveals that cleansing precedes
consecration. Forgiveness comes before calling. Healing comes before mission. Therefore,

e Theblood cleanses the senses, our deeds, and our way.
e The oil consecrates the senses, our deeds, and our way to the Lord.

Nothing is left untouched. Salvation is not confined to the inner conscience alone, but extends to
perception, action, and direction. The cleansed life is not merely forgiven; it is reordered.

Provision for the Poor

The Law makes explicit provision for those unable to afford the full offering (Leviticus 14:21-23). The
required sacrifices are adjusted, not removed. The ritual remains the same in meaning, even when
simplified in form.

“But if he is poor and cannot afford it, then he shall take one male lamb as a trespass
offering to be waived, to make atonement for him, one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour
mixed with oil as a grain offering, a log of oil, and two turtledoves or two young pigeons,
such as he is able to afford: one shall be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. He
shall bring them to the priest on the eighth day for his cleansing, to the door of the
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tabernacle of meeting, before the LORD.”
(Leviticus 14:21-23, NKJV)

Access to cleansing is never limited by wealth, but responsibility is never removed by poverty. All are
called to repentance, confession, and restoration. Rich and poor alike. We give according to what we
have, those who have a lot are to give accordingly, those who have little, likewise are to give
accordingly. This principle applies not just spiritually but materially as well.

Summary: From Leprosy to New Creation

The Law of Purification for Leprosy presents more than a ritual response to uncleanness. God restores,
heals, and consecrates His people.

The process begins with recognition of corruption. Leprosy, whether in a person or a dwelling, is
identified by its capacity to spread and defile. Separation follows, not as abandonment, but as
protection, for both the afflicted and the community. Restoration begins when the priest goes out to
the one who is separated. Cleansing is never self-declared. It is mediated, examined, and ordered
according to God’s command.

The ritual of the birds reveals that cleansing requires death and release. One life is given; another
passes through death and is set free. Cleansing ends corruption; release restores freedom. The former
state is not repaired but decisively left behind. The Law then prescribes repeated washing and waiting.
The cleansed person is neither returned instantly to ordinary life nor left in isolation. Instead, he
undergoes a process that reforms habits, conduct, and orientation.

Washing inside and out teaches that purification initiates a life of sanctification, one marked by
obedience, discipline, and patience. God restores fully, but He restores wisely. The process ends on the
eighth day, a moment that does not repeat the old order but opens a new one. The cleansed life is
now consecrated through sacrifice and anointing. What has been healed is offered. What has been
restored is directed toward God.

Similarly, through the blood of Christ and repentance, confession, and communion, we are purified
again. We must purify ourselves from the inside first through Repentance. Only then can the priest
examine us and grant us absolution and penance to remove the roots. We must also cut ourselves
away from evil environments which are not conducive to purity of heart and good works. There is
always work needed in whatever accomplishment you aim. If you seek a psychiatrist, they will be the
first to say, there is no quick fix. Even if they give medications, there will always be a part that is
allocated to the individual for betterment. Likewise with our spiritual lives. There is no quick fix.

E Review Questions

1. What does Leprosy represent Spiritually? (A: Spiritually it resembles sin, which
corrupts the soul.)

249



2. What does the 8th day represent in terms of cleansing of the Leper? (A: The 8th day
represents the consecration of our new purified life to the Lord.)

3. What does the blood represent? (A: The blood cleanses the senses, our deeds, and
our way)

4. What is the purpose of the oil when it comes to cleansing? (A: The oil consecrates our
senses, our deeds, and our way to the Lord.)

5. What can Leprosy of the body and environment do? (A: It can cause a rift between us
and God. Leprosy correlates with sin infecting our soul while leprosy of the house is
evil infecting our surroundings which can lead to leprosy of soul.)

6. What must we do in order to keep good company and prevent us from being
“infected” like the Lepers? (A: We must also cut ourselves away from evil
environments which are not conducive to purity of heart and good works. There is
always work needed in whatever accomplishment you aim.)
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BIBL302 - Christ and Salvation in OT

Christ iIn the Jewish Feasts

BIBLE BASICS

Fulfillment, Not Replacement

The New Testament is a fulfillment of the Old Testament. Everything God did for the Jews in the Old
Testament was preparing them for Christ’s coming in the New Testament. To understand the New
Testament and the significance of Christ’s coming, we need to understand the Old Testament. “The
New Testament is in the Old Testament Concealed and the Old Testament is in the New Testament
Revealed.”

This does not mean that the Old Testament was false or defective. It means that the realities signified
in the Law and the Prophets—often in types and shadows—are made manifest in Christ. The same God
who delivered Israel from Egypt has acted definitively in the death and resurrection of His Son.
Therefore, Christian reading of the Old Testament is neither dismissal nor mere admiration, but
recognition of Christ-centered fulfillment.

Sacred Time and the Number Seven

The Old Testament feasts are arranged within a sacred structure. A key feature of that structure is the
pattern of seven, which appears throughout Scripture as a sign of completeness, fullness, and ordered
holiness.

This pattern is visible in Israel:

The Sabbath is on the seventh day, sanctifying time itself to God.

Major feasts occur within the seventh month, intensifying holy remembrance and repentance.
The Sabbatical year occurs every seven years, training Israel to rest, trust, and release.
Pentecost is counted after seven weeks, signifying fullness before gift.

The Jubilee follows seven times seven years, declaring release, restoration, and renewed life.

By shaping worship around this pattern, the Law teaches that time belongs to God. The feasts are not
merely cultural traditions; they are appointed times that train the people in remembrance,
purification, thanksgiving, and hope.

The Seven Feasts Jesus Celebrated

The Jewish feasts that Jesus Christ celebrated were:

e The Passover
e The Feast of Unleavened Bread
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The Feast of First Fruits
The Feast of Pentecost
The Feast of Trumpets
The Day of Atonement
The Feast of Tabernacles

These feasts are not disconnected observances. Together they form a theological arc that moves from
redemption to sanctification, from harvest to hope, and from atonement to God dwelling with His
people. They teach Israel to expect that God will act again—more fully, more finally, and more
universally—than He did in the Exodus.

Beginnings That Frame the Feasts

These feasts were preceded by 2 main events: Jewish New Year (Nisan 1 ~March 1) and the Cleansing
and New Beginning.

1) The Tabernacle as the Center of Holy Time

When Israel is instructed to set up the tabernacle, it is established at the beginning of the first month,
indicating that worship is not a private option but the organizing center of covenant life.

“On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.”
(Exodus 40:2, NKJV)

And when Moses completes the work, God confirms His presence:

“So Moses finished the work. Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”
(Exodus 40:33-34, NKJV)

This teaches that Israel’s holy calendar is not merely seasonal. It is ordered around the presence of
God. The feasts exist to preserve remembrance and holiness, but their deepest meaning is
communion: God with His people.

2) Cleansing Before Renewed Worship

Holy celebration presupposes purification. When worship is restored, Scripture repeatedly shows
cleansing and confession preceding renewed liturgical life. This is illustrated in Hezekiah’s restoration
of temple worship, where sin offerings are brought and hands are laid upon them:

“Then they brought out the male goats for the sin offering before the king and the
assembly; and they laid their hands on them.”
(2 Chronicles 29:23, NKJV)

The principle is consistent: before God’s people gather and rejoice, corruption must be acknowledged
and removed. Worship is not only joy; it is holiness.
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The goal is not simply to memorize feast names and dates, but to understand how God used holy time
to prepare His people for Christ—and how, through Christ, the Church now lives in fulfilled
remembrance and watchful expectation.

The Passover: Redemption, Sacrifice, and New Beginning
[Nisan 14 // April]

The Passover as the Foundation of Israel’s Sacred Memory

The Feast of Passover stands at the foundation of Israel’s liturgical year. It commemorates God’s act of
deliverance, when Israel was freed from slavery in Egypt by the blood of the lamb and the power of
God. This feast does not merely remember an event; it establishes a pattern of redemption unfolded
progressively until its fulfillment in Christ.

God commands Israel:

“This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to
you.”
(Exodus 12:2, NKJV)

Time itself is reordered around redemption. Israel’s calendar no longer begins with nature or harvest,
but with salvation. From this point forward, history is measured from deliverance.

Sanctification of the Passover Lamb

Before the lamb is sacrificed, it is set apart. The lamb is chosen days in advance, examined, and kept
until the appointed time.

“Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth day of this month every
man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a
household... Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it
from the sheep or from the goats.””

(Exodus 12:3, 5, NKJV)

Sanctification precedes sacrifice. What will be offered must first be examined, chosen, and kept pure.
This prepares Israel to understand that redemption is not accidental, but deliberate and costly.

This sanctification finds a striking parallel when Israel crosses the Jordan and enters the Promised
Land under Joshua, renewing covenant life:

“Now Joshua made flint knives for himself, and circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill
of the foreskins.”
(Joshua 5:3, NKJV)
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“And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened bread
and parched grain, on the very same day.”
(Joshua 5:11, NKJV)

Redemption leads to covenant renewal, not autonomy.

Christ Our Passover: Cut Off for Us

The New Testament reveals that Christ is not merely associated with Passover, He is the Passover
Lamb. His death occurs at the very hour when lambs are slain, and His offering fulfills what the feast
had always proclaimed.

The prophet Daniel foretells the Messiah’s fate:

“And after the sixty-two weeks

Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;

And the people of the prince who is to come

Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.

The end of it shall be with a flood,

And till the end of the war desolations are determined.”
(Daniel 9:26, NKJV)

Christ is “cut off,” not for His own sin, but for the redemption of others.
St. Paul the apostle proclaims this fulfillment plainly:

“For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”
(1 Corinthians 5:7, NKJV)

Passover in the New Testament: The Last Supper and the Cross

On the night of Passover, Jesus celebrates the feast with His disciples—not to repeat it, but to
transform it.

“And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me. Likewise He also took the cup
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”
(Luke 22:19-20, NKJV)

Christ establishes a New Covenant, not sealed with the blood of lambs, but with His own blood.
The Epistle to the Hebrews interprets this moment definitively:

“Then He said, ‘Behold, | have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the first that
He may establish the second. By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of
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the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
(Hebrews 10:9-10, NKJV)

The sacrifice of Christ does not abolish Passover, it completes it.

Passover as a New Beginning

The Fathers of the Church emphasize that Passover signifies not only deliverance, but renewal of
creation itself.

“In like manner also we can understand this statement: ‘This month shall be to you the
beginning of months.” This statement is to be interpreted in reference to time. There is
reference to the pasch of the Lord, which is celebrated at the beginning of spring... Then
there was the mild temperature of spring, a season suitable for all things.”

— St. Ambrose of Milan, SIX DAYS OF CREATION 1.4.13

“After having inflicted the Egyptians with many plagues, he led them out of Egypt in the
month of flowers, when the most pleasant spring appears and the sadness of winter
passes away.”

— Pseudo-Macarius, HOMILY 47.3

“This is the first month of the year. This brings joy to every creature... This is for
Christians Xanthicus, the first month, the time of the resurrection in which their bodies
will be glorified...”

— Pseudo-Macarius, HOMILY 5.9

Passover marks the transition from death to life, winter to spring, slavery to freedom. Christ’s death on
the Cross likewise inaugurates a new beginning: liberation from sin and entry into resurrected life.

A Lamb from the Sheep or the Goats

The Law allows the Passover lamb to be taken from sheep or goats, a detail the Fathers interpret
spiritually:

“The lamb... may be taken from either the sheep or the goats... In the house of the
church, moreover, Christ is offered in a twofold manner: if we are just, we eat of the flesh
of the lamb; if we are sinners and do penance, for us a goat is slain.”

— St. Jerome, HOMILY 91

“The lamb... should be taken from the sheep or from the goats—that is, from the
righteous or the wicked.”
— St. Augustine, AGAINST FAUSTUS 22.64

Christ adapts Himself to the condition of those He saves, not changing His holiness, but meeting each
person where repentance or righteousness is required.
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. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
The Sacrifice of the Lambs: Evening and Fulfillment
The lamb is sacrificed in the evening:

“Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.”
(Exodus 12:6, NKJV)

The Fathers see divine wisdom in this timing:

“You see Christ is not immolated except in perfect and full light.”
— St. Jerome, HOMILIES ON THE PSALMS 5

“Our Lord and Savior suffered his passion at the close of the ages.”
— St. Jerome, HOMILY 91

“It was fitting for Christ to offer the sacrifice in the evening of the day in order that the
very hour might show the setting and evening of the world.”
— St. Cyprian, LETTER 63.16

“It was fitting for Christ to offer the sacrifice in the evening of the day in order that the
very hour might show the setting and evening of the world as it is written in Exodus: “And
the whole multitude of the children of Israel shall slaughter it in the evening.” And again
in the Psalms: “The lifting up of my hands as evening sacrifice.” But we celebrate the
resurrection of the Lord in the morning. LETTER 63.16. Exodus 12:6” St. Cyprian

Christ dies as the old age passes away, ushering in the dawn of the Kingdom.

The Command to Eat the Passover

The Passover is not completed merely by sacrifice or by the marking of blood. The Lord commands
that the lamb must be eaten. Redemption is not only something that happens for the people of God; it
is something into which they must actively enter.

“Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and
with bitter herbs they shall eat it.”
(Exodus 12:8, NKJV)

Eating the Passover is participation in redemption. Israel does not observe salvation from a distance;
they consume what God has provided. This principle prepares the way for the New Testament
understanding of communion, where salvation is not only proclaimed but received.

Roasted with Fire: Suffering and Fulfillment

The lamb is not eaten raw, nor boiled in water, but roasted with fire.
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“Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire—its head with its legs
and its entrails.”
(Exodus 12:9, NKJV)

Fire in Scripture signifies testing, judgment, and purification. The lamb passes through fire before it is
eaten, teaching that redemption comes through suffering, not avoidance of it.

Origen warns against a purely literal or careless consumption of Scripture:

“One must not therefore eat the flesh of the lamb raw, as the slaves of the letter do in the
manner of animals which are irrational and quite savage.”
— Origen, COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 10.103-4

To eat the lamb “roasted with fire” is to receive the Word of God rightly—understood, tested, and
transformed—rather than consumed superficially or distorted to suit comfort.

The Head, the Feet, and the Inner Organs

The lamb is eaten whole, not divided or selected according to preference. This wholeness becomes a
key theological principle.

“You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you
shall burn with fire.”
(Exodus 12:10, NKJV)

St. Cyril of Jerusalem interprets this wholeness Christologically:

“Being counted worthy to partake of the flesh of the spiritual Lamb, let us take the head
with the feet, understanding the head as the divinity and the feet as the humanity.”
— St. Cyril of Jerusalem, CATECHETICAL LECTURE 12.1

St. Jerome adds a complementary interpretation:

“The head may be taken to signify spiritual understanding; the shanks, historical
narrative; the inner organs are whatever lies hidden within the letter.”
— St. Jerome, HOMILY 91

Christ is not received in parts. To receive Him is to receive His divinity and humanity, His mystery and
His history, His visible teaching and hidden depth.

Unleavened Bread: Purity and Separation from Sin

The Passover meal is eaten with unleavened bread. Leaven, which causes fermentation and swelling,
becomes a scriptural image for corruption and sin.
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“Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread... For whoever eats leavened bread from the
first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.”
(Exodus 12:15, NKJV)

St. Paul applies this directly to our life:

“Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

(1 Corinthians 5:7-8, NKJV)

Participation in Christ demands purification. Redemption is not permission to continue in corruption;
itis liberation from it.

Bitter Herbs: Suffering, Repentance, and Healing
The Passover is not eaten with sweetness alone. Bitter herbs accompany the meal.

“With unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.”
(Exodus 12:8, NKJV)

Origen explains the necessity of bitterness in the journey of salvation:

“Nor is it possible to attain the promised land unless we pass through bitterness.”
— Origen, HOMILIES ON NUMBERS 27.10

He compares bitterness to medicine—unpleasant, yet healing. Repentance, discipline, trials, and
self-denial are not obstacles to salvation but instruments through which God restores the soul.

“The end of this bitterness gains the sweetness of salvation for our soul.”
— Origen, HOMILIES ON NUMBERS 27.10

The Christian life does not deny suffering; it redeems it.

Daily Participation in the Lamb
Origen extends the Passover meal beyond a single night:

“Christians eat the flesh of the lamb every day, that is, they consume daily the flesh of the
Word.”
— Origen, HOMILIES ON GENESIS 10.3

This daily eating points to continual communion—through Scripture, prayer, repentance, and
especially the Eucharist. Salvation is not a single moment but a sustained life of participation in Christ.
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Origen draws attention to the spiritual meaning of this command by comparing Scripture with
Scripture:

“It is not insignificant that the divine word wants us to eat not yesterday’s meat, but
always fresh and new... It prohibits yesterday’s meat.”
— Origen, HOMILIES ON LEVITICUS 5.8.2

He recalls the prophet Ezekiel’s response to God:

“Even yesterday’s meat never entered my mouth.”
(cf. Ezekiel 4:14, NKJV)

Origen explains that this is not dietary pride, but spiritual vigilance. Yesterday’s meat symbolizes stale
understanding, mechanical religion, and worship divorced from living obedience. God does not desire
remembered faith alone, but present communion.

Eating in Readiness: A People Prepared to Depart

Christian participation in Christ, especially in the Eucharist, demands attentiveness, repentance, and
renewal. Communion cannot be treated as habit without preparation, nor truth as information
without transformation.

The Passover meal is eaten standing, clothed, and prepared for movement.

“And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.”
(Exodus 12:11, NKJV)

This posture reveals that salvation is not an endpoint, but a passage. Israel eats while ready to leave
Egypt. Redemption always precedes journey.

St. Cyril of Alexandria explains this readiness:

“For | affirm that it is the duty of those who are partakers of Christ to beware of a barren
indolence... and to hasten besides with alacrity wherever the law of God leads them.”
— St. Cyril of Alexandria, HOMILIES ON THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 92

To eat the Lamb is to commit oneself to obedience. Passover faith does not produce spiritual passivity,
but active readiness to follow God wherever He leads.

The Feast of the Unleavened Bread: Purification, Separation, and

Life Without Corruption
[Nisan 15-21// April]

The Feast That Immediately Follows Redemption
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread follows directly after the Passover. It is not optional, nor is it delayed.
Redemption and purification are inseparable in God’s economy. Having been delivered by the blood of
the lamb, Israel is immediately commanded to remove leaven from their midst.

“And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the
LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall have a holy
convocation; you shall do no customary work on it.”

(Leviticus 23:6-7, NKJV)

The feast lasts seven days, indicating a complete period of consecrated life. It teaches that freedom
from slavery must be followed by transformation of daily conduct.

Unleavened Bread and the Haste of Obedience
The original context of the feast explains its urgency:

“And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they had brought out of Egypt; for
it was not leavened, because they were driven out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had
they prepared provisions for themselves.”

(Exodus 12:39, NKJV)

Israel leaves Egypt without delay. There is no time to allow fermentation, no time for compromise.
Salvation demands decisiveness. Leaven, which requires time to work through dough, becomes an
image of lingering attachment to Egypt.

The removal of leaven therefore signifies a clean break with former bondage.

Leaven as a Spiritual Image

In Scripture, leaven often symbolizes corruption, sin, or false teaching—not because leaven itself is
evil, but because of its hidden, spreading nature.

The apostle Paul applies this image directly to the Christian life:

“Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

(1 Corinthians 5:7-8, NKJV)

Paul does not spiritualize the feast away; he extends it. The Church keeps the feast by living a purified
life grounded in truth and sincerity.

The Command to Remove Leaven Completely
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The Law is explicit about the seriousness of this purification:

“Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven
from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the seventh
day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.”

(Exodus 12:15, NKJV)

“For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, since whoever eats what is
leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel.”
(Exodus 12:19, NKJV)

Leaven is not managed; it is removed. Partial obedience is not sufficient. God teaches Israel that
holiness requires decisive separation from corruption.

Christ’s Burial and the Feast of Unleavened Bread

In the New Testament, Christ’s burial coincides with the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Having taken away
sin through His sacrificial death, His body rests in the tomb without corruption.

This fulfills the deeper meaning of the feast: sin has been removed, and death itself is being undone.
The unleavened bread points to a life purified from decay—a life that will soon be revealed in
resurrection.

Fulfillment in Christ and the Life of the Church
St. Athanasius interprets the feast through Christ:

“With desire | have desired to eat this Passover with you.” Now that is a wonderful
account, for a man might have seen them at that time girded as for a procession or a
dance and going out with staves and sandals and unleavened bread. These things, which
took place before in shadows, were typical anticipatory symbols. But now the truth has
drawn near to us, “the image of the invisible God,” our Lord Jesus Christ, the true Light.
Instead of a staff, he is our scepter; instead of unleavened bread, he is the bread which
came down from heaven; who instead of sandals has furnished us with the preparation of
the gospel.lt is he who, to speak briefly, by all these means has guided us to his Father.
And if enemies afflict us and persecute us, he again, instead of Moses, will encourage us
with better words, saying, “Be of good cheer; | have overcome the wicked one.” And if
after we have passed over the Red Sea, heat should again vex us or some bitterness of the
waters befall us, even then again the Lord will appear to us, imparting to us of his
sweetness and his life-giving fountain, saying, “If any man thirst, let him come to me and
drink.”

— St. Athanasius, FESTAL LETTERS 14.3

Christ does not merely teach purity; He becomes the Bread that sustains it. Life without leaven is not
self-produced moralism, but participation in Christ Himself.
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The Feast of Unleavened Bread thus instructs the Church that redemption must be followed by
repentance, confession, vigilance, and sincere living. Freedom from Egypt is meaningless if Egypt is
carried within.

The Feast of the First Fruits: Resurrection, Promise, and the Harvest
to Come [Nisan 17 (April)]

The Offering of the First Fruits

The Feast of First Fruits marks the presentation of the earliest yield of the harvest to God. It is not an
act of agricultural efficiency, but of faith. By offering the first, Israel acknowledges that the whole
harvest belongs to God and that its completion depends upon His blessing.

“The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the LORD your
God.”
(Exodus 23:19, NKJV)

This offering occurs at the beginning of the harvest season. What is given is not the abundance, but the
beginning—the sign that more is to come.

Remembrance and New Life

On this feast, Israel recalled decisive moments of deliverance and renewal:
the resting of Noah’s ark, the crossing of the Red Sea, and the eating of the first produce of the
Promised Land.

“So the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month... And the
children of Israel camped in Gilgal... Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept
the Passover... And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover,
unleavened bread and parched grain, on the very same day.”

(Joshua 4:19; 5:10-11, NKJV)

These events teach that God brings His people through death into life, through wilderness into
inheritance.

Christ the First Fruits of the Resurrection
The New Testament reveals the full meaning of this feast in the resurrection of Christ.

“But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep.”
(1 Corinthians 15:20, NKJV)
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Christ’s resurrection is not an isolated miracle. It is the beginning of a greater harvest. Just as the first
fruit guarantees the full yield, Christ’s resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all who belong to
Him.

Theological Meaning of “First Fruits”

The concept of first fruits explains the connection between Christ’s resurrection and the future
resurrection of believers. Resurrection is not merely survival after death, but the restoration of life in a
transformed and glorified state.

A tree never bears only a single fruit. A tree may be fruitless, but if it bears fruit at all, that first fruit is
never the last. One fruit appears first, and it is followed by many others in due season. The first fruit is
therefore both a beginning and a promise. It reveals what the tree truly is and what it is capable of
producing.

This is the meaning of Christ’s resurrection for us. Christ is the first to rise from the dead, not as an
isolated event, but as the beginning of a greater harvest. Because we have seen His resurrection, we
know that resurrection is possible. Because He has risen, we have confidence that we too will rise. His
resurrection is the guarantee and assurance of our own.

Christ rises not only for Himself, but for us. His risen body is the pledge that death has been defeated,
not postponed.

Ecclesial and Sacramental Implications

The Feast of First Fruits teaches the Church to live in hope. Christians already belong to the
resurrection, even while still living in a fallen world. The life of the Church is therefore shaped by
anticipation, thanksgiving, and confidence in God’s promise.

Christ’s resurrection sanctifies time, creation, and the human body itself. The same body that was
buried is raised in glory. The same will be true for those united to Him.

The Feast of Pentecost: Law, Spirit and Harvest of the Church

[6th of Sivan in the Hebrew calendar (May)]

The Feast Fifty Days After First Fruits

The Feast of Pentecost occurs fifty days after the Feast of First Fruits. The name Pentecost itself means
“fiftieth.” In Israel’s life, this feast marked the completion of the grain harvest and was celebrated as a
thanksgiving offering to God.

Pentecost is commanded in the Law:
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“And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you
brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed. Count fifty
days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the
LORD.”

(Leviticus 23:15-16, NKJV)

The counting from Passover to Pentecost teaches that redemption unfolds toward fulfillment.
Salvation initiates a journey that culminates in divine gift.

Pentecost and the Giving of the Law

In Jewish tradition, Pentecost also commemorated the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. Fifty
days after Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, God revealed His will in commandments written on stone
tablets.

This connection is not accidental. God first frees His people, then instructs them how to live as a
redeemed community. Law follows liberation.

Pentecost Fulfilled in the New Testament

In the New Testament, Pentecost becomes the day on which the Law is no longer written on stone, but
on human hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit.

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting... And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

(Acts 2:1-4, NKJV)

The descent of the Holy Spirit fulfills what Sinai foreshadowed. God does not merely instruct from
above; He now indwells His people.

Pentecost as Harvest

Just as Pentecost celebrated the harvest of grain, the New Testament Pentecost marks the beginning
of the harvest of souls.

“Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them.”
(Acts 2:41, NKJV)

St. John Chrysostom explains the typology:

“Do you see the type? What is this Pentecost? The time when the sickle was to be put to
the harvest and the fruits to be gathered. Look at the reality now, how the time has come
to ply the sickle of the Word. The Spirit, keen-edged, came down in place of the sickle. For

264



hear the words of Christ, “Lift up your eyes and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.”
And again, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” He himself, taking [our
nature] as the first fruits, lifted it up high and he was himself the first to ply the sickle. For
this reason he calls [the Word] also the Seed.””

— St. John Chrysostom, HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 4

The Spirit descends not for private ecstasy, but for mission. The Church is born not in silence, but in
proclamation.

Christ, the First Fruits and the Giver of the Spirit
St. Augustine connects Passover, Resurrection, and Pentecost:

“Fifty days are reckoned from the celebration of the Passover... Likewise, when fifty days
had passed from the slaying and resurrection of him who was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, the finger of God, that is, the Holy Spirit filled the believers gathered in one
place.”

— St. Augustine, ON THE SPIRIT AND THE LETTER 16.28

Christ ascends, and the Spirit descends. What Christ accomplishes in His humanity, the Spirit applies
to the Church.

Law Fulfilled by the Spirit
Pentecost reveals that obedience is no longer external compulsion but internal transformation.

The Spirit does not abolish the Law; He fulfills it by enabling what the Law commands. The same God
who spoke at Sinai now speaks within the heart.

Thus, Pentecost completes the movement that began at Passover:

Passover: deliverance from death

Unleavened Bread: purification from corruption
First Fruits: resurrection hope

Pentecost: indwelling power and communal mission

The Feast of Trumpets: Remembrance, Proclamation and the
Coming King [1st of Tishri (September)]

The Feast That Announces and Awakens

The Feast of Trumpets marks the beginning of the seventh month and serves as a solemn call to
remembrance, repentance, and expectation. Unlike other feasts that commemorate past acts of
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deliverance, this feast looks forward. It awakens the people of God to judgment, kingship, and the
nearness of divine intervention.

The Law commands:

“In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a
memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.”
(Leviticus 23:24, NKJV)

The trumpet blast is not music for celebration alone; it is an alarm, a summons, and a proclamation. It
gathers the people before God and announces that sacred time has begun.

The Shofar: Sound of Kingship and Judgment

The trumpet blown at this feast is the shofar, made from a ram’s horn. In Scripture, the shofar is
associated with theophany, kingship, warfare, and judgment.

At Sinai, God’s presence is announced with trumpet sound:

“And it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and
lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very
loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.”

(Exodus 19:16, NKJV)

The Feast of Trumpets thus recalls Sinai while also preparing Israel for a future manifestation of God’s
glory.

A Day of Remembrance and Judgment

In Jewish life, this feast came to be known as the Day of Remembrance and the Day of Judgment. The
people are called to reflect on their lives, examine their faithfulness, and prepare for the Day of
Atonement that follows.

This teaches a crucial spiritual principle: repentance precedes atonement. The trumpet awakens
conscience before forgiveness is sealed.

Christ and the Feast of Trumpets in the New Testament

In the New Testament, the Feast of Trumpets finds its fulfillment not in Christ’s first coming, but in
anticipation of His second coming. The trumpet becomes the sound that announces the return of the
King and the final judgment.

Christ Himself teaches this:

“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
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power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other”

(Matthew 24:30-31, NKJV)

The apostle Paul echoes this reality:

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16, NKJV)

The trumpet that once called Israel to assemble now calls all creation to resurrection and judgment.

Christ Reveals Himself as the Anointed One

During His earthly ministry, Christ publicly identifies Himself as the Messiah in a synagogue setting
connected to prophetic proclamation:

“So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read... And He began to
say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

(Luke 4:16-21, NKJV)

St. Cyril of Alexandria explains the significance of this moment:

“By these words he himself tells us very clearly by the voice of the prophet that he would
both be made man and come to save the world.”
— St. Cyril of Alexandria, COMMENTARY ON LUKE, HOMILY 12.6

The Feast of Trumpets thus teaches that proclamation precedes fulfillment. God announces before He
acts, so that His people may recognize Him when He comes.

Ecclesial Meaning: A Church That Watches and Proclaims

The Church lives perpetually in the spiritual season of the Feast of Trumpets. She proclaims
repentance, announces the Kingdom, and watches for the return of Christ.

The trumpet sound becomes the voice of preaching, calling the faithful to vigilance and holiness.

The Church does not predict dates, but she does prepare hearts.

The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur): Entrance, Blood and
Reconciliation [10th of Tishri (September)]

The Holiest Day of the Year
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The Day of Atonement, known in Hebrew as Yom Kippur, stands at the center of Israel’s liturgical year.
It is the most solemn day, the day on which reconciliation between God and His people is enacted
through blood, priesthood, and divine mercy.

The Law establishes its gravity:

“Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy
convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the
LORD.

(Leviticus 23:27, NKJV)

Unlike other feasts marked by joy or thanksgiving, this day is marked by fasting, humility, and
repentance. Israel does not celebrate; Israel stands before God seeking mercy.

The High Priest and the Holy of Holies

On this day alone, and only on this day, the High Priest enters the Holy of Holies, the innermost
sanctuary of the Tabernacle or Temple. No other person may enter. No other day permits access.

“But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself and for the people’s sins committed in ignorance.”
(Hebrews 9:7, NKJV)

The priest does not enter empty-handed. Blood must be brought with him. Without blood, entry
means death.

The Sprinkling of Blood: Godward and Manward
The High Priest sprinkles blood in two directions:

e Onetime upon the mercy seat (Godward)
e Seven times before the mercy seat (toward the people)

This action teaches that atonement reconciles both parties. Sin offends God and wounds humanity.
Blood restores communion in both directions.

The blood does not remove sin by human effort; it covers sin by divine appointment.

The Two Goats: Death and Removal

Central to Yom Kippur are two goats, each revealing a different aspect of atonement.

The Goat for the LORD

One goat is slain, and its blood is brought into the Holy of Holies. This goat bears death.
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The Scapegoat (Azazel)

The second goat remains alive. The High Priest lays hands upon it and confesses the sins of Israel over
it.

“And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the
iniquities of the children of Israel... and send it away into the wilderness.”
(Leviticus 16:21, NKJV)

This goat does not die in the sanctuary. It is removed, carrying sin away from the people.

Together, the two goats teach that sin must be both atoned for and removed.

Fulfillment in Christ

The Day of Atonement finds its complete fulfillment in Jesus Christ.

Heis:
e The High Priest
e The Sacrifice
e The Bearer of Sin
e The One who enters the true Holy of Holies

“Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy
Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”
(Hebrews 9:12, NKJV)

Christ does not repeat the ritual yearly. He accomplishes it once and forever.

Jubilee and the Mystery of Fifty
Every fiftieth year, the Day of Atonement initiates the Year of Jubilee.

“Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the
seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to sound
throughout all your land.”

(Leviticus 25:9, NKJV)

Debts are forgiven. Slaves are freed. Land is restored.
St. Basil the Great explains the theological meaning:

“Seven weeks of years in ancient times produced the celebrated jubilee, in which the
earth kept the sabbath, debts were canceled, slaves were set free and, as it were, a new
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life was established again...”
— St. Basil the Great, LETTER 260

The Jubilee prefigures the final restoration of all things in Christ.

Psalm 50 and the Mystery of Remission
Cassiodorus links the Day of Atonement, Jubilee, and Pentecost:

“So too this psalm, which is given the number 50, if recited with a pure heart, looses sins,
cancels the bond of our debt and, like the year of remission, frees us through the Lord’s
kindness of the debts of our sins.”

— Cassiodorus, EXPOSITION OF THE PSALMS 50

Forgiveness is not denial of justice. It is justice fulfilled through mercy.

The Feast of Tabernacles: Dwelling, Ingathering and God with us
[15th of Tishri (September/October)]

The Feast of Dwelling

The Feast of Tabernacles is the final and most joyful feast of the Jewish liturgical year. Coming five
days after the Day of Atonement, it proclaims that atonement leads to communion, and forgiveness
leads to dwelling in God’s presence.

The Law commands:

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be
the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD... You shall dwell in booths for seven
days... that your generations may know that | made the children of Israel dwell in booths
when | brought them out of the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.’”

(Leviticus 23:34, 42-43, NKJV)

This feast commemorates Israel’s wilderness journey, when God dwelt among His people as they lived
in temporary dwellings. The booths (sukkoth) remind Israel that their security does not come from
permanent structures, but from the presence of God.

Ingathering and Completion

Tabernacles is also called the Feast of Ingathering.
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“And the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit
of your labors from the field.”
(Exodus 23:16, NKJV)

This feast celebrates the completion of the harvest. It marks fullness, abundance, and thanksgiving.
Spiritually, it teaches that God’s redemptive work moves toward fulfillment, not fragmentation.

The number seven dominates the feast: seven days of celebration in the seventh month. This signifies
completeness within God’s covenantal order.

Sacrifice, Trumpets, and Light

During the Feast of Tabernacles, sacrifices were offered daily, trumpets were blown, and the Temple
was filled with light. According to Numbers 29, a total of seventy bulls were sacrificed over the course
of the feast, a number traditionally associated with the nations of the world. This anticipates the
universal scope of salvation.

Zechariah’s prophecy is read in the synagogues:

“And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against
Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to
keep the Feast of Tabernacles.”

(Zechariah 14:16, NKJV)

Tabernacles thus looks beyond Israel to the final ingathering of all nations.

Christ and the Feast of Tabernacles
The Gospel of John deliberately situates Christ’s teaching within the context of this feast:

“Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand... Now about the middle of the feast
Jesus went up into the temple and taught... On the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” ”
(John 7:2, 14, 37, NKJV)

Christ identifies Himself as the fulfillment of what Tabernacles signifies. He is the true source of living
water, replacing the ceremonial water-pouring rites of the feast.

John explains:

“But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for
the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
(John 7:39, NKJV)

Christ does not merely commemorate God dwelling with Israel—He is God dwelling with humanity.
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. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Patristic Interpretation: The Final Gathering
St. Cyril of Alexandria writes:

“The spiritual person will from this perceive the gathering together of all the saints into
Christ when they shall be brought together from the whole world after the resurrection of
the dead to the city that is above, the heavenly Jerusalem...”

— COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 3.4

The temporary booths anticipate glorified bodies. What was once fragile becomes permanent. What
was once shadow becomes reality.

Eschatological Fulfillment
The Feast of Tabernacles ultimately points forward to the consummation of salvation history.

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall
be His people.”
(Revelation 21:3, NKJV)

Here the feast reaches its final fulfillment. God no longer dwells with His people in tents or temples,
but eternally.

Christ and Salvation in the Old Testament

The cycle of feasts reveals a coherent and intentional plan:

Passover — redemption through sacrifice
Unleavened Bread — purification from sin
First Fruits — resurrection and promise
Pentecost — the gift of the Spirit

Trumpets — proclamation and judgment
Atonement — reconciliation and forgiveness
Tabernacles — God dwelling with His people

The Old Testament does not merely predict Christ; it forms a plan of salvation that Christ fulfills
perfectly. The Law prepares, the feasts proclaim, and Christ completes.

Thus, we confess with the Church:
The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed, and the Old Testament is in the New
Testament revealed.

212



— BIBLICAL HOLIDAYS ——

// ~— 50 DAYS—=, | |

\ Jassover ST FrufE A Pentecost S Tumpet 2 [\Tebernactes/
Jesus’ Death Resurrection Holy Spirit
Unleavened . Day of \
- Bread . Atonement _~
BURIAL
- - - % -
Historically fulfilled during The Church To be fulfilled during the
Jesus’ first coming second coming of Jesus

E Review Questions

1. What were the Jewish Feasts that Jesus Christ celebrated? (A: The Passover, The feast
of Unleavened Bread, The Feast of First Fruits, The Feast of Pentecost, The Feast of
Trumpets, The Day of Atonement, The Feast of Tabernacles.)

2. How is the Passover celebrated differently in the New Testament? (A: He celebrates
on Thursday but the 14th of Nisan is Friday which is the day where everybody
prepares their lamb for the Passover meal Friday night. Christ died in the evening on
Friday with the other lambs slaughtered for the Jewish Passover. Fulfilling the
prophecy that He is the last sacrifice. )

3. What does the Feast of Unleavened Bread represent in the New Testament? (A: Feast
of Unleavened Bread in the NT Leaven = sin. After Christ died, He took away our sin
hence bread with leaven, the same way He freed the Jews from the sins of Egypt. So
Christ’s burial and Resurrection coincide with the feast of Unleavened Bread, A Feast
to the Lord.)

4. What do the Jewish people remember on The Feast of the First Fruits-Celebrated on
Nisan 17? (A: On this same feast, the Jews remembered Noah’s Ark resting on Mount
Ararat, Israel crossing the Red Sea, Eating the first fruits of the promised land )

5. The Feast of Pentecost takes place after how many days after the Feast of First Fruits?
(A: 50 days after, Pentecost means 50)

6. What do the Jews celebrate on the Feast of Pentecost? (A: The Jews used this feast as
thanksgiving for the harvest. On this day the Jews commemorated God giving Moses
the Law on Mount Sinai, King David’s birth and death, Enoch being taken up to
heaven.)

7. In the New Testament, what is celebrated in the Feast of Pentecost? (A: It is a
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celebration of the descent of the Holy Spirit. Christ is taken up into heaven (Enoch)
and now this law is written in our hearts by the dwelling of the Holy Spirit in us
(Receiving the law on tablets). Just as Jews celebrate the harvest of crops, so the
Christians celebrate the harvest of believers that were added to the faith on and after
Pentecost through the work and grace of the Holy Spirit.)

8. What is the Holiest day of the year for religious Jews? (A: The Day of Atonement, Yom
Kippur which is Celebrated on the 10th of Tishri in September)
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BIBL302 - Christ and Salvation in OT

Symbols and Prophecies about
the Holy Cross

BIBLE BASICS

Symbols and Prophecies of the Holy Cross

“ O the divine mystery of that cross! Weakness hangs on it, power is freed by it, evil is
nailed to it, and triumphal trophies are raised toward it.”
— St. Ambrose

The Holy Cross is not merely an event in history, nor only an instrument of Roman execution. It is a
divine mystery at the heart of God’s saving work. What the world counted as shame, God revealed as
victory. What appeared as weakness became the liberation of power; what appeared as defeat became
the overthrow of evil.

St. John Chrysostom speaks of this wonder with striking boldness:

“if one were to ask me what was the most admirable thing that Christ did, | would out
aside the heaven, the earth, the sea, the resurrection of the multitude of dead and all the
other miracles, and | would display only the Cross which is the most glorious of all.”

The Cross is therefore not secondary to Christ’s miracles. It is the summit of His saving mission. From
the fall of Adam and Eve, the divine plan of redemption moves steadily toward this point: God will heal
humanity through the very means by which humanity is restored—through obedience, sacrifice, and
life given unto death. For this reason, the Old Testament is filled with images that prepare the mind
and heart to recognize the Cross when it finally appears in the fullness of time.

The Cross Foretold in Scripture

The Old Testament consistently prepares the people of God for a salvation that would come through
suffering, obedience, and sacrificial love. Long before Christ’s crucifixion, Scripture speaks of a
righteous sufferer who would bear the sins of many.

The prophet Isaiah declares:

“He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
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And by His stripes we are healed.”
(Isaiah 53:5, NKJV)

Likewise, the psalmist prophetically describes the crucifixion centuries before it occurred:

“They pierced My hands and My feet...
| am poured out like water,

And all My bones are out of joint.”
(Psalm 22:16, 14, NKJV)

These texts reveal that suffering was not accidental to salvation but essential to it. The Cross was the
means by which God’s justice and mercy would meet.

The Cross as Victory, Not Defeat

Although Christ’s death appeared to be a moment of weakness, the Church proclaims it as the
supreme manifestation of divine power. As St. Ambrose teaches, weakness hangs upon the Cross, yet
power is released through it. Evil is nailed to it, not victorious over it, and the Cross becomes a trophy
of triumph rather than a sign of loss.

Christ willingly embraced the Cross, not as a victim overtaken by circumstances, but as the obedient
Son fulfilling the will of the Father:

“Behold, | have come to do Your will, O God.”
(Hebrews 10:9, NKJV)

Through this obedience, Christ overturned Adam’s disobedience. Where the first Adam fell through a
tree, the last Adam brought life through the Tree of the Cross.

The Cross as the Center of Christian Faith

For this reason, the Cross is not merely a historical reminder of Christ’s death, nor simply a religious
symbol. It is the heart of Christian faith and life. From it flows forgiveness, healing, reconciliation, and
resurrection. Through it, death is defeated by death, and life is restored to the world.

The Church therefore does not preach Christ apart from the Cross, nor the Cross apart from Christ. To
behold the Cross is to behold the mystery of God’s love revealed in suffering, humility, and self-giving
sacrifice.

In the sections that follow, we will examine specific Old Testament symbols—trees, wood, rods,
sacrifices, and signs—that foreshadow the Cross and reveal how deeply it is woven into the fabric of
God’s saving work from the beginning.

The Tree of Life
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At the very beginning of human history, Scripture places a tree at the center of God’s relationship with
humanity. In the Garden of Eden stood the Tree of Life, a source of immortality and communion with
God. Yet Adam and Eve did not eat from this tree. Instead, they chose the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, and through that choice, corruption, death, and separation entered the human
condition.

“Then the LORD God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and
evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever’— therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground
from which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east
of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to
the tree of life.”

(Genesis 3:22-24, NKJV)

The expulsion from Eden was not an act of cruelty, but of mercy. Humanity, now corrupted by sin,
could not be permitted to live forever in a fallen state. Eternal life had to be restored only after
humanity itself was healed and renewed. For this reason, access to the Tree of Life was barred until
redemption could be accomplished.

From the Tree of Death to the Tree of Life

The Fathers of the Church consistently interpret the Tree of Life as a type of the Cross. Humanity fell
through a tree; humanity would be saved through a tree. What was lost by disobedience would be
restored through obedience. What brought death would be answered by that which brings life.

The Cross becomes the new Tree of Life, planted not in Eden, but on Golgotha. From it flows eternal
life, not by preserving fallen humanity, but by renewing it. Christ does not simply reopen the gates of
Eden; He recreates humanity itself.

Through the Cross, the corruption introduced by Adam is healed. Through the Cross, immortality is
restored, not as endless fallen existence, but as glorified life in communion with God.

Renewal Before Immortality

The guarding of the Tree of Life by cherubim and a flaming sword teaches an essential theological
truth: eternal life cannot be granted apart from transformation. Humanity must first be renewed
before it can live forever. This renewal takes place through Christ’s death and resurrection.

The Cross, therefore, is not merely the means by which sins are forgiven; it is the instrument through
which human nature itself is healed. Only after passing through death with Christ can humanity
receive life with Christ.

In the New Testament, this truth is made explicit. Access to life is restored not by returning to Eden, but
by union with Christ:

277



“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life.”
(John 3:36, NKJV)

Thus, the Tree of Life that was once guarded now stands open to all—not in a garden, but in the
Church; not as a fruit taken by the hand, but as a life received through the Cross and sealed in the
resurrection.

The Cross is the Tree of Life made visible in history, the fulfillment of what Eden promised and what
humanity lost.

Noah’s Ark and the Wood of Salvation

The Fathers of the Church consistently recognized Noah’s Ark as a type of the Cross and of the
salvation accomplished through Christ. Just as the ark was constructed of wood and bore humanity
safely through the waters of judgment, so the Cross, also made of wood, bears humanity through
death into life.

Salvation Through the Wood

The flood was not merely a natural disaster; it was a divine judgment upon a world corrupted by sin.
Yet within that judgment, God prepared mercy. The ark did not remove the flood, but it carried the
faithful through it. In the same way, the Cross does not eliminate death immediately, but it transforms
death into the passage to life.

Those who entered the ark were saved not because of their strength or wisdom, but because they
trusted God’s word and entered the place He had prepared. Likewise, salvation in Christ is not
achieved by human effort, but by entering into the life, death, and resurrection of the One whom God
has provided.

Covenant and Preservation of Life

God’s covenant with Noah reveals another essential aspect of salvation. The ark was not for Noah
alone, but for his household and for all living creatures. Salvation was communal and cosmic in scope.
This anticipates the work of Christ, whose salvation extends not only to individuals, but to the renewal
of all creation.

The pitch that covered the ark inside and out sealed it against the waters of destruction. The Fathers
often see in this a figure of Christ’s blood, which covers and protects those who belong to Him. Just as
the ark floated above the waters of judgment, so those who are united to Christ are carried through
death into resurrection.

The Ark as a Type of the Church
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The Church herself is often identified as the ark of salvation. Within her, humanity is preserved from
the flood of sin and death, not by isolation from the world, but by faithful obedience to God’s saving
plan. As there was one ark and one door, so there is one Christ, one faith, and one baptism.

Noah’s Ark thus proclaims a central truth of salvation history: God saves through obedience, through
covenant, and through the wood He has chosen. The ark of wood prepares the way for the Cross of
wood, through which God brings salvation not from water alone, but from death itself.

Isaac, the Beloved Son, and the Sacrifice Foretold

The offering of Isaac is one of the clearest prophetic patterns of the salvation plan. Abraham is
commanded to offer his beloved son, and Isaac obeys without resistance. The scene is marked by
details that resonate deeply with the Gospel.

Isaac was not merely Abraham’s son; he was his only beloved son, the child of promise through whom
God had vowed to bless the nations. Yet God commanded Abraham to offer this very son as a sacrifice.

“So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took
the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. But Isaac spoke to
Abraham his father and said, ‘My father!” And he said, ‘Here | am, my son.” Then he said,
‘Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” And Abraham
said, ‘My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of
them went together. Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And
Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son
and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and took
the knife to slay his son.”

(Genesis 22:6-10, NKJV)

The Father Who Offers and the Son Who Obeys

In this account, Abraham acts as a figure of God the Father. He does not offer a stranger or a servant,
but his own beloved son. His obedience is voluntary, costly, and complete. This anticipates the
Father’s offering of His only begotten Son for the life of the world.

Isaac, for his part, is not portrayed as a helpless child. He carries the wood upon his own shoulders,
ascends the mountain willingly, and submits to his father without resistance. His obedience prefigures
the obedience of Christ, who carried His Cross and offered Himself freely:

“He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross.”
(Philippians 2:8, NKJV)

“God Will Provide for Himself the Lamb”

Isaac’s question—“Where is the lamb?”—is among the most significant in all of Scripture. Abraham’s
reply, “God will provide for Himself the lamb,” is not only a statement of faith but a prophecy. On
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Mount Moriah, God indeed provided a ram to take Isaac’s place. Yet this provision pointed forward to a
greater fulfillment.

In Christ, God provides not a substitute animal, but His own Son as the true Lamb. Isaac is spared;
Christ is not. What was withheld from Abraham is fulfilled by God Himself.

From Moriah to Golgotha

The location of Isaac’s offering is traditionally associated with the region that would later become
Jerusalem. Thus, the sacrifice of Isaac prophetically anticipates the sacrifice of Christ in both meaning
and place. Isaac’s release from death foreshadows resurrection, just as Christ’s resurrection follows His
true sacrifice.

The Epistle to the Hebrews reflects on Abraham’s faith in this event:

“Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also
received him in a figurative sense.”
(Hebrews 11:19, NKJV)

The story of Isaac reveals that the Cross was not an unexpected interruption in God’s plan, but its
intended fulfillment. The Father offers, the Son obeys, and God provides salvation—not by sparing
Himself, but by giving Himself.

The Rod of Aaron: Life from What Is Dead

Aaron’s rod appears repeatedly as a sign of divine authority, victory over evil, and life from death.

“the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying,
‘Show a miracle for yourselves, then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it
before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.” ” So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and they did so, just as the Lord commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. But Pharaoh also called the
wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with
their enchantments. For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But
Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.”

(Exodus 7:8-12, NKJV)

The rod triumphs not by imitation, but by swallowing the counterfeit. This becomes an image of the
Cross: not merely matching evil, but overcoming it.

Later, God confirms Aaron’s priesthood through the miracle of life springing from what is dead:

“ Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness,
and behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had
produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds. Then Moses brought out all the rods from
before the Lord to all the children of Israel; and they looked, and each man took his rod.
And the Lord said to Moses, “Bring Aaron’s rod back before the Testimony, to be kept as a
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sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints away from Me, lest they die.”
(Numbers 17:8-10, NKJV)

A dead staff blossoms. This is a sign of resurrection life. It teaches that God’s chosen priesthood is not
based on human ambition but divine appointment—and it anticipates the true Priest whose death
becomes life for the world.

The Rod of Moses

The rod of Aaron is another powerful Old Testament sign that points directly to the mystery of the
Cross. In multiple moments of Israel’s history, this simple wooden staff becomes an instrument
through which God reveals His authority, His chosen priesthood, and His power to bring life out of
death.

The Rod That Swallowed the Serpents

When Pharaoh demanded a sign, God instructed Moses and Aaron to demonstrate His power before
the ruler of Egypt.

“The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, ‘When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying,
“Show a miracle for yourselves,” then you shall say to Aaron, “Take your rod and cast it
before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.” So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh,
and they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before
Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. But Pharaoh also called the
wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with
their enchantments. For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. But
Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.”

(Exodus 7:8-12, NKJV)

Here, the rod becomes a sign of divine authority. Although the Egyptian magicians imitate the miracle,
their power is ultimately overcome. Aaron’s rod consumes the others, revealing that God’s power does
not merely compete with false powers—it triumphs over them.

The Fathers saw in this event a figure of the Cross, which would appear weak in the eyes of the world,
yet would ultimately swallow up sin, death, and the dominion of the enemy.

The Rod That Blossomed

Later, during the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, the Israelites questioned Aaron’s priesthood.
God answered not with argument, but with a sign of life.

“Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, and
behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had
produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds. Then Moses brought out all the rods from
before the LORD to all the children of Israel; and they looked, and each man took his rod.
And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Bring Aaron’s rod back before the Testimony, to be kept as a
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sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints away from Me, lest they die.”
(Numbers 17:8-10, NKJV)

A dry, lifeless staff—cut off from root and soil—suddenly produces buds, blossoms, and fruit. Life
emerges where life is naturally impossible. This miracle confirms Aaron’s priesthood, but it also reveals
a deeper truth: God brings life out of death.

The Cross and the True Priesthood

The rod of Aaron prefigures Christ in two profound ways. First, it points to Christ as the true and
eternal High Priest, chosen not by human appointment but by divine will. Second, it reveals that life
flows from what appears dead.

The Cross, like Aaron’s rod, is made of wood. It appears lifeless, cursed, and powerless. Yet from it
flows resurrection, forgiveness, and eternal life. As Aaron’s rod was placed before the Testimony as a
sign, so the Cross stands at the center of the Church as the sign of Christ’s priesthood and victory.

What the rod accomplished temporarily, the Cross accomplishes eternally. From death comes life; from
obedience comes glory; from the wood comes salvation.

The Rod That Opened the Sea

At the edge of the Red Sea, Israel stood trapped between the waters and the pursuing Egyptian army.
Deliverance appeared impossible. Yet God commanded Moses to lift up his rod.

“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go
forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the
children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. And | indeed will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So | will gain honor over
Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. Then the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD, when | have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his horsemen.”

(Exodus 14:15-18, NKJV)

The raised rod opens a path where none existed. Israel passes through the waters unharmed, while the
forces of death are destroyed behind them. The Church has always seen in this event an image of
baptism and of the Cross. Through the Cross, Christ opens a passage through death itself, allowing His
people to pass from slavery to freedom, from death to life.

The Rod That Struck the Rock

Later, in the wilderness, the people again faced death—this time from thirst. Once more, God
commanded Moses to act through the rod.

“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go on before the people, and take with you some of the
elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go.
Behold, | will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock,
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and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of
the elders of Israel.”
(Exodus 17:5-6, NKJV)

From a struck rock flows living water, sustaining the people in the desert. The Apostle Paul makes the
meaning of this sign explicit:

“For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”
(1 Corinthians 10:4, NKJV)

The striking of the rock points directly to Christ struck upon the Cross, from whose side flowed blood
and water. What Moses accomplished in figure, Christ fulfills in reality.

The Cross as the True Rod of Power

The rod of Moses reveals a consistent pattern: God saves not through human strength, but through
obedience to His command. The rod itself has no power apart from God’s will. In the same way, the
Cross appears powerless in the eyes of the world, yet it becomes the instrument through which God
defeats sin and death.

Through the rod, the sea is opened. Through the Cross, the grave is opened. Through the rod, water
flows from the rock. Through the Cross, the Spirit is poured out upon the world.

Thus, the rod of Moses prepares us to understand the Cross not as an object of shame, but as the
means by which God reveals His glory and grants life to His people.

In the Wilderness: Healing, Victory, and the Cross Lifted Up

As lIsrael journeyed through the wilderness, God continued to reveal His plan of salvation through
concrete events that carried deep symbolic meaning. These moments were not random acts of
provision; they were signs that taught Israel—and later the Church—how salvation would come
through suffering transformed by obedience and faith. Again and again, wood, elevation, and divine
intervention appear, preparing the people to recognize the mystery of the Cross.

Bitter Waters Made Sweet

Soon after crossing the Red Sea, the Israelites found themselves without water. When they finally
reached water at Marah, it was bitter and undrinkable. The people complained, and Moses cried out to
the Lord.

“So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness of
Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. Now when they
came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore
the name of it was called Marah. And the people complained against Moses, saying, ‘What
shall we drink?’ So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he
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cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet.”
(Exodus 15:22-25, NKJV)

The Fathers saw in this event a clear figure of the Cross. The bitter waters represent the fallen
condition of the world and the bitterness of life under sin. The tree, cast into the waters, transforms
what is undrinkable into a source of life. In the same way, the Cross transforms suffering, death, and
corruption into healing and salvation. What is bitter is not removed, but changed.

Victory Through Uplifted Hands

Another striking image appears in Israel’s battle against Amalek. Joshua fought on the battlefield,
while Moses ascended a hill to pray.

“Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said to Joshua,
‘Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow | will stand on the top of
the hill with the rod of God in my hand. So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought
with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And so it was,
when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under
him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the
other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. So
Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.”

(Exodus 17:8-13, NKJV)

Moses, standing with uplifted arms, forms the shape of the Cross. Israel’s victory does not depend
merely on military strength, but on intercession and endurance. When the hands remain lifted, victory
is assured; when they fall, defeat follows. This foreshadows Christ lifted up on the Cross, whose
outstretched arms bring victory over the enemy. The support of Aaron and Hur reveals the communal
nature of salvation—victory is sustained through shared faith and perseverance.

The Bronze Serpent Lifted Up
Perhaps the most explicit Old Testament image of the Cross is the bronze serpent.

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be
that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live So Moses made a bronze
serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he
looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.”

(Numbers 21:8-9, NKJV)

The people were dying from the venom of serpents, the very image of sin and death. God did not
remove the serpents immediately, but He provided a means of healing. The serpent lifted up on a pole
becomes the instrument of life. Those who look upon it in faith are healed.

Christ Himself directly identifies this event with His crucifixion:
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“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:14-15, NKJV)

The Cross becomes the place where sin is exposed and defeated. Death is not ignored; it is confronted
and overcome.

The Cross Revealed Through the Journey

In the wilderness, Israel learns that salvation comes not by avoiding suffering, but by trusting God
within it. Bitter waters are healed by a tree. Victory is secured by uplifted hands. Death is overcome by
looking upon what is lifted up. Each sign prepares the people to understand the Cross—not as a
scandal, but as God’s chosen means of healing and life.

The Cross Foretold from the Beginning

The Old Testament is filled with signs, images, and events that quietly but consistently point toward
the Holy Cross. These are not isolated coincidences, nor later interpretations imposed upon the text.
Rather, they reveal that the Cross was woven into God’s plan of salvation from the very beginning, long
before it was revealed openly in history.

From Eden onward, salvation is repeatedly shown to come through wood, obedience, sacrifice, and
divine intervention. Humanity falls through a tree, and humanity is restored through a tree. Death
enters through disobedience, and life is restored through obedience. What is lost through grasping is
regained through self-giving love.

Prophetic Actions of the Prophets

Even the actions of the prophets themselves bear the imprint of the Cross. Elijah and Elisha both
raised dead children by stretching themselves upon them, body to body, in a manner the Fathers
recognized as forming the sign of the Cross. Life is restored not by words alone, but through bodily
self-giving and intercession.

These acts foreshadow the One who would stretch Himself upon the wood of the Cross to restore life
to the dead—not temporarily, but eternally.

The Cross as God’s Chosen Means

Throughout the Old Testament, God repeatedly teaches His people that salvation does not come
through power, strength, or human wisdom. It comes through trust, obedience, and what appears
weak in the eyes of the world. A staff defeats armies. A tree heals bitter waters. A lifted serpent heals
the dying. A wooden ark saves from judgment. A beloved son carries wood to his own offering.

Each of these prepares the people of God to recognize Christ crucified—not as a failure, but as the
fulfillment of everything God had been revealing all along.
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Fulfillment in Christ

When Christ is finally lifted up on the Cross, all these signs converge. The wood, the lifting up, the
blood, the obedience, and the victory over death are no longer symbols but realities. What was once
hidden in type is now revealed in truth.

The Cross is therefore not an interruption in salvation history but its center. It is the key by which
Scripture is unlocked, the point at which prophecy becomes fulfillment, and the means through which
God reconciles the world to Himself.

As the Church proclaims, the Cross is at once suffering and glory, judgment and mercy, death and life.
What God revealed in shadows through the Old Testament, He has now revealed fully in His Son.

In beholding the Cross, we behold the wisdom of God—foretold from the beginning, revealed in Christ,
and offered to the world for the salvation of all.

E Review Questions

Why did God kick Adam & Eve out of Paradise? (so they won’t eat from the tree of life)

What type of wood was Noah’s ark made out of? (Gopherwood)

What did Isaac carry up the mountain? (The wood for the offering)

Who’s rod turned into a serpent? (Aaron’s Rod)

Other than flowers, what else did Aaron’s rod grow? (Almond buds)

What did God tell Moses to do to split the red sea? (strike the water with his rod)

What was the name of the place where the Israelites encountered bitter water?

(Marah)

8. What did Moses do to turn the bitter water sweet? (He casted the tree that God
showed him into the water)

9. Who supported Moses’s hands until they beat the Amalekites? (Aaron & Hur)

10. What symbol did Moses make and from what material, so that those bitten would be

healed? (Bronze Serpent)

SN e Sl
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3.3 Prophets

Major Prophets: Isaiah

BIBLE BASICS

The Fifth Evangelist

The prophet Isaiah occupies a central place among the Major Prophets of the Old Testament. His name
means “The LORD is salvation,” a meaning that encapsulates both the content and the purpose of his
prophetic ministry. Isaiah lived and prophesied during the eighth century BC, around 700 BC, a period
marked by political instability, moral decline, and looming foreign threats.

Isaiah is widely regarded as one of the greatest prophets of Sacred Scripture. The book that bears his
name presents the most comprehensive and detailed prophetic portrait of Jesus Christ found
anywhere in the Old Testament. For this reason, St. Jerome famously referred to Isaiah as “the Fifth
Evangelist,” because his prophecies proclaim Christ with a clarity comparable to that of the four
Gospels.

Isaiah was the son of Amoz and that he was married and had children, whose very names functioned
as prophetic signs to the people of Judah (Isaiah 1:1; 7:3; 8:3). His prophetic ministry began during the
reign of King Uzziah and extended for approximately sixty years, spanning the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz,
Hezekiah, and Manasseh. Through these reigns, Isaiah addressed kings, priests, and people alike,
calling them to repentance, faith, and trust in the Lord.

Isaiah’s message moves constantly between judgment and hope. He exposes sin with
uncompromising clarity, yet he also proclaims comfort, restoration, and future glory. Above all, he
reveals God as both holy and merciful, righteous and saving.

Structure of the Book of Isaiah

The Book of Isaiah is traditionally understood as having two major divisions, with some scholars
recognizing a threefold structure based on theme and emphasis:

Chapters 1-39

Judgment and the Holiness of God

This section focuses primarily on Judah, Jerusalem, and the surrounding nations. Isaiah confronts
idolatry, injustice, pride, and misplaced trust in political alliances. These chapters include prophecies
against foreign nations, warnings of impending judgment, and historical narratives related to Assyrian
aggression.
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Within this section appear foundational Messianic prophecies, including the sign of the virgin birth
(Isaiah 7:14) and the promise of a righteous Davidic King.

Chapters 40-66

Comfort, Salvation, and Future Glory

This section opens with the words, “Comfort, yes, comfort My people” (Isaiah 40:1). The tone shifts from
warning to consolation. God promises deliverance, forgiveness, and renewal. The Servant Songs
appear here, culminating in Isaiah 53, which presents the suffering and redemptive mission of the
Messiah with remarkable precision.

Chapters 56-66

The New Jerusalem and the Consummation of Salvation

Some recognize these chapters as a distinct subsection emphasizing the restoration of Zion, the
inclusion of the nations, and the final establishment of God’s kingdom. These chapters look beyond
historical return from exile toward the ultimate fulfillment of God’s saving plan.

This structure reflects not multiple messages, but one unified prophetic vision: judgment leads to
purification, and purification leads to salvation.

( The Book of Isaiah )
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Time About 40 Years (722-681 B.C.) Thousands of Years
Author The Prophet Isaiah

The Beginning of Isaiah’s Prophetic Ministry

Isaiah’s ministry begins with one of the most profound commissioning visions in all of Scripture. In a
moment of divine revelation, Isaiah is granted a vision of the heavenly throne room itself.
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“In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up,
and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six
wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
And one cried to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

The whole earth is full of His glory!’

And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house
was filled with smoke.

So | said:

‘Woe is me, for | am undone!

Because | am a man of unclean lips,

And | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;

For my eyes have seen the King,

The LORD of hosts.

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken
with the tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth with it, and said:

‘Behold, this has touched your lips;

Your iniquity is taken away,

And your sin purged.

Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying:

‘Whom shall I send,

And who will go for Us?’

Then I said, ‘Here | am! Send me.”

(Isaiah 6:1-8, NKJV)

This vision reveals several essential truths. God is enthroned in holiness. Heaven and earth are filled
with His glory. Even the seraphim veil themselves in reverence before Him. Confronted with this
holiness, Isaiah becomes acutely aware of his own impurity and the impurity of the people he is sent
to serve.

Purification precedes mission. Isaiah is not commissioned until his sin is removed. The live coal taken
from the altar signifies cleansing through divine initiative, not human effort.

Patristic Interpretation of Isaiah’s Calling

St. Cyril of Alexandria offers a deeply Christological interpretation of Isaiah’s purification:

“One of the seraphim is sent to Isaiah with a burning coal which he took from the altar
with tongs. This is clearly a symbol of Christ, who, on our behalf, offered himself up to
God the Father as a pure and unblemished spiritual sacrifice with a most pleasing
fragrance. In the same way, Christ is received from the altar. We must, however, explain
why Christ is like a burning coal. It is customary in Holy Scripture for the divine nature to
be likened to fire. God appeared in this way to the people of Israel as they stood before
the Lord at Horeb, which is Mount Sinai.”
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This interpretation reveals that Isaiah’s cleansing prefigures the sacramental and redemptive work of
Christ. The coal signifies divine fire that purifies without destroying—judgment transformed into
mercy.

Isaiah’s Mission

Isaiah is sent to proclaim a message that will not immediately be received. God warns him that the
people will hear without understanding and see without perceiving. Judgment will come, cities will
fall, and the land will be desolate. Yet even in this bleak vision, hope remains.

A remnant—a “holy seed”—will survive, like a stump left after a great tree is cut down (Isaiah 6:13).
From that stump, life will spring forth again.

Thus Isaiah’s ministry is marked by a paradox that runs through the entire book: judgment that
purifies and suffering that leads to salvation. This paradox finds its ultimate fulfillment in Christ,
whom Isaiah foretells more clearly than any other prophet.

The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 42-53)

Among all the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament, none are as profound, as detailed, or as
theologically decisive as Isaiah’s prophecy of the Suffering Servant. In these chapters, Isaiah reveals a
Messiah whose mission is not first to conquer by force, but to redeem through obedience, humility,
suffering, and self-giving love. Here, the mystery of salvation is unveiled with striking clarity: the
Messiah saves by suffering on behalf of others.

These passages form the heart of why Isaiah is called the Fifth Evangelist. They present the Gospel in
prophetic form centuries before the birth of Christ.

The Servant Chosen and Anointed by God
The Servant is introduced as one uniquely chosen, upheld, and anointed by God Himself:

“Behold! My Servant whom | uphold,

My Elect One in whom My soul delights!

| have put My Spirit upon Him;

He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.

He will not cry out, nor raise His voice,

Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break,

And smoking flax He will not quench;

He will bring forth justice for truth.”

(Isaiah 42:1-3, NKJV)
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This Servant is not aggressive, loud, or violent. He does not impose justice through domination.
Instead, He restores gently. The weak are not crushed; the faint are not extinguished. Salvation comes
not by force, but by compassion.

The Gospel explicitly applies this prophecy to Christ:

“A bruised reed He will not break,
And smoking flax He will not quench,
Till He sends forth justice to victory.”
(Matthew 12:20, NKJV)

The Servant as Light and Covenant
Isaiah reveals that the Servant’s mission extends beyond Israel to all nations:

“l, the LORD, have called You in righteousness,

And will hold Your hand;

| will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people,
As a light to the Gentiles,

To open blind eyes,

To bring out prisoners from the prison,

Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.”
(Isaiah 42:6-7, NKJV)

The Servant is not merely a messenger of a covenant—He is the covenant itself. He restores sight,
frees captives, and brings light to those in darkness. These words are fulfilled directly in Christ’s
healing ministry, His forgiveness of sins, and His proclamation of salvation to Jew and Gentile alike.

Rejection and Hidden Glory
As the prophecy unfolds, the Servant is revealed as one who will be rejected rather than celebrated:

“He is despised and rejected by men,

A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.”
(Isaiah 53:3, NKJV)

This rejection is not accidental. It is part of the salvific plan. The Servant does not suffer because He
fails; He suffers because He obeys. His path reveals that God’s victory is accomplished through
humility, not human glory.

The Substitutionary Suffering of the Servant

Isaiah now speaks with unmistakable clarity about the redemptive meaning of the Servant’s suffering:
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“Surely He has borne our griefs

And carried our sorrows;

Yet we esteemed Him stricken,

Smitten by God, and afflicted.

But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed.”

(Isaiah 53:4-5, NKJV)

The Servant suffers in place of others. He bears what does not belong to Him so that others may
receive what they do not deserve. Healing, peace, and reconciliation flow directly from His wounds.

This passage forms the foundation of the Church’s understanding of Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

Silent Obedience unto Death
Isaiah emphasizes not only the suffering of the Servant, but the manner in which He suffers:

“He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
Yet He opened not His mouth;

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter,

And as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
So He opened not His mouth.”

(Isaiah 53:7, NKJV)

The Servant does not resist, protest, or curse. His obedience is voluntary and complete. This prophecy
finds direct fulfillment in Christ’s silence before His accusers and His willing acceptance of the Cross.

Death, Burial, and Vindication
Isaiah even foretells the Servant’s death and burial:

“And they made His grave with the wicked—
But with the rich at His death,

Because He had done no violence,

Nor was any deceit in His mouth.”

(Isaiah 53:9, NKJV)

Despite His innocence, the Servant dies. Yet His death is not the end. God vindicates Him:

“Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him;

He has put Him to grief.

When You make His soul an offering for sin,
He shall see His seed,

He shall prolong His days,
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And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.”
(Isaiah 53:10, NKJV)

Here resurrection is implied. The Servant dies, yet lives. He offers Himself as a sacrifice, yet continues
His work. His suffering results in life for many.

Justification of Many
The prophecy concludes with a declaration of victory:

“By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,
For He shall bear their iniquities.”
(Isaiah 53:11, NKJV)

The Servant does not merely inspire; He justifies. He restores humanity’s relationship with God by
bearing sin and imparting righteousness.

The Fulfillment in Christ

The New Testament consistently identifies Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of Isaiah’s Suffering Servant.
Christ Himself embraces this identity, especially in His passion, death, and resurrection. What Isaiah
saw in prophecy, the Church proclaims as fulfilled reality.

The Suffering Servant reveals the deepest truth of the Gospel:
God saves the world not by avoiding suffering, but by entering it and transforming it through love.

Isaiah and the Hope of the Resurrection

Isaiah’s prophetic vision does not end with suffering and death. Woven throughout his book is a
powerful hope that death itself will be overcome and that God’s saving work will culminate in
renewal, restoration, and everlasting life. While the Suffering Servant reveals how salvation is
accomplished, Isaiah’s resurrection imagery reveals what that salvation ultimately brings.

Isaiah stands among the clearest Old Testament witnesses to the truth that God’s final victory includes
the defeat of death and the restoration of life.

God’s Victory Over Death
Isaiah boldly proclaims that death will not have the final word over God’s people:

“He will swallow up death forever,

And the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces;
The rebuke of His people

He will take away from all the earth;

For the LORD has spoken.”

(Isaiah 25:8, NKJV)

293



This is not poetic exaggeration. It is a theological declaration: death itself will be destroyed. The
promise that tears will be wiped away reveals not only physical resurrection, but also complete
healing of human suffering. The Apostle Paul later cites this very passage to proclaim the victory of
Christ’s resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:54).

Resurrection Foretold Explicitly
Isaiah speaks even more directly about the resurrection of the dead:

“Your dead shall live;

Together with my dead body they shall arise.
Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust;

For your dew is like the dew of herbs,

And the earth shall cast out the dead.”
(Isaiah 26:19, NKJV)

Here Isaiah declares that those who dwell in the dust will rise again. Resurrection is not metaphorical,
nor merely national restoration—it is personal, bodily, and real. God’s life-giving power extends even
to those who have returned to the earth.

The Servant Lives After Death

Isaiah’s resurrection hope is inseparable from the Suffering Servant. After describing the Servant’s
death as a sin offering, Isaiah proclaims that He will live and see the fruit of His sacrifice:

“He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.

By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,
For He shall bear their iniquities.”

(Isaiah 53:11, NKJV)

The Servant dies, yet sees and rejoices. He is cut off, yet continues His mission. This paradox prepares
the reader to understand the resurrection of Christ—not as an afterthought, but as the divine
confirmation of His saving work.

New Creation and Everlasting Joy
Isaiah’s resurrection hope expands into a vision of new creation:

“For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth;

And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever in what | create;

For behold, | create Jerusalem as a rejoicing,

And her people a joy.”

(Isaiah 65:17-18, NKJV)
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Salvation is not merely escape from death; it is transformation of existence. God renews creation itself.
Life after death is not diminished—it is glorified.

Isaiah’s Message Completed in Christ
Isaiah’s prophetic message forms a complete arc:

Humanity’s sin is exposed
God’s holiness is revealed
The Servant suffers and dies
Death is defeated

Life is restored

What Isaiah proclaims in promise, Christ fulfills in history. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
definitive answer to Isaiah’s hope. Because Christ lives, death is no longer the end. Because the
Servant was raised, those united to Him will also rise.

Isaiah thus teaches the Church that salvation is not only forgiveness of sins, but the restoration of life
itself. Judgment gives way to mercy, suffering gives way to glory, and death gives way to resurrection.

The Victorious Lord: Isaiah, Hezekiah, and the Defeat of Assyria

Rabshakeh’s Blasphemy and the Crisis of Faith

During the reign of Hezekiah, Judah faced one of its gravest threats. Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent
his chief spokesman, Rabshakeh, to Jerusalem. Standing within hearing distance of the people,
Rabshakeh mocked Hezekiah, ridiculed trust in Egypt, and openly blasphemed the Lord, insisting that
the God of Israel would be no more able to deliver Jerusalem than the gods of the other nations
Assyria had already destroyed.

Rabshakeh even boasted of offering two thousand horses—knowing full well Judah had no riders to
mount them—using mockery to undermine confidence in God rather than military strength. His
message was clear: do not trust Hezekiah; do not trust the Lord.

Hezekiah’s Prayer and God’s Answer

Faced with this humiliation and threat, Hezekiah did not respond with political maneuvering or
military posturing. Instead, he humbled himself before God. He tore his clothes, entered the house of
the Lord, and sent for the prophet Isaiah. Then he prayed.

Isaiah records both the prayer and God’s decisive response:

“Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria:
‘He shall not come into this city,

Nor shoot an arrow there,

Nor come before it with shield,
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Nor build a siege mound against it.

By the way that he came,

By the same shall he return;

And he shall not come into this city,

Says the LORD.

‘For | will defend this city, to save it

For My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.
(Isaiah 37:33-35, NKJV)

"

That very night, the angel of the Lord struck the Assyrian camp, and the invincible army collapsed
without Judah lifting a sword. The episode reveals a central theme in Isaiah: salvation belongs to the
Lord, not to human power.

Historical Interlude: King Hezekiah
Scripture presents Hezekiah as one of Judah’s most faithful kings:

“Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. He was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem... And he did what
was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done.”

(2 Kings 18:1-3, NKJV)

Hezekiah’s reforms were radical and courageous. He removed the high places, destroyed idols, and
even broke in pieces the bronze serpent made by Moses when it had become an object of
idolatry—calling it Nehushtan, “a mere piece of bronze.”

“He trusted in the LORD God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the
kings of Judah, nor who were before him. For he held fast to the LORD; he did not depart
from following Him, but kept His commandments.”

(2 Kings 18:5-6, NKJV)

His faith was not theoretical. It was tested under siege, mockery, and mortal illness—and it endured.
Hezekiah’s Illness and God’s Mercy
Later in his reign, Hezekiah fell gravely ill. Isaiah came to him with a stark message from God:

“Thus says the LORD: ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.”
(Isaiah 38:1, NKJV)

Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed with tears, placing his entire life before God. The Lord
answered immediately:

“I have heard your prayer, | have seen your tears; surely | will add to your days fifteen
years. | will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria, and | will defend
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this city.”
(Isaiah 38:5-6, NKJV)

As a sign, God caused the shadow on the sundial of Ahaz to move backward ten degrees—an
unmistakable sign that the Lord rules not only history, but time itself.

A Verse for Times of Bitterness

Out of this trial comes one of the most personal and consoling verses in Isaiah, often cherished in
times of suffering:

“Indeed it was for my own peace

That | had great bitterness;

But You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption,
For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.”

(Isaiah 38:17, NKJV)

Here suffering is reinterpreted through faith: bitterness becomes a path to peace, and affliction
becomes the setting for mercy.

The Martyrdom of Isaiah

Tradition holds that Isaiah himself sealed his prophetic witness with blood. During the reign of the
wicked king Manasseh, Isaiah was condemned and sawn in two—a fate alluded to in Hebrews 11:37.
He was buried near the Pool of Siloam, having proclaimed throughout his life the holiness of God, the
coming of the Messiah, and the certainty that the Lord alone is victorious.

Summary

Isaiah reveals:

God'’s sovereignty over empires

The power of prayer over intimidation
Faithfulness rewarded with deliverance
Suffering transformed by repentance

The prophet’s life as a testimony unto death

Isaiah does not merely predict salvation—he lives it, suffers for it, and ultimately dies proclaiming that
“the Lord is Salvation.”

E Review Questions

1. What does the name Isaiah mean? [A. the Lord is Salvation”]
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Why was he named By St. Jerome the 5th Evangelist? [A. Because the book of Isaiah
provides us with the most comprehensive prophetic picture of Jesus Christ in the
entire Old Testament.]

How did Isaiah begin his service? [A. Isaiah had a vision commissioning him to the
special work of speaking on behalf of God to the people of Judah and Jerusalem
about God’s coming judgments.]

True or False: St. Cyril of Alexandria reflects on the spiritual meaning of Isaiah's vision
and says that tThis is clearly a symbol of Christ. [A. True]

What are the three parts of the Book of Isaiah? [A. The Holy Chastiser; The Holy
Grantor of Victory Over Enemies; and The Holy Comforter Through Salvation.]

True or False: king Hezekiah was not a righteous king? [A. False]

How did the prophet Isaiah die? [A. The Prophet Isaiah died a martyr’s death. By
order of the Jewish king Manasseh he was sawn through by a wood-saw. ]
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BIBL303 - Prophets

Major Prophets: Jeremiah

BIBLE BASICS

Jeremiah’s Calling

Jeremiah’s prophetic identity is marked above all by a call to repentance. From the beginning of his
ministry, the Lord made clear that Jeremiah’s task would be resisted and painful—but divinely
sustained:

“Therefore prepare yourself and arise,
And speak to them all that | command you.
Do not be dismayed before their faces,
Lest | dismay you before them.

For behold, | have made you this day

A fortified city and an iron pillar,

And bronze walls against the whole land—
Against the kings of Judah,

Against its princes,

Against its priests,

And against the people of the land.

They will fight against you,

But they shall not prevail against you.

For | am with you,” says the LORD,

“to deliver you.”

(Jeremiah 1:17-19, NKJV)

His calling came around 627 BC, and his ministry lasted nearly 45 years (627-582 BC), spanning the
final years before Jerusalem’s fall and the early years of exile. Jeremiah was called while still young,
and the Lord revealed that his vocation preceded his birth:

“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you;
Before you were born | sanctified you;

| ordained you a prophet to the nations.”

Then said I: “Ah, Lord GOD!

Behold, | cannot speak, for | am a youth.”

But the LORD said to me:

“Do not say, ‘l am a youth,

For you shall go to all to whom I send you,

And whatever | command you, you shall speak.
Do not be afraid of their faces,
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For | am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD.

Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me:
“Behold, | have put My words in your mouth.

See, | have this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms,

To root out and to pull down,

To destroy and to throw down,

To build and to plant.”

(Jeremiah 1:4-10, NKJV)

Jeremiah wrote not only the book that bears his name, but also Lamentations, a lament over the
desolation of Jerusalem and the sorrow of exile. His name is often understood to mean “Yahweh
sends”—fitting for a prophet sent to call a stubborn people back to God in a time of spiritual confusion
and moral collapse.

Jeremiah’s calling also reveals a pattern seen throughout the Scriptures: God does not wait for human
strength before He sends—He sends, and then He supplies what is needed. The Lord placed His word
in Jeremiah’s mouth, so that the prophet’s authority would not rest on personality, eloquence, or
status, but on the living command of God.

Jeremiah’s Calling

Jeremiah was born in Anathoth, a small village northeast of Jerusalem, within the territory of
Benjamin. He was the son of Hilkiah, a priest, and thus belonged to a priestly family. Yet, despite his
lineage, Jeremiah never served in the Temple as a priest. God had set him apart for a different kind of
service—one that would unfold largely outside the sanctuary and often in open conflict with it.

Unlike many other prophets, Jeremiah was not distinguished by dramatic miracles like Elisha, nor by
lofty poetic grandeur like Isaiah, nor by apocalyptic visions such as those granted to Daniel and
Ezekiel. His greatness lay instead in faithful endurance. Jeremiah was a servant who continued to
speak God’s word even when that word brought rejection, danger, and isolation.

God also constrained Jeremiah’s personal life as part of his prophetic witness. He was commanded to
remain unmarried and childless, a painful but powerful sign of the coming devastation upon Judah:

“You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place.”
(Jeremiah 16:2, NKJV)

When Jeremiah protested his youth and inability, God answered not by removing the burden, but by
supplying divine authority:

“Do not say, ‘l am a youth,

For you shall go to all to whom | send you,

And whatever | command you, you shall speak.
Do not be afraid of their faces,
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For | am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD.
(Jeremiah 1:7-8, NKJV)

Then the Lord touched Jeremiah’s mouth:

“Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.”
(Jeremiah 1:9, NKJV)

Through this command, Jeremiah’s own life became a living prophecy—embodying the loneliness,
loss, and disruption that would soon overtake the nation.

Jeremiah was also called to perform a series of symbolic actions—wearing a linen belt, breaking a clay
jar, purchasing a field during siege—each action preaching repentance more loudly than words alone.
His ministry demonstrates that prophecy is not merely spoken; it is lived.

Although gentle by temperament, Jeremiah was firm in obedience. He did not seek confrontation, but
he did not retreat from it. His authority came not from charisma or force, but from the fact that the
word of the LORD burned within him, compelling him to speak even when silence seemed safer.

Call to Serve: Pattern of Service

Jeremiah’s calling mirrors that of many Old Testament figures:

Isaiah was purified by a burning coal before being sent (Isaiah 6:6-8).

Moses protested his inadequacy until God promised to be with his mouth (Exodus 3-4).
Gideon doubted his weakness, yet God assured victory (Judges 6:14-16).

Saul was chosen despite his insignificance (1 Samuel 9:15-21).

David was anointed while still shepherding sheep (1 Samuel 16:11-13).

In each case, God does not call the sufficient—He makes sufficient those He calls.

Isaiah: Purified Before Being Sent
The calling of Isaiah reveals that God first purifies those He sends:

“Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken
with the tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth with it, and said:

‘Behold, this has touched your lips;

Your iniquity is taken away,

And your sin purged.

Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying:

‘Whom shall I send,

And who will go for Us?’

Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me.”

(Isaiah 6:6-8, NKJV)
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As with Jeremiah, Isaiah’s mouth is touched—signifying that the prophet does not speak his own
words, but God’s.

Moses: Weakness Met by Divine Presence
When Moses was called, he protested his inadequacy repeatedly:

“But Moses said to God, ‘Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh, and that | should bring the
children of Israel out of Egypt?””
(Exodus 3:11, NKJV)

Later he added:

“O my Lord, | am not eloquent... but | am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”
(Exodus 4:10, NKJV)

God’s answer was decisive:

“Now therefore, go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say.”
(Exodus 4:12, NKJV)

Jeremiah’s calling echoes this same promise: God does not remove weakness; He overcomes it by His
presence.

Gideon: Insignificance Transformed by Commission

When Gideon doubted his ability to save Israel, God answered not by denying Gideon’s weakness, but
by affirming His own presence:

“Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”
(Judges 6:16, NKJV)

Saul and David: God Chooses the Least

Both Saul and David were chosen from obscurity, each overwhelmed by the call placed upon them (1
Samuel 9; 16). Their selection reveals a consistent principle: God’s election is rooted in His purpose,
not human expectation.

God:

e Calls before readiness
e Sends before confidence
e Speaks before ability

The servant’s authority does not come from skill, status, or acceptance, but from obedience. As with
the prophets before him, Jeremiah was made strong not by removing fear, but by standing firm
despite it.
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This pattern prepares us to understand Jeremiah’s ministry—not as a career of success, but as a
vocation of faithfulness.

The Heart of His Ministry

The heart of Jeremiah’s ministry can be summed up in a single word: return. More than any other
prophet, Jeremiah repeatedly called the people to turn back to God—not merely outwardly, but with
the heart. This emphasis is woven throughout his book:

e The word “return” and its variations appear 47 times
e “Turn” or “come back” appears 13 times
e “Forget” and its variations appear 24 times

These repetitions are not accidental. They reveal a prophet laboring relentlessly to awaken a
spiritually hardened people who had forgotten both God’s covenant and His mercy.

Jeremiah’s call to repentance was not cold or detached. He did not speak as a judge standing above
the people, but as a shepherd wounded by their refusal to listen. His preaching flowed from love, not
condemnation.

“O my soul, my soul!

| am pained in my very heart!
My heart makes a noise in me;
| cannot hold my peace.”
(Jeremiah 4:19, NKJV)

This verse reveals Jeremiah’s inner life. He carried the suffering of the people within himself. Their sin
grieved him; their coming destruction tormented him. Like a watchman who sees disaster
approaching, he cried out not because he enjoyed warning, but because silence would be unbearable.

Jeremiah’s love for the people is comparable to the apostolic heart later expressed by St. Paul:

“Who is weak, and | am not weak?
Who is made to stumble, and | do not burn with indignation?”
(2 Corinthians 11:29, NKJV)

Despite repeated rejection, mockery, and hostility, Jeremiah did not abandon his mission. Instead, he
found comfort, strength, and joy in God Himself—specifically in God’s word:

“Your words were found, and | ate them,

And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart;
For | am called by Your name,

O LORD God of hosts.”

(Jeremiah 15:16, NKJV)

303



Here Jeremiah describes God’s word not as a burden, but as nourishment. Even when the message
brought suffering, the source of the message brought life. This verse reveals the secret of Jeremiah’s
endurance: he fed on the word he proclaimed.

Jeremiah’s ministry teaches us that repentance is not merely a message to be delivered, but a
relationship to be restored. God’s repeated call to “return” reveals not impatience, but patience—an
aching divine desire for reconciliation rather than destruction.

Opposition, Suffering, and Exile

Jeremiah’s faithfulness did not lead to acceptance; it led to opposition. From the beginning of his
ministry, the Lord warned him that resistance would come from every level of society—kings, priests,
false prophets, and ordinary people alike. This warning was fulfilled repeatedly throughout his life.

Jeremiah was mocked, imprisoned, beaten, accused of treason, and threatened with death. His own
townspeople in Anathoth plotted against him. Religious leaders rejected him because his message
exposed their hypocrisy. Kings resented him because he spoke judgment rather than reassurance.

“Then the LORD made it known to me, and | knew;

Then You showed me their doings.

But I was like a docile lamb brought to the slaughter;

And | did not know that they had devised schemes against me.”
(Jeremiah 11:18-19, NKJV)

Despite this suffering, Jeremiah never presented himself as a victim. Instead, he brought his pain
honestly before God. His laments reveal that true faith does not silence grief—it offers it to the Lord.

At one point, Jeremiah was imprisoned in a muddy cistern and left to die (Jeremiah 38). At another,
King Jehoiakim burned the scroll of Jeremiah’s prophecies, symbolically rejecting God’s word
(Jeremiah 36). Yet after each humiliation, the Lord sustained His prophet and reaffirmed his mission.

When Jerusalem finally fell to Babylon in 586 BC, Jeremiah remained among the poor who were left
behind in Judah. Later, against his will, he was taken to Egypt by a fearful remnant seeking refuge from
Babylonian reprisals. Even there, Jeremiah continued to speak God’s word.

This forced exile underscores a painful truth of Jeremiah’s life: the prophet who warned against
misplaced trust in Egypt was himself carried there against his desire. His life thus became a final
enacted prophecy of Israel’s stubbornness and God’s patience.

Jeremiah in the New Testament

Jeremiah’s prophetic stature was such that, during Christ’s earthly ministry, some people believed
Jesus might be Jeremiah returned:
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“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
(Matthew 16:14, NKJV)

This association likely arose because both Jeremiah and Christ spoke of Jerusalem’s coming
judgment, called for repentance, and suffered rejection at the hands of their own people. Both wept
over the city they loved.

Jeremiah’s life teaches us that faithfulness is not measured by visible success, but by obedience. He
stood alone often, misunderstood frequently, and suffered deeply—but he never stopped speaking
the truth entrusted to him.

Jeremiah and the Exile: Three Prophets, One Crisis.

The Babylonian Exile was the most devastating event in Israel’s national history. The destruction of
Jerusalem, the burning of the Temple, and the deportation of the people raised urgent questions: Had
God abandoned His people? Had the covenant failed? In response to this crisis, God raised up three
prophets, each called to a different audience, yet united in a single divine purpose.

Jeremiah — Prophet to Judah Before and During the Exile

Jeremiah prophesied before and during the exile, primarily to those who remained in Judah and
Jerusalem. His role was to warn, to call to repentance, and to explain that the coming destruction was
not accidental, but the result of covenant unfaithfulness. Even after Jerusalem fell, Jeremiah
continued to speak God’s word to the remnant left in the land.

Jeremiah’s message emphasized:

e Theinevitability of judgment
e The justice and mercy of God
e The promise of a future restoration beyond exile

He taught that exile was not the end of Israel’s story, but a severe mercy meant to heal a hardened
people.

Ezekiel — Prophet to the Exiles in Babylon

Ezekiel prophesied during the exile, specifically to the Jewish captives living in Babylon. Unlike
Jeremiah, Ezekiel ministered far from Jerusalem, among a people tempted to despair and spiritual
numbness.

Through vivid visions and symbolic actions, Ezekiel revealed:

e God’s glory was not confined to the Temple
e God was present even in exile
e |srael would be restored, renewed, and given a new heart
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“I'will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you;
I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”
(Ezekiel 36:26, NKJV)

Ezekiel’s ministry helped the exiles understand that punishment was not abandonment, and that God
was still shaping their future.

Daniel — Prophet in the Royal Court of Babylon

Daniel prophesied during the exile as well, but unlike Ezekiel, he lived within the royal palace of
Babylon. His ministry took place in the political and cultural center of the empire.

Daniel revealed that:

e God rules over kings and empires
e Earthly kingdoms rise and fall, but God’s kingdom is eternal
e Faithfulness is possible even within hostile systems

Daniel’s visions of successive world empires and the everlasting kingdom of God assured the people
that history itself remains under divine authority.

One Crisis, One Message

Though Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel ministered in different locations and contexts, their message
was unified:

e God is just — sin has consequences
e Godis present —evenin exile
e God is faithful — restoration will come

Together, these prophets reveal that exile was not the death of the covenant, but its purification. God
was stripping away false security so that His people might learn to trust Him alone.

Jeremiah and the New Covenant

At the very heart of Jeremiah’s prophecy stands one of the most profound promises in all of Scripture:
the promise of a New Covenant. Spoken in the darkest moment of Israel’s history—on the eve of
exile—this promise reveals that judgment would not have the final word. Restoration would come, not
merely through political return, but through inner transformation.

The Promise of a New Covenant

“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah—

not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day that | took them by
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt,

My covenant which they broke, though | was a husband to them, says the LORD.
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But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
LORD:

I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;

and | will be their God, and they shall be My people.

No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know
the LORD; for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says
the LORD.

For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no more.”

(Jeremiah 31:31-34, NKJV)

This passage marks a turning point in biblical theology. The failure of the old covenant was not in the
Law itself, but in the human heart. Therefore, the solution would not be a new command, but a new
heart.

Key Features of the New Covenant

1. Internal Transformation
The Law would no longer be written on stone tablets, but engraved on the heart. Obedience
would flow from inner renewal rather than external compulsion.

2. Restored Relationship
“I will be their God, and they shall be My people” echoes the covenant formula, now fulfilled in
a deeper and more personal way.

3. Universal Knowledge of God
Knowing God would no longer be mediated only through institutions; it would become a lived
reality shared by all, from the least to the greatest.

4. Complete Forgiveness
God declares that sins will be forgiven and remembered no more—an astonishing promise
spoken before the Cross.

Fulfillment in the New Testament
The New Testament explicitly identifies Jeremiah’s prophecy as fulfilled in Christ:

“Because finding fault with them, He says: ‘Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD,
when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah...”
(Hebrews 8:8-12, NKJV)

“This is the covenant that | will make with them after those days, says the LORD: | will put
My laws into their hearts, and in their minds | will write them... Their sins and their
lawless deeds | will remember no more.”

(Hebrews 10:16-17, NKJV)

St. Paul explains that this covenant is enacted not by the letter, but by the Spirit:

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but
our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new
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covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter Kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
(2 Corinthians 3:5-6, NKJV)

Jeremiah’s New Covenant prophecy reveals that exile and suffering were not signs of divine failure, but
preparation for something greater. The covenant would no longer depend on human consistency, but
on God’s mercy.

This promise reaches its fulfillment in:

e Christ’s Incarnation — God dwelling with His people
e The Cross — forgiveness of sins
e The Holy Spirit — the Law written on the heart

Jeremiah, often called the prophet of tears, thus becomes the prophet of hope. His message assures
us that God does not discard His people when they fail; He renews them from within.

Jeremiah’s Prophetic Fulfillments

Jeremiah’s influence does not end with the Old Testament. His words, images, and theology are woven
deeply into the New Testament, where the early Church recognized him as a prophet whose message
reached its full meaning in Christ. Both Scripture and the Church Fathers consistently return to
Jeremiah to explain suffering, covenant, repentance, and hope.

Rachel Weeping for Her Children

The Gospel of Matthew applies Jeremiah’s prophecy directly to the massacre of the infants in
Bethlehem:

“Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:
‘A voice was heard in Ramah,

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,

Refusing to be comforted,

Because they are no more.””

(Matthew 2:17-18, NKJV)

Originally spoken in the context of exile (Jeremiah 31:15), this lament expressed Israel’s grief over lost
children. Matthew reveals its deeper fulfillment: sorrow surrounds the birth of the Messiah, yet this
sorrow will be transformed into salvation. The same chapter in Jeremiah that contains mourning also
contains the promise of the New Covenant, showing that grief and hope are inseparable in God’s
redemptive plan.

The Betrayal of Christ

St. Matthew also connects Jeremiah to the betrayal of Judas:
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“Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying,

‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of
the children of Israel priced,

and gave them for the potter’s field, as the LORD directed me.””

(Matthew 27:9-10, NKJV)

Here Jeremiah’s prophetic imagery—silver, rejection, and judgment—finds its ultimate fulfillment in
Christ, who is rejected by His own people yet becomes the means of their redemption.

Living Water and Trinitarian Theology
Jeremiah declares:

“For My people have committed two evils:

They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters,

And hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water.”
(Jeremiah 2:13, NKJV)

The Fathers saw this as a key Christological and Trinitarian text.

e St. Athanasius used this verse against the Arians, arguing that if the Father is the “fountain of
living waters” and the Son is Life, then the Son cannot be a created being. Otherwise, the
Father would be a dry fountain—an impossibility.

e Sts. Justin Martyr and Irenaeus contrasted Christians, who drink from the living fountain, with
those who reject Christ and rely on broken cisterns.

This verse thus became central in defending the eternal divinity of Christ.

Jeremiah on Human Desire and Moral Transformation

“They were like well-fed lusty stallions;
Every one neighed after his neighbor’s wife.”
(Jeremiah 5:8, NKJV)

The Fathers interpreted this verse morally and ascetically:

St. Irenaeus taught that without God, humanity degenerates into animal-like behavior.
St. Clement of Alexandria contrasted lustful stallions with disciplined colts, symbolizing
Christian freedom under restraint.

e St. Basil the Great emphasized that unchecked desire degrades the soul, while contentment
restores human dignity.

Jeremiah thus becomes a prophetic witness to the transformation of desire—a theme fulfilled in
Christian ascetic life.

Intercession and Divine Mercy
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God tells Jeremiah:

“Therefore do not pray for this people,
Nor lift up a cry or prayer for them,
Nor make intercession to Me;

For I will not hear you.”

(Jeremiah 7:16, NKJV)

Yet Jeremiah continues to intercede. St. Ambrose remarks that Jeremiah’s persistent prayer softened
God’s judgment, teaching that intercession remains powerful even when judgment seems fixed. This
insight shaped the Church’s understanding of the prayers of the saints.

Lamentations and the Christian Life

The Book of Lamentations, traditionally attributed to Jeremiah, became central to Christian worship
and theology.

“It is good for a man to bear

The yoke in his youth...

For the Lord will not cast off forever.”
(Lamentations 3:27-31, NKJV)

St. Gregory of Nyssa used Lamentations in funeral orations.

Origen taught that suffering trains the soul in hope.

St. John Chrysostom emphasized that trials refine even the righteous.

St. Jerome saw in Lamentations a prophecy of Christian asceticism.

St. Augustine and St. Athanasius taught that tribulations perfect patience rather than signify
rejection.

Lamentations 3 is sung in its entirety during the 12th Hour of Good Friday, uniting the suffering of
Christ with the suffering of the faithful.

Conclusion: Jeremiah’s Enduring Message

Jeremiah’s life and writings reveal a God who:

Rebukes without abandoning
Judges without destroying
Calls without coercing

Heals through suffering

His message can be summarized in seven divine movements:
Reproach - Encouragement - Rebuke - Guidance - Clarification - Prophecy - Living Example

Jeremiah teaches us that:
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God calls the humble, not the confident
Faithfulness matters more than success
Scripture must be lived, not merely spoken
Tears and hope can coexist

Above all, Jeremiah warns us not to become broken cisterns—appearing religious yet empty of living
water. Instead, we are called to drink deeply from Christ, the true Fountain of Life, and to remain
faithful even when the cost is high.

E Review Questions

1. What does the name Jeremiah mean? [His name means “Yahweh Throws” or sends
because he was sent to bring his own people back to God.]

2. How long was Jeremiah’s ministry? [ It lasted for nearly 45 years (627-582 B.C.). ]

3. What was God’s plan for Jermiah? [God constrained him to remain single and to
engage in a number of symbolic actions to exhibit the call to repentance.]

4. What was the goal of his ministry? [The goal of his ministry was clear, repentance of
people and returning to the bosom of God.]

5. What did the Gospel of St. Matthew quote from Jeremiah? [it is said that the betrayal
of Judas was foretold by the Prophet Jeremiah as indicated in Matthew 27:9-10]

6. What are the books in the Bible written by Jeremiah? [the book of prophecies and
Lamentation]

7. Was Jeremiah faithful? [Jeremiah was faithful in delivering the message.]

8. What are the seven elements summarized from his book? [seven elements:
Reproach, Encouragement, Rebuke, Guidance, Clarifying facts, Prophecies,
[llustrative examples]

9. How did Jeremiah refer to Christ as the living water? [“For My people have
committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn
themselves cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water.” - Jeremiah 2:12-13]

10. How did Jeremiah show his love to whom he serves? [“O my soul, my soul! | am
pained in my very heart! My heart makes a noise in me; | cannot hold my peace.”
(Jeremiah 4:19)]
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BIBL303 - Prophets

Major Prophets: Ezekiel

BIBLE BASICS

Introduction

Ezekiel means “the strength of God.” He is counted among the four Major Prophets, “major” not
because their message is more important, but because their writings are longer and more expansive.

Ezekiel was the son of a priest named Buzi, and he himself belonged to the priestly line. He was taken
captive in the captivity of Jehoiachin, eleven years before the destruction of Jerusalem. He lived
among the Jewish exiles who settled along the Chebar, described as a “river” or stream in Babylonia.
His prophetic ministry began in 595 B.C. and continued until 573 B.C., spanning about twenty-two
years.

Ezekiel was married and had established a home in exile—Scripture notes both his wife and his house
(Ezekiel 24:18; Ezekiel 8:1)—yet he endured a sudden, painful loss when his wife died unexpectedly. In
a striking and difficult command, God required Ezekiel to bear this sorrow as a prophetic sign to the
exiles, teaching them that the coming grief over Jerusalem would be so overwhelming that it would
silence ordinary expressions of mourning.

Like other Old Testament saints who lived under foreign rule—such as Daniel and the Three Holy
Youth—Ezekiel lived in high esteem among the exiles. Their elders sought him out and consulted him,
not because he promised easy answers, but because they recognized that the word of God was with
him.

Ezekiel’s place in salvation history is unique: he is a priest-prophet called to speak in a land of captivity,
where the people were tempted to believe that God had abandoned them. His book proclaims the
opposite: that even in exile, God remains present, holy, and active, purifying His people, judging sin,
and preparing the way for restoration.

Prophetic Profile and Structure of the Book

Ezekiel’'s prophetic character is marked by firm resolve, spiritual severity, and unwavering
obedience. As both priest and prophet, he possessed a deep devotion to the holiness of God, the
order of worship, and the moral responsibility of the covenant people. His temperament is often
described as stern, not because he lacked compassion, but because he clearly perceived the gravity of
sin and the seriousness of God’s holiness.

Unlike prophets whose ministries unfolded amid national stability, Ezekiel prophesied during
collapse, displacement, and theological confusion. The exile raised painful questions among the
people: Has God abandoned us? Is the covenant broken? Can we still worship the Lord outside the land?
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Ezekiel’s ministry confronts these questions directly. His answer is consistent and uncompromising:
God has not changed; His people must.

Structure of the Book

The destruction of Jerusalem forms the major turning point of the book. For this reason, Ezekiel is
often divided into two broad sections:

e Chapters 1-24: Prophecies delivered before the fall of Jerusalem, focusing on warning,
rebuke, and the certainty of judgment.

e Chapters 25-48: Prophecies delivered after the fall, emphasizing consolation, restoration, and
future hope.

Within this framework, another structural pattern is visible:

e Chapters 1-32 primarily deal with correction, denunciation, and reproof, addressing both
Israel’s sins and the arrogance of surrounding nations.

e Chapters 33-48 shift decisively toward hope, renewal, and divine restoration, culminating in
the vision of a renewed temple and restored worship.

Oracles Against the Nations

A significant middle section of the book, chapters 25-32, contains prophecies against seven foreign
nations. These nations are judged not merely for political hostility, but for rejoicing over Jerusalem’s
fall, trusting in false security, and exalting themselves against the Lord.

“Son of man, because Tyre has said against Jerusalem, ‘Aha! She is broken who was the
gateway of the peoples; now she is turned over to me; | shall be filled; she is laid waste.””
(Ezekiel 26:2, NKJV)

These judgments affirm: God is not only the God of Israel, but the Lord of all nations. No power
escapes His authority, and no empire is permanent apart from His will.

Ezekiel and the New Testament

The New Testament contains no direct quotations from Ezekiel by name. However, the Book of
Revelation is saturated with imagery drawn from Ezekiel—especially chapters 40-48, which describe
the visionary temple, divine glory, and restored worship. The Apocalypse echoes Ezekiel’s themes of
divine presence, judgment, renewal, and eschatological hope.

Ezekiel and Daniel stand apart among the writing prophets: both lived and prophesied outside the
land of Israel. Ezekiel ministered during the early period of exile, Daniel during the later years within
the royal courts of Babylon. Jeremiah, by contrast, prophesied primarily before and during the fall of
Jerusalem, and later among refugees.
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Together, these prophets testify that God’s word is not bound to geography. Whether in Jerusalem,
Babylon, or exile, the Lord speaks, judges, restores, and reigns.

Seven Lessons of Service

LESSON 1: Hard Call of Service

Ezekiel’s call to service reveals a sobering truth: God often calls His servants into difficult, resistant,
and painful situations. The measure of a calling is not comfort or success, but faithfulness to the word
of the Lord.

“And He said to me, ‘Son of man, stand on your feet, and | will speak to you.” Then the
Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and | heard Him who
spoke to me. And He said to me: ‘Son of man, | am sending you to the children of Israel, to
a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed
against Me to this very day.”

(Ezekiel 2:1-3, NKJV)

Ezekiel is sent not to a receptive people, but to a rebellious house, a nation hardened by sin and
resistant to correction. God makes it clear from the outset that success is not measured by response,
but by obedience.

“As for them, whether they hear or whether they refuse—for they are a rebellious
house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.”
(Ezekiel 2:5, NKJV)

Fearlessness in the Face of Opposition

God prepares Ezekiel for hostility, rejection, and emotional isolation. The prophet is warned not to fear
words, faces, or threats, even when surrounded by hostility.

“And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers
and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words
or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house.”

(Ezekiel 2:6, NKJV)

This imagery conveys the painful reality of ministry among hardened hearts. Service to God is often
misunderstood, resisted, and even attacked. Yet the servant of God is not called to retreat, but to
speak faithfully.

Faithfulness Over Results

Ezekiel’s commission establishes a foundational principle of Christian service:
obedience matters more than outcomes.
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“You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or whether they refuse.”
(Ezekiel 2:7, NKJV)

The servant does not alter the message to gain acceptance. God’s word must be proclaimed fully,
truthfully, and courageously, regardless of response. This is the mark of authentic ministry.

A Life Marked by the Word

Devotion to the word of God marks the servant’s life as distinct. Even when circumstances are harsh
and opposition is strong, faithfulness becomes a testimony— not only to others, but before God
Himself.

No servant can claim that God has left them unequipped. Every believer is given the capacity to serve
in some way. The spirit of service is not limited to church roles but extends into every area of
life—home, work, school, church, community.

The one who serves with love becomes a giver wherever they go. Everyone who encounters such a
person receives something of God’s grace through them.

Ezekiel teaches us that the call to service may be heavy, but it is never meaningless. When God calls,
He sustains and when His word is spoken faithfully, it never returns void.

LESSON 2: God Equips Us for the Call

God never calls His servants without also strengthening them for the work. When the mission is
difficult and the people are resistant, God supplies what is needed—not by changing the
circumstances, but by fortifying the servant.

“But the house of Israel will not listen to you, because they will not listen to Me; for all the
house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted. Behold, | have made your face strong
against their faces, and your forehead strong against their foreheads. Like adamant
stone, harder than flint, | have made your forehead; do not be afraid of them, nor be
dismayed at their looks, though they are a rebellious house.”

(Ezekiel 3:7-9, NKJV)

Ezekiel is told plainly that his audience will refuse to listen, not because of his weakness, but because
of their hardness of heart. Their rejection of the prophet is ultimately a rejection of God Himself. Yet
instead of withdrawing the mission, God strengthens the messenger.

Strength for a Hopeless Assignment

Ezekiel’s mission, humanly speaking, appeared hopeless. He was sent to people who had already
decided not to hear. But God’s response was not to lower expectations— it was to increase Ezekiel’s
endurance.

The Lord gives him:
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e Strength of face — courage and resolve
e Strength of forehead — firmness of mind and conviction
e Fearlessness — freedom from intimidation

This does not mean Ezekiel becomes harsh or unfeeling. Rather, he becomes unmovable, anchored in
obedience rather than reaction.

God Supplies What the Call Requires

When God calls, He provides what is necessary to fulfill that call. This principle applies both to specific
vocations and to the general call to serve.

e Consecration requires a clear calling from God
e Service, inits broad sense, requires love and willingness

The desire to serve others is itself a form of calling—a movement of the heart shaped by God.
Love as God’s Universal Gift

When God created humanity, He planted within every person a capacity for love. This love is like a
seed: if cared for, it grows deep roots, strong branches, and bears fruit that blesses others.

When nurtured:

e Love becomes strength
e Love becomes beauty
e Love becomes fruitfulness

The servant of God draws strength not only from resilience, but from love rightly ordered toward God
and neighbor.

Endurance Through Grace

Ezekiel teaches us that obedience does not depend on success and faithfulness does not require
applause. God equips His servants to stand firm, even when nothing seems to change around them.

The strength God gives is not for domination, but for perseverance—to remain faithful until the work is
complete.

LESSON 3: God’s Word is Consistent

God entrusted the same message to both Ezekiel and Jeremiah—not to create comparison, rivalry, or
hierarchy, but to ensure that His truth reached His people wherever they were.

Jeremiah proclaimed God’s word to those who remained in Jerusalem. Ezekiel proclaimed that same
word to the exiles in Babylon. Different locations, different audiences—but one divine message.
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This was not a competition between prophets, nor a test of who was more faithful, eloquent, or
effective. It was a unified work of obedience. God does not pit His servants against one another; He
distributes His word according to need, not merit.

Unity of Message, Diversity of Service

God’s servants differ in temperament, setting, and role, but never in truth. Each prophet was
responsible only for the task entrusted to him.

e Jeremiah spoke amid collapsing Jerusalem
e Ezekiel spoke amid displaced exiles

Both were equally faithful. Both were equally necessary. Neither replaced the other.

This teaches a vital lesson in service:
Faithfulness is measured by obedience, not comparison.

God Is a God of Order, Not Rivalry

God’s consistency reveals His order. He does not contradict Himself, and He does not foster rivalry
among His servants. The same God spoke through multiple voices so that no one could claim
ignorance.

Every true message from God:

e Agrees with Scripture
e Aligns with His revealed character
e Complements—not competes with—other faithful ministries

Discernment Without Division

Because God is consistent, we are able to discern truth from deception. Messages that contradict
Scripture or sow division among believers do not come from God.

Our Lord Jesus Christ warned clearly about the source of deception:

“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth
in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the
father of it.”

(John 8:44, NKJV)

The enemy divides; God unites. The enemy isolates; God coordinates.
Because God is consistent, Scripture becomes our safeguard. The written Word allows us to:

e Testevery teaching
e Measure every prophecy
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e Evaluate every spiritual claim

The Church has always understood that no new message can overturn what God has already
revealed.

Service Without Comparison
Ezekiel’s ministry reminds us that:

e One servant may labor publicly, another quietly
e One may see fruit, another rejection
e One may speak to kings, another to captives

Yet all are equal before God if they are obedient.

The servant’s task is not to outperform others, but to faithfully deliver what God has entrusted to
him.

A Servant’s Responsibility

Those who serve God must commit themselves not to novelty, popularity, or personal opinion but to
faithful transmission of God’s Word. Like Ezekiel, servants are called to speak truth whether it is
welcomed or rejected.

The consistency of God’s Word is both a comfort and a responsibility:

e A comfort, because truth does not shift
e Aresponsibility, because we must guard it.

The consistency of God’s word protects the Church from confusion, pride, and rivalry. Scripture allows
us to test every message, not against personalities, but against truth.

God’s word is consistent because God Himself is faithful.

LESSON 4: God’s Perspective on the Punishment of the Wicked

The book of Ezekiel shows God’s heart toward sinners. His judgment is never arbitrary, cruel, or
vindictive. It is always relational, moral, and redemptive in intent.

“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My
statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of
the transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered against him; because of
the righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do | have any pleasure at all that the
wicked should die?” says the Lord God, “and not that he should turn from his ways and
live?
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“But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and
does according to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of the
unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them
he shall die.”

(Ezekiel 18:21-24, NKJV)

God Takes No Pleasure in Destruction

God states explicitly that He does not delight in the death of the wicked. Judgment is not His desire;
repentance is. His justice is real, but it is never detached from mercy.

The purpose of warning is not condemnation but invitation:

e |nvitation to turn
e [nvitation to live
e Invitation to be restored

Every call to repentance is an act of love.

Responsibility Is Personal

Ezekiel emphasizes personal accountability. No one is condemned for another’s sins, nor saved by
another’s righteousness. Each person stands before God by the orientation of his heart now, not by
past status or former deeds.

e Past wickedness does not block repentance
e Pastrighteousness does not excuse present rebellion

This destroys the illusion of spiritual entitlement and affirms the possibility of real change.
Patience and Warning

Throughout history, God has demonstrated patience. He warns repeatedly before judgment comes.
Every warning is a delay of judgment, offering time for repentance.

Yet love does not cancel truth. When people persistently reject God, they are warned of eternal
consequences—not because God desires punishment, but because separation from Him is the natural
result of refusing life.

A Call to the Servant
For those who serve God, this passage shapes how we speak about judgment:

e Without cruelty
e Without delight
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e Without compromise
The servant must reflect God’s heart—firm in truth, rich in mercy.

God’s justice is not opposed to His love. It is the boundary that protects life.

Hope Embedded in Judgment

Even within the language of judgment, Ezekiel reveals hope. As long as life remains, repentance is
possible. God’s ultimate desire is always restoration.

This truth prepares us for the Gospel, where justice and mercy meet fully in Christ.

LESSON 5: Power of Intercessions

In the midst of widespread corruption and injustice, God reveals one of the most sobering truths in the
book of Ezekiel: the fate of many can hinge on the prayer of one.

“The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the
poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. So | sought for a man among
them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that |
should not destroy it; but | found no one.”

(Ezekiel 22:29-30, NKJV)

Standing in the Gap

To “stand in the gap” is to intercede, to place oneself between judgment and mercy, pleading for God’s
compassion on behalf of others. God Himself declares that intercession can restrain destruction.

The tragedy in this passage is not merely the sin of the people, but the absence of an intercessor.

The Heart of an Intercessor
An intercessor is not motivated by:

e Personal preference
e Tradition
e Control or power

An intercessor is driven solely by love for God and compassion for people.
True intercession says:
“Not my will, but Yours be done.”

Itis a prayer shaped by humility, urgency, and surrender.
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Intercession in the Life of the Church

The Church has always believed in the power of intercession, not only our prayers for one another, but
also the prayers of the righteous who have gone before us.

Scripture affirms this clearly:

“Pray for one another” (James 5:16)

“Pray for us” (2 Thessalonians 3:1)

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication..for all the saints; and for me, that utterance
may be given to me” (Ephesians 6:18-19)

Intercessory prayer reflects the unity of the Body of Christ. We do not pray instead of others, but with
and for one another. The prayers of the saints magnify, not diminish, the prayers of the faithful on
earth.

Intercession is an act of love that binds the Church together across time and space.

A Call to Become the One

God once sought one person willing to stand in the gap and found none. This passage challenges
every generation:

Will we be the ones who pray when others remain silent?

Intercession may not be visible, praised, or noticed but it is powerful. It holds back judgment, invites
mercy, and reflects the heart of God Himself.

LESSON 6: Responsibility to Declare

When Jesus commissioned us to make disciples, he gave us the responsibility to teach everything he
had taught. In Ezekiel, we see a strong commission to declare the whole counsel of God, particularly
warnings to repent or face harsh judgment and punishment.

“So you, son of man: | have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you
shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. When | say to the wicked, ‘O
wicked man, you shall surely die!” and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way,
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood | will require at your hand.” -
Ezekiel 33:7-8

The Watchman’s Role

A watchman does not create danger, he announces it. His responsibility is not to control outcomes, but
to sound the warning.

Ezekiel is told that:
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e If he warns and they refuse, they bear responsibility
e If he remains silent, he shares accountability

This reveals a sobering truth: with calling comes responsibility. This responsibility is echoed in
Christ’s Great Commission. Jesus commands His disciples not only to make disciples, but to teach
everything He commanded.

To withhold truth, especially warnings about sin and repentance, is not compassion. True love warns
before destruction comes.

Fair Accountability?

God does not hold the servant accountable for how people respond but He does hold the servant
accountable for whether the message was spoken.

This preserves both:

e God’sjustice
e Human freedom

Truth must be spoken in love, clarity, and courage—without fear of rejection.

Declaring Through Life and Word
Declaration is not limited to preaching. We declare truth:

e Byhow we live
e By what we refuse to compromise
e By how we invite others to experience God

As David writes:

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good;
Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!”
(Psalm 34:8, NKJV)

Helping others taste God’s goodness is part of our declaration.

LESSON 7: God’s Great Grace

Even at the height of exile, judgment, and apparent abandonment, God reveals the deepest truth
about Himself: His grace precedes restoration. Ezekiel does not end with destruction, but with
renewal— inner, spiritual, and covenantal. God’s grace does not excuse sin, but it overcomes it.

“Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; | will cleanse you from all
your filthiness and from all your idols.
| will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; | will take the heart of stone
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out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them.

Then you shall dwell in the land that | gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and |
will be your God.”

(Ezekiel 36:25-28, NKJV)

God does not say, “Clean yourselves and then | will help you.”
He says, “I will cleanse you.”

Grace is initiated by God, not earned by human effort. Obedience flows from transformation, not the
other way around.

The Gift of a New Heart

The heart of stone represents spiritual insensitivity, stubbornness, rebellion, and resistance to God.
God promises:

e Anew heart
® Anew spirit
e His own Spirit dwelling within His people

This prophecy reaches its fulfillment in Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. God kept His
promise:

e Cleansing through Christ
e Renewal by the Spirit
e Communion restored eternally

What Ezekiel foresaw, the Church now lives.
Conclusion: The Message of Ezekiel

The Book of Ezekiel reveals a God who is holy, faithful, and relentlessly committed to the restoration of
His people. Written in the context of exile, displacement, and judgment, Ezekiel’s prophecy addresses
a people who believed that God had abandoned them. Instead, the book demonstrates that exile was
not the end of covenant but its purification.

Ezekiel shows us that judgment is never God’s final intention. Divine chastisement serves a corrective
purpose: to expose sin, call for repentance, and prepare the way for renewal. God’s holiness demands
justice, yet His mercy continually seeks restoration. These two truths are never in conflict.

At the heart of Ezekiel’s message is responsibility—the responsibility of the people to repent, and the
responsibility of the servant to speak truth faithfully. The prophet is called to declare God’s word
without alteration, fear, or compromise. Silence in the face of sin is itself a form of disobedience.
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Equally central is the role of intercession. God actively seeks someone to “stand in the gap,” revealing
that prayer has real spiritual consequences. The absence of an intercessor results in devastation, while
faithful intercession reflects the very heart of God.

Yet Ezekiel does not leave us with warning alone. The true depth of the book is grace: a promise of
cleansing, renewal, and indwelling by the Spirit. God promises not merely external restoration, but
inner transformation: a new heart, a new spirit, and a restored covenant relationship. This promise
anticipates the New Testament reality fulfilled in Christ and lived out in the Church.

Ezekiel ultimately teaches that:

God remains present even in exile

God equips those He calls

God’s word is consistent and trustworthy
Repentance always opens the door to life
Intercession restrains judgment

Grace renews what sin has broken

The prophet’s life and message affirm that faithfulness is not measured by visible success, but by
obedience. Ezekiel stood firm when the people would not listen, trusting that God’s word would
accomplish its purpose in His time.

Thus, Ezekiel speaks not only to ancient Israel, but to every generation of believers learning to serve
God faithfully in difficult and uncertain times.

E Review Questions

1. Who was Ezekiel? [He was one of the major prophets. Major refers to the length of
their writings.]

2. How long was the Ezekiel prophecy period? [HebBegan prophesying B.C. 595, and
continued until B.C. 573, ~ 22 years.]

3. How is the Book of Ezekiel divided? [The book is divided into two parts, the
destruction of Jerusalem being the turning-point. Chapters 1-24 contain predictions
delivered before that event, and chapters 25-48 after it.]

4. What are some of the qualities of a person who serves? [He is a giver and whoever
meets him has to receive something from his giving]

5. How can a person determine if the message is the truth? [When the message
contradicts the known word of God, we can be sure that it is not from God.]

6. What is God’s perspective on the punishment of the wicked? [He is a merciful and
forgiving God. If they turn away from their wickedness, they will die eternal death.]

7. What is Intersession? [Intercession of the Saints is merely a prayer on our behalf.]

8. What is asked of us toward the ones that move away from God? [Help them taste and

324



experience the sweet life with God.]
9. How is God’s mercy revealed in the Book of Ezekiel? [Then | will sprinkle clean water

on you, and you shall be clean; ... you shall be My people, and | will be your God.”
Ezekiel 36:25-28]

10. How many lessons of service are listed in the Book of Ezekiel? [Seven]
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BIBL303 - Prophets

Major Prophets: Daniel

BIBLE BASICS

Introduction

Daniel’s life and ministry span the full seventy-year period of the Babylonian captivity. The Lord had
promised through the prophet Jeremiah:

“For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, | will visit you and
perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place.” — Jeremiah
29:10

Daniel was taken into exile as a teenager, about sixteen years old, and his Hebrew name means “God is
my Judge.”In the providence of God, he was selected by the Babylonian royal court for education and
government service, and the Lord used him as a prophetic witness to Jews and Gentiles alike. Daniel
becomes a living example of how God preserves His people in exile: not by removing them from the
world, but by keeping them faithful within it—without compromise, without hatred, and without fear.

The Book of Daniel

The Book of Daniel contains 12 chapters in the standard Protestant ordering. Orthodox and Catholic
Bibles also preserve additions (commonly called Deuterocanonical portions) which are used
liturgically in many traditions:

e Daniel 3:24-50 — The Prayer of Azariah (used in liturgical prayer; you noted the 9th Hour
connection)
A prayer of repentance, humility, and hope offered from within the fiery furnace. It is used in Church
prayer and reflects total trust in God even under judgment.

e Daniel 3:51-90 — The Song/Canticle of the Three Young Men (Midnight Praise)

e Daniel 13 — Susanna (often read liturgically, including in Bright Saturday)
A narrative of injustice, false accusation, and divine vindication. God reveals truth through
Daniel, protecting the innocent and exposing corruption.

e Daniel 14 — Bel and the Dragon
Two accounts demonstrating the powerlessness of idols and the living reality of the true God,
who alone saves and delivers.

The Book of Daniel can be divided into two main sections:
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1. Chapters 1-6: Historical Narratives
These chapters recount episodes from Daniel’s life and the lives of the three young men. They
focus on faithfulness under pressure, obedience in exile, and God’s protection of His servants.
2. Chapters 7-12: Visions and Prophecies
These chapters contain apocalyptic visions revealing the rise and fall of earthly kingdoms and
the ultimate establishment of God’s eternal kingdom.

Across both sections, one truth remains constant: God rules over history. Kings rise and fall, empires
appear and disappear, but the purposes of God stand firm.

The Book of Daniel teaches that:

God governs the affairs of nations

Faithfulness to God is possible even in hostile environments
True wisdom comes from God, not human power or learning
God’s kingdom will outlast all earthly kingdoms

Daniel shows that holiness is not withdrawal from the world, but faithful witness within it.
Be Faithful to the Little Things

Daniel 1 — Faithfulness Before Power

The first test of Daniel’s faith does not come through persecution or violence, but through comfort,
privilege, and gradual compromise. Babylon attempts to reshape the identity of the exiles by
changing their education, language, food, and daily habits.

“Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the
children of Israel and some of the king’s descendants and some of the nobles, young men
in whom there was no blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing
knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace, and
whom they might teach the language and literature of the Chaldeans. And the king
appointed for them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies and of the wine which he
drank, and three years of training for them, so that at the end of that time they might
serve before the king. Now from among those of the sons of Judah were Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.”

(Daniel 1:3-6, NKJV)

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are selected not only for service, but for assimilation. The king
provides them with royal food and wine—symbols of favor, security, and belonging within Babylonian
culture. A system designed to reshape identity—language, education, food, and social belonging.
Babylon does not merely want their labor; it wants their hearts.

The inner decision
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Daniel’s defining moment is seen in a single sentence:

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the
king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

(Daniel 1:8, NKJV)

This is the first victory of Daniel: a victory inside the heart. Before there is any furnace, any lions, any
visions, there is the quiet obedience of refusing defilement. Faithfulness begins within the heart, long
before it is tested publicly.

Rather than demand an exemption, Daniel wisely asks for a trial rather than making a scene:

“Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water
to drink.”
(Daniel 1:12, NKJV)

And the result is recorded plainly:

“And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the
young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.”
(Daniel 1:15, NKJV)

True wisdom! Daniel does not seek conflict, but he refuses compromise. His obedience is firm,
yet peaceful. God honors the obedience of His servants—not as a formula, but as a testimony.
Their faithfulness becomes visible to others, and God is glorified through them.

“And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the
young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.”
(Daniel 1:15, NKJV)

The spiritual principle

Small obediences form the soul. Faithfulness is not only tested in dramatic martyrdom; it is trained in
daily restraint, discernment, and purity of conscience.

Fasting here functions as:

1. Commitment — a concrete “yes” to God when compromise is offered
2. Love — not legalism, but loyalty of heart
3. Healing for the spirit — training the will to obey rather than drift

Christ later describes the same principle:

“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord,
you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them. His
lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few

328



. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
things, | will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” —
Matthew 25:20-21

And Daniel’s faithfulness bears fruit publicly:

“Then the king interviewed them, and among them all none was found like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah... and in all matters of wisdom and understanding... he
found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his
realm.” — Daniel 1:18-20

St. Gregory the Great draws the spiritual meaning forward:

“All the good deeds of our present life, however many they may appear to be, are few in
comparison with our eternal recompense...” — St. Gregory the Great

Having Pure Motives

Daniel 2 — Wisdom without Self-Glory

Daniel 2 reveals that true service to God is not only about what we do, but why we do it. When King
Nebuchadnezzar demands both his dream and its interpretation—and decrees death for all the wise
men of Babylon—Daniel is placed in immediate danger. Yet his response exposes the purity of his
heart.

“Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men
of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: ‘Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take
me before the king, and | will tell the king the interpretation.”

(Daniel 2:24, NKJV)

Daniel’s first concern is not his own safety, but the lives of others, including pagan wise men. He does
not rejoice in their impending downfall, nor does he use the moment to advance himself. This reveals
the first motive of true service: love for others.

We see Daniel here as a savior both physically and spiritually.

“Let us not then be looking open-mouthed toward others. For it is true, the prayers of the
saints have the greatest power, on condition, however, of our repentance and change.” -
St. John Chrysostom

Dependence on God, Not Ability
When Daniel stands before the king, he refuses personal glory:

“The secret which the king has demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians,
and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. But there is a God in heaven who reveals

329



secrets...”
(Daniel 2:27-28, NKJV)

Daniel makes it clear that wisdom does not belong to him by nature. He does not present himself as
exceptional, gifted, or superior. Instead, he directs attention entirely to God. His words protect him
from pride and preserve the purity of his ministry.

Daniel further clarifies his motive:

“As for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because | have more wisdom than
anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the king.”
(Daniel 2:30, NKJV)

Daniel’s role is not self-exaltation but mediation. God reveals the dream so that truth may be known,
lives may be spared, and divine authority may be acknowledged.

Two Pure Motives in Service
Daniel’s actions reveal two governing motives:

1. To save others from destruction
2. Togive glory to God alone

St. John Chrysostom observes that Daniel increases his honor precisely by refusing honor, showing
that the work is divine rather than human.

“For nothing is so advantageous and so likely to pacify the hearers as to say nothing
about oneself of an honorable nature, but on the contrary, to forestall all suspicion of
wishing to do so. And, in truth, much more did they [the apostles] increase their glory by
despising glory and showing that what had just taken place was not a human act but a
divine work; and that it was their part to join with the beholders in admiration rather than
to receive it from them.... In the same manner also did the ancient fathers, for instance,
Daniel, say, “Not because of any wisdom | have more than all the living has this mystery
been revealed to me.” ... And again Joseph, “Do not interpretations belong to God?”

(St. John Chrysostom)

True service seeks the salvation of others and the glory of God, not personal recognition. When
motives are pure, God entrusts greater responsibility. Daniel’s humility becomes the foundation for his
authority.

Service that seeks glory fades quickly; service rooted in love and humility bears eternal fruit.

Finding Peace in the Midst of the Fire

Daniel 3 — Faith That Does Not Negotiate
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Daniel 3 presents one of the clearest biblical portraits of faith under coercion. The issue is no longer
subtle compromise but open, enforced idolatry.

“Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its
width six cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. And King
Nebuchadnezzar sent word to gather together the satraps, the administrators, the
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials
of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had
set up. So the satraps, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers,
the judges, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered together for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood before the
image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then a herald cried aloud: “To you it is
commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, that at the time you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, you shall fall
down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up; and whoever
does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace.”- (Daniel 3:1-6, NKJV)

The command is absolute. Worship is demanded publicly, and refusal carries immediate death.
Faithfulness now requires visible defiance.

The Nature of Persecution

The accusation against the three youths does not arise from theology but envy. Those once saved by
Daniel’s intercession now repay good with hatred. This reveals a recurring spiritual pattern:
righteousness exposes resentment. This is the nature of the sinful man who likes to annoy the
righteous and persecute them. The three youths started praising God and glorifying Him in the fiery
furnace. The church sings this praise daily.

“If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace... But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods.”
(Daniel 3:17-18, NKJV)

This confession defines mature faith. The three youths believe fully in God’s power—but they do not
make obedience conditional upon deliverance. Their loyalty is absolute.

They believe:

e God cansave
e God may choose not to
e God is worthy of obedience regardless

Victory Before the Miracle

St. John Chrysostom teaches that their victory occurs before the fire is quenched:
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“The wreath of victory was placed on their brows as soon as they were cast into the
furnace... from the moment they uttered those words.”

Faithfulness is not measured by outcome, but by confession.

The Presence of the Fourth
Nebuchadnezzar witnesses something beyond his power:

“Look! | see four men loose... and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”
(Daniel 3:25, NKJV)

The furnace becomes a place of divine revelation. Christ is not only the One who delivers from
suffering, but the One who stands within it.

“Let faith be yours, and God will be with you in your trouble. There are waves on the sea,
and you are tossed about in your cabin, because Christ sleeps.... If you allow faith to
sleep in your heart, Christ is, you might say, sleeping with you in your ship. Because Christ
dwells in you through faith, when you begin to be tossed about, awake Christ from his
sleep. Awaken your faith, and you shall be assured he will not desert you. You may think
that you are forsaken, because he does not rescue you at the very moment you desire.
But did he not deliver the three children from the fire?” - St. Augustine

Christ's presence is that which transforms! Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying,

“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and
delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king’s word, and
yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own
God! Therefore | make a decree that any people, nation, or language which speaks
anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no other God who
can deliver like this.” Daniel 3:28-29

Stand Up for the Truth

Daniel 3:16-18 — Obedience Without Bargaining

The stand taken by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego is one of the clearest examples in Scripture of
truth spoken without fear and without negotiation.

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we have no need to answer you in this matter. ”
(Daniel 3:16, NKJV)

Their response is calm, respectful, and unflinching. They do not argue, justify themselves, or attempt
to escape the situation through clever speech. Truth does not need defense—it needs confession.
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Faith That Refuses to Negotiate
Their statement contains one of the most mature expressions of faith in the Old Testament:

“If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have
setup.”

(Daniel 3:17-18, NKJV)

This reveals obedience without conditions. Their faith does not depend on outcome, safety, or
success. They believe in God’s power, but they submit to God’s will even if it leads to death.

The three youths defied death, because of their faithfulness to God. They believed that God can save
them even if He does not save them from the temporal fire. They were not afraid of the king’s threat,
for they believed that:

1. God is sovereign over life and death
Their lives are in God’s hands, not the king’s furnace.
2. Faithfulness is greater than survival
Even if God allows martyrdom, obedience remains victory.

Victory Before Deliverance
St. John Chrysostom explains that their triumph occurred before the miracle:

“The reason why | admire those youths and pronounce them blessed and enviable is not
because they trampled on the flame and vanquished the force of the fire but because
they were bound and cast into the furnace and delivered to the fire for the sake of true
doctrine. For this was the whole of their triumph, and the wreath of victory was placed
on their brows as soon as they were cast into the furnace. And yet, even before this
momentous event, the wreath was woven for them. It was from the moment that they
uttered those words as they spoke with such boldness and forthrightness to the king
when they were brought into his presence. “We have no need to answer you concerning
these things.” ... After the utterance of these words, | proclaimed them conquerors; after
these words, grasping the prize of victory, they hastened on to the glorious crown of
martyrdom, following up the confession that they made through their words with the
confession made through their deeds.”

The miracle confirms their faith, but it does not create it.
Revelation Through Opposition
Standing for truth accomplishes three things:

1. Itexposes falsehood
Idolatry collapses when confronted by unwavering faith.
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2. ltreveals Christ
Nebuchadnezzar sees the fourth Person in the fire—a revelation that would not have occurred
without resistance.

3. Itsavesothers
The king glorifies God publicly, and a nation hears the truth.

Eternal Perspective
St. Jerome writes:

“Look at their faith! We believe, it says, that he is able to save us; but if it should be that
our sins prevent him, we still believe in him who will not deliver us. We do not believe in
this life but in the future life; nor do we believe in him in order to escape burning here but
in order to escape passing from this fire into another fire.”

True faith looks beyond the present trial to eternal life.

Cost of Truth
Standing for truth:

May cost comfort

May invite persecution
Always reveals God
Never ends in loss

Faith that refuses to bow becomes a witness not only to God’s power—but to His worthiness.
Pray for Others

Daniel 9 — Intercession That Bears the Burden of Many

Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9 reveals the heart of a true intercessor. He does not pray from distance or
superiority, but from deep identification with his people.

“Then | set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications,
with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.”
(Daniel 9:3, NKJV)

Prayer for Daniel is not routine, obligation, or formality—it is encounter. Scripture says, “I set my face
toward the Lord God”, describing intentional focus, longing, and reverence.

Daniel does not rush to requests.
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“O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who
love Him...”
(Daniel 9:4, NKJV)

True intercession starts by remembering who God is, not by explaining what people have done.

Shared Guilt, Not Accusation
One of the most striking features of Daniel’s prayer is his language:

“We have sinned and committed iniquity... we have rebelled.”
(Daniel 9:5, NKJV)

Daniel does not say they.
He says we.

Although Daniel is personally righteous, he refuses to separate himself from his people. He carries
their sin as his own. This is priestly prayer.

The Pattern of Biblical Intercession
Daniel’s prayer follows a pattern in his prayer:

Glorifying God
Confessing sin
Acknowledging justice
Appealing to mercy
Trusting God’s covenant

ok wbh e

This is the same pattern seen in:

e Moses interceding for Israel
e Nehemiah praying for Jerusalem
e Christ praying for the world

Fasting, Sackcloth, and Ashes

Daniel’s physical posture mirrors his inner humility. Fasting does not manipulate God, it aligns the
heart.

St. John Chrysostom explains:

“What will you say, Daniel? You are among the good; you enjoy honor before God and
people; why do you concern yourself with the others? But Moses also acted the same
way. And what does he say? “He asked for the things that were due with fasting, sackcloth
and ashes.” Why did he do that, if what he was asking was due the Israelites? He did it so
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that he might not make them unworthy of this. For there is no compulsion that can be
applied to God; he is above all laws. He did this “to seek in prayer and petition.”

Intercession is not demanding what is owed, it is pleading for grace.

Why Intercession Matters

It joins love to repentance

It bridges heaven and earth

It invites mercy into judgment

It prepares hearts for restoration

Daniel prays before the return from exile occurs. His prayer becomes part of the fulfillment of God’s
promise.

Intercession means:

Standing before God for others
Accepting responsibility without blame
Loving people even in their sin
Trusting God even in discipline

Summary: Daniel: Faithfulness in Every Season

Daniel is a model of holy balance: a man deeply involved in the affairs of the world, yet never
absorbed by them. He served kings, governed empires, interpreted dreams, and shaped history, while
remaining wholly devoted to God.

In the World, Not of the World

Daniel was entrusted with administration, authority, and influence, yet he never confused service to
the state with service to God. His integrity did not depend on circumstances, political favor, or
personal safety. Whether under Babylonian, Median, or Persian rule, Daniel remained unchanged
because his allegiance was fixed.

A Man of the Inner Life
Behind Daniel’s public strength was a private faith:

He prayed consistently
He fasted humbly

He confessed corporately
He obeyed quietly

His power flowed from communion, not position.

The Shape of True Service
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Daniel’s life teaches enduring spiritual principles:

Be faithful in the little things — obedience precedes promotion
Have pure motives — give glory to God, not self

Find peace in the fire — God is present in trial

Stand for the truth — faithfulness matters more than survival
Pray for others — restoration is born through intercession

Daniel lived most of his life outside the Promised Land, yet he never lost hope in God’s promises. His
story assures us that exile is never the end, and faithfulness in suffering prepares the way for
restoration.

God does not require ideal conditions to reveal His glory, He requires faithful hearts.

E Review Questions

1. What does Daniel mean?

“God is My Judge”

2. How many extra chapters are in the Book of Daniel from the Deuterocanonical /
Apocryphal books?

[There are extra verses and 2 extra chapters that the Orthodox and Catholics include.]

3. Whatis meant when it is said to be faithful in little things?

[Daniel and three youths stood firm in their faith and fasted . Then the king interviewed them, and among

them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.]
4. What does it mean to fast?

[1. Showing God our commitment. 2. Act of love. 3. Good for the spirit]

5. What were Daniel’s motives?

[Daniel had two motives: 1. He wants to save people from death. 2. He wants to give the glory to God

through this gift.]
6. What was the three youth's belief toward going into the fiery furnace?

[A. God can save them, and that He is the Guardian of their lives, and that He does not allow them to die.

B. They believed that if God allowed them to die, they would accept that courageously, offering
their lives as a sacrifice of love to God.]
7. How does Daniel pray?

[To Daniel, prayer was not a matter of routine or a duty he had to perform, but rather an enjoyment of

seeing God’s face, for he said, “I set my face toward the Lord God.”]
8. How did Daniel serve his people?

[He served his people, not with the spirit of fanaticism, but with the spirit of holiness and humility, with

love to all people.]
9. How did the three youths find peace in the fiery furnace?

[They believed that God can save them even if He does not save them from the temporal fire.]

10. What does standing for the truth lead to?

[Standing up for the truth: 1. Allows many people to hear the truth who may have not heard it before due

to the response of the opposition. 2. Reveals Christ to us and to others; Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan
king saw the 4th Person in the fire. 3. Keeps us out of the everlasting fire.]
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BIBL303 - Prophets

Minor Prophets: Hosea

BIBLE BASICS

About Hosea - Love that refuses to Let Go

The name Hosea comes from a Hebrew root meaning “the Lord saves”, the same root from which the
names Joshua and Jesus are derived. From the very beginning, Hosea’s life and message proclaim
salvation, not as an abstract idea, but as a costly, pursuing love.

Hosea prophesied during the tragic final decades of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, leading up to the
fall of Samaria to Assyria in 722 BC. He ministered during the reigns of six kings of Israel and through a
prolonged period of political instability when the throne itself stood vacant. This chaos is reflected in
his own words:

“For now they say, “We have no king, Because we did not fear the Lord. And as for a king,
what would he do for us?”
(Hosea 10:3, NKJV)

Hosea was a contemporary of the prophet Amos. While Amos warned Israel of coming judgment by an
unnamed enemy, Hosea boldly identified that enemy as Assyria (Hosea 7:11; 8:9). Scholars estimate
that Hosea’s prophetic ministry lasted approximately thirty-eight years, making him a long-suffering
witness to Israel’s moral, spiritual, and political collapse.

A Prophet Before the Captivity

Hosea belongs to the group of prophets before the exile. Unlike Ezekiel or Daniel, he did not speak
from captivity—he watched it approach, pleaded against it, and ultimately lived to see it arrive. His
ministry unfolds in real time as the nation he loves destroys itself.

Although Hosea’s book is classified among the Minor Prophets, this distinction refers only to the
length of the book, not its theological depth or importance. In fact, Hosea offers one of the most
intimate revelations of God’s heart in all of Scripture.

What sets Hosea apart is that his prophecy was not only spoken—it was lived.

God commanded Hosea to marry Gomer, a woman who would repeatedly betray him. Hosea’s
marriage to Gomer is not merely symbolic, it is experiential theology. As Hosea loved, pursued,
disciplined, and restored an unfaithful wife, so God loved, pursued, disciplined, and promised to
restore Israel.
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Hosea’s marriage became a living parable of God’s relationship with Israel:

“Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry and children of harlotry,
For the land has committed great harlotry

By departing from the Lord.”

(Hosea 1:2, NKJV)

Through this painful calling, Hosea learned, personally and deeply, what it meant to love someone
who continually breaks covenant. His suffering gave weight to his words. His prophecy flowed directly
out of his family life.

Overview of Hosea’s Mission and Purpose

False Dependence and Spiritual Adultery
Rather than turning to God, Israel repeatedly leaned on:

Foreign alliances (Egypt, Assyria)
Human strength

Political strategies

Pagan gods

God rebukes them sharply for trusting Pharaoh instead of the One who once delivered them from
Pharaoh.

“When Israel was a child, | loved him,
And out of Egypt | called My son.”
(Hosea 11:1, NKJV)

The tragedy is not only that Israel sinned but that they forgot their Deliverer. The most important
feature of this book of Hosea is revealing the relationship of the Lord with His people.

Gomer and Israel

A Relatable Relationship of Pain, Pursuit, and Redemption

Hosea’s marriage is one of the most emotionally demanding callings ever given to a prophet. God does
not ask Hosea merely to speak about divine love, He commands him to live it.

“When the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea:
‘Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry

And children of harlotry,

For the land has committed great harlotry

By departing from the Lord.
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So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim.”
(Hosea 1:2-3, NKJV)

This marriage becomes a living parable of God’s relationship with Israel.

Love That Begins with Vulnerability

From the beginning, Hosea enters the marriage knowing the cost. He loves someone who will betray
him. While some may view it as naive love, he chose this vulnerability, mirroring God’s covenant love
for Israel.

Israel, like Gomer:

e Entered into covenant willingly
e Was loved faithfully
e Yet pursued other lovers

The pain Hosea experiences becomes essential to the prophetic messages.

Children as Prophetic Signs
Even the names of Hosea’s children carried divine messages:

o Jezreel — “God sows”
Areminder of bloodshed, judgment, and the consequences of corruption.

e Lo-Ruhamah — “No pity”
A public declaration that sin had consequences and could not be ignored. Imagine hearing
constantly in your neighborhood: “NO PITY”. There is a constant nagging reminder of
judgment.

e Lo-Ammi— “Not My people”
A devastating symbol of broken covenant.

Every time these names were spoken, Israel heard judgment echoed in everyday life. God turned
Hosea’s household into a constant, unavoidable sermon.

Despite the harshness of judgment, Hosea’s message is not despair, it is hope through repentance.
The same prophet who declares “not My people” also proclaims restoration, remarriage, and healing.
Judgment is never God’s final word.

Betrayal Does Not End the Story

Gomer leaves Hosea. She gives herself to others. She becomes enslaved—financially, emotionally, and
socially. And then comes one of the most startling commands in Scripture:
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“Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery,
just like the love of the Lord for the children of Israel.”
(Hosea 3:1, NKJV)

Hosea does not argue. He obeys.

Redeemed, Not Replaced
Hosea buys her back.

“So | bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver,
and one and one-half homers of barley.”
(Hosea 3:2, NKJV)

This is redemption. Gomer is not reclaimed because she is worthy, but because she is loved. Hosea
does not erase the past yet, seeks to restore the future.

Likewise, Israel is not replaced—she is redeemed. God does not abandon His bride. He ransoms her.

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice
or sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim. Afterward the children of Israel shall return
And seek the Lord their God...

They shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days.”

(Hosea 3:5, NKJV)

Service Shaped by Pain

Hosea’s suffering becomes the lens of his ministry. God often forms His servants not through visions
alone, but through wounds endured faithfully.

Hosea did not:

e Seedrybonesrise like Ezekiel
e Interpret dreams like Daniel
e Stand before a throne like Isaiah

He lived betrayal, and through it, proclaimed divine love.
Why?

In all of these circumstances, the Lord has a purpose so that they may deliver the message, either
carrying the hope of change like with Ezekiel, or seeing the glory to be revealed as with Isaiah, or the
need for repentance just like with Jonah.

Each portrayed a message in relation to their calling.
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Likewise with both, the choice of his wife and the choice of the name of kids, everything has to do with
the calling he has for his people.

By marrying a woman he knew would eventually betray his trust and by giving his children names that
sent messages of judgment on Israel, Hosea’s prophetic word flowed out of the life of his family. The
cycle of repentance, redemption, and restoration evident in Hosea’s prophecy—and even his marriage
(Hosea 1:2; 3:1-3)—remains intimately connected to our lives.

In like manner, many servants may experience:

e Betrayal after trust
e Fatigue after faithfulness
e Disillusionment after obedience

Hosea teaches us that pain in service is not always resistance—it is sometimes preparation.
God may be shaping us:

e To heal what we once suffered
e To understand those who are broken
e To become part of the solution

The Bride and the Healer
This book ultimately reveals not a harlot—but a bride being healed.
While Israel is portrayed as sick:

“When Ephraim saw his sickness...”
(Hosea 5:13, NKJV)

Instead of turning to God, Israel sought healing elsewhere. Yet God presents Himself as the only true
Physician:

“I will heal their backsliding,
I will love them freely.”
(Hosea 14:4, NKJV)

The Bride’s Sickness

After revealing the painful intimacy of Hosea’s marriage, the prophecy turns outward to diagnose
Israel’s spiritual disease. Chapters 4-8 portray a people religious yet profoundly unfaithful. Their
worship had become fragmented, mixed, and corrupted.

e They worshiped Baal alongside the Lord
e They sacrificed at pagan high places
e Theyembraced rituals that included immorality and drunkenness
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e They turned worship into a tool for prosperity and pleasure

“They commit harlotry continually.”
(Hosea 4:10, NKJV)

The people of Israel chose infidelity.

The Lord does not merely accuse His people; He exposes the roots of their collapse so that healing
may be possible.

Lack of Knowledge: A Broken Relationship
One of Hosea’s most quoted declarations exposes the root of Israel’s collapse:

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”
(Hosea 4:6, NKJV)

The Hebrew word yada (“knowledge”) does not mean intellectual awareness alone—it means
intimate, relational knowing. Israel did not merely forget information about God; they ceased
knowing Him.

They knew rituals.
They knew festivals.
They knew sacrifices.

But they no longer knew the Lord.
God’s desire, therefore, is not to inform Israel—but to reclaim intimacy:

“I will betroth you to Me forever...
Then you shall know the Lord.”
(Hosea 2:19-20, NKJV)

Attachment to the Earthly
Israel abandoned the heavenly calling to become grounded in the earthly.
They trusted:

e Political alliances (Egypt, Assyria)
e Economic security
e Military strength

Rather than trusting the Lord.

“Ephraim has hired lovers.”
(Hosea 8:9, NKJV)
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This attachment turned Israel into “land” rather than “bride”—soil that needed the Heavenly
Physician.

Loss of Fulfillment
Hosea exposes a haunting paradox:

“They shall eat, but not have enough.”
(Hosea 4:10, NKJV)

“For they sow the wind,
And reap the whirlwind.”
(Hosea 8:7, NKJV)

Israel pursued satisfaction everywhere—and found it nowhere.

Sin promises fullness but delivers emptiness.
Idolatry promises abundance but produces exhaustion.

Nonchalance and Pride
Even as God calls out, the people remain unmoved.

“When | would have healed Israel,
Then the iniquity of Ephraim was uncovered.”
(Hosea 7:1, NKJV)

“The pride of Israel testifies to his face.”
(Hosea 5:5, NKJV)

They hear God’s voice—but do not respond. Pride numbs repentance.

Ulterior Motives in Repentance
Even their cries lacked sincerity.

“They do not cry out to Me with their heart
When they wail upon their beds.”
(Hosea 7:14, NKJV)

Their repentance was transactional:
e Crying for grain
e Crying for wine

e Crying forrelief

But not crying for God Himself.
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Yet the Diagnosis Is Not the End

Hosea does not expose the sickness to destroy the patient but to save her.

The Bride is wounded.
The Bride is unfaithful.
The Bride is sick.

But she is still loved.
And the One who diagnoses her condition is also the One who declares:

“Iwill heal their backsliding.”
(Hosea 14:4, NKJV)

Beginning with compromise
Israel’s downfall is not imposed arbitrarily. Hosea insists they are complicit in their own collapse.

“They set up kings, but not by Me;
They made princes, but | did not acknowledge them.”
(Hosea 8:4, NKJV)

False leadership, false worship, and false security combine into a system that consumes itself.

“For they sow the wind,
And reap the whirlwind.”
(Hosea 8:7, NKJV)

What begins as compromise ends in catastrophe.
Healing through Disciplinary Judgment

When love is repeatedly rejected, God does not respond with indifference. In Hosea, judgment is not
portrayed as rage but as necessary discipline, the last intervention of a faithful Lover refusing to
abandon His bride to self-destruction.

Chapters 8 and 9 reveal what happens when repentance is delayed too long.

“Set the trumpet to your mouth!

He shall come like an eagle against the house of the Lord,
Because they have transgressed My covenant.”

(Hosea 8:1, NKJV)

The alarm is sounded not over foreign nations but over God’s own people. Judgment begins where
covenant responsibility is greatest.
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Israel cries out:

“My God, we know You!”
(Hosea 8:2, NKJV)

Yet God responds by exposing the contradiction: confession without obedience.

Removal of Grace, Loss of Joy and Sacred Meaning
Chapter 9 describes the collapse of worship itself.

“Do not rejoice, O Israel, with joy like other peoples.”
(Hosea 9:1, NKJV)

What once brought celebration now brings grief.

“It shall be like bread of mourners to them;
All who eat it shall be defiled.”
(Hosea 9:4, NKJV)

Worship without obedience becomes pollution rather than communion.

Exile as Unmaking
Israel is warned that they will lose the land not as punishment alone, but as exposure.

“They shall not dwell in the Lord’s land,
But Ephraim shall return to Egypt,

And shall eat unclean things in Assyria.”
(Hosea 9:3, NKJV)

Egypt here is not geography—it is spiritual reversal. Freedom is undone. Identity is fractured.

Barrenness and Displacement
Hosea describes the unravelling of fruitfulness:

e No harvest
e No offspring
e No future

“Give them, O Lord—What will You give?
Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts!”
(Hosea 9:14, NKJV)

This language is severe, but it reveals the gravity of covenant breach: life disconnected from God
cannot sustain itself.
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Yet Judgment and Discipline Is Not God’s Final Word
Even in the midst of severe warnings, Hosea prepares the reader for a stunning turn.
God’s discipline is never meant to erase His people but to strip away illusions.

Exile is not annihilation, it is intervention!

Love Beneath the Judgment

Beginning in chapter 11, the tone shifts dramatically.

“When Israel was a child, | loved him,
And out of Egypt | called My son.”
(Hosea 11:1, NKJV)

God speaks not as Judge—but as Father.

“How can | give you up, Ephraim?
How can | hand you over, Israel?”
(Hosea 11:8, NKJV)

Discipline and judgement is not God’s ultimate goal. Judgment does not silence love. Love struggles
within judgment.

“My heart churns within Me;

My sympathy is stirred.”
(Hosea 11:8, NKJV)

Mercy triumphs over judgment!

“l will not execute the fierceness of My anger...
Forlam God, and not man.”
(Hosea 11:9, NKJV)

Human anger destroys. Divine anger redeems. Hosea teaches a difficult truth:
God disciplines not to destroy but to prevent something worse. Discipline of God is mercy.

Exile becomes the soil where repentance can grow.
Healing and Restoration

God’s Final Word Is Not Punishment, but Healing

“I will heal their apostasy,
I will love them freely,

348



For My anger has turned away from him.”
(Hosea 14:4, NKJV)

This is one of the most tender verses in all of Scripture.

“Heal” — God treats sin as an illness, not merely a crime
“Love freely” — no bargaining, no conditions, no probation
“Anger has turned away” — restoration is complete, not partial

Israel does not earn this love.
They receive it because God chooses to give it.

Identity Restored
Earlier God said:

e Lo-Ruhamah - No Mercy
e Lo-Ammi - Not My People

Now, without reversing history, He reverses identity.

“I will say to those who were not My people,
‘You are My people!’

And they shall say, ‘You are my God!"”

(cf Hosea 2:23)

Again, God does not deny Israel’s past, He redeems it.

Repentance as Return, Not Fear
Hosea ends with a call, not to terror, but to wisdom.

“Who is wise? Let him understand these things.
Who is prudent? Let him know them.

For the ways of the Lord are right;

The righteous walk in them,

But transgressors stumble in them.”

(Hosea 14:9, NKJV)

Repentance is not about punishment avoided. It is about coming home.
Repentance as the Way Home

Hosea is one of the clearest Old Testament voices on repentance. The book repeatedly calls Israel to:

e Return
e Abandonidols
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e Acknowledge sin
e Seekthe Lord

“Come, and let us return to the Lord;
For He has torn, but He will heal us.”
(Hosea 6:1, NKJV)

God holds judgment and hope together, so no sinner falls into despair.

The Pattern of Redemption

Hosea reveals a divine rhythm that appears throughout Scripture:

Betrayal » Discipline » Repentance » Restoration

Even divorce language in Hosea is never final. Love always reappears, stronger than wrath.
Hosea shows us a God who:

pursues the unfaithful

disciplines without abandoning
heals what He wounds

loves beyond what seems reasonable

If Isaiah shows us the glory of God,
and Ezekiel shows us the holiness of God,
Hosea shows us the heart of God.

A heart that breaks.
A heart that waits.
A heart that heals.

God does not cease to love His people when they fail, He pursues them until they return.

E Review Questions

1. Who was Hosea? [Hosea the Prophet is one of the minor prophets. He lived during
the tragic and devastating final days of the Northern Kingdom.]

2. What does Hosea mean? [“Hosea” is a Hebrew word meaning (Jehovah saves), from
which the name “Joshua” or “Jesus” was derived.]

3. Who did God ask Hosea to marry? [God told Hosea to marry a harlot named Gomer.]

4. Why did the Lord want Hosea to marry a harlot? [Gomer is a symbol of the Israelites.
She betrayed Hosea just like the Israelites betrayed God.]
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10.

What did the Israelites do? [The Israelites have been disloyal to God by worshiping
Canaanite gods.]

What was Hosea's second mission? [The second part of Hosea's prophecies called for
repentance. Israelite survival depended upon repentance; they must forsake their
idols and return to the Lord their God.]

What did God remind the Israelites of? [God's love and mercy for the exiled people of
Israel.]

What should the servants do? [The servants should always remember to take regular
retreats and allow God to work within us in the wilderness.]

What do Hosea’s children's names represent? [The first child is Jezreel, which means
God sows. The second child is Lo-Ruhammah, which means no pity. The third child is
Lo-ammi, which means not my people.]

What can we learn when facing difficulty in service? [No matter what we face, we are
to look at the struggle not in a lens of resistance and cause for quitting, but as a
calling to maybe be part of the solution, or that God is shaping us in some fashion for
some other service.]
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